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Conference disaster recovery ministry consolidates 


The Louisiana United Methodist 
Disaster Recovery Ministry has made sev¬ 
eral recent shifts in personnel and facilities 
in response to changing needs while their 
recovery efforts continue. 

The most significant change is the 
merging of the Northshore (Slidell), 
Westbank, Eastbank and Uptown Recovery 


Stations into one service center for the 
Greater New Orleans area. Known as 
Southeast Louisiana Disaster Recovery 
Station, the facility is located at 7100 Reed 
Blvd. in New Orleans East. 

“This consolidation allows our ministry 
to combine resources and work efficiently 
as our work moves forward. Along with 


merging offices, we have reduced the size 
of our staff from an original number of 77 
to 56, including the Disaster Recovery 
Center located in Baton Rouge,” said Rev. 
Darryl Tate, executive director of the min¬ 
istry. 

See Disaster Recovery, page 3 


Opening Doors 



A group of children participating in 'Opening Doors/ an outreach ministry for underserved children in parts of Baton Rouge, dis¬ 
play some of the artwork they produced through the program.'Opening Doors' is spearheaded by St.John's United Methodist. 

St.John's UMC leads outreach ministry to children 


In the early months of 2001, members 
of St. John’s United Methodist Church in 
Baton Rouge began searching for a com¬ 
munity outreach program in the Gardere 
Lane area, located near the church. 
Concern was particularly keen for the 
children residing in this typically high 
crime, low income area. 

The resulting ministry developed by 
St. John’s UMC is “Opening Doors,” 
established on March 5, 2001. The organ¬ 
ization sponsors and provides programs 
for low-income families, giving educa¬ 
tional opportunities to children 


Opening Doors’ board of directors, 
many of whom belong to St. John’s 
UMC, includes a resident of the area 
served. The organization has no paid staff 
and relies on volunteers to execute pro¬ 
grams. 

LeRoy Clavena, past board president, 
said, “One would like to change the 
world, but of course, you can’t. With 
Opening Doors, we’re starting some¬ 
where. So many of the kids have benefit¬ 
ed from the program, learning that they 
can do great things, if given the opportu¬ 
nity.” 


One component of Opening Doors 
involves a Holiday Super Store, co-spon¬ 
sored with the Charlie Thomas Head 
Start Center. During the school year, par¬ 
ents living in the Gardere Lane area earn 
points toward the “purchase” of 
Christmas toys, clothing and other need¬ 
ed items for their children. Parents earn 
points by attending parent meetings, giv¬ 
ing assistance at the school, keeping their 
children in regular attendance, and by 
going to work. “We are proud to report 
that because of this program, the local 

See Opening Doors, page 5 
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Bishop's laity retreat 

“Making a Difference in Your 
Church’s Future” is the theme of the 
biennial Bishop’s Laity Retreat to be 
held March 14-15 at The Wesley Center 
in Woodworth, La. Sponsored by the 
Louisiana Conference Board of Laity, 
the retreat will feature keynote speaker 
Rev. Dr. Lovett Weems, Jr., 

Distinguished Professor of Church 
Leadership and Director of the G. 

Douglass Lewis Center for Church 
Leadership at Wesley Theological 
Seminary in Washington, D.C. 

Weems will join Bishop William 
Hutchinson in facilitating the exploration 
and discussion of crucial issues facing 
our church, as well as the critical role of 
the laity in leading the church into the 
future. Presentation topics will include 
“Provocative Questions for the UMC,” 
“Leading Lasting Change in the 
Church,” and “Congregational 
Leadership in the Wesleyan Spirit.” 

Rev. Dr. Weems is a popular and 
highly-sought-after writer and lecturer 
on the subject of church leadership. A 
prolific author, he has more than 250 
published articles and books on various 
aspects of leadership theory and practice, 
including Take the Next Step: Leading 
Lasting Change in the Church, 

Leadership in the Wesleyan Spirit, 

Church Leadership, and John Wesleys 
Message Today. Many of his books on 
leadership are used regularly as semi¬ 
nary textbooks. 

Before becoming Director of the 
Lewis Center, Weems served for 18 


slated March 14-15 

years as president of St. Paul School of 
Theology in Kansas City, Missouri, and 
for three years as vice president of 
Wesley Theological Seminary. For 20 
years he served as a pastor and adminis¬ 
trative leader in The United Methodist 
Church, including service on multiple 
occasions as a delegate to General and 
Jurisdictional Conferences. He is a past 
president of the Association of United 
Methodist Theological Schools in the 
United States. 

. Check-in registration will begin at 
the Wesley Center at 4 p.m. on Friday, 
March 14, with the first presentation to 
begin at 7 p.m., after dinner. The retreat 
will end following lunch and a commun¬ 
ion worship service at approximately 2 
p.m. on Saturday, March 15. 

For those staying at The Wesley 
Center, the individual fees for the retreat, 
inclusive of registration fee, one night’s 
lodging at the Wesley Center, three 
meals, snacks, coffee and beverages, are 
as follows: Single room (single occu¬ 
pancy) - $100; Double Room (double 
occupancy) - $85; Triple Room (triple 
occupancy) - $80. For those lodging 
elsewhere, the registration fee for the 
retreat, including meals and snacks, is 
$50. 

For advance registration contact 
Cathy Wimberly at The Wesley Center. 
Call (318) 449-4500; or by e-mail at 
CathyWimberley@suddenlink.net. 

Please get in touch with Cathy soon, to 
ensure your place. 


2008 clergy spouse retreat set 


The 2008 Clergy Spouse Retreat, enti¬ 
tled “Laughter is the Best Medicine,” is 
slated for Feb. 29-Marchl at The Wesley 
Center in Woodworth, La. 

The flyer promoting the event reads, 
“After two and a half years of rebuilding 
churches, lives and relationships, the New 
Orleans District decided it was time to 
laugh a little. We hope you will join us in 
this fim-filled weekend and sit back and 
relax, giggle, tap your toes, let your hair 
down, and have some fun because ‘What 
happens in Woodworth, stays in 
Woodworth’.” 

Participants will be entertained by 
humorist Miz Maudie as she shares the wit 
and wisdom of the elderly. (“You’ll 
declare she’s been peeking in your window 
as she describes daily life in the clergy 
home”). Inspirational speaker Kathryn 
Martin will also be featured. Miz Maudie 
will speak Friday evening and Kathryn on 


Saturday morning. 

Heather Putnam will serve as song 
leader for the event. Heather is a graduate 
of Asbury Theological Seminary receiving 
a Master’s degree in Church Music and 
Christian Education. She and her husband 
Rev. Byron Putnam have six children ages 
11-21. They currently serve Oak Grove, 
Kilboume and Locust Grove United 
Methodist Churches in the Monroe 
District. 

Double occupancy room and board will 
be $63 plus a $10 registration fee payable 
to The Wesley Center. First timers will 
receive a $20 discount on a first-come, 
first-served basis. All clergy spouses 
should watch the mail for registration 
forms. Also, registration may be completed 
online by visiting the conference website at 
www.la-umc.org, then clicking on the 
“clergy spouse retreat” registration link. 


Join in the Souper Bowl of caring 


The Souper Bowl of Caring is a youth- 
led event that unites and mobilizes youth 
across the nation to fight hunger and pover¬ 
ty right in their local communities. By col¬ 
lecting canned goods and making dona¬ 
tions on Super Bowl Sunday, you too can 
join the fight against hunger. All collec¬ 
tions are sent by the youth to local food 
banks or another hunger organization of 
their choice. In addition, the youths are 
encouraged to participate in a “Service 
Blitz,” in which they volunteer at a local 
food bank or charity in their neighborhood. 


Upon registration, the Souper Bowl of 
Caring will provide a free resource kit to 
help individuals or groups organize their 
own local drives. Visit 
www.souperbowl.org for more information 
or ideas and to register. 

Each participating church donates 100% 
of their collection to the charity of their 
choice. United Methodist Churches are 
encouraged to give a portion of the collect¬ 
ed offerings to a local charity and to 
UMCOR’s World Hunger/Poverty Program 
through Advance #982920 


UMPACT meetings to be held February 24-29 


The Conference Board of Trustees is 
exploring the possibility of comprehensive 
insurance coverage for the churches of the 
Louisiana Conference with UMPACT 
(United Methodist Property and Casualty 
Trust). UMPACT is a captive insurance 
program of The United Methodist Church 
with approximately 20 of the 63 confer¬ 
ences participating in this coverage. 
UMPACT informational meetings for pas¬ 
tors and lay leadership will be held in each 
District from Feb. 24-29. At these same 
meetings, discussions will be held regard¬ 
ing “Safe Sanctuaries” policies. Prior to 
these meetings, each church will complete 
a survey that has been sent digitally 
through the District offices in regard to the 
UMPACT matter. Churches are asked to 
return the completed survey to our 
Conference insurance agent. This may be 
done by email to mcomeaux@mcinnistyn- 
er.com, by fax to the attention of Melinda 
Comeaux at (225) 923-3418 or by mail to 
Mclnnis Tyner, 7814 Office Park Blvd., 
Baton Rouge, LA 70809. If you have any 
questions regarding the survey, please call 
Melinda Comeaux at (225) 215-4975. We 
would like to receive this completed survey 
by Feb. 15. This data will help to establish 
a comprehensive premium rate which 
should be available by April 1 in time to 
guide our decision at the June Annual 
Conference session. 

Following the terrorist attack of 9/11, 
churches in Louisiana began to experience 


sharp increases in property insurance pre¬ 
miums due to the catastrophic losses and 
the risk associated with potential future 
attacks. The Conference Council on 
Finance and Administration met with lead¬ 
ers of UMPACT in August 2005 to explore 
our participation. A week later, Louisiana 
was hit with the devastation of Hurricane 
Katrina. A month later we were hit by 
Hurricane Rita. 

The CFA voted to place the Conference 
insurance coverage with UMPACT, which 
in turn opened the door for the churches of 
the Conference to get quotes from 
UMPACT for their coverage. Several 
churches have already placed their business 
with UMPACT. 

Dates, times and venues for the 
UMPACT/Safe Sanctuaries meetings are as 
follows: 

Acadiana, Feb. 25, 6-9 p.m., Covenant 
UMC in Lafayette; 

Alexandria, Feb. 27, 6-9 p.m., First 
UMC in Alexandria; 

Baton Rouge, Feb. 24, 2-5 p.m., First 
UMC in Gonzales; 

Lake Charles, Feb. 26, 6-9 p.m., First 
UMC in Lake Charles; 

Monroe, Feb. 29, 6-9 p.m., Lea Joyner 
Memorial UMC in Monroe; 

New Orleans, Feb. 24, 3:30-6:30 p.m., 
First UMC in LaPlace; 

Shreveport, Feb. 28, 6-9 p.m., 
Broadmoor UMC (Pearce Hall) in 
Shreveport. 


Special offering for 

The United Methodist offering for the 
Louisiana Prison Chapel Foundation will 
be collected Sunday, Feb. 3, 2008 in all 
local churches. If you would like offering 
envelopes and or handouts, please contact 
Cindy Mann at (225) 931-3664. Over 
$52,000 was donated by local churches 
throughout the conference in 2007. 


Prison Chapels set 

Any undesignated donations will go 
towards the construction of the chapel at 
Louisiana Correctional Institute for Women 
in St. Gabriel, La. This is the only 
women’s facility in the state. The “Woman 
at the Well” Chapel is expected to be com¬ 
pleted in Spring of 2008. 


Louisiana Conference NtJW! 


William W. Hutchinson Resident Bishop 

Don Cottrill Provost 

Betty Backstrom Editor 

Louisiana Conference NOW! is the newspaper of the Louisiana Annual Conference of 
The United Methodist Church and is published twice a month. 

Subscriptions are $15 for one year, $25 for two years. 

(Please make checks payable to Louisiana Annual Conference.) 

Send subscriptions, news and information to: 

Editor 

527 North Boulevard 
Baton Rouge, LA 70802 
E-mail: lanow@bellsouth.net 
(888) 239-5286 ext. 227 
(225) 346-1646, (225) 383-2652 fax 

You can find the Louisiana Annual Conference on the Internet at 
http://www.la-umc.org 
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Is it difficult to talk about money in church? 



Baton Rouge now has three Kids Hope USA partnerships. University and Neely United 
Methodist Churchs provide two of those partnerships at University Terrace and Polk 
Elemenary Schools. Mentors are shown working with students at University Terrace. 


Consistent mentoring impacts children's lives 


Despite being 
one of the most 
frequently men¬ 
tioned topics in the 
Bible, money is 
often difficult for 
pastors to discuss 
with their congre¬ 
gations and church 
families. 

To help clergy 
communicate that 
faith and money are 
truly interconnected and stewardship is 
an important dimension of Christian 
life, the United Methodist Foundation 
of Louisiana is sponsoring “Where 
Faith and Money Intersect,” a half-day 
workshop for pastors and laity. 

Dr. Michael Reeves, adjunct pro¬ 
fessor at SMU Per kin s School of 
Theology and author of several books 
on faith and money, will lead the 
workshop. Topics to be covered 
include biblical stewardship, tithing, 
cultivation of major gifts and capital 
campaigns. 

“Teaching the principles of faith 
and money is one of our primary mis¬ 
sions,” said Rob Fairly, president of 
the Foundation. “This is the first in a 


Disaster Recovery, from page i 

The consolidation is prompted by an 
anticipated drop in funding from the 
United Methodist Committee on Relief. 

The funds expected from UMCOR for the 
2008-2010 period are projected at $9.7 mil¬ 
lion. This compares to $14.6 million given 
the disaster recovery ministry from 2006- 
2008. “Combining the two gifts, along with 
an additional $1 million for housing, brings 
the total given by UMCOR to $25.3 mil¬ 
lion,” added Tate. 

Until the merger, Aldersgate, Aurora, 
Ke nn er First and St. Matthew’s UMC’s 
served as host churches for the Slidell, 
Westbank and Eastbank Recovery Stations, 
respectively. “We can never thank these 
churches enough for their tireless efforts 
and commitment to the disaster recovery 
effort. Now we can allow these churches to 
have their facilities back, fully. They have 
been a blessing to us, and the churches 
have been blessed to have such hands-on 


series of educational programs we’re 
calling Catalytic Conversations, and 
we look forward to addressing this and 
the many other challenges of our 
church today.” 

Clergy and laity are invited to 
attend and may choose either of two 
Saturday morning workshops: 

February 9 at Trinity United 
Methodist Church in Ruston, or 
February 16 at Broadmoor United 
Methodist Church in Baton Rouge. 

Located in Baton Rouge, the 
United Methodist Foundation of 
Louisiana was founded in 1975 and 
serves United Methodist churches, 
institutions and individuals within the 
Louisiana Annual Conference, provid¬ 
ing financial management, consultation 
and education, loans and grants. It is 
one of the largest United Methodist 
Foundations, managing over $130 mil¬ 
lion in assets. 

To register or get more information, 
contact the Foundation office at (225) 
346-1535 or (800) 256-9317. The cost 
is $35 per person and $15 for addition¬ 
al registrants from any one church. 
Registration forms are also available 
on line at www.umf.org. 


involvement in this important ministry,” 
said Tate. 

Many other churches have, and will 
continue to host volunteers, especially as 
the ministry enters the peak months of 
March-November. “We are expecting 3,000 
volunteers in March, alone,” said Rev. 
Yvonne Dayries, manager of volunteers. 

Recovery efforts from Hurricane Rita 
will continue at the Southwest Recovery 
Station, remaining in Lake Charles. The 
station in Abbeville will also remain open, 
with a projected closing date of July or 
August of 2008. Once that closure takes 
place, the Southeast and Southwest 
Recovery Stations will be in operation for 
at least 18 months, starting Sept. 1, 2008. 

“Our presence in Dulac will continue 
until the job is done,” added Tate. The 
Friendship House, a facility constructed 
with UMCOR funds at Dulac, will serve as 
a hub for housing volunteers serving in the 
area. 


Baton Rouge, Louisiana - When Dina 
Schroeder’s daughter was attacked with 
scissors by a boy in her kindergarten class, 
she was furious. She stormed into the prin¬ 
cipal’s office ready to blast her about safety 
and her child’s rights. Principal Diane 
Lonadier, thought to herself “this is a law¬ 
suit waiting to happen,” when she was 
astonished to hear the mother’s response. 
No one was more surprised than Schroeder 
herself when she heard the words coming 
out of her own mouth, “Do you have any 
programs to help these children know they 
are loved and don’t have to act like that?” 

Schroeder had been involved with the 
mentoring program Kids Hope USA 
(KHUSA) before moving to Kenner, La. 
That afternoon she found herself on the 
phone with the national office in Michigan 
to find out how she could bring Kids Hope 
USA to her daughter’s school. 

Kids Hope USA is providing a way to 
harness the good will of church members 
to reach out to their neighbors. The award¬ 
winning program provides mentors, build¬ 
ing one-on-one bridges between at-risk ele¬ 
mentary school kids and caring adults from 
neighboring congregations. 

“Kids from poverty have difficult issues 
in their lives,” says Elementary Principal 
Brian Carpenter. Children living in unsta¬ 
ble enviro nm ents have a hard time master¬ 
ing even the most basic academic material, 
if their brain is in what psychologists call 
‘fight or flight’ mode. Kids have to feel 
safe before they can learn.” 

Kids Hope USA has been building rela¬ 
tionships across the country for 13 years 
since its founding in Michigan. The Frost 
Research Center found in its 2007 study 
that “98% of the Kids Hope USA children 
benefited from their relationship with a 
mentor.” 

In schools across Louisiana and the 
nation, mentors meet with the children at 
the school where the children feel safe and 
the mentors can interact with the teachers 
to find out where extra focus is needed. 

The hour with the child each week is divid¬ 
ed into segments for personal interaction, 
academics, creative learning, and fun. 
Children receive the undivided attention of 
an adult to help them. 

Rev. Linda Joseph has been the director 


of the KHUSA program at Neely United 
Methodist Church in Baton Rouge for the 
past five years. A majority of the congrega¬ 
tion is involved with KHUSA in some way, 
many of them as prayer partners to support 
the 15 mentors going into Polk Elementary 
School. When she walks the halls of the 
school the children call out, “Miss Linda, 
can I please have a mentor?” “There’s a 
need in our community and the church can 
make a difference,” she says. “We can 
change lives.” 

Programs like Kids Hope USA are link¬ 
ing predominantly middle-class mentors to 
children and fa mi lies living in poverty, 
often bridging both socio-economic and 
ethnic divides. Mentors from Joseph’s 
church come from diverse backgrounds, 
yet they are bound by a common purpose 
to reach out to neighborhood children liv¬ 
ing in poverty. They tell Joseph, “I have 
been living in a box. I had heard of pover¬ 
ty but didn’t know it was there. It’s worse 
than I thought.” 

Baton Rouge now has three KHUSA 
partnerships. University United Methodist 
Church fields a team of 66 KHUSA men¬ 
tors, one of the largest in the country. 

“Children at University Terrace 
Elementary are partnered with mentors 
from University United Methodist Church 
and the LSU Wesley Foundation. The 
church adopted the school 25 years ago, 
but strengthened and focused their ministry 
eight years ago using the Kids Hope USA 
approach of one on one relationships of 
adults with children that need them,” said 
Lisa Frost. 

University UMC also connects each 
teacher and staff person at the school with 
a member of the church. These “teacher 
encouragers” send gifts and notes to their 
teachers each month and often send good¬ 
ies for the class. Three book clubs were 
started this year by volunteers so that the 
love of reading can be shared with students 
that often don’t have books at home. A 
garden team meets each week and has 
installed an international garden and com¬ 
munity vegetable garden. 

For more information about Kids Hope 
USA and how to get involved, visit 
www.kidshopeusa.org online or contact 
Lisa Frost at lfrost@kidshopeusa.org. 



Dr. Michael 
Reeves 



Staff members of the La. United Methodist Disaster Recovery Ministry stand in front of 
the new Southeast Louisiana Disaster Recovery Center, located at 7100 Reed Blvd. in 
New Orleans East. 
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Newman UMC 



In an effort to promote community awareness during National Diabetes Month, 
Newman United Methodist Church in Alexandria hosted a Healthy Habits Seminar on 
Nov. 15,2007. Rev. Derrick D. Hills, pastor, is shown with his wife Sharron at the event. 


In an effort to promote community 
awareness during National Diabetes 
Month, Newman United Methodist Church 
in Alexandria hosted its first Healthy 
Habits Seminar on Nov. 15, 2007. This 
educational program targeted diabetics and 
those with a family history of diabetes. 

Rev. Derrick D. Hills, pastor, opened the 
event by welcoming guests and introducing 
the guest speaker Dr. Vincent D. Mallory, a 
local family practitioner and member of 
Newman. While addressing a crowd of 
over 130 persons from the local communi¬ 
ty and surrounding area, Dr. Mallory pro¬ 
vided enlightening and vital information on 
how to monitor diabetes and minimize 
complications. 

“Newman needs to be commended for 
their outreach into the community,” saud 


Francis W. Artley, a guest at the event. 

Each guest was presented with the latest 
model of a diabetic glucometer, provided 
free by the Roche Diagnostic Corporation. 
Additional support was given by registered 
nurses—all members of Newman—who 
provided blood pressure checks for all par¬ 
ticipants. To conclude the evening, door 
prizes were given and healthy refreshments 
were also available. Rev. Hills summa¬ 
rized, “Our ministry endeavors to meet the 
needs of the whole person - body and soul. 
We are in the planning stages to host other 
events which will address the health, finan¬ 
cial and legal issues to enhance community 
awareness”. 

The event was sponsored by the 
Newman United Methodist Men and the 
church’s Health and Welfare Ministry. 


Boy Scouts Girl Scouts Campfire Girls 

Protestant and Catholic Groups 

God and Country Awards Campout 
March 7-9,2008 

The Wesley Center Woodworth, La. 

Presented by the United Methodist Men of the 
La. Annual Conference of the United Methodist Church 
Event is held in conjunction with Bishop Hutchinson's Confirmation Day 
for the Louisiana Annual Conference 

Registration for God and Country Awards Campout 

Name:_ 

Age:_ 

Address_ 

Troop:_ 

Church:_ 

Pastor:_ 

Email:_ 

Bring your own tent and sleeping gear. 

Register please by March 1,2008. 

Cost is $15 per person attending. 

Send application and registration fee to: Cathy Wimberley 
Wesley Center, 2350 Methodist Parkway, Woodworth, La 71485 
(318) 449-4500 or (318) 449-4700 



St. James United Methodist Church in New Iberia celebrated All Saints Day with a com¬ 
munion service on Nov. 4,2007. During the service, the congregation listened to their 
pastor Rev. Junius Egby, Jr. as he delivered the message "The Saints that We Know." 


St. James UMC 


St. James United Methodist Church in 
New Iberia celebrated All Saints Day with 
a communion service on Nov. 4, 2007. 
During the service, the congregation lis¬ 
tened to their pastor Rev. Junius Egby, Jr. 
as he delivered the message “The Saints 
that We Know.” 

After services inside the sanctuary were 
held, the congregation had an outside serv¬ 
ice and balloon launch on the lawn. The 
balloon launch was held in memory of the 
lives of those whom they held dear to those 
present. Members and friends spoke of 
their departed loved ones as they individu¬ 
ally launched balloons. 


As the service closed, parishioners were 
reminded by Rev. Egby of the words from 
I Thessalonians 4: 16-18, “For the Lord 
himself shall descend from heaven with a 
shout, with the voice of the archangel, and 
the trump of God: and the dead in Christ 
shall rise first: Then we which are alive 
and remain shall be caught up together 
with them in the clouds, to meet the Lord 
in the air: and so shall we ever be with the 
Lord. Wherefore comfort one another with 
these words.” Approximately 70 people 
attended the service in this historical 
church, located in the Acadiana District. 


Louisiana Annual Conference 

Presents 


Aging in the 21st Century and Beyond 
Training Seminar 


for Pastors, Directors and Leaders of Senior Adult Ministries 
with Dr. Richard Gentzler 


March 4 & 5,2008 


<e gist. 


c, \o 


T 


Wesley Center - Alexandria, LA 



The Rev. Dr. Richard H. Gentzler, Jr. is director of the 
Center on Aging and Older Adult Ministries for the General Board of 
Discipleship of The United Methodist Church. Dr. Gentzler is a much 
sought after speaker and seminar leader. He is nationally recognized 
as a teacher, writer, and leader in the field of aging and older adult 
ministries. He is the 2003 recipient of the National Interfaith 
Coalition on Aging (NICA) “Spirituality and Aging” Award. 

Dr. Gentzler is author of numerous books on adult and older 
adult ministry. His latest book is The Graying of the Church: A 
Leader s Guide for Older Adult Ministry in The United Methodist 
Church. In addition, he has written several other books 
including: Designing an Older Adult Ministry; The Pulse of 
United Methodist Baby Boomers ; and Forty-Sixty: A Guide for 
Midlife Adults Who Want to Make a Difference. 

During the event. Dr. Gentzler will be leading four 
sessions: Myths and Realities of Aging, Spiritual Issues 
of Senior Adults, Designing a Senior Adult Ministry and 
l Intentional Ministry with Senior Adults. 

Watch for more information on the Louisiana 
Conference website: www.la-umc.org or contact Carol 
Richardson at 985-626-3 307 xl 19 


Louisiana Conference Office 
527 North Boulevard, Baton Rouge, Louisiana 70802-5700 
mc.org E-mail: lcumc@bellsouth.net 
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First UMC - Eunice 


First United Methodist Church in 
Eunice in the Lake Charles District spon¬ 
sored “Come to Church Sunday” on Jan. 
13, generating record attendance. 

The church began planning the event in 
August of 2007. The idea was “hatched” 
during the First UMC’s nominating com¬ 
mittee meeting. Someone remarked how 
great it would be to have everyone associ¬ 
ated with the church (members, associate 
members, friends, family and neighbors) in 
worship all on the same Sunday. 

The date was set and announced. The 
congregation was asked to clear off their 
calendars and plan to be in church on 
Jan. 13. Through newsletters, postcards, 
personal notes, letters, and automated 
phone messages, “Come to Church 
Sunday” was publicized and promoted. 
Organizers hoped for high attendance, but 
more importantly, a personal offering of 
“presence and time to God.” 

“It was also a time to celebrate current 
and future ministries of the church. The 
lead-up to ‘CTC Sunday’ generated a great 
deal of excitement,” said member Dwight 
Jodon. 

The result? Attendance topped 140 - 


compared to the church’s average 2007 
attendance of 60! The special worship 
service included a “reverse” offering as the 
ushers distributed lapel pin crosses to 
everyone present. Over 20 children came 
forward for Children’s Moments and to 
collect the weekly penny offering dedicated 
to world missions. A sermon by Rev. 
Tmman Stagg and lots of special music 
were also important parts of the service. 

The service was followed by a covered 
dish buffet lunch in the church fellowship 
hall. 

This year, the Eunice congregation has 
plans to expand children’s m in istries. 
Recently, the church began a large group 
study of Treasures of the Transformed Life 
by Rev. John Ed Mathison. 

“’Come to Church Sunday’ served to 
launch the congregation into a year that, 
with prayer and obedience to the Living 
God, will be filled with miracles of min¬ 
istry! Members and visitors alike look for¬ 
ward to CTC II in January, 2009. God is 
good.. .all the time!,” said Jodon. More 
information may be found about the con¬ 
gregation at the church’s web site, 
www.FUMCeunice.org 



First United Methodist Church in Eunice sponsored "Come to Church Sunday" on Jan. 
13, generating record attendance and launching a year of renewal for the church. 


St. Paul UMC 


St. Paul United Methodist Church in 
Shreveport celebrated National 
Grandparents’ Day in “grand style” last fall 
during a special worship service. The event 
highlighted the role of grandparents in a 
society with many young families needing 
help with their children. Neva Jones, direc¬ 
tor of the Foster Grandparent Program of 
the Caddo Council on Aging, brought a 
large contingent to participate in the pro¬ 
gram. Rev. David L. Fisher of Minden, 


brother of St. Paul’s pastor Rev. Ken 
Fisher, delivered the message entitled 
“Grandma’s Hands.” A picnic was held on 
church grounds following the service. The 
meat for the meal was prepared by Aaron 
and Randolph Davis, who recently won 
first and second place in the Shreveport 
District Men’s Cookout Contest. The con¬ 
test was held as a fundraiser for the 
Methodist Children’s Home in Ruston and 
Caney Lake District Camp. 



St. Paul United Methodist Church in Shreveport celebrated Grandparent's Day during a 
special worship service, followed by a picnic on the church grounds. 



A city scape of Baton Rouge and a winsome, blue elephant are just examples of the art¬ 
work generated by the children participating in'Opening Doors,'an outreach program 
to underserved children spearheaded by St.John's UMC in Baton Rouge. 


Opening Doors, from page i 

Head Start administration is considering 
expanding the program to its other centers 
in the Baton Rouge Area,” said Sandra 
Kuykendall, secretary for Opening Doors. 

Providing school supplies and books, 
teacher appreciation events, and an incen¬ 
tive program for the children to attend test¬ 
ing are also a part of the outreach program. 

Every year since 2004, Opening Doors 
has hosted a three-week summer art camp 
for approximately 12 middle school stu¬ 
dents from the Gardere Lane area. The 
young artists produce their own paintings 
as well as a group mural. Instructions are 
given by a paid art instructor, and volun¬ 
teers from the Louisiana Art and Artists 
Guild lend assistance. Murals now grace 
the walls of at Lee High School, the East 
Baton Rouge Parish Library on Bluebonnet 
Blvd., and the Baton Rouge Municipal 
Airport. 

“The 2007 art camp project was the 
writing of a children’s story and the 
designing and painting of illustrations for 
the story. We are currently looking for 
sponsors for the printing of the illustrated 
storybook. In addition, the illustrations will 


be formed into a mural for public display,” 
said Kuykendall. 

The art camp has provided visibility in 
the community, creating enthusiasm among 
both children and parents in the area. Icee 
Lewis has participated in the camp for 
three years, and he still gets excited about 
it. “He likes the art camp because it is fun, 
he gets to use his creative talents, and the 
instruction he receives improves his art 
work outside the camp. Icee plans on 
majoring in art when he goes to college at 
LSU,” said Kuykendall. 

Icee’s mother, Donna Wilson, is equally 
enthusiastic about the program. “Donna is 
proud of what her son has accomplished 
and takes great pride in seeing the art he 
helped create around the city. She was 
especially impressed with the mural on 
display at the airport,” added Kuykendall. 

Opening Doors is continually develop¬ 
ing new programs and looking for volun¬ 
teers. Grant funding and individual dona¬ 
tions are an important part of their work. 
For more information about the program, 
contact Beth Forrester at (225) 769-6584 or 
Betty Schroeder at (225) 767-3964 or write 
Opening Doors, 9375 Highland Road, 
Baton Rouge, LA 70810. 
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Churches that paid 100 percent of apportionments 


We did it! The churches of the Louisiana Conference 
paid all apportionments 100% for the first time in modem 
history. This was possible due to the efforts of 483 con¬ 
gregations paying their apportioned share of the 
Conference budget and several of these churches voluntar¬ 
ily furnishing approximately $100,000 to assist 29 congre¬ 
gations who did not reach their apportioned goal on their 
own. 

Thanks to all associated with this effort. 


ACADIANA DISTRICT 

CHURCH NAME MINISTER 


ABBEVILLE UMC 
TRINITY UMC 
MT ZION UMC 
ST JAMES UMC/BELLE ROSE 
ST PETER UMC/ 

DONALDSVILLE 
BERWICK UMC 
BRIGGS UMC 
MT ZION UMC 
FITZGERALD UMC 
CLANTON CHAPEL UMC 
FIRST UMC/ 

DONALDSONVILLE 
LUTCHER UMC 
FIRST UMC/FRANKLIN 
MCGOWEN UMC 
BAYOU BLUE UMC 
FIRST UMC/ HOUMA 
WESLEY UMC 
VACHERIE UMC 
ST PAUL UMC/JEANERETTE 
ASBURY UMC/FRANKLIN 
ST PETER UMC 
MALLALIEU UMC 
ASBURY UMC/ LAFAYETTE 
CHURCH OF THE COVENANT 
FIRST UMC/ LAFAYETTE 
IMMANUEL UMC 
NORTHWOOD UMC 
SCOTT CHAPEL UMC 
ST PAUL UMC/ NEW ROADS 
LUTCHER CHAPEL UMC 
LYDIA UMC 
ST PETER UMC 
SHILOH UMC / MARINGOUIN 
MEMORIAL UMC/ MATTHEWS 
MELVILLE UMC 
PALMETTO UMC 
PHARR CHAPEL UMC 
MASON UMC 

WESLEY UMC/ NAPOLEONVILLE 

WOODLAWN UMC 

FIRST UMC/NEW IBERIA 

ST JAMES UMC 

LOUISIANA MEM UMC 

ST MARK UMC 

PATTERSON UMC 

FIRST UMC/PLAQUEMINE 

HURST CHAPEL UMC 

ST LUKE UMC 

KROTZ SPRINGS UMCWILSON 
MEMORIAL UMC 
HARTZELL UMC / ROSEDALE 
ROSEDALE UMC 
FIRST UMC/NEW ROADS 
CALVARY UMC 
MAGNOLIA UMC 
FIRST UMC/THIBODAUX 
ST PAUL UMC/WAXIA 
WILEY UMC 
GREEN CHAPEL UMC 


REV JOHN LVINING 
REV BARRY WHITTINGTON 
REV BARRY WHITTINGTON 
REV. ELVA JACOBS 
REV ELVA JACOBS 

REV AMANDA CARPENTER 
REV CHARLES E. HILL 
REV CHARLES E. HILL 
REV CHARLES E. HILL 
REV CYRILAVERRETT 
REV BARBARA BEAUMONT 

REV BARBARA BEAUMONT 
REV ERIN J. OLIVER 
REV ERIN J. OLIVER 
REV JEFFREY C.DUKE 
REV BARRY HOEKSTRA 
REV TERRY LINDSEY 
REV TERRY LINDSEY 
REV DARREL BRIGGS 
REV DARRYL BRIGGS 
REV EUGENE HEBERT 
REV EUGENE HEBERT 
REV EDWARD BOYD 
REV CHRIS A. BLANCHARD 
REV JAN C. HOLLOWAY 
REV MARGUERITE JENKINS 
REV WAYNE HOWINGTON 
REV OBIE SOUTHALL 
TBS 

REV SONYA LARS 
REV ROBERT W CORMIER 
REV EMMETT COLLINS 
REV EMMETT COLLINS 
REV JARED FOREMAN 
REV KENNETH B CHAPMAN 
REV KENNETH B CHAPMAN 
REV LAMAR C. OLIVER 
REV ELAINE SMITH 
REV ALBERT HOLLAND 
REV ALBERT HOLLAND 
REV SCOTT BULLOCK 
TBS 

REV PAMELA FITCH ROY 
REV CLIFTON C. CONRAD 
REV AARON CARPENTER 
REV STEPHEN FLEMING 
REV THOMAS A WESLEY 
REV THOMAS A WESLEY 
REV CAGE MCLEMORE 
REV CAGE MCLEMORE 
REV ULYSSE STEPHENS 
REV JEREMY S. JONES 
REV JEREMY S. JONES 
REV ROBERT JOHNSON 
REV ROBERT JOHNSON 
REV JOSEPH E. HAMILTON 
REV MARVETTE J.THOMAS 
REV LAURENCE HALL 
REV LAURENCE HALL 


ALEXANDRIA DISTRICT 

CHURCH NAME MINISTER 


FIRST UMC/ALEXANDRIA 
HORSESHOE DRIVE UMC 
NEWMAN UMC 
ST MARK'S UMC 
TRINITY UMC 

FELLOWSHIP UMC /HINESTON 
WILTON UMC 
ATLANTA UMC 
BEULAH UMC 
LAHEY CHAPEL UMC 
UNION UMC 

DAVID HAAS MEMORIAL UMC 
WHITE'S CHAPEL UMC 
ST MAURICE UMC 
ST PAUL UMC/ CAMPTI 
MT ZION UMC/ CAMPTI 
ST PAUL UMC/ CHENEYVILLE 
COLFAX UMC 
COULEY UMC 
SANDERS CHAPEL UMC 
EVERGREEN UMC 


REV TIMOTHY J.NEUSTIFTER 
REV R DON ROSS 
REV DERRICK D. HILLS 
OSSIE CLARK 
REV ROBERT E.GUTHJR. 

REV ROBERT E.GUTHJR. 

REV JASON JACOB 
GLADYS MILLER 
LAWANDA SMITH 
REV DAVID NUGENT 
REV DERRICK D. HILLS 
REV JOE A. HOOVER 
REV JOE A. HOOVER 
TBS 

REV HURVEY SWEAZIEJR. 

REV HURVEY SWEAZIEJR. 

REV MARY JONES 

REV GLORIA YOUNGBLOOD 

REV THOMAS MAY 

REV THOMAS MAY 

REV GARY VAN HORN 


SEVIER MEM UMC/ FERRIDAY 
CLAYTON UMC 
GLENMORA UMC 
FIRST UMC/BOYCE 
NOLLEYMEM UMC/JENA 
BELAH UMC 

FIRST UMC/ HARRISONBURG 
LECOMPTE UMC 
BAYOU CHICOT UMC 
CHENEYVILLE UMC 
MANY UMC 
MARKSVILLE UMC 
OAK GROVE UMC / EFFIE 
SIMMESPORT UMC 
ST. MARK'S UMC 
MONTGOMERY UMC 
MT ZION UMC 
ASBURY UMC/ 

NATCHITOCHES 
EMMANUEL UMC 
COLLEGE AVENUE UMC 
FIRST UMC/ NATCHITOCHES 
OAK GROVEUMC 
PROVENCAL UMC 
OLLA UMC 
URANIA UMC 
PALESTINE UMC 
PLEASANT GROVE UMC 
BETHEL UMC 

WESLEY UMC/ BOONEVILLE 
POLLOCK UMC 
LIBERTY CHAPEL UMC 
STRANGE UMC 

EDDY JUSTISS MEMORIAL UMC 

EDEN UMC 

VIDALIA UMC 

WEAVER UMC 

FIRST UMC/WINNFIELD 


REV BARRY D. DENNIS 
REV BARRY D. DENNIS 
REV WILLIAM K. MCDONALD 
REV WILLIAM K. MCDONALD 
REVLYNDLE R. BULLARD 
REVLYNDLE R. BULLARD 
REV DAVID C. CARLTON 
REV ROSS FORD 
REV ROSS FORD 
REV ROSS FORD 
REV C. FRANCES HOOTON 
REV TONY E. RANERO 
REV TONY E. RANERO 
REV TONY E. RANERO 
REV HURVEY SWEAZIEJR. 
GLADYS MILLER 
GLADYS MILLER 
REV JAMES A GRAHAM 

REV JAMES A GRAHAM 
REV JOHN M. HIGGINBOTHAM 
REV DONALD R. AVERY 
REV JOHN R. FOSTER 
REV JOHN R. FOSTER 
REV P. CURTIS CARROLL 
REV P. CURTIS CARROLL 
REV KATHERINE G. HOWELL 
REV KATHERINES.MORRIS 
REV KATHERINES.MORRIS 
REV JAMES E. RAY, SR 
REV EDDIE CARPENTER 
REV EDDIE CARPENTER 
REV JOHN Q. DOE 
REV P. CURTIS CARROLL 
REV P. CURTIS CARROLL 
REV BARRY D. DENNIS 
CAROLYN FLETCHER 
REV MARK J. GOINS 


BATON ROUGE DISTRICT 

CHURCH NAME MINISTER 


AMITE UMC 

INDEPENDENCE UMC 

BLACKWATER UMC 

FIRST UMC/BAKER 

BETHEL UMC/PRIDE 

BROADMOOR UMC 

CAMPHOR MEMORIAL UMC 

FIRST UMC/BATON ROUGE 

FRANCIS ASBURY UMC 

HOPE COMMUNITY 

HUGHES MEMORIAL UMC 

ANDREW CHAPEL UMC/ 

WATSON 

INGLESIDE UMC 

JEFFERSON UMC 

JORDAN UMC 

NEELY UMC 

ST ANDREW'S UMC 

ST JOHN'S UMC 

ST LUKE'S UMC/BATON ROUGE 

ST PAUL'S UMC/BATON ROUGE 

ST MARK UMC/ BATON ROUGE 

UNIVERSITY UMC 

WESLEY UMC/ BATON ROUGE 

CLINTON UMC 

CLEAR CREEK UMC 

MT ZION UMC 

ST PAUL UMC 

ST PETER UMC 

JACKSON CHAPEL UMC 

MTCARMELUMC 

ST JAMES UMC/ CONVENT 

DAYS UMC 

CENTER UMC 

DARLINGTON UMC 

DEERFORD UMC 

PINE GROVE UMC 

FIRST UMC/ DENHAM SPRINGS 

ROBERTS UMC 

ST LUKE UMC 

CARPENTER'S CHAPEL/ 

GALVEZ 

GONZALES UMC 
ST LANDRY UMC / GONZALES 
GREENSBURG UMC 
WESLEY CHAPEL UMC 
MAGNOLIA UMC 
FIRST UMC/HAMMOND 
HUFF CHAPEL UMC 
JACKSON UMC 
ETHEL UMC 
KENTWOOD UMC 
MTHERMON UMC 
LIVINGSTON UMC 
LORANGER UMC 
COOPER'S CHAPEL UMC 
NESOM MEM.TICKFAW UMC 
PINE RIDGE UMC 
TANGIPAHOA UMC 
FIRST UMC/ PONCHATOULA 
WESLEY CHAPEL UMC 


REV BRADY S.WHITTON 
REV BRADY S.WHITTON 
REV WILLIAM A. MOON 
REV E. EUGENE RIVES, JR. 

REV E. EUGENE RIVES, JR. 

REV CLIFF C. WRIGHT 

REV DARLENE A. MOORE 

REV CHRISTOPHER H ANDREWS 

REV W. ODELL SIMMONS 

REV H. LOUIS JONES 

REV DIANE BENTLEY 

REV DIANE BENTLEY 

REV KIBBIE E. HATFIELD 
REV HULEN C.WARREN 
REV DAVIS W. CLARK 
REV ARNOLD V. BROWN 
REV LARRY D. O'DELL 
REV TIMOTHY E. LAWSON 
REV KIMBRAH. HAMMETT 
REV KIMBRAH. HAMMETT 
REV JOSEPH D.AWOTWI 
REV STEVEN M. SPURLOCK 
REV ANDREW GOFF 
REV ROBERT E.TOWNSEND 
REV ROBERT E.TOWNSEND 
REV WILLIS LAWS 
REV WILLIS LAWS 
REVCHERLESS H. MILLER 
REVCHERLESS H. MILLER 
REVCHERLESS H.MILLER 
REV GAYNELL SIMON 
REV LARRY D ROBERTSON 
REV LARRY D ROBERTSON 
REV LARRY D ROBERTSON 
REV JIMMIES. PARKER 
REV JIMMIES. PARKER 
REV ROBERT L. DEICH 
REV ERICA R. JENKINS 
REV ERICA R. JENKINS 
REV L. JOHN LOCASCIO 

REV GARY DON WILLIS 
REV CONSTANCE R. SAIZON 
REV LAMARYLIS COTTON 
REV LAMARYLIS COTTON 
REV FRANKLIN PENNINGTON 
REV JOSEPH M. DONAKEY 
REV MILTON E. BOURQUE 
REV RHONDA E. FEURTADO 
REV RHONDA E. FEURTADO 
REV PERCY M. FRAZIER 
REV PERCY M. FRAZIER 
REV THOMAS C. BEELER 
REV LORRIS WIMBERLY 
REV LORRIS WIMBERLY 
REV E. RAND GUY 
REV JAMES W. REID 
REV JAMES W. REID 
REV J.THOMAS LOGAN 
REV MARK A. LUBBOCK 


LEE'S LANDING UMC JAMES 

CHAPEL UMC 

SCOTT UMC/PORT ALLEN 

MEADOWS CHAPEL UMC 

FAITHFUL UMC 

NEW RIVER UMC / ST. AMANT 

ST FRANCISVILLE UMC 

SLAUGHTER UMC 

BLUFF CREEK UMC 

NEW HOPE UMC/ SPILLMAN 

CONCORD UMC 

FIRST UMC/SPRINGFIELD 

ST JAMES UMC 

TUNICA UMC 

WALKER UMC 

MANGUM CHAPEL 

FRIENDSHIP UMC 

MONTPELIER UMC 

CORBIN UMC 

LIVE OAK UMC 

WESLEY UMC/WILSON 

ASBURY UMC/ NORWOOD 

ZACHARY UMC 

MOSES CHAPEL UMC 

BEECH GROVE UMC 


REV MARK A. LUBBOCK 
REV MARK A. LUBBOCK 
REV WILLIE LAWS 
REV TIM A. GILMORE 
REV WILLIAM TURNER 
REV WILLIAM TURNER 
REV DANIEL P. GLEASON 
REV BETTY MCCARVER 
REV BETTY MCCARVER 
JESSE MEANS, JR. 

JESSE MEANS, JR 
REV EMILE E.TOSSO 
REV MARGUERITE W. RHEAMS 
REV MICHAEL CLARK 
REV JERRY L. JOHNSON 
REV THOMAS C. BEELER 
REV LEWIS M MORRIS JR 
REV LEWIS M MORRIS JR 
REV LEWIS M MORRIS JR 
REV MARK E CROSBY 
REV GREGORY MCCLAY, SR. 
REV GREGORY MCCLAY 
REV GREGORY R. DAVIS 
REV GLORIOUS M. WRIGHT 
REV INITA L. SMITH 


LAKE CHARLES DISTRICT 

CHURCH NAME MINISTER 


CHURCH POINT UMC 
WESLEY UMC/ CROWLEY 
FIRST UMC/CROWLEY 
FIRST UMC/DEQUINCY 
FIRST UMC/DERIDDER 
EBENEZER UMC 
BRANCH UMC 
ELTON UMC 
OBERLIN UMC 
BASILE UMC 
EUNICE UMC 
IOTA UMC 
FAIR VIEW UMC 
PROSPECT UMC/FLORIEN 
HORNBECK UMC 
GUEYDAN UMC 
KAPLAN UMC 
HOLLY GROVE UMC TBS 
HOPEWELL UMC 
PINE GROVE UMC 
INDIAN BAYOU UMC 
CENTENARY UMC 
IOWA UMC 
JENNINGS UMC 
LAKE ARTHUR UMC 
FIRST UMC/LAKE CHARLES 
OAK PARK UMC 
ST LUKE-SIMPSON UMC 
UNIVERSITY UMC/LKCHAS 
WARREN UMC 
FIRST UMC/LEESVILLE 
MT ZION UMC/ LEESVILLE 
MACEDONIA UMC 
MERRYVILLE UMC 
WESLEY UMC/ DERIDDER 
MOSS BLUFF UMC 
OAKDALE UMC 
RAYMOND UMC 
ROANOKE UMC 
SQUYRES UMC 
HENNING MEM UMC 
MAPLEWOOD UMC 
WESLEY UMC/SULPHUR 
HACKBERRY UMC 
SWEETLAKE UMC 
WAKEFIELD UMC 
GRAND CHENIER UMC 
WELSH MEM UMC 
WELSH UMC 
HAYES UMC 

MALLALIEU UMC /JENNINGS 
WESTLAKE UMC 

MONROE DISTRICT 

CHURCH NAME 


ANSLEY UMC 
CENTERPOINT UMC 
BARTHOLOMEW UMC 
BEEKMAN UMC 
BASKIN UMC 
FIRST UMC/BASTROP 
REILY MEMORIAL UMC 
MEMORIAL UMC 
MERROUGEUMC 
MT OLIVE UMC 
BERNICE UMC 
BEECH GROVE UMC 
SUMMERFIELD UMC 
BOEUF PRAIRIE UMC 
LITTLE CREEK UMC 
CHATHAM UMC 
CHOUDRANT UMC 


REV RICHARD O.TEETER 
REV RICHARD O.TEETER 
REV K. DALEHENSARLING 
REV GERALD R.CRISE 
REV MICHAEL D.MCLAURIN 
REV CHARLES L. FLOYD 
REV CHARLES L. FLOYD 
REV EDDIE E. MORGAN, JR. 
REV EDDIE E. MORGAN, JR. 
REV EDDIE E. MORGAN, JR. 
REV TRUMAN STAGG 
REV TRUMAN STAGG 
RICHARD A. BAGGETT 
REV RAYMOND H.LEIDIG 
REV RAYMOND H.LEIDIG 
REV DOUGLAS E. MILLIRON 
REV DOUGLAS E. MILLIRON 
DAVID STEWART 
REV MARKS THERIOT 
REV MARKS THERIOT 
REV BYRON J.AUCOIN 
REV BYRON J.AUCOIN 
REV DAVID R DEWITT 
REV JOSHUA D. MILLIRON 
REV SUSAN PUGH 
REV RICHARD H. HUMPHRIES 
REV SHAWN T. HORNSBY 
REV KARL S. KLAUS 
REV CHARLES R. LANGFORD 
REV LAWRENCE P. GAINES 
REV KENNETH M. GRAHAM, JR 
REV DIANNE A. JONES 
REV DIANNE A. JONES 
REV STEVEN W. BUSH 
REV STEVEN W. BUSH 
REV J. PENN MORGAN 
REV CORRIE CIESLUKOWSKI 
REV LISA E.L.TURNBULL 
REV LISA E.L.TURNBULL 
REV JASON SHEPPARD 
REV ROY BRYAN MOORE 
REV NANCY WOFFORD 
REV LEON A. BOGGS 
REV LEON A. BOGGS 
REV ROBERT HOLLIS 
REV JAMES MOORE 
REV JAMES MOORE 
REV OWEN H. PEYTON SR. 

REV CHARLES W. CREWS 
REV CHARLES W. CREWS 
REV ROY A. JEFFERSON 
REV ELIZABETH M. NORTHEN 


MINISTER 


DALTON RUSHING 
DALTON RUSHING 
BRETT PICKERING 
BRETT PICKERING 
REV MARY ANN COLLIE 
REV MARK B. BENGE 
REV MARK B. BENGE 
REV SAMUEL P. EMANUEL 
REV SAMUEL P. EMANUEL 
REV MARCUS GAUT 
REV JOHNIE W. ADKINS 
REV JOHNIEW. ADKINS 
REV JOHNIE W. ADKINS 
REV REX S. BARKER 
REV W. WAYNE RAY 
REV LALA B. COOPER 
W. EDWARDS SMITH 
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CLAY UMC 

FIRST UMC/ COLUMBIA 
CREW LAKE UMC 
CROWVILLE UMC 
DOUGLAS UMC 
DOWNSVILLE UMC 
BETHEL UMC 
DUBACH UMC 
HARMONY CHAPEL UMC 
EPPS UMC 
PIONEER UMC 
ANTIOCH UMC/ EROS 
FARMERVILLE UMC 
GRAYSON UMC 
HOLLY RIDGE UMC 
INDIAN VILLAGE UMC 
JONESBORO UMC 
HODGEUMC 
DODSON UMC 
NEW HOPE UMC 
FIRST UMC/ LK PROVIDENCE 
MARION UMC 
MEMORIAL UMC 
SALEM UMC 
FIRST UMC/MONROE 
LEA JOYNER MEM UMC 
REVEILLE UMC 
ST JAMES UMC/MONROE 
ST MARK'S UMC 
ST PAUL'S UMC/MONROE 
MTNEBOUMC 
MT SINAI UMC 
MT ZION UMC 
BEULAH UMC 
NEWELLTON 
FIRST UMC/ OAK GROVE 
KILBOURNE UMC 
QUITMAN UMC 
RAYVILLE UMC 
GRACE UMC/ RUSTON 
TRINITY UMC/RUSTON 
WESLEY CHAPEL UMC 
ST ANDREWS UMC 
OAK RIDGE UMC 
ST JOSEPH UMC 
ST PETER UMC 
LAWSON CHAPEL UMC 
FIRST UMC/SICILY ISLAND 
GILBERT UMC 
ANTIOCH UMC/ SIMSBORO 
FIRST UMC/TALLULAH 
UNION UMC 

ASBURYUMC/W MONROE 
WOODLAWN UMC 
CLAIBORNE UMC 
WILHITE UMC 
FAITH UMC 

FIRST UMC/W MONROE 
MCGUIRE UMC 
FIRST UMC/WINNSBORO 
WISNER UMC 


REV JOHN FINCH, JR. 

REV M. STUART SHERMAN 
REV EDDIE CARROLL JOHNSON 
REV CHRISTIAN L.THOMAS 
REV M.ROLLY WALKER 
REV CAROLYN B.VOLENTINE 
REV CAROLYN B.VOLENTINE 
REV DONALD LANIER 
REV DONALD LANIER 
JASON HARRISON 
JASON HARRISON 
REV JACK D. PHELPS 
REV JOHN G. HANKINS 
REV HOWARD HUDSON 
WILLIAM G. WALL ER, SR. 
WILLIAM E. SMITH 
REV BILL E. STRAWBRIDGE 
REV BILL E.STRAWBRIDGE 
REV BILL E.STRAWBRIDGE 
REV BILL E.STRAWBRIDGE 
REV WILLIAM H. MCLAIN 
REV MATTHEW D. FOREMAN 
REV ROSS W.GENGER 
REV ROSS W.GENGER 
REV LARRY STAFFORD 
REV WELDON C. BARES 
REV MARCELLE F. CROW 
REV ROBERT A. BRADFORD 
REVLYSBETH B. COCKRELL 
REV J. RODDY TAYLOR 
MICHAEL T. BROWN, JR. 
MICHAEL T. BROWN, JR. 

REV WANDA COSENTINO 
REV WANDA COSENTINO 
MR CLYDE R. WEBBER 
REV BYRON W. PUTNAM 
REV BYRON W. PUTNAM 
REV JIMMIED. PYLES 
REV TED FREELAND 
REV A. WAYNE EVANS 
REV FRED BWIDEMAN 
REV DALTON R.SHAVON 
REV DONALD WILKINSON 
REV DONALD WILKINSON 
REV RAYMON L. OWENS 
REV SONIA D. GEE 
REV SONIA D.GEE 
REV WILLIAM F. FOSTER 
REV WILLIAM F. FOSTER 
REV REGINALD D.COLVIN 
REV JEAN M. FOREMAN 
REV W. WAYNE RAY 
REV NEWTON M. HORNE 
REV NEWTON M. HORNE 
REV ANDREW L. HITCHCOCK 
REV ANDREW L. HITCHCOCK 
REV JAMES W. BARRETT 
REV RICKY L. WILLIS 
REV MICHAEL T HEAD 
REV HENRY HAMILTON 
REV FRANCES GUY 


COVENANT UMC 

FIRST UMC/ COVINGTON 

FITZGERALD UMC 

ST CHARLES UMC 

CENTENARY UMC 

FISHER UMC 

WINAN UMC 

HAYES CHAPEL UMC 

GOLDEN MEADOW UMC 

GRAND ISLE UMC 

BOYNTON UMC 

ST JAMES UMC/ HAHNVILLE 

EL MESIAS 

FIRST UMC/ KENNER 

LACOMBE UMC 

FIRST UMC/ LAPLACE 

LULING UMC 

NORTH CROSS 

NEWELL UMC 

ST TIMOTHY ON N/SHORE UMC 
METAIRIE UMC 
MUNHOLLAND UMC 
ST MATTHEWS UMC 
ALGIERS UMC 

ASBURY UMC/ NEW ORLEANS 
ST MATTHEW UMC 
AURORA UMC 

BETHANY UMC/ NEW ORLEANS 
BROOKS UMC 
SHAW TEMPLE UMC 
CARROLLTON UMC 
CORNERSTONE UMC 
FIRST UMC/NEW ORLEANS 
FIRST STREET UMC PW 
GRACE UMC 
HARTZELL UMC 
THOMAS UMC 
HAVEN TRINITY UMC 
JEFFERSON UMC 
LAHARPE THOMPSON UMC 
THOMPSON UMC 
LAKE VISTA UMC 
MT ZION UMC/ NEW ORLEANS 
PEOPLES UMC 
PHILLIPS MEM UMC 
WILLIAMS UMC 
RAYNE MEMORIAL UMC 
PARKER MEMORIAL UMC 
ROSS UMC 
ST LUKE'S UMC 
ST. MARK'S UMC 
ST PAUL'S UMC/ HARAHAN 
ST PHILLIP'S UMC 
PEARL RIVER UMC 
ALDERSGATE UMC 
FIRST UMC/SLIDELL REV 
HARTZELL MTZION UMC 
SUN UMC REV PAUL M. CORSE 
VARNADO UMC 
WALDHEIM UMC 


REV JAMES HAYNES 

REV VAN A. STINSON 

REV WILLIAM V.TURNER 

REV JULIET A. SPENCER 

REV STEVEN J. PORTER 

REV STEVEN J. PORTER 

REV BRUCE BROWN 

REV BRUCE BROWN 

REV REGINA HICKMAN 

REV REGINA HICKMAN 

REV KERMITC. ROBERSON 

REV HELENA WRIGHT-BUTLER 

REV SAMUEL CALVO 

REV TRACY L. MACKENZIE 

REV WILLIAM V.TURNER 

REV MARK A. BRAY 

REV TIMOTHY KETTENRING 

REV FLINT E. SHEA 

REV NOLAN M ROBINSON 

REV JAMES W MITCHELL 

REV JON LORD 

REV M EUGENE FINNELL 

REV HENRY R.STONE 

REV RAY L.VARNADO 

REV ANDREW J DOUGLAS 

REV ANDREW J DOUGLAS 

REV KENNETH R. BOWMAN 

REV HADLEY R EDWARDS 

REV DEBORAH WILLIAMS 

REV DEBORAH WILLIAMS 

REV JON LORD 

REV JAMES F. HAYNES 

REV SHAWN M.ANGLIM 

REV B. LANCE EDEN 

REV SHAWN M.ANGLIM 

REV JAMES F. HAYNES 

REV ANICEN. MOSES 

REV CHARLES WASHINGTON 

REV TRACY L. MACKENZIE 

REV WILLIAM JONES 

REV WILLIAM JONES 

REV NORWOOD HINGLE, III 

REV CONNIE M.THOMAS 

REV EUNICE CHIGUMIRA 

REV ELEANOR CUSHENBERRY 

REV DALE BRANCH 

REV CAROL WINN CRAWFORD 

REV CAROL WINN CRAWFORD 

REV DALE BRANCH 

REV IRVIN BOUDREAUX 

REV ANITA C.DINWIDDIE 

REV SHERI ZEHNER 

REV WILLIAM JONES 

REV BENJAMIN N.MCGEHEE 

REV MARIE WILLIAMS 

WYBRAJ. PRICE 

REV ERNEST E. SCOTT 

REV PAUL M.CORSE 

REV LAWRENCE K. BENSON 

REV CHRISTOPHER FRYOU 


NEW ORLEANS DISTRICT 

CHURCH NAME MINISTER 


SHREVEPORT DISTRICT 

CHURCH NAME MINISTER 


WESLEY RAY UMC 
MARYS CHAPEL UMC 
LIVE OAK UMC 
BELLE CHASSE UMC 
ELIZABETH SULLIVAN MEM UMC 
THIRKIELD UMC 
HARRY'S CHAPEL UMC 
TRINITY UMC/BURAS 
BUSH UMC 


REV TERRANCE AUGUST 
REV TERRANCE AUGUST 
REV TERRANCE AUGUST 
REV PEGGY B. FOREMAN 
REV ALAN D.EINSEL 
REV LOUIS A. SMITH 
REV LOUIS A. SMITH 
REV GENE M FAURIE 
REV KARL D WOOD 


ARCADIA UMC 
MT MARIAH UMC 
ARIZONA UMC 
ATHENS UMC 
BENTON UMC 
BETHEL UMC 
BIENVILLE UMC 
ASBURY UMC 
BARKSDALE UMC 


REV JAYNE TRAMMELL-KELLY 
REV JAYNE TRAMMELL-KELLY 
WILLARD WRAY MOORE 
REV CHARLES R PENUELL 
REVT. LYNN MALONE 
REV ASHLEY JCOCKBURN 
JACK SUTTON 

REV DOUG DE GRAFFENRIED 
REV PAUL C CARROLL, SR 


FELLOWSHIP UMC 
FIRST UMC/ BOSSIER CITY 
BRUSHWOOD UMC 
COLQUITT UMC 
COTTON VALLEY UMC 
COUSHATTA UMC 
WESLEY CHAPEL UMC 
CROSSROADS UMC 
HALL SUMMIT UMC 
DOYLINE UMC 
EVERGREEN UMC 
GIBSLAND UMC 
OAK GROVEUMC 
GILLIAM UMC 
HOSSTON UMC 
GREENWOOD UMC 
BETHANY UMC 
HAUGHTON UMC 
LOVE CHAPEL UMC 
HAYNESVILLE UMC 
SHONGALOO UMC 
HEFLIN UMC 
FIRST UMC/ HOMER 
WESLEY CHAPEL UMC 
IDA UMC 
FAIRVIEW UMC 
MCDONALD UMC 
LISBON UMC 
LOGANSPORT UMC 
LONGSTREET UMC 
ROSA UMC 

FIRST UMC/MANSFIELD 
GRAND CANE UMC 
WESLEY UMC/ MANSFIELD 
BONCHEST UMC 
FIRST UMC/MINDEN 
LAKEVIEW UMC 
MOORINGSPORT UMC 
OIL CITY UMC 
PILGRIM REST UMC 
PLAIN DEALING UMC 
PLEASANT HILL UMC 
PELICAN UMC 
PLEASANT VALLEY UMC 
PINE GROVE UMC 
RINGGOLD UMC 
CASTOR UMC 
SHILOH UMC 
KEATCHIE UMC 
BROADMOOR UMC 
CHRIST UMC 
ELLERBE ROAD UMC 
FAIRFIELD UMC 
PLEASANT VALLEY UMC 
NEW LIGHT UMC 
FIRST UMC/SHREVEPORT 
GRACE COMMUNITY CHURCH 
LAKEVIEW UMC 
MANGUM UMC 
NOEL MEMORIAL UMC 
NORTH HIGHLANDS UMC 
NORTHPOINT UMC 
ROUND GROVEUMC 
ST JAMES UMC 
ST LUKES UMC 
ST PAUL UMC/ SHREVEPORT 
SUMMER GROVE UMC 
SIBLEY UMC 
SPRINGHILL UMC 
VIVIAN UMC 
WHITEHALL UMC 
HASKIN CHAPEL UMC 
ZWOLLE UMC 
BAYOU SCIE UMC 


REV DAVID R. MELVILLE 
REV DAVID DIETZEL 
REV JOHN LAVO 
WILLARD WRAY MOORE 
BRYAN S. KING 
REV JONATHAN S.KING 
REV JONATHAN S.KING 
REV CARL D.MUNYON 
REV CARL D.MUNYON 
REV WILLIAM SEWELL 
TBS 

REV DOROTHY SMITH 
REV DOROTHY SMITH 
REV EMILE ROUSSEAU, JR. 
REV EMILE ROUSSEAU, JR. 
REV CLINTON LOVELL, SR. 
REV CLINTON LOVELL, SR. 
REV THOMAS E.DUNGAN 
REV MOLLIE A. MCGEE 
REV RICHARD L.COCKBURN 
REV RICHARD L.COCKBURN 
REV CAROL D. HEARD 
REV G. LARRY MAXWELL 
REV G. LARRY MAXWELL 
REV KENDALL DOCTER 
REV RICKY R.MYLES 
REV LINDA B. GATLIN 
REV TERRY WILLIS 
REV S. KEMPER SMITH 
REV S. KEMPER SMITH 
REV LINDA B. GATLIN 
REV KENNETH NORTON 
REV KENNETH NORTON 
REV BEVERLY CONNELLY 
REV BEVERLY CONNELLY 
REV JOHN A. CANNON 
REV DAVID J. SHEEHAN 
REV MICHAEL MILLER 
REV MICHAEL MILLER 
REV SAMUEL L. BRADLEY 
REV CHERYL NELSON 
REV DORIS SHEPPARD 
REV DORIS SHEPPARD 
JAMES W. KENNEDY 
REV JERRY G.BRANNEN 
REV JOHN E. DILWORTH 
REV STEPHANIE T. KIDD 
REV DEAN REGISTER, JR. 

REV DEAN REGISTER, JR. 

REV KENNETH W. IRBY 
REV WILLIS W. DEAR 
REV JUDITH D. BAZER 
REV JOED. CONNELLY 
REV OSCAR E PLAYER 
REV OSCAR E PLAYER 
REV R. PAT DAY 
REV ROBERT A. WEBER 
REV W. MARK STRICKLAND 
REV STEVEN W. CARAWAY 
REV DAVID F.FORTUNA 
REV BURTON F. BLAIR 
REV STEVEN W. FOWLER 
REV DONNY R.NEDD 
REV WILLIE L. HENRY 
REV TERRY A. LOVE 
REV KENNETH M. FISHER 
REV ROBERT ROWLAND 
REV MILTON GELTZ 
REV WALTER L. PARKER 
REV KEVIN SMITH 
REV BRYAN DAUPHIN 
ANNA MORRIS-JACKSON 
REV RICHARD C. HOOTON 
REV RICHARD C. HOOTON 


Volunteers program applications due 


There is still time for young adults 
between the age of 20 and 30 to apply for 
short term, volunteer mission service in the 
2008 Global Justice Volunteers program of 
The United Methodist Church. The 2008 
areas of service are Asia and Africa. 

The Global Justice Volunteers program 
offers young people the opportunity to live 
internationally for two months and explore 
the issues of justice and its advocacy as a 
component of mission. The internships 
relate to grassroots and ecumenical part¬ 
ners of the General Board of Global 
Ministries, the international mission agency 
of The United Methodist Church. 

Emphasis is on cultural exchange. Young 
adults from the US and Europe live and 
work in community with young people 
from the host region. 

The program is sponsored by the 
Mission Volunteers Office of Global 


Ministries in collaboration with the 
Women’s Division of the mission agency. 

Each intern is expected to contribute 
$2,200 to the program. Participants usually 
finance this cost through fundraising in 
their community/church. Limited scholar¬ 
ships are available. 

Spring Term dates to Asia: 

(issue focus: Migrant Farmers and 
Workers) 

March 3rd -April 24th, 2008 
Still accepting applications 
Summer Term dates to Africa: 

(issue focus: HIV & AIDS, substance 
abuse as it relates to conflict situations...) 
June 30th-August 17th, 2008 
Deadline to Apply: February 15, 2008 
For additional information go online to 
www.gjv.info, or contact Beth Buchanan at 
bbuchanan@gbgm-umc.org. 


Position Available 

Executive Director, The Wesley Center 

The Louisiana Ann ual Conference is seeking an experienced, innovative and 
motivated leader with a record of achievement to direct, oversee and expand the 
operation of The Wesley Center, a spiritual retreat center of The United Methodist 
Church serving youth and adults since 1996. The Wesley Center is a 144 bed retreat 
and conference center located in Woodworth, La. 

This is a United Methodist Church facility, involved in ministry requiring the 
Director to understand, or be willing to understand and support the United Methodist 
tradition. The Director must be a person whose faith journey is congruent with the 
practices, mission, and goals of the Wesley Center and the Louisiana Annual 
Conference of The United Methodist Church. Responsibilities include hiring, train¬ 
ing and supervision of full-time, part-time and seasonal staff, oversight of all busi¬ 
ness and financial operations, marketing and promotion of the retreat center to both 
secular and non-secular groups to use the facilities. The Director should have strong 
administrative and financial abilities, and fundraising and public relations experi¬ 
ence. Salary will be commensurate with education and experience. Housing avail¬ 
able on site, if needed. Position available immediately upon selection. Submit 
resume by April 1, 2008 to Rev. Carl Rhoads at crhoads@bellsouth.net or 527 North 
Blvd. Baton Rouge, Louisiana 70802. Visit ww.thewesleycenter.com for informa¬ 
tion on the center. 
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Churches that paid 100 percent 


plus special offerings 


The following is a list of pastors and churches which, in 
addition to paying 100 percent of their 2007 apportion¬ 
ments, paid something in each of the Special Offerings and 
Advanced Special Offerings. 


ACADIANA DISTRICT 


CHURCH NAME 

ASBURY UMC/ LAFAYETTE 
CHURCH OF THE COVENANT 
FIRST UMC/ LAFAYETTE 
LOUISIANA MEM UMC 
LUTCHER UMC 
LUTCHER CHAPEL UMC 


MINISTER 

REV EDWARD BOYD 
REV CHRIS A. BLANCHARD 
REV JAN C. HOLLOWAY 
REV PAMELA FITCH ROY 
REV BARBARA BEAUMONT 
REV SONYA LARS 


ALEXANDRIA DISTRICT 

CHURCH NAME MINISTER 


FIRST UMC/ALEXANDRIA 
COLLEGE AVENUE UMC 
POLLOCK UMC 
ST MARK'S UMC 
WILTON UMC 
EMMANUEL UMC 
ASBURY UMC/ 
NATCHITOCHES 


REV TIMOTHY J. NEUSTIFTER 
REV JOHN M. HIGGINBOTHAM 
REV EDDIE CARPENTER 
OSSIE CLARK 
REV JASON W. JACOB 
REV JAMES A. GRAHAM 
REV JAMES A. GRAHAM 


BATON ROUGE DISTRICT 

CHURCH NAME MINISTER 


BROADMOOR UMC 
FIRST UMC/ BATON ROUGE 
INGLESIDE UMC 
ST ANDREW'S UMC 
FIRST UMC/ PONCHATOULA 
SLAUGHTER UMC 


REV CLIFF C. WRIGHT 

REV CHRISTOPHER H. ANDREWS 

REV KIBBIE E. HATFIELD 

REV LARRY D. O'DELL 

REV J. THOMAS LOGAN 

REV BETTY MCCARVER 


DARLINGTON UMC 
LEE'S LANDING UMC 
BEECH GROVE UMC 
ST LANDRY UMC / GONZALES 
ROBERTS UMC 
MOSES CHAPEL UMC 


REV LARRY D. ROBERTSON 
REV MARK A. LUBBOCK 
REV. INITA L. SMITH 
REV CONSTANCE R. SAIZON 
REV ERICA R. JENKINS 
REV GLORIOUS M. WRIGHT 


LAKE CHARLES DISTRICT 

CHURCH NAME MINISTER 


ROANOKE UMC 

BRANCH UMC 

FIRST UMC/DERIDDER 

HACKBERRY UMC 

FIRST UMC/ LAKE CHARLES 

WESLEY UMC/SULPHUR 

MALLALIEU UMC/JENNINGS 

MONROE DISTRICT 

CHURCH NAME 

CROWVILLE UMC 
BARTHOLOMEW UMC 
FIRST UMC/MONROE 
ST PAUL'S UMC/MONROE 
WISNER UMC 
WESLEY CHAPEL UMC 
FARMERVILLE UMC 
JONESBORO UMC 
GRACE UMC/ RUSTON 
TRINITY UMC/RUSTON 


REV LISA E.L.TURNBULL 
REV CHARLES L. FLOYD 
REV MICHAEL MCLAURIN 
REV LEON A BOGGS 
REV RICHARD H. HUMPHRIES 
REV LEON A. BOGGS 
REV ROY A. JEFFERSON 


MINISTER 

REV CHRISTIAN L. THOMAS 
TBS 

REV LARRY STAFFORD 
REV J. RODDY TAYLOR 
REV I FRANCES GUY 
REV DOLTAN R.SHOVAN 
REV JOHN G. HANKINS 
REV BILL E. STRAWBRIDGE 
REV A. WAYNE EVANS 
REV FRED B. WIDEMAN 


NEW ORLEANS DISTRICT 

CHURCH NAME MINISTER 


ELIZABETH SULLIVAN MEM UMC REV ALAN D. EINSEL 
BUSH UMC REV KARL D WOOD 

FIRST UMC/COVINGTON REV VAN A. STINSON 


CORNERSTONE UMC 
MUNHOLLAND UMC 
RAYNE MEMORIAL UMC 
FIRST UMC/SLIDELL 
ALDERSGATE UMC 
HARTZELL UMC 
BETHANY UMC/N.O. 
OAK GROVEUMC 


REV JAMES F. HAYNES 
REV M. EUGENE FINNELL 
REV CAROL WINN CRAWFORD 
REV WYBRA J. PRICE 
REVS MARIE & JOHN WILLIAMS 
REV JAMES F. HAYNES 
REV HADLEY R. EDWARDS 
REV DOROTHY SMITH 


SHREVEPORT DISTRICT 

CHURCH NAME MINISTER 


BARKSDALE UMC 
SHONGALOO UMC 
BETHEL UMC 

FIRST UMC/ BOSSIER CITY 
CROSSROADS UMC 
COUSHATTA UMC 
WESLEY CHAPEL UMC 
ELLERBE ROAD UMC 
BAYOU SCIE UMC 
HALL SUMMIT UMC 
IDA UMC 

LOGANSPORT UMC 
PLAIN DEALING UMC 
PLEASANT HILL UMC 
GRACE COMMUNITY CHURCH 
FIRST UMC/SHREVEPORT 
NORTH HIGHLANDS UMC 
SUMMER GROVE UMC 
ZWOLLE UMC 
MCDONALD UMC 
WESLEY UMC/ MANSFIELD 
BONCHEST UMC 
ROUND GROVEUMC 
FAIRVIEW UMC 


REV PAUL C. CARROLL, SR 
REV RICHARD L. COCKBURN 
REV ASHLEY J. COCKBURN 
REV DAVID DIETZEL 
REV CARL D. MUNYON 
REV JONATHAN S. KING 
REV STEVEN W. FOWLER 
REV JUDITH D. BAZER 
REV RICHARD C. HOOTON 
REV CARL D. MUNYON 
REV KENDALL DOCTER 
REV S. KEMPER SMITH 
REV CHERYL NELSON 
REV DORIS SHEPPARD 
REV ROBERT A WEBER 
REV R. PAT DAY 
REV BURTON F. BLAIR 
REV ROBERT ROWLAND 
REV RICHARD C. HOOTON 
REV LINDA B. GATLIN 
REV BEVERLY CONNELLY 
REV BEVERLY CONNELLY 
REV DONALD R. NEDD 
REV RICKY R. MYLES 


Foundation newsletter 
receives award 

Legacies, the quarterly publication of 
the United Methodist Foundation of 
Louisiana, was named Best Quarterly Print 
Newsletter at the Practical Planned Giving 
Conference in Chicago this September. 

The award is given annually by 
Crescendo Interactive, Inc., a planned giv¬ 
ing software and internet marketing com- 
panyin Camarillo, Ca. The newsletter was 
chosen from among Crescendo's 6500 
clients across the nation, based on overall 
design, message and creativity. 

Kelly Johannessen, Foundation commu¬ 
nications director and editor of the 
newsletter, attended the conference to 
receive the award on behalf of the 
Foundation. 

Legacies' editorial content focuses on 
tax-smart charitable estate planning and 
gives up-to-date financial information and 
Foundation news. It is available at no cost 
to any interested United Methodist 
statewide, especially those in the 50+ age 
group. 

The Foundation also distributes two 
free, weekly, electronic newsletters: 
GiftLegacy, written for individuals interest¬ 
ed in charitable financial planning issues, 
and GiftLaw, written for tax and financial 
professionals with up-to-date tax law infor¬ 
mation. Both are available at no charge by 
signing up online at www.umfgiving.org. 

Located in Baton Rouge, the United 
Methodist Foundation of Louisiana was 
founded in 1975 and serves United 
Methodist churches, institutions and indi¬ 
viduals within the Louisiana Annual 
Conference, providing financial manage¬ 
ment, consultation and education, loans 
and grants. It is one of the largest United 
Methodist foundations, managing over 
$130 mi llion in assets. 



Talk About Money? From the Pulpit? 


(225) 346-1535 
(800) 256-9317 

www.umf.org 
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Join us and discover how faith 
and money are truly interconnected. 

Call us or go online to register! 


I ronic that one of the most frequently 

mentioned topics in the Bible is the most 
difficult to address? 

“Where Faith & Money Intersect,” 

a workshop led by Dr. Michael Reeves, is an 
opportunity for clergy and laity to explore this 
topic together, and to discuss: 

• Tithing 

• Biblical Stewardship 
• Financial Communication 
• Overcoming Financial Challenges 
• Cultivation of Major Gifts 
• Capital Campaigns 

Two Workshops 

9am - Noon 

Saturday, February 9, 2008 
Trinity UMC, Ruston 

Saturday, February 16, 2008 
Broadmoor UMC, Baton Rouge 


“Where Faith and Money Come Together” 
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Mark your calendars! 

2008 

Louisiana Annual 
Conference 

Gold Dome at 
Centenary College 
June 1-4 



Daughters of Noami / 4 



Camphor UMC/4 



General Conference / 7 



BATON ROUGE, LA FEBRUARY 8,2008 

Lenten campaign grants awarded 


VOL 9, NO. 3 

Igniting Ministry 

Over $68,000 in television ads will air 
from March 12-27 in seven Louisiana 
broadcast markets during a Lenten Igniting 
Ministry campaign sponsored by United 
Methodist Communications (UMCom). A 
matching grant from UMCom, in addition 
to communications funds from the seven 


districts, will underwrite the cost of the 
advertising which builds up to Easter 
focusing on the Igniting Ministry theme— 
“Open hearts, open minds, open doors.” 

The campaign will be conducted in tan¬ 
dem with a national television advertising 
campaign in late March that will broadcast 


on 15 cable networks. 

In addition to the conference buy, five 
local churches in the Louisiana Annual 
Conference have been awarded separate 
matching funds grants from UMCom for 
their respective campaigns. 

See Igniting Ministry, page3 


Help for Children 



Louisiana United Methodist Children and Family Services, Inc. is opening a facility located in Southeast Louisiana Hospital in 
Mandeville, La.The facility, known as the Methodist Home for Children of Greater New Orleans, will be the new institution serv¬ 
ing children and families of the area.The Methodist Home for Children, located on Washington Street in New Orleans, has closed 
its doors and is resuming operations in this new facility. Participants are shown completing a trust exercise at the Outdoor 
Wilderness Learning Center in Dubach, one of the facilities provided by La. United Methodist Children and Family Services, Inc. 


Methodist children's home opens in Mandeville 


BY BETTY BACKSTROM 

Louisiana United Methodist Children 
and Family Services, Inc. is opening a 
facility located in Southeast Louisiana 
Hospital in Mandeville, La. The facility, 
known as the Methodist Home for 
Children of Greater New Orleans, will be 
the new institution serving children and 
families of the area. The Methodist Home 
for Children, located on Washington 
Street in New Orleans, has closed its 
doors and is resuming operations in this 


new facility. 

“Staff and volunteers have been work¬ 
ing hard, packing up everything from the 
New Orleans site for the move to 
Mandeville. The Methodist Home for 
Children of Greater New Orleans will be 
staffed by a combination of existing and 
new employees, with a number hailing 
from the North Shore region,” said Dr. 
Terrel DeVille, president and CEO of The 
Louisiana Methodist Children’s Home in 
Ruston and the Methodist Home for 


Children of Greater New Orleans. 

Marlin Giacona, former assistant 
director for the New Orleans home, will 
now serve as program director for the 
facility in Mandeville. “The Lord has 
definitely given us ‘French’ doors to walk 
through,” said Giacona in an amusing 
reference to serving South Louisiana. 
“These doors are our entryway, allowing 
us to expand services and do even greater 
things for this program.” 

See Children's Home, page 5 
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ON THE JOURNEY 

Chasing Moths 


We are in the middle of a most unfor¬ 
tunate vigil at our house. We are chasing 
wool moths, trying to find their every 
hiding hole (or woolen rug as the case is 
in our home) and subsequently destroy¬ 
ing them before they chew up more of 
our rugs. It is so frustrating to see one of 
the little critters flutter by while we know 
its very presence is a threat. And they 
are so small that they disappear from 
sight quickly and they are hard to physi¬ 
cally track down and swat into extinc¬ 
tion. 

For months they have been living 
under the chairs and sofa in our den and 
have had themselves a satisfying little 
feast. Before we knew they were there 
they had eaten large patches of wool 
from the canvas on which the rug is 
woven. As long as the chairs and sofa 
stay in their current location there will be 
no visual notice that we have ever hosted 
the pesky creatures. But, if these pieces 
of furniture are ever placed elsewhere, 
the rug will be a sad sight indeed. 

Isn’t it a tragedy that we can be going 
along in life, thinking all things are well, 
and then learn that while we have been 
living the confident life, there have been 
insidious little creatures gnawing their 
way through our underpinnings and they 
have done great damage? Things like 
apathy toward our spiritual life and sta¬ 
bility; unacknowledged hatreds toward 
our fellow travelers; unchecked racial 
prejudices that separate us from our 
brothers and sisters; unhealthy treatment 
of our physical bodies through overeat¬ 
ing, under eating, under-exercising, etc.; 
pressing ourselves to work far beyond 
our capacity to do so and maintain a 
healthy attitude toward our vocation; 
believing that someone owes us some¬ 
thing when we’ve done nothing to merit 
it; and living with a sullen attitude 
toward life and neighbor and thinking we 
are always in the right and others are in 
the wrong. You can add your own list to 
this munching menace that erodes your 
life and the lives of those around you 
while you hold out the false hope that all 
is well. 

I had the opportunity to take fresh 
inventory of my own life and all its hid¬ 
den erosion while on the recent trip to 
Israel. We traveled with some 183 per¬ 
sons, mostly from Louisiana, through the 
Holy Land and experienced again the joy 
of “walking where Jesus walked.” The 
hills of Galilee were never more beauti¬ 
ful. The Sea of Galilee was never bluer. 
The villages where Jesus grew up and 
where he performed his miracles and 
called his disciples called out to me in a 
new way and said, “Come, follow me.” 
The ancient streets of Jerusalem still ring 
out with expectation of the Messiah’s 


second coming. The 
grottos of Bethlehem 
look as if they could 
cradle the newborn 
King once again. 

The streets of 
Jericho still call out 
“Come down from 
your tree! Jesus 
would eat with you 
today.” Touching 
the anointing slab in the magnificent 
Church of the Holy Sepulcher leaves a 
fragrance on your hands that says, “He is 
risen. He is not here.” And touching the 
water of the Galilean sea at the spot 
where tradition says Jesus called his dis¬ 
ciples in from their fishing activity fol¬ 
lowing his resurrection and asked of 
Peter, “Do you love me?” has called me 
to commit myself once again to the total 
giving of myself to this Lord and master. 

Yes, there have been creatures, great 
and small, that have gnawed away at the 
foundations of my life while I have been 
determinedly moving along trying to 
serve and lead to the best of my ability. 

In many ways I didn’t know I had expe¬ 
rienced such damage to the fibers of my 
life. But when I had time to stop and 
move the furniture in my heart around a 
little bit, I saw and was horrified by the 
damage. A big, obvious animal ripping 
through my life didn’t cause that dam¬ 
age. But little, tiny, fluttering bugs that 
can go totally unnoticed until they have 
eaten away significant patches that will 
take much work to repair caused it. 

I’m grateful I had the opportunity to 
travel one more time to Israel. I’m grate¬ 
ful I could walk again where Jesus 
walked. I’m grateful that while I was 
there Jesus walked into my heart and 
exposed some of the things of which I 
was unaware. Now I pray I have the 
strength and awareness to treat the dam¬ 
age until all things are made whole. 

May the Jesus who makes all things 
new enter all our hearts in such a way 
that the hidden damages done by a multi¬ 
tude of things will be exposed to us and 
we will have the blessed experience of 
beginning anew. Life’s journey can be 
so beautiful! It can be even more beauti¬ 
ful when we are moving on to that per¬ 
fection that can only be made possible by 
the saving and sanctifying grace of our 
Lord. “Maranatha! Come, Lord Jesus!” 

In Christ’s love, 

Bill Hutchinson 

fall 



Bishop William W. 
Hutchinson 


Wesley Center director retires 



Richard Bushnell, shown third from left, holds a plaque presented to him at 
his retirement reception held recently at The Wesley Center in Woodworth. 
Bushnell is retiring from the director's position at the Center. Pictured with 
Bushnell are Bishop William W. Hutchinson, Nancy Carruth and James Goins. 


2008 Pre-Conference Meetings 


Acadiana 

Sunday, May 4 

3:00 pm 

1st UMC, Lafayette 


Monday, May 5 

6:30 pm 

Pharr Chapel, 
Morgan City 

Alexandria 

Tuesday, May 6 

6:30pm 

1st UMC, Pineville 

Baton Rouge 

Sunday, May 18 

4:00pm 

1st UMC, 

Baton Rouge 

Lake Charles 

Tuesday, May 6 

7:00pm 

St. Luke Simpson 

Monroe 

Monday, May 12 

6:30pm 

McGuire UMC, 

West Monroe 

New Orleans 

Sunday, May 4 

3:00pm 

St.Timothy UMC 

Shreveport 

Monday, May 12 

6:00pm 

Asbury UMC, 
Bossier 
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General Conference prepared for online visitors 


Clergy spouse retreat starts Feb. 29 


NASHVILLE - United Methodist 
Communications is prepared for thousands 
of online visitors to watch and gather infor¬ 
mation on the denomination’s 2008 legisla¬ 
tive conference in Fort Worth, Texas. 

“The Internet is the window into the 
General Conference for people around the 
world,” said the Rev. Larry Hollon, top 
executive of the denomination’s communi¬ 
cations agency. “Live video and audio 
streaming offer an opportunity to view and 
listen to many of the proceedings of the 
General Conference.” 

About 1,000 delegates from around the 
world will gather April 23 to May 2, 2008 
to determine priorities and set a direction 
for the 11-million member denomination. 
The General Conference’s proceedings will 
be available through GC2008.umc.org or 
www.umc.org. 

Since the 2004 General Conference, 
United Methodist Communications has 
markedly expanded and upgraded its 
Internet capability to meet users’ needs and 
expectations. 

“Our goal is to be the on-line leader 
among major denominational organiza¬ 
tions,” Hollon said. “We are confident we 


The Rev. Cory Sparks grew up in east¬ 
ern Arkansas, where he loved hiking in the 
Ozark Mountains. But for years he didn’t 
see how the natural world related to his call 
to ministry. 

That changed in 2003, when his four 
and a half month old daughter was diag¬ 
nosed with asthma. 

“I was terrified,” said Sparks, then pas¬ 
tor of two United Methodist churches in 
New Orleans. “Her pediatrician told me, 
‘You know, children’s asthma rates are 
high around here, with so much pollution.’ 

I said, ‘No, I didn’t know.’” 

He prayed for his daughter and looked 
to Scripture for understanding. There, he 
found Ezekiel’s harsh words for the kings 
of Israel; “When you drink of clear water, 
must you foul the rest with your feet?” 


will not have the issues that affected many 
persons who followed the work of the 
General Conference on the Internet four 
years ago.” The denomination’s Web sites 
were often overloaded during the 2004 
conference, resulting in shutdowns and 
lengthy delays in accessing vital informa¬ 
tion. 

After 2004’s General Conference, 
Hollon said United Methodist 
Communications’ selected Kintera, Inc. 
(NASDAQ: KNTA), a San Diego, Calif, 
based software as a service provider, to 
host the organization’s Web site. 

“Kintera is focused on continually pro¬ 
viding our clients with the software they 
need to meet their mission,” said Scott 
Crowder, chief technology officer for 
Kintera. “Kintera’s redundant data centers 
help to ensure tUnited Methodist 
Communications can safely increase Web 
traffic without sacrificing performance.” 

“We live in a different Web world in 
2008. We learned from 2004 and we are 
benefiting from expanding technology,” 
Hollon said. “We have the right systems in 
place, and we have the right people posi¬ 
tioned to deal with any issues.” 


(Ezek. 34:18) 

“I started to see,” Sparks said, “that care 
for creation isn’t just one more social agen¬ 
da for the church to pursue. It’s at the root 
of our faith, and choices we make affect 
generations to come.” 

Sparks will be among the workshop 
leaders at a “Caring for Creation” confer¬ 
ence March 7-9 at Mount Sequoyah 
Conference and Retreat Center in 
Fayetteville, Ark. The conference will 
encourage people of faith to care for the 
environment (for information, see 
www.mountsequoyah. org/ caringforcre- 
ation.pdf). 

Editor s Note: This is part of a larger 
article entitled “Going Green, ” written by 
Bill Fentum. The article ran in the Jan. 25 
edition of the United Methodist Reporter 


The 2008 Clergy Spouse Retreat, enti¬ 
tled “Laughter is the Best Medicine,” is 
slated for Feb. 29-Mar. 1 at The Wesley 
Center in Woodworth, La. 

The flyer promoting the event reads, 
“After two and a half years of rebuilding 
churches, lives and relationships, the New 
Orleans District decided it was time to 
laugh a little. 

Participants will be entertained by 
humorist Miz Maudie as she shares the wit 
and wisdom of the elderly. Inspirational 
speaker Kathryn Martin will also be fea¬ 
tured. Miz Maudie will speak Friday 
evening and Kathryn on Saturday morning. 

Heather Putnam will serve as song 
leader for the event. Heather is a graduate 


Duffy Robbins, a 
youth ministry veteran, 
is coming to the 
Louisiana Annual 
Conference March 14- 
15 at Trinity United 
Methodist Church in 
Ruston. 

Robbins will 
inspire, invigorate and 
inform participants dur¬ 
ing the two-day event, 
focusing on youth ministry “how to’s” and 
“what if’s”. This training will benefit any¬ 
one who works with youth in the church. 
Whether you are a volunteer youth direc¬ 
tor/coordinator, youth counselor, Sunday 
School teacher or full-time staff, there will 
be something here for you. Why not come 
as a team? Bring every one who works 
with youth at your church. 

Igniting Ministry, from page i 

These churches are: New Song on Old 
Perkins Road UMC in Prairieville, receiv¬ 
ing $8,928 for their portion of a cinema 
and direct mail campaign; First UMC in 
Hammond, receiving $2,570 for their por¬ 
tion of a radio and cinema buy; Oak Park 
UMC in Lake Charles, receiving $2,033 


of Asbury Theological Seminary receiving 
a Master’s degree in Church Music and 
Christian Education. She and her husband 
Rev. Byron Putnam currently serve Oak 
Grove, Kilboume and Locust Grove United 
Methodist Churches in the Monroe 
District. 

Double occupancy room and board will 
be $63 plus a $10 registration fee payable 
to The Wesley Center. First timers will 
receive a $20 discount on a first-come, 
first-served basis. All clergy spouses 
should watch the mail for registration 
forms. Also, registration may be completed 
online by visiting the conference website at 
www.la-umc.org, then clicking on the 
“clergy spouse retreat” registration link. 


Trinity UMC is located at 1000 West 
Woodward in Ruston, La. 

Check-in will begin at 6 p.m. with the pro¬ 
gram starting at 7 p.m. 

Light refreshments will be provided 
Friday evening, with breakfast and lunch 
served on Saturday. Special arrangements 
have been made for housing at the Sleep 
Inn & Suites, 106 South Service Road, 

East Ruston, La 71270, (318) 232-1100. 
Lodging will be $70 each for 1-4 persons 
per room. Participants will need to call to 
make their own reservations. Ask for 
“Group Reservation: Adult Workers with 
Youth—Trinity UMC.’’For more informa¬ 
tion call Brian Mercer at (318) 251 -0750 
or Tom Dolph at (225) 346-1646. 
Registration can be completed online by 
visiting the Conference website at www.la- 
umc.org. 

for their half of a radio campaign; and 
Aurora UMC in New Orleans, receiving 
$2,225 for their portion of a cinema cam¬ 
paign. 

Broadmoor UMC in Shreveport 
received a grant of $15,107 for a $30,000 
plus LED sign. 


Sparks to lead at'Caring for Creation'conference 


Duffy Robbins to lead workshop 



Duffy Robbins 


Coming events at Mount Sequoyah retreat and conference center 


Caring for Creation Conference March 7-9,2008 

Designed to encourage and challenge people of faith to take the lead in initiating 
and developing programs to increase stewardship of God's creation. 

Jurisdictional Work Week March 31 -April 4,2008 

Volunteers from throughout the jurisdiction enhance the mission and beauty of 
Mount Sequoyah by working on the grounds and buildings. 

Jurisdictional VIM Coordinator Meeting March 31 -April 2,2008 

Interim Ministry Training Phase III April 1 -3,2008 

A three-day gathering to integrate the principles and experiences from Phases I & II. 
Jurisdictional Writer's & Storyteller's Retreat April 12-13,2008 

Featuring Ellen Gilchrist, winner of the National Book Award for Fiction, a record 
three-time recipient of the Thomas Wolfe Award and a contributor to national publi¬ 
cations. 

Basic Training "Boot Camp" for Church Planters May 6-8,2008 

Designed for pastors who are being appointed to a new church start in July, 2008 or 
who have recently planted a new church. 

Jurisdiction Lay Speaking Ministries Conference July 11 -13,2008 

A gathering of Lay Speakers throughout the jurisdiction for training, fellowship, and 
networking. 

Bishop's Week June 17-21,2008 

The theme for Bishop's Week this year is Ministering in the Hard Places. 

Mount Sequoyah Unplugged August 14-17,2008 

Jurisdictional Singer/Songwriter Retreat 

Share your songs and improve your songwriting, singing and guitar picking skills dur¬ 


ing this three day retreat. 

Jurisdictional Senior/Middle Adult Leadership Training September 1 -3,2008 

Training for Pastors, staff, and laity that work with Senior Adult programs in the local 
church, district and conference featuring Dr. Richard Gentzler, Board of Discipleship. 
Course of Study/Formation Event September 2-9,2008 

To educate and spiritually form persons entering United Methodist Ministry. Please 
call for the course of study offering. 

New Church Leadership Institute (Retreat II) October 13-17,2008 

Equipping potential new church pastors with the knowledge and skills for a success¬ 
ful new church start. 

Leaves of Gold October 20-23,2008 

SCJ Senior Adult Retreat with worship, preaching, several workshops from crafts to 
Bible studies, and off site tours. 

Autumn Time (Formerly Leaves of Gold 1) October 27-31,2008 

Senior Adult Retreat with worship, preaching, several workshops from crafts to Bible 
studies, and off site tours. 

Jurisdiction Singles Retreat November 14-16,2008 

A gathering of single persons from throughout the jurisdiction for worship, fellow¬ 
ship and educational workshops.The keynote speaker will be Brennan Manning, 
author of The Ragamuffin Gospel, Abba's Child, Ruthless Trust, and many more. 
Contact: Marilyn Braswell 
800-760-8126 

programs@mountsequoyah.org 

www.mountsequoyah.org 
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The Daughters of Naomi, a mentoring program for girls, perform during a Martin Luther 
King Day celebration held at Camphor Memorial UMC in Baton Rouge. 


Daughters of Naomi celebrate MLK day 


The Daughters of Naomi held their first 
Annual Martin Luther King Extravaganza 
at Camphor Memorial United Methodist 
church on Jan. 26. Darlene A. Moore, 
pastor of Camphor UMC, officiated. The 
Daughters of Naomi is a mentoring pro¬ 
gram based on the Biblical characters Ruth 
and Naomi. It is a Ministry that serves 
girls between the ages of 9 and 18. The 
four points of focus are character develop¬ 
ment, academic excellence, health and 
nutrition and social graces. The program 
featured a fashion show, essay and poetry 
contest winners, and a prayer of dedication 
by Pastor Moore. Jalessa Brazier recited 
the poem “Phenomenal Woman” by Maya 
Angelou. Talsha Johnson moved the audi¬ 


ence with the poem “I, Too”, by Langston 
Hughes. Her younger sister, Tamirra 
Johnson, sang “He’s Sweet” by Blessed. 
Kiandra Willliams sang “I Believe I Can 
Fly”. Essay contest winners were Sarah 
Larrieu of Gonzales and Joshua Terrell of 
Baton Rouge. Poetry contest winner was 
Ambria Jackson of Baton Rouge. Cierra 
Fountain paid tribute to the life of Coretta 
Scott King. There was a “Rites of 
Passage” ceremony led by Alexandria 
Augustus and Annette Yancy. Turmelovea 
Theus Smith of Bethany World Prayer 
Center shared motivating words to the 
young ladies, and there was a dedication of 
new uniforms for the group. The logo for 
the uniforms was designed by Willie Ennis. 



Camphor Memorial UMC 


Danna Andrus 


Camphor Memorial United Methodist 
Church in Baton Rouge held a “spirit- 
filled” revival celebration Jan. 17-19, 
using the theme “Leave Room For 
God.” 

Guest minister for the weekend of 
“celebrating the love and joy of Christ” 
was Rev. Dr. Sheron Patterson, senior 
pastor of Highland Hills UMC in Dallas, 
Tex. Sheron has a Christian radio show 
that reaches thousands of listeners in the 
Dallas area. Dr Patterson holds “Love 
Clinics” around the U.S. as part of her 
ministry. At the clinic held at Camphor 
she spoke on five issues that couples 
face including Money Matters, In-law 
Drama, Communication, Child Rearing 
and Sexual Intimacy. The revival was 
filled with music from various churches, 
including Allen Chapel A.M.E., Jordan 
United Methodist, Freeman Baptist and 
several choirs from Camphor UMC. 

The following Sunday Camphor fea¬ 
tured Danna “Dr. Truth” Andrus, a thera¬ 
pist, professional consultant, motivation¬ 
al speaker and urban youth specialist. 
Andrus spoke on church growth, produc¬ 
tivity and creativity. A workshop after 
the service focused on helping children 
and adults better understand why and 
how many African American youth 
today have self esteem issues and the 
importance of finding wholesome influ¬ 
ences. 


St.Timothy on the Northshore UMC 



The choir from St.Timothy on the Northshore is pictured performing in Manger Square 
in Bethlehem on Christmas Eve 2007. Participating with the choir are Carson-Newman 
College Choir and the Edward Said Youth Orchestra. Over 55,000 people were in the 
square and the program was shown to a world-wide audience on programs including 
CNN World and Good Morning America. Dr. Robert McBain, Minister of Music at St. 
Timothy, is shown conducting the joint choirs. 


Acadiana District dergy,ministry team gather 



Enjoying the Acadiana District clergy meeting are, left to right. La Joanoune 
Morrison(sister of Roger Lathan),Roger Lathan, Sandra Toussaint(sister of Lathan), 
Julian Toussaint and Chinita Toussaint (nephew and niece-in-law of Lathan). 


The 6th annual gathering of the 
Acadiana District clergy, ministry team and 
their families was held at Northwood 
United Methodist Church in Lafayette on 
December 8th. The event was hosted by 
Rev. and Mrs. Roger Lathan, District 
Superintendent of the Acadiana District. 
Rev. Wayne Howington, pastor of 
Northwood, welcomed the guests to 
Lafayette and Northwood. Rev. Pam Roy, 
pastor of Louisiana Memorial in 
Opelousas, opened the celebration with 


prayer. A sumptous Christmas lunch was 
served by members of Northwood UMC. 

The entertainment for the event was 
presented by the Lathan family. Their 
songs were Now Behold the Lamb, Silent 
Night with Descant, Who Would Imagine a 
King, and Glory to the New Bom King. 
The audience was delighted with their ren¬ 
ditions. Following a choral benediction of 
The Lord Bless You and Keep You, the 
gathering was dismissed to celebrate futher 
the birth of our Lord Jesus Christ. 


New Orleans District clergy meet on Epiphany 



Rev. Lekisha Reed, associate pastor for First Grace UMC in New Orleans, Rev. Ralph Ford, 
New Orleans District Superintendent, and Michael Caffery, Youth Director for the 
Mission Zone share a laugh during the Epiphany dinner celebration held at Trey Yuen's 
restaurant in Mandeville on Jan 3,2008. 
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Seminar focuses 

BY REV. DAWN YOUNG, CONFERENCE DIREC¬ 
TOR OF 

CHRISTIAN EDUCATION 

How does the church serve the needs of 
Families in the 21st century? That was one 
of the topics presented at the Family Needs 
Seminar at Broadmoor UMC, Baton Rouge 
on Jan. 26. Approximately 25 people rep¬ 
resenting four different districts in our con¬ 
ference attended this event. Mary Jane 
Pierce Norton of the General Board of 
Discipleship led the workshop. Each par¬ 
ticipant took a quiz to open the seminar, 
which revealed the differences in how fam¬ 
ilies are structured today, and what 
demands are placed upon them. Research 


on family needs 

has constantly revealed that one of the 
most significant things to maintain and 
strengthen family relationships is the 
involvement of a “faith” presence within 
the home. Approximately two-thirds of the 
meeting was devoted to exploring these 
issues, and after lunch the group examined 
ways that the church could better serve 
families. Cokesbury was on hand with a 
number of books that Mary Jane recom¬ 
mended to further the information that was 
provided at the workshop. Those in atten¬ 
dance received certificates for 0.5 CEU’s 
approved by the Board of Ordained 
Ministry. 



Clients navigate a maze at the Outdoor Wilderness Learning Center, top, as part of an 
exercise for families with troubled children. Above, Southeast La. Hospital in Mandeville 
will serve as the home for the Methodist Home for Children of Greater New Orleans. 


Children's Home, from page i 

The facility in Mandeville will have 30 
employees and, ultimately, 22 residents. 
The children’s home in Ruston currently 
has over 300 staff and 106 residents. 

“We also were awarded a new contract 
for a Transitional Living Program located 
in Monroe. This new program will house 
six youth leaving our campus or other fos¬ 
ter care services once they turn 18 years of 
age. This is for youth who have no family 
or relations that can help them to transition 
into adult life. They will reside in a super¬ 
vised apartment setting until they can be 
transitioned on their own. This is a pro¬ 
gram we have wanted to offer for years 
and finally it has become a reality,” added 
DeVille. 

After completing a one year pilot, the 
In-Home Family Service program called 
MST (Multi-Systemic Treatment) has been 
continued for another year. “We are able to 
work with as many as 30 families in the 
Shreveport and Monroe areas providing 
basic residential treatment services within 
their own home. This prevents families 
from having to break up. It helps children 
with their parents where issues can be 
addressed more effectively and at a much 
more efficient cost. I believe this to be the 
program that will grow by leaps and 
bounds in the future, particularly as it 
relates to private families who have not 
reached the point where their child has 
been removed by a state agency from their 
custody and control,” said DeVille. 


Louisiana United Methodist Children 
and Family Services, Inc., the parent 
organization for the children’s homes in 
Ruston and Mandeville, continues to oper¬ 
ate Family Plus programs out of regional 
offices serving the Baton Rouge, 
Alexandria/Pineville, Shreveport and 
Monroe areas. Family Plus offers assess¬ 
ment services, brief in-home counseling 
and educational seminars to churches and 
other groups. “There are plans for addition¬ 
al Family Plus offices which will serve the 
Lake Charles, Lafayette and Mandeville/ 
Hammond areas. Our goal is to target 
every key area of the state so that families 
are never more than a short drive away 
from one of our facilities,” added DeVille. 

The Outdoor Wilderness Learning 
Center, located on 800 acres in Dubach, 
La., continues to offer an equine program, 
camping, a team challenge course, bike 
trails, fishing and other outdoor experi¬ 
ences that offer a unique therapeutic expe¬ 
rience to children and families facing diffi¬ 
culties. 

“Opening the Methodist Home for 
Children of Greater New Orleans is defi¬ 
nitely a milestone. It has been the dream of 
many people, and it required several ‘mira¬ 
cles’ to take place to get to this point. This 
step enhances our ability to be of effective 
ministry enabling us to offer better results 
for the children and the families. It also 
allows the New Orleans facility to be 
reborn, continuing our presence for the 
families of New Orleans,” said DeVille. 


Approximately 25 
people representing 
four different dis¬ 
tricts in our confer¬ 
ence attended the 
Family Needs 
Seminar held at 
Broadmoor UMC on 
Jan. 26. Mary Jane 
Pierce Norton of the 
General Board of 
Discipleship, pic¬ 
tured right, led the 
workshop which 
focused on develop¬ 
ing and maintainng 
family relationships 
centered around a 
'faith' presence. 



Clanton Chapel UMC, Dulac 



Rev. Kirby Verret, shown center in camoflauge, spoke to a volunteer group from Iowa on 
Jan. 28, sharing the story of the Dulac community, the presence of The United 
Methodist Church, and information on the area's economy and erosion issues. 
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Loimi;in;i Conference Office 
527 North Boulevard, Baton Rouge, Louisiana 70802-5700 
Web; www.ta-umc.oig E-mail: lcumc@bdlsouth.net 


for Pastors, Directors and Leaders of Senior Adult Ministries 
with Dr Richard Gentzler 


March 4 & 5,2008 

Wesley Center - Alexandria, LA 


The Rev, Dr, Richard If, Gentzler, Jr, is director of (he 
Center on Aging and Older Adult Ministries for the Genera] Board of 
Disciplcship of The United Methodist Church, Dr GcnlyJcr is a much 
sought after speaker and seminar leader, l le is nationally recognized 
as a teacher, wriier, and leader in the Held of aging and older adult 
ministries, He is the 2003 recipient of the National Inicrfailh 
Coalition on Aging {NICA) ■‘■Spirituality and Aging" Award. 

Dr. Gentzler is author of numerous books on adult and older 
adult ministry His latest book is Ti re Craving of (in? Church; A 
Leader s Guide for Older Aduit Ministry it i The United Metimdkit 
Chunk In addition, he has written several other books 
including: Designing an Older Adittf Ministry; The Pulse of 
Untied Methodist Bdhy Boomer^ and Forty-Sixty: A Guide for 
Xffdiije Aduifs Who Ifrdtu ftt Make u Different^, 

During the event. Dr. Geni/ler will be leading four 
sessions: Myths and Realities of Aging* Spiritual Issues 
of Senior Adults, Designing a Senior Adult Ministry and 
Intentional Ministry with Senior Adults. 


Watch lor more inforntatioc on the Louisiana 
Conference website: www.la~umc.org or contact Carol 
Richardson at 985-626-3307 xll9 


Louisiana Annual Conference 

Presents 


Aging in the 21st Century and Beyond 
Training Seminar 


UMPACT meetings set Feb 24-29 


The Conference Board of Trustees is 
exploring the possibility of comprehensive 
insurance coverage for the churches of the 
Louisiana Conference with UMPACT 
(United Methodist Property and Casualty 
Trust). UMPACT is a captive insurance 
program of The United Methodist Church 
with approximately 20 of the 63 confer¬ 
ences participating in this coverage. 
UMPACT informational meetings for pas¬ 
tors and lay leadership will be held in each 
District from Feb. 24-29. At these same 
meetings, discussions will be held regard¬ 
ing “Safe Sanctuaries” policies. Prior to 
these meetings, each church will complete 
a survey that has been sent digitally 
through the District offices in regard to the 
UMPACT matter. Churches are asked to 
return the completed survey to our 
Conference insurance agent. This may be 
done by email to mcomeaux@mcinnistyn- 
er.com, by fax to the attention of Melinda 
Comeaux at (225) 923-3418 or by mail to 
Mclnnis Tyner, 7814 Office Park Blvd., 
Baton Rouge, LA 70809. If you have any 
questions regarding the survey, please call 
Melinda Comeaux at (225) 215-4975. We 
would like to receive this completed survey 
by Feb. 15. This data will help to establish 
a comprehensive premium rate which 
should be available by April 1 in time to 
guide our decision at the June Annual 
Conference session. 

Following the terrorist attack of 9/11, 
churches in Louisiana began to experience 


sharp increases in property insurance pre¬ 
miums due to the catastrophic losses and 
the risk associated with potential future 
attacks. The Conference Council on 
Finance and Administration met with lead¬ 
ers of UMPACT in August 2005 to explore 
our participation. A week later, Louisiana 
was hit with the devastation of Hurricane 
Katrina. A month later we were hit by 
Hurricane Rita. 

The CFA voted to place the Conference 
insurance coverage with UMPACT, which 
in turn opened the door for the churches of 
the Conference to get quotes from 
UMPACT for their coverage. Several 
churches have already placed their business 
with UMPACT. 

Dates, times and venues for the 
UMPACT/Safe Sanctuaries meetings are as 
follows: 

Acadiana, Feb. 25, 6-9 p.m., Covenant 
UMC in Lafayette; 

Alexandria, Feb. 27, 6-9 p.m., First 
UMC in Alexandria; 

Baton Rouge, Feb. 24, 2-5 p.m., First 
UMC in Gonzales; 

Lake Charles, Feb. 26, 6-9 p.m., First 
UMC in Lake Charles; 

Monroe, Feb. 29, 6-9 p.m., Lea Joyner 
Memorial UMC in Monroe; 

New Orleans, Feb. 24, 3:30-6:30 p.m., 
First UMC in LaPlace; 

Shreveport, Feb. 28, 6-9 p.m., 
Broadmoor UMC (Pearce Hall) in 
Shreveport. 


Bishop's retreat set for March 14-15 


“Making a Difference in Your Church’s 
Future” is the theme of the biennial 
Bishop’s Laity Retreat to be held March 
14-15 at The Wesley Center in Woodworth, 
La. Sponsored by the Louisiana 
Conference Board of Laity, the retreat will 
feature keynote speaker Rev. Dr. Lovett 
Weems, Jr., Distinguished Professor of 
Church Leadership and Director of the G. 
Douglass Lewis Center for Church 
Leadership at Wesley Theological 
Seminary in Washington, D.C. 

Weems will join Bishop William 
Hutchinson in facilitating the exploration 
and discussion of crucial issues facing our 
church, as well as the critical role of the 
laity in leading the church into the future. 
Presentation topics will include 
“Provocative Questions for the UMC,” 
“Leading Lasting Change in the Church,” 
and “Congregational Leadership in the 
Wesleyan Spirit.” 

Rev. Dr. Weems is a popular and high- 
ly-sought-after writer and lecturer on the 
subject of church leadership. A prolific 
author, he has more than 250 published 
articles and books on various aspects of 
leadership theory and practice, including 
Take the Next Step: Leading Lasting 
Change in the Church, Leadership in the 
Wesleyan Spirit, Church Leadership, and 
John Wesley’s Message Today. Many of 
his books on leadership are used regularly 
as seminary textbooks. 

Before becoming Director of the Lewis 
Center, Weems served for 18 years as pres¬ 


ident of St. Paul School of Theology in 
Kansas City, Missouri, and for three years 
as vice president of Wesley Theological 
Seminary. For 20 years he served as a pas¬ 
tor and administrative leader in The United 
Methodist Church, including service on 
multiple occasions as a delegate to General 
and Jurisdictional Conferences. He is a past 
president of the Association of United 
Methodist Theological Schools in the 
United States. 

. Check-in registration will begin at the 
Wesley Center at 4 p.m. on Friday, March 
14, with the first presentation to begin at 7 
p.m., after dinner. The retreat will end fol¬ 
lowing lunch and a communion worship 
service at approximately 2 p.m. on 
Saturday, March 15. 

For those staying at The Wesley Center, 
the individual fees for the retreat, inclusive 
of registration fee, one night’s lodging at 
the Wesley Center, three meals, snacks, 
coffee and beverages, are as follows: 

Single room (single occupancy) - $100; 
Double Room (double occupancy) - $85; 
Triple Room (triple occupancy) - $80. For 
those lodging elsewhere, the registration 
fee for the retreat, including meals and 
snacks, is $50. 

For advance registration contact Cathy 
Wimberly at The Wesley Center. Call 
(318) 449-4500; or by e-mail at 
CathyWimberley@suddenlink.net. Please 
get in touch with Cathy soon, to ensure 
your place. 


Boy Scouts Girl Scouts Campfire Girls 
Protestant and Catholic Groups 

God and Country Awards Campout 
March 7-9,2008 

The Wesley Center Woodworth, La. 

Presented by the United Methodist Men of the La. Annual Conference of the United 
Methodist Church Event is held in conjunction with Bishop Hutchinson's 
Confirmation Day for the Louisiana Annual Conference 

Registration for God and Country Awards Campout 
March 7-9,2008 


Name:_ 

Age:_ 

Address:_ 

Troop:_ 

Church:_ 

Pastor:_ 

Email: _ 

Bring your own tent and sleeping gear. 
Register please by March 1,2008. 

Cost is $15 per person attending. 

Send application and registration fee to: 

Cathy Wimberley-Wesley Center, 

2350 Methodist Parkway, Woodworth, La 71485 
318-449-4500 or 318-449-4700 
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More than 200 delegation leaders and church journalists attend the United Methodist Pre-General Conference News Briefing, an informational session on issues and processes of 
the denomination's upcoming assembly in Fort Worth,Texas.The Jan. 24-26 briefing, sponsored by United Methodist Communications, was held near the Fort Worth Convention 
Center, where General Conference will open on April 23. Right, Emily DeSalvatore, 19, a lay delegate to the 2008 United Methodist General Conference from Amsterdam, N.Y., talks 
about having "a voice and a vote" at the church's worldwide assembly that begins on April 23 in Fort Worth,Texas. UMNS photos by Larry Nelson. 


News briefing offers glimpse into assembly changes 


FORT WORTH, Texas (UMNS)— 
When United Methodists convene this 
spring for their worldwide assembly, they 
can expect wider international representa¬ 
tion, a denominational budget built around 
four new areas of focus, and carefully cho¬ 
reographed opening sessions aimed at fos¬ 
tering unity through common ministry 
instead of gridlock over divisive social 
issues. 

The 2008 General Conference will meet 
for 10 days—two fewer than the 2004 
gathering in Pittsburgh and with no 
break—but still must sort through more 
than 1,500 petitions, which is about the 
same amount of business conducted at the 
previous assembly. In addition to hearing 
opening addresses from a United Methodist 
bishop and lay person, delegates will hear 
the first-ever Young People’s Address— 
delivered jointly by six teens and young 
adults who promise a presentation “differ¬ 
ent from anything that’s ever been present¬ 
ed to General Conference before.” 

The new approaches are among a bevy 
of changes outlined during the United 
Methodist Pre-General Conference News 
Briefing, an informational session attended 
by more than 200 delegation representa¬ 
tives and church journalists. The Jan. 24-26 
briefing, sponsored by United Methodist 
Communications, was held near the Fort 
Worth Convention Center, where General 
Conference will open on April 23. 

“This is going to be an historic event,” 
said Mary Brooke Casad of this year’s 
opening sessions, which will feature intri¬ 
cate staging and multimedia effects in 
delivering a message of unity and hope in 
mission and ministry. 

“We’ve never done it this way before. 
It’s not going to be just business as usual,” 
said Casad, executive secretary of the 
Connectional Table—itself a new entity 
formed by the last General Conference to 
coordinate mission, ministries and 
resources for The United Methodist 
Church. 

Weary of decades of the church’s top 
legislative meeting being consumed by 
debate over homosexuality and other hot- 
button issues, the Council of Bishops and 
other denominational leaders have shaped a 
new churchwide agenda with the overarch¬ 
ing purpose of making disciples of Jesus 


Christ for the transformation of the world. 
The agenda includes four areas of focus: 
developing principled Christian leaders for 
the church and the world; creating “new 
places for new generations” by starting 
new churches and renewing existing ones; 
engaging in ministry with the poor; and 
fighting the killer diseases of poverty such 
as malaria, tuberculosis and HIV/AIDS. 

Church leaders believe this approach 
will help United Methodists unite to 
address the world’s core needs, reclaim the 
church’s Wesleyan heritage, start a move¬ 
ment and, as a bonus, reverse decades of 
declining membership trends. 

“This is about alignment—with the 
Council of Bishops, the Connectional 
Table, what’s happening in annual confer¬ 
ences—and saying we’re going to coalesce 
(and) combine to make a difference,” said 
the Rev. Jerome Del Pino, chief executive 
of the Board of Higher Education and 
Ministry, which will oversee the church 
leadership initiative. 

It also is hoped that, when the nearly 
1,000 delegates leave General Conference 
to return to their home districts and church¬ 
es, they will know the four areas of focus 
by heart and, with a new clarity about 
“what my church is doing,” spread that 
vision and sense of identity to the people in 
the pews. 

Delegates at the briefing said it’s time 
for Jesus Christ to “do a new thing with 
our church.” 

“I’m not hearing as much about the 
more controversial issues so far,” said the 
Rev. Henry Frueh, a second-time delegate 
from the Troy Annual (regional) 

Conference in New York. “There’s more 
talk about the church positioning itself to 
be more effective in the world. I think 
there’s a sense that if we don’t change the 
way we do church, we’re going to lose the 
opportunity,” he told United Methodist 
New Service. 

The Rev. Tom Berlin, a delegate from 
Herndon, Va., said many people in his gen¬ 
eration (ages 30 to 45) are disenchanted by 
past General Conferences that have focused 
on discordant social issues that “are so pre¬ 
dictable in their outcome”—and not 
enough on substantive issues of need in the 
world. The result, he said, is that ordained 
and lay leaders are tempted to cocoon 


themselves in their local churches “because 
it’s just not worth the emotional energy.” 

“Friends, we’re going to have to lay 
down our arms on these other issues if we 
want to deal with the (new) ones,” Berlin 
told one panel group. 

The briefing featured a session on the 
$642 million, four-year spending plan for 
the denomination beginning in 2009—and 
the new processes and criteria for develop¬ 
ing the budget proposal. For the first time, 
the plan was built on an “outcome-based” 
model that much of the business world 
already follows. Church agencies were 
asked to shape their funding requests 
around the four new areas of focus. Also 
for the first time, the General Council on 
Finance and Administration shared the 
budget-building process with the 
Connectional Table. 

“We’re trying to do something differ¬ 
ent,” said Bishop Lindsey Davis of the 
North Georgia Area, a member of the 
council’s board. “We’re trying to do some¬ 
thing in a more collaborative fashion 
together.” 

Davis said the previous budget process 
was “more competitive than it should have 
been” among various groups within the 
church contending for their “fair share” of 
the pie. 

“What we’re trying to do ... is to begin 
to align this budget not only with the areas 
of focus ... but with a church that is begin¬ 
ning to think very specifically about out¬ 
comes, about being productive and effec¬ 
tive and actually changing the world,” he 
said. 

The $642 million plan represents a 1.2 
percent annual increase for a total increase 
of 4.8 percent over four years. “All of us 
know inflation is more than that,” Davis 
said. “In terms of real dollars, it represents 
less money for all our boards and agencies 
and less money for the general church at 
large.” 

He also emphasized that the budget rep¬ 
resents only 1 percent of the net spending 
of the entire denomination and cautioned 
against skimping on mission and ministry 
done at the denominational level. “Ninety- 
nine percent of all the resources of our 
denomination are spent at the local, annual 
conference and jurisdictional level,” he 
said. 


With United Methodist membership 
shrinking in the United States and growing 
in Africa and the Philippines, the makeup 
of General Conference delegates will 
reflect those trends. Central conferences 
(those in annual conferences outside the 
United States) will have 278 delegates, 100 
more than in 2004. Annual conferences in 
U.S. jurisdictions have elected 714 dele¬ 
gates. 

Church leaders who oversee delegate 
training asked the U.S. delegates to show 
patience and understanding in working 
with overseas delegates, who need time for 
translation services and are unfamiliar with 
parliamentary procedure used in the United 
States. 

“If we’re going to be a global church, 
we need to hear each other’s voices, and 
we need to be attentive to each other’s 
voices, and we need to be understanding 
that the American way is only one way,” 
said the Rev. Gere Reist, secretary of the 
General Conference. 

Reist urged delegates to carefully read 
proposed rule changes that will be voted on 
at the beginning of the assembly. “There 
are significant changes this time around,” 
he said. He cited proposals to elect all sub¬ 
committee chairs by ballot, merging the 
Commission on General Conference with 
the Committee on Rules, and using parlia¬ 
mentarians in all legislative committees. 

The proposed rules also prohibit talking 
on cell phones and using laptop computers 
on the convention floor. 

The Rev. Gary Graves, petitions secre¬ 
tary, reported that more than a quarter of 
the 1,564 petitions filed are related to the 
Board of Church and Society, the church’s 
social action agency. Delegates will get 
their first look at all the petitions after 
receiving The Advance Daily Christian 
Advocate, which publishes petitions and 
other information related to General 
Conference and is scheduled to be shipped 
Feb. 7-8. 

Graves thanked petitioners for “making 
the transition to digital submissions.” 

“I know that it was like pulling teeth for 
some people, and others can’t figure why it 
took us 20 years to catch up with every¬ 
body else,” he said. He noted that the 

See General Conference, pages 
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Book Review - Living into the Mystery: A United Methodist Guide for 
Celebrating Holy Communion 


BY REV. JUAN C. HUERTAS, 

In the opening paragraph of This Holy 
Mystery: A United Methodist 
Understanding of Holy Communion, a 
story is told of a little girl who in response 
to Holy Communion exclaimed “I want 
more, I want more.” This story is represen¬ 
tative of what the people called Methodist 
want as it relates to the teaching and cele¬ 
bration of Holy Communion in United 
Methodism. This Holy Mystery (THM) 
introduces us to the historical, theological, 
and practical background of the UM under¬ 
standing of Holy Communion. In the new 
volume of the “Living into Our Worship” 
series, Living into the Mystery (LIM), a 
group of UM pastors, scholars, and leaders, 
give us a guide for celebrating Holy 
Communion in UM churches. 

The goal of this resource is to provide 
“detailed guidance for the practices of 
offering and leading worship in light of our 
shared theology and our diverse cultural 
and missional contexts,” and to “help wor¬ 
shipers and worship leaders live into a rich¬ 
er experience of the United Methodist ritu¬ 
al of Holy Communion.” (LIM, Preface) 


Living into the Mystery begins with 
these basic principles for celebrating Holy 
Communion: 

Always be real 

Allow time for gracious and generous 
celebration 

Leam and teach gestures along with 
words 

A worship leader is like a choir director 

Worship leaders offer their best & 
inspire the congregation to offer its best in 
worship 

The rest of the volume uses these basic 
principles to guide the practice of Holy 
Communion in our churches. LIM guides 
us through the Invitation, Preparing the 
Table, Proclaiming the Great Thanksgiving, 
Presiding, and the distribution. At each 
point we are given a series of detailed prin¬ 
ciples for faithful, gracious, and inspiring 
celebration. 

One of my favorite aspects of the book 
is a chart containing expanded directions 
for gesturing at the table. These are helpful 
in making the Eucharistic celebration 
accessible while still communicating its 
sacredness. The chart also helps pastors in 


communicating the Great Thanksgiving as 
prayer instead of merely a reading. 

Living into the Mystery concludes with 
the following Appendices: a sample bullet- 
ing announcement, a glossary of terms, 
what to wear (a vesting guide for UM), and 
a Group study guide. 

This volume gives lay and clergy lead¬ 
ership language, gestures, and information 
that makes clear our theology of the holy 
meal each time we celebrate it. The format 
makes the information easy to understand 
and to implement. I am excited that we are 
making this kind of resource available to 
our churches and our pastors. Future vol¬ 
umes in this series will cover the Baptismal 
Covenant (Volume 2), and daily prayer, 
healing, marriage, and death and resurrec¬ 
tion (Volume 3). 

Living into the Mystery is a must read 
for all pastors and lay leaders, and a recom¬ 
mended resource for worship teams, altar 
guilds and any person interested in Holy 
Communion from a United Methodist per¬ 
spective. This book is available only as a 
PDF download through The Upper Room 
Online Store at www.upperroom.org. 


Living into the 
:Mystery: 



General Conference, from page 7 

change saved money and trees and shaved 
about two months of production time off 
the petitions process. 

Briefings ranged from hot-button issues 
such as Middle East-related divestment to 
strategies encouraging healthier lifestyles 
by pastors and church employees. Other 
panel discussions included ethnic initia¬ 
tives in the church, proposals to change 
United Methodist structure to reflect the 
worldwide nature of the church, a new 
Social Creed up for consideration, the 
State of the Church report and how to nav¬ 
igate General Conference. Breakout ses¬ 
sions for delegates addressed “holy confer¬ 
encing”—practices designed to set a more 
civil tone of discussion and listening in the 
legislative process. 

Participants also toured the convention 
center and received an update on the chal¬ 
lenges of housing all delegates in down¬ 
town Fort Worth’s tight hotel market. 

Many of the 1,500 delegates and staff 
members will be housed in outlying hotels 
and must commute daily to the convention 
center. Thousands of visitors also will 
attend parts of the meetings and worship 
services. 


Position Available 

St. Mark’s UMC, El Paso, Texas is 
seeking a full time Director of Praise 
and Worship. Looking for a person¬ 
able, flexible, creative, talented, expe¬ 
rienced and visionary musician to lead 
musicians and vocalists at largest 
church in New Mexico Conference. 
See job description and application at 
www.loveroad.org. 
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Everything 

YOU EVER WANTED 
TO KNOW ABOUT WILLS . . . 




IS NOW AVAILABLE ON 


Who Requires a Will 
Dying Without a Will 
Healthcare Directives 


4i 


UNITED METHODIST 

Foundation 

- ofLo u isinnn -- 

I “Where Faith and Money Come Together” I 


Planning for Children 
How to Update a Will 
Wills vs. Trusts 

Learn more about leaving a lasting legacy. 
View our Wills Guide Videos at 


(225) 346-1535 
(800) 256-9317 
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Shreveport La. 
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Sanctifying Grace 
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Gates Foundation invites church to apply for grant 


The United Methodist Church has been 
invited to apply for up to $5 million from 
the Bill & Melinda Gates Foundation and 
the United Nations Foundation to under¬ 
write a campaign to strengthen its global 
health ministries. 

The fundraising, education and outreach 


campaign would aim to raise $100 million 
over three years and especially would sup¬ 
port the church’s efforts to eradicate malar¬ 
ia and other diseases of poverty in Africa. 

Bishop Janice Riggle Huie, president of 
the United Methodist Council of Bishops, 
received the invitation in mid-January 


through the United Nations Foundation, 
which is helping to facilitate the grant 
process. 

The development was announced Jan. 

26 by Bishop Felton E. May, interim chief 
executive of the United Methodist Board of 

See Gates, page 3 


Hispanic Ministry 



Rev. Sam Calvo, pastor of El Mesias in Kenner, is shown during a recent Baptism at the church. El Mesias, mainly an 
Hispanic/Latino congregation, is part of a growing Hispanic ministry in the Louisiana Annual Conference.The state has experi¬ 
enced a significant increase in its Hispanic/Latino population due to Hurricane Katrina and other factors. 


Conference outreach to Hispanics/Latinos expanded 


Hispanic Ministries in the Louisiana 
Annual Conference are growing and 
expanding, said Pete Aguila, chairperson 
for the conference’s Hispanic Ministries 
task force. 

Until recently, efforts to minister to 
Spanish speaking persons have been cen¬ 
tralized at El Mesias United Methodist 
Church in Kenner. Now, community cen¬ 
ters serving the Hispanic population of 
our conference are located at El Mesias 
as well as First Grace UMC in New 
Orleans and Covenant UMC in 
Chalmette. 

In addition, an ecumenical immigra¬ 


tion services center is forming and will 
be located in Alexandria. Rev. Juan 
Huertas, assistant pastor for Horseshoe 
UMC, will be spearheading this effort. 

The community centers are providing 
a variety of services, such as ESL 
(English as a Second Language), citizen¬ 
ship and GED classes. “We also offer 
mentoring and immigration assistance,” 
said Maribel Calvo, a GBGM lay mis¬ 
sionary who works at El Mesias UMC 
with her father-in-law and church pastor 
Rev. Sam Calvo. 

El Mesias UMC, mainly an 
Hispanic/Latino congregation, holds 


Sunday morning worship services at 9 
a.m. in English and at 11 a.m. in Spanish. 

First Grace UMC holds its traditional 
service in English, followed by an 11 
a.m. service which includes bi-lingual 
components. “A Bible study in Spanish is 
held every Wesdnesday,” added Rev. 
Oscar Ramos. Ramos and his wife Rev. 
Juanita Ramos are GBGM missionaries 
to the Louisiana Conference working 
with the expansion of Hispanic Ministries 
throughout the state. 

Covenant UMC in Chalmette holds a 

See Ministry, page 7 
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ON THE JOURNEY 

Quite a Week 


My heart is full of joy. My eyes are 
full of tears. My spirit is full of hope. 

My emotions are wrung out. It’s been 
quite a week and an even greater week¬ 
end! 

Last Sunday Kay and I attended the 
launch service of one of our new church¬ 
es, New Song United Methodist Church. 
This is the church being planted in the 
Prairieville area and currently meeting in 
a theatre workshop building just outside 
Gonzales. Trey Harris is the pastor. It 
was an exciting morning, with some 140- 
150 in attendance. Trey preached a mov¬ 
ing sermon. The congregation was filled 
with people of all ages. It is apparent 
there has been much work done to come 
to this point in this young church’s life 
and I believe they are off to a great start! 
My heart is full of joy. 

Monday began with my reporting for 
Jury Duty. Yes, Jury Duty! I had been 
excused two times before and I just 
couldn’t be excused another time. So, I 
showed up at the courthouse, along with 
hundreds of others who had been sum¬ 
moned, and went through the paces of 
becoming assigned to a panel that would 
be used to supply jurors if needed. After 
the orientation, we were sent to the city 
library where we spent the remainder of 
the day just sitting and waiting. Nothing 
happened and we were dismissed until 
the next morning. 

On Tuesday I showed up at 8:00 am 
to begin yet another day of sitting in the 
library and waiting. One thing I did 
accomplish is I finished my latest Tony 
Hillerman novel, The Shape Shifter. I 
worked for a while on possible pastoral 
appointments, and I began an Alan Alda 
book entitled Things I Overheard While 
Talking to Myself. In late morning I was 
dismissed permanently and I went back 
to my office to tackle many administra¬ 
tive things that needed my attention. My 
heart is full of joy. 

Wednesday afternoon and evening I 
joined the District Superintendents, 
Provost and VIM Director in hosting the 
Oklahoma Cabinet at Sager-Brown, the 
UMCOR Depot. The Oklahomans had 
come as a work team to Dulac and were 
visiting Sager-Brown for an information¬ 
al tour. It was a joy to welcome them 
and thank them for their participation in 
the massive storm recovery effort we 
have underway in Louisiana. My heart 
is full of joy. 

Thursday and Friday were back to the 
grind in the office. So many things had 
stacked up and it was good to have two 
days to try and address them. My heart 
is full of joy. 

All day Saturday Dr. Ralph Ford, Dr. 
Martha Orphe, and I spent twelve 
straight hours hearing the stories of 
churches in the Mission Zone in New 


Orleans and assess¬ 
ing their needs for 
next year. It is so 
moving to hear how 
they are making 
progress and how 
they are recovering 
from the ravages of 
Katrina. The atti¬ 
tude of everyone we 
talked with was 
upbeat, positive and 
hopeful for the future. My heart is full of 

joy. 

This morning, Sunday, I had the joy 
of preaching at the rededication services 
at First UMC, Slidell. The beautiful 
refurbished sanctuary, which was seri¬ 
ously damaged by Katrina, was a delight 
to behold. The atmosphere of worship 
was filled with the Holy Spirit. In spite 
of a rainy day, happiness filled the room. 
My heart is full of joy. 

Early this morning I learned that a 
dear friend and former staff member in 
New Mexico had succumbed to the per¬ 
sistent invasion of cancer in her body. 

My eyes are full of tears. 

All afternoon today and into the 
evening we continued our meetings in 
New Orleans with churches that are in 
the Mission Zone. While their spirits 
were good and their outlook positive, our 
brothers and sisters in the New Orleans 
East Cooperative Parish (Cornerstone, 
Hartzell, and Covenant Chalmette) are 
still enduring tremendous hardships. 

Their shoulders are broad and their 
minds focus upward, but they are hurting 
in the midst of recovering. My eyes are 
full of tears. My spirit is full of hope. 

I had a wonderful dinner meeting 
tonight on my way out of New Orleans 
with one of our pastors. He is doing 
great work at his church and he wants to 
do more for Christ’s Kingdom. My heart 
is filled with joy. My spirit is filled with 
hope. 

Now here I sit at the computer, hop¬ 
ing to say a word to you that is helpful. 
My emotions are wrung out! But as I 
count my times of joy as opposed to the 
time of tears, I rejoice. As I realize the 
signs of hope outnumber the times of 
tears, I celebrate. It’s really been a great 
week and an even greater weekend! My, 
my, my! What a journey we have as fol¬ 
lowers of Christ! “To God be the glory, 
great things He has done.” 

In Christ’s love, 


Bill Hutchinson 

fall 



Bishop William W. 
Hutchinson 


Bishop leads tour to the Holy Land 



A group from the Louisiana Annual Conference recently traveled to the Holy 
Land with Bishop William W. Hutchinson and his wife Kay.The Bishop is shown 
in the above photo sprinkling water from the Jordan River in a "Remembering 
Our Baptism" service in which the traveling group participated. 


2008 Pre-Conference Meetings 


Acadiana 

Sunday, May 4 

3:00 pm 

1st UMC, Lafayette 


Monday, May 5 

6:30 pm 

Pharr Chapel, 
Morgan City 

Alexandria 

Tuesday, May 6 

6:30pm 

1st UMC, Pineville 

Baton Rouge 

Sunday, May 18 

4:00pm 

1st UMC, 

Baton Rouge 

Lake Charles 

Tuesday, May 6 

7:00pm 

St. Luke Simpson 

Monroe 

Monday, May 12 

6:30pm 

McGuire UMC, 
West Monroe 

New Orleans 

Sunday, May 4 

3:00pm 

St.Timothy UMC 

Shreveport 

Monday, May 12 

6:00pm 

Asbury UMC, 
Bossier 
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2008 General Conference to encourage 'Holy Conferencing' 


BYBUZZYANDING 
LA.CONFERENCE LAY 
LEADER 

United Methodists 
worldwide will gather 
this spring for the 
quadrennial General 
Conference, opening at 
the Fort Worth 
Convention Center on 
April 23. As the top 
policy-making body of 
the international United Methodist Church, 
General Conference is the only body that 
officially speaks for the denomination. 
During the 10-day session, 992 delegates 
(including 10 from the Louisiana Annual 
Conference) will revise the Book of 
Discipline, which regulates the manner in 
which local churches, annual conferences 
and general agencies are organized, and 
which also contains the policies regarding 
church membership, ordination of clergy, 
administration, social issues and judicial 
procedures. Delegates will also adopt reso¬ 
lutions on current social, moral, public pol¬ 
icy and economic issues, as well as 
approve plans and budgets for denomina¬ 
tion-wide programs for the next four years. 

The 2008 General Conference will meet 
for 10 days - two fewer than the 2004 
gathering in Pittsburgh and with no break - 
to consider and take action upon more than 
1,500 petitions, which represents about the 


same amount of business conducted at the 
last such assembly. Petitions filed for con¬ 
sideration and action by delegates cover a 
wide range of topics, including such issues 
as global warming, the death penalty, 
divestiture of church investment in compa¬ 
nies lending support to conflict in the 
Middle East and Sudan, abortion, transgen- 
derism, homosexuality, the size and make¬ 
up of General Conference, and term limits 
and retirement age for Bishops. 

Rev. Bob Burgess and I, Louisiana’s 
lead lay and clergy delegates, recently 
attended the United Methodist Pre-General 
Conference News Briefing in Fort Worth, 
and reported that delegates to this General 
Conference can expect wider international 
representation, a denominational budget 
built around four new areas of focus, and 
opening sessions aimed at fostering unity 
through common ministry instead of grid¬ 
lock over divisive social issues. In addition 
to the traditional Episcopal and lay address¬ 
es, delegates will also hear the first-ever 
Young People’s address, delivered jointly 
by six teens and young adults who promise 
a presentation “different from anything 
that’s ever before been presented to 
General Conference.” 

In an effort to change the focus of 
debate from divisive social issues to posi¬ 
tive opportunities for mission and ministry, 
the Council of Bishops and other denomi¬ 
national leaders have formulated a new 


agenda, with the overarching goal of “mak¬ 
ing disciples of Jesus Christ for the trans¬ 
formation of the world.” The new agenda 
includes four areas of major focus to guide 
the future work of the denomination: devel¬ 
oping principled Christian leaders for the 
church and the world; creating “new places 
for new generations” by starting new 
churches and renewing existing ones; 
engaging in ministry with the poor; and 
fighting the killer diseases of poverty such 
as malaria, tuberculosis and HIV/AIDS. It 
is hoped that this new direction will help 
United Methodists unite to address the 
world’s core needs, reclaim the church’s 
Wesleyan heritage, and begin a movement 
toward more active discipleship and church 
growth. 

To further promote harmonious and 
productive debate, church leaders have also 
endorsed the concept of, and promulgated 
guidelines for, “Holy Conferencing.” The 
guidelines are a set of 10 principles which 
encourage respect, civility and mutual 
understanding, as well as seek to ensure 
that diverse voices can be heard in the con¬ 
sideration of legislation and resolutions. 

The pre-conferencing briefing featured 
a review of the $642 million, four-year 
spending plan for the denomination begin¬ 
ning in 2009—and the new processes and 
criteria for developing the budget proposal. 
For the first time, the plan was built on an 
“outcome-based” model that much of the 


business world already follows. Church 
agencies were also asked to shape their 
funding requests around the four new areas 
of focus. Also for the first time, the General 
Council on Finance and Administration 
shared the budget-building process with the 
Connectional Table. 

The $642 million budget represents a 
1.2 percent annual increase for a total 
increase of 4.8 percent over four years. It 
was noted at the briefing that this budget 
represents only 1 percent of the net spend¬ 
ing of the entire denomination. 

With United Methodist membership on 
the decline in the United States, while 
growing in Africa and the Philippines, the 
makeup of General Conference delegates 
will reflect those trends. Central conference 
delegates (those in annual conferences out¬ 
side the United States) will have 278 dele¬ 
gates, 100 more than in 2004. Annual con¬ 
ferences in U.S. jurisdictions have elected 
714 delegates. 

Additional information about General 
Conference can be found on the denomina¬ 
tion’s web site, at www.umc.org, with digi¬ 
tal recordings of the pre-conference brief¬ 
ing sessions available at www 
Leader.gc2008.umc.org. Laity and clergy 
alike are encouraged to send messages of 
concern, inquiry or support to the 
Louisiana delegation at 
lcumc@bellsouth.net 


— 



George'Buzzy' 
Anding 



Episcopal candidates interviewed by general and jurisdictional conference delegates 


Every four years, before General Conference begins, each delegation in the 15 conferences of the South Central Jurisdiction interviews each candidate for the office of Bishop sepa¬ 
rately. The delegation from the Louisiana Annual Conference held these interviews at the conference office in Baton Rouge on Feb. 8. In preparation for these interviews, each can¬ 
didate provided written responses to a series of questions that were provided by the jurisdiction. Not all jurisdictions follow this process. Some other jurisdictions wait and inter¬ 
view candidates just before their jurisdictional conference in the summer when Bishops are elected. The South Central jurisdictional candidates for the episcopacy have entered a 
grueling round of interviews that stretch over six weeks from Feb. 1 to March 15. The candidates, pictured above right, are Earl Bledsoe, endorsed by the Texas Conference and 
Black Methodists for Church Renewal (BMCR);Jim Welch, endorsed by the Texas Conference;Tim Bruster, endorsed by the Central Texas Conference; Roberto Gomez, endorsed by 
the Rio Grande Conference and Methodists Associated for the Hispanic American Cause (MARCHA); Jim Dorff, endorsed by the North Texas Conference; Cheryl Bell, endorsed by the 
Kansas West Conference, the Kansas East, Conference, Black Methodists for Church Renewal and the Women's Leadership Team (WLT); Rodney Steele, endorsed by the Arkansas 
Conference and Black Methodists for Church Renewal ;Mike Lowry, endorsed by the Southwest Texas Conference; Steve Rankin, endorsed by the Kansas West Conference. 


Gates, from page 1 

Global Ministries, and the Rev. Larry 
Hollon, chief executive of United 
Methodist Communications. 

The denomination plans to submit a for¬ 
mal grant proposal in a process that began 
last May with a letter of inquiry. Both May 
and Hollon said many details must be 
worked out regarding the grant, operating 


the campaign, and ministries that will be 
supported by the campaign. 

The invitation to apply for a Gates 
Foundation grant represents “an extraordi¬ 
nary opportunity” for the people of The 
United Methodist Church, said Elizabeth 
Gore, executive director of partnership 
alliances for the U.N. Foundation. 

“The immediate success of Nothing But 
Nets has built momentum among the peo¬ 


ple of the church in support of eliminating 
malaria,” Gore said in a Jan. 15 letter to 
Huie. “It is our goal to work in partnership 
with you and executive leadership over the 
coming years to save lives and inspire the 
launch of an inspirational movement within 
the church.” 

The United Methodist Church has long 
been a key player in the fight against 
malaria and other diseases of poverty, hav¬ 


ing operated hospitals, clinics, schools and 
mission centers across Africa for more than 
160 years. 

In recent years, the denomination has 
increasingly sought ways to partner with 
other organizations—particularly in its 
global health initiatives—to leverage fund¬ 
ing and gain greater access to networks and 
knowledge that can contribute to substan¬ 
tive global change. 
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Bayou Blue UMC 



Bayou Blue UMC recently celebrated UMW Sunday. Pictured are guest speaker Rev. 
Regina Hickman, Vickie Bollinger, UMW president, and Michelle LeBoeuf. 


Bayou Blue United Methodist Church 
in Houma celebrated United Methodist 
Women’s Day on Feb. 10 during a service 
planned by UMW President Vickie 
Bollinger. The congregation enjoyed an 
anthem performed by an all-ladies’ choir, 


and Rev. Regina Hickman of Golden 
Meadow and Grand Isle UMCs delivered 
the message. Michelle LeBoeuf, UMW 
Woman of the Year, was presented with a 
pin at this service. 


Leesville Korean UMC 



Members of Leesville Korean United Methodist Church, a multicultural congregation in 
the Lake Charles District, are pictured during fellowship time.The congregation is grow¬ 
ing in its ministry to persons of Korean descent. A Korean Christian song and dance 
group was featured during a service where four persons were baptized. 


Leesville Korean United Methodist 
Church, a multicultural congregation in the 
Lake Charles District, is growing in its 
ministry to persons of Korean descent. 

Sermons are offered in Korean and 
English in Sunday morning worship, which 
has an average attendance of 20 people. 

Bible study is offered every Wednesday 
evening, and members are encouraged to 
read the Bible every morning at the church 
at 6 a.m. 

A Korean Christian song and dance 


service was offered last year, during which 
four persons were baptized. 

The church is badly in need of repair of 
the roof, which was damaged in Hurricane 
Rita. The cost of repair is more than the 
insurance settlement, and members of the 
congregation are tithing to a building fund 
to pay for the repair and future repairs that 
may be needed. 

Plans to start a Bible study in English 
are slated for 2008. 
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The winners of the 2007 Edward Askew Memorial Missions Run/Walk, sponsored by 
Pharr Chapel United Methodist Church in Morgan City, proudly display their medals. 
The 2008 event is scheduled for Saturday, March 15. 

Pharr Chapel UMC 


Pharr Chapel United Methodist Church 
in Morgan City invites all interested parties 
to participate in the 10th Edward Askew 
Memorial Missions Run/Walk to be held 
on Saturday, March 15, 2008 at 9 a.m. 
There are prizes given for all age groups 
and many other categories. Post-race fel¬ 
lowship includes a complimentary lunch. 


For a registration form, visit phar- 
rchapelumc.org, call the church office at 
(985) 384-7984, or e-mail Rev. Lamar 
Oliver at pastor@pharrchapelumc.org All 
proceeds go towards supporting the mis¬ 
sion’s ministry and teams of Pharr Chapel 
UMC. 



Haven-Trinity UMC 


Haven-Trinity United Methodist 
Church celebrated United Methodist 
Women Sunday with an installation of 
officers, conducted by Evelyn Martin. 

Martin, the dean of the 2008 School 
of Christian Mission, is a member of 
Haven-Trinity UMC. 

During the Sunday service, soloists 


Adrela Upshaw and Althea Childress 
joined keynote speaker Phyllis Jefferson, 
who spoke on the theme “Go Forward: 
Resurrection Women.” The service was 
led by Rev. Charles Washington, pastor. 

The 2008 School of Christian Mission 
is scheduled for July 23-26 at The 
Wesley Center in Woodworth. 
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Artist creates icons of the civil rights movement 



A volunteer helps clear away fallen trees in Atkins, Ark., one day after a Feb. 5 tornado 
struck the area.The twister killed four people in the town and caused extensive dam¬ 
age. Tennessee, Indiana, Kentucky, Mississippi and Alabama also reported deaths and 
destruction from a rare, midwinter storm that spurred dozens of tornadoes. A UMNS 
photo by Billy Reeder. 

Update: United Methodists respond to storms 


BY JOHN GORDON 

When artist Pamela Chatterton-Purdy 
began working on her latest project depict¬ 
ing heroes of the U.S. civil rights move¬ 
ment, she drew on her own experiences— 
beginning as a civil rights activist herself in 
the 1960s. 

Purdy and her husband, David, a retired 
United Methodist pastor and district super¬ 
intendent, were among white people who 
marched hand-in-hand with African 
Americans fighting for racial equality. Her 
first job was with Ebony magazine. The 
couple’s experiences grew even more per¬ 
sonal after they adopted an African- 
American son and another son of African- 
American and Vietnamese descent. 

She ’’connected the dots” of her experi¬ 
ences and her passion for civil rights in her 
Icons of the Civil Rights project in time for 
Black History Month and the 40th anniver¬ 
sary of the assassination of the Rev. Martin 
Luther King Jr. The images took her three- 
and-a-half months to create. 

Her 16 wood and gold-leaf icons are 
being displayed at schools, churches and 
the Boston Statehouse. 

”1 did them from a very religious stand¬ 
point, in that I really see the civil rights 
movement as God present in the Holy 
Spirit," said Purdy, 67, who lives in 
Harwich Port on Cape Cod. "The Holy 


Spirit moved ordinary people to do very 
extraordinary things. 

”So many of these people gave their 
lives for freedom.” 

Both of Purdy’s latest artistic projects 
are shaped by dark days in U.S. history. 

Her first icon series dealt with the 9/11 ter¬ 
rorist attack. A lifelong United Methodist, 
she struggled with her own questions about 
the tragedy. 

In her latest project, some of the icons 
note the role of children in the civil rights 
movement-the Ku Klux Klan’s brutal mur¬ 
der of 14-year-old Emmett Till in 
Mississippi in 1955 and the arrest of hun¬ 
dreds of young demonstrators who partici¬ 
pated in the 1963 children’s campaign in 
Birmingham, Ala. 

She hopes her audience includes young 
people today "who take it for granted that 
blacks have as many rights as whites. They 
shouldn't take it for granted," said Purdy, 
"because that prize was won with a lot of 
blood." 

Till's murder was the "dawn of my own 
awakening" of the civil rights movement, 
said the Rev. Wesley Williams, pastor of 
Orleans United Methodist Church in 
Orleans, Mass., where the icons were 
shown. "I was about 9 years old when that 
happened. And I think it was my first expe¬ 
rience with having to consider death." 


NASHVILLE, Tenn. (UMNS) - United 
Methodists are helping communities in 
four states recover from a series of torna¬ 
does that killed nearly 60 people in one 
night. 

A rare midwinter storm spawned the 
tornadoes that struck the U.S. South Eeb. 5, 
flattening homes and businesses. Alabama, 
Arkansas and Kentucky all suffered fatali¬ 
ties, with Tennessee experiencing the high¬ 
est death toll at 32, according to news 
reports. 

Bethpage (Tenn.) United Methodist 
Church is collecting donations to help pay 
for the funeral of a young mother, Karey 
Beth Stowell, whose infant was ripped 
from her arms during the deadly rampage. 
The infant was found and taken to the hos¬ 
pital and is doing well, according to the 
Rev. James R. Hewgley. Another family in 
his congregation lost grandparents in the 
storm. 

The church is also serving as a drop-off 
site for donations to storm victims. “We 
have a big parking lot, 22 acres, and we 
can handle big trucks while many other 
areas are blocked by debris,” Hewgley 
said. 

Two United Methodist churches in 
Tennessee were damaged, but Bill Carr, 
disaster relief coordinator in the Memphis 
Annual (regional) Conference said the 
church was “so blessed.” 

Macedonia United Methodist Church in 
Arlington, Tenn., suffered minor damage, 
and Andrews Chapel United Methodist 
Church had moderate damage, Carr said. 

United Methodist-related Lambuth 
College in Jackson, Tenn., reached out to 
students and faculty from Union. 

“I want to thank all our faculty, staff and 
students who have volunteered to help 
Union,” said R. Ered Zuker, president of 
Lambuth. “I am especially grateful to those 
students who prepared rooms and stood by 
to welcome any Union students who 
sought refuge on our campus. This effort is 
indicative of our students’ character and 
their generosity of spirit.” 

The Rev. Thomas Bullock, pastor of 
Dyer United Methodist Church, and his 


wife, Betty, were hospitalized for carbon 
monoxide poisoning from a generator they 
were using after the storms knocked out 
electricity. Both were expected to be 
released from the hospital Feb. 7, Carr 
said. 

In Alabama, Upper Sand Mountain 
Parish Director Teddy Crum reported that 
“at least 16 families in our area lost their 
homes completely while others suffered 
major damages to homes.” 

The Rev. Charlie Douglas, who inspect¬ 
ed the hardest-hit areas in Kentucky, said 
all the damage is centered in four counties, 
with Muhlenberg reporting the worst dam¬ 
age. Douglas said 150 to 175 homes in 
three communities in that county were 
destroyed. 

First United Methodist Church in 
Central City, Ky., is serving as a distribu¬ 
tion point for a shelter close to the church. 

“Right now, we just need help removing 
debris,” Douglas said. 

Injuries and extensive property damage 
were reported in 10 Arkansas counties. The 
hardest hit communities were Atkins, 
Cleveland, Clinton, Ash Flat, Highland, 
Mountain View, Zion, Junction City and 
Gassville. 

The United Methodist Committee on 
Relief issued a $10,000 emergency grant to 
help with the Arkansas Conference’s initial 
response. President Bush declared 
Arkansas a major disaster site and ordered 
federal aid to supplement state and local 
recovery efforts. 

Churches across the state are serving as 
collection sites for supplies such as water, 
blankets, ready-to-eat foods, personal care 
items and cleaning products. 

UMCOR is working with the areas 
affected by the storm and has sent out 
some emergency grants, said the Rev. Tom 
Hazelwood, the agency’s domestic disaster 
coordinator. 

Christy Smith of Brownsville, Tenn., 
near Jackson, is coordinating UMCOR’s 
response to the tornadoes. 

Checks for relief can be dropped in 
church collection plates. Write “UMCOR 
Advance #901670, Super Tuesday.” 



The Rev. Wesley Williams, pastor of Orleans (Mass.) United Methodist Church, views an 
icon of Jimmie Lee Jackson, one of 16 heroes and events highlighted in the Icons of the 
Civil Rights Movement project by artist Pamela Chatterton-Purdy, top. A lifelong United 
Methodist, Purdy created the 16 wood and gold-leaf icons to mark the 40th anniversary 
of the assassination of the Rev. Martin Luther King Jr. and Black History Month.The 
exhibit, shown here at Williams' church, is being displayed at schools, churches and the 
Boston statehouse. A UMNS photo by John Gordon 
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Umpact meetings set Feb. 24-29 


The Conference Board of Trustees is 
exploring the possibility of comprehen¬ 
sive insurance coverage for the churches 
of the Louisiana Conference with 
UMPACT (United Methodist Property 
and Casualty Trust). UMPACT is a cap¬ 
tive insurance program of The United 
Methodist Church with approximately 
20 of the 63 conferences participating in 
this coverage. UMPACT informational 
meetings for pastors and lay leadership 
will be held in each District from Feb. 
24-29. At these same meetings, discus¬ 
sions will be held regarding “Safe 
Sanctuaries” policies. Prior to these 
meetings, each church will complete a 
survey that has been sent digitally 
through the District offices in regard to 
the UMPACT matter. Churches are 
asked to return the completed survey to 
our Conference insurance agent. This 
may be done by email to 
mcomeaux@mcinnistyner.com, by fax 
to the attention of Melinda Comeaux at 
(225) 923-3418 or by mail to Mclnnis 
Tyner, 7814 Office Park Blvd., Baton 
Rouge, LA 70809. If you have any 
questions regarding the survey, please 
call Melinda Comeaux at (225) 215- 
4975. We would like to receive this 
completed survey by Feb. 15. This data 
will help to establish a comprehensive 
premium rate which should be available 
by April 1 in time to guide our decision 
at the June Annual Conference session. 

Following the terrorist attack of 9/11, 
churches in Louisiana began to experi¬ 


ence sharp increases in property insur¬ 
ance premiums due to the catastrophic 
losses and the risk associated with 
potential future attacks. The Conference 
Council on Finance and Administration 
met with leaders of UMPACT in August 
2005 to explore our participation. A 
week later, Louisiana was hit with the 
devastation of Hurricane Katrina. A 
month later we were hit by Hurricane 
Rita. 

The CFA voted to place the 
Conference insurance coverage with 
UMPACT, which in turn opened the 
door for the churches of the Conference 
to get quotes from UMPACT for their 
coverage. Several churches have already 
placed their business with UMPACT. 

Dates, times and venues for the 
UMPACT/Safe Sanctuaries meetings 
are as follows: 

Acadiana, Feb. 25, 6-9 p.m., 
Covenant UMC in Lafayette; 

Alexandria, Feb. 27, 6-9 p.m., 
First UMC in Alexandria; 

Baton Rouge, Feb. 24, 2-5 p.m., First 
UMC in Gonzales; 

Lake Charles, Feb. 26, 6-9 p.m., First 
UMC in Lake Charles; 

Monroe, Feb. 29, 6-9 p.m., Lea 
Joyner Memorial UMC in Monroe; 

New Orleans, Feb. 24, 3:30-6:30 
p.m., First UMC in LaPlace; 

Shreveport, Feb. 28, 6-9 p.m., 
Broadmoor UMC (Pearce Hall) in 
Shreveport. 


Igniting Ministry grants awarded 


Over $68,000 in television ads will air 
from March 12-22 in seven Louisiana 
broadcast markets during a Lenten Igniting 
Ministry campaign sponsored by United 
Methodist Communications (UMCom). A 
matching grant from UMCom, in addition 
to communications funds from the seven 
districts, will underwrite the cost of the 
advertising which builds up to Easter 
focusing on the Igniting Ministry theme— 
“Open hearts, open minds, open doors.” 

The campaign will be conducted in tan¬ 
dem with a national television advertising 
campaign in late March that will broadcast 
on 15 cable networks. 

In addition to the conference buy, five 
local churches in the Louisiana Annual 
Conference have been awarded separate 


matching funds grants from UMCom for 
their respective campaigns. 

These churches are: New Song on Old 
Perkins Road UMC in Prairieville, receiv¬ 
ing $8,928 for their portion of a cinema 
and direct mail campaign; First UMC in 
Hammond, receiving $2,570 for their por¬ 
tion of a radio and cinema buy; Oak Park 
UMC in Lake Charles, receiving $2,033 
for their half of a radio campaign; and 
Aurora UMC in New Orleans, receiving 
$2,225 for their portion of a cinema cam¬ 
paign. 

Broadmoor UMC in Shreveport 
received a grant of $15,107 for a $30,000 
plus LED sign. 


The following churches were inadvertantly 
left off of the list for those congregations 
tha t paid 100% of their apportionments. 

Shreveport District Monroe District 

Shady Grove UMC Memorial UMC 

Rev Joe D. Connelly Rev Paul E. Sabin 


Bishop's Laity Retreat set for March 14-15 


“Making a Difference in Your Church’s 
Future” is the theme of the biennial 
Bishop’s Laity Retreat to be held March 
14-15 at The Wesley Center in Woodworth, 
La. Sponsored by the Louisiana 
Conference Board of Laity, the retreat will 
feature keynote speaker Rev. Dr. Lovett 
Weems, Jr., Distinguished Professor of 
Church Leadership and Director of the G. 
Douglass Lewis Center for Church 
Leadership at Wesley Theological 
Seminary in Washington, D.C. 

Weems will join Bishop William 
Hutchinson in facilitating the exploration 
and discussion of crucial issues facing our 
church, as well as the critical role of the 
laity in leading the church into the future. 
Presentation topics will include 
“Provocative Questions for the UMC,” 
“Leading Lasting Change in the Church,” 
and “Congregational Leadership in the 
Wesleyan Spirit.” 

Rev. Dr. Weems is a popular and high- 
ly-sought-after writer and lecturer on the 
subject of church leadership. A prolific 
author, he has more than 250 published 
articles and books on various aspects of 
leadership theory and practice, including 
Take the Next Step: Leading Lasting 
Change in the Church, Leadership in the 
Wesleyan Spirit, Church Leadership, and 
John Wesley’s Message Today. Many of 
his books on leadership are used regularly 
as seminary textbooks. 

Before becoming Director of the Lewis 
Center, Weems served for 18 years as pres¬ 


ident of St. Paul School of Theology in 
Kansas City, Missouri, and for three years 
as vice president of Wesley Theological 
Seminary. For 20 years he served as a pas¬ 
tor and administrative leader in The United 
Methodist Church, including service on 
multiple occasions as a delegate to General 
and Jurisdictional Conferences. He is a past 
president of the Association of United 
Methodist Theological Schools in the 
United States. 

. Check-in registration will begin at the 
Wesley Center at 4 p.m. on Friday, March 
14, with the first presentation to begin at 7 
p.m., after dinner. The retreat will end fol¬ 
lowing lunch and a communion worship 
service at approximately 2 p.m. on 
Saturday, March 15. 

For those staying at The Wesley Center, 
the individual fees for the retreat, inclusive 
of registration fee, one night’s lodging at 
the Wesley Center, three meals, snacks, 
coffee and beverages, are as follows: 

Single room (single occupancy) - $100; 
Double Room (double occupancy) - $85; 
Triple Room (triple occupancy) - $80. For 
those lodging elsewhere, the registration 
fee for the retreat, including meals and 
snacks, is $50. 

For advance registration contact Cathy 
Wimberly at The Wesley Center. Call 
(318) 449-4500; or by e-mail at 
CathyWimberley@suddenlink.net. Please 
get in touch with Cathy soon, to ensure 
your place. 


Duffy Robbins to speak March 14-15 


Duffy Robbins, a 
youth ministry veteran, 
is coming to the 
Louisiana Annual 
Conference March 14- 
15 at Trinity United 
Methodist Church in 
Ruston. 

Robbins will 
inspire, invigorate and 
inform participants dur¬ 
ing the two-day event, focusing on youth 
ministry “how to’s” and “what if’s”. 

This training will benefit anyone who 
works with youth in the church. Whether 
you are a volunteer youth director/coordi¬ 
nator, youth counselor, Sunday School 
teacher or full-time staff, there will be 
something here for you. Bring every one 


who works with youth at your church. 

Trinity UMC is located at 1000 West 
Woodward in Ruston, La. 

Light refreshments will be provided Friday 
evening, with breakfast and lunch served 
on Saturday. Special arrangements have 
been made for housing at the Sleep Inn & 
Suites, 106 South Service Road, East 
Ruston, La 71270, (318) 232-1100. 
Lodging will be $70 each for 1-4 persons 
per room. Participants will need to call to 
make their own reservations. Ask for 
“Group Reservation: Adult Workers with 
Youth—Trinity UMC.’’For more informa¬ 
tion call Brian Mercer at (318) 251-0750 
or Tom Dolph at (225) 346-1646. 
Registration can be completed online by 
visiting the Conference website at www.la- 
umc.org 



Duffy Robbins 


Academy for Spiritual Leadership reunion slated 


Rev. Carole Cotton Winn, director for 
The Academy for Spiritual Leadership, 
invites Sojourners to attend the 10th 
Anniversary Reunion Retreat April 17-19, 
2008 at The Wesley Center in Woodworth. 
The retreat leader is Academy favorite Rev. 
Jane Vennard from Illiff School of 
Theology. 

The retreat will follow the familiar 
“rhythm” of Sabbath rest, covenant groups, 
music, morning and evening prayers, and 
the book sales table. The entire event will 
be “seasoned” with good and abiding fel¬ 
lowship. 

Participants will feel like they have 
stepped back into an Academy retreat, see¬ 


ing old friends and making new ones. Why 
not contact that good buddy you met at the 
Academy and encourage him or her to join 
you? Or get some of the individuals from 
your Covenant Circle to meet you there! 

Rates for the event are single occupancy 
for $160, and double occupancy for $126. 
Continuing education credits will be given. 

Register online at www.la-umc.org . 
Select Spiritual Formation from the menu, 
and scroll down the Academy’s web page 
to the Reunion Retreat. You may also con¬ 
tact Linda Gregg at lgregg3@bellsouth.net 
or (225) 346-1646. We’ll save a place for 
you at “the Inn”. 
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“Many suffered violence and have been 
taken advantage of by employers and land¬ 
lords. As we seek to help these groups, the 
church must develop and practice programs 
that promote justice for our neighbors. 
Many are poor and have experienced trau¬ 
ma,” said Calvo, who added that the 
church must promote government change 
in immigration laws. 

A major thrust of Hispanic Ministries is 
to improve and increase efforts to reach 
and welcome the Hispanic/Latino commu¬ 
nities of Louisiana through advertising and 
public relations, said Oscar Ramos. “We 
are reaching out through radio and TV pro¬ 
gramming and using banners printed in 
Spanish. We are also making contacts by 
visiting neighborhoods and communities.” 

Creating a welcoming community gives 
the church the real possibility of having 
diverse congregations, added Ramos. “We 
should be in the process of embracing the 
things we have in common. We should also 
appreciate our differences because they 
serve to enrich our lives. People every¬ 
where have the same dreams, same hopes 
and expectations. There is no such thing as 
a perfect culture or way of life. Once we 
are followers of Christ, we are part of the 
whole, universal church.” 

Multi-cultural trainings are being 
offered in local churches in New Orleans 
by the GBGM missionaries and Rev. 

Orphe. Efforts are also being made to train 
clergy and laity to lead Hispanic/Latino 
ministries throughout the state, which is 
experiencing an increase in these popula¬ 
tions as a whole due to Hurricane Katrina 
and other factors. “Many of the people 
serving on the construction teams rebuild¬ 
ing the state are immigrant workers,” said 
Calvo. 

Another important focus of Hispanic 
Ministries in the conference is the develop¬ 
ment of other Faith Communities. Plans 
are in place to start one in Baton Rouge 
and to re-start one in LaPlace. 


Maribel Calvo, GBGM missionary, is shown top right as she awards Lay Speaking 
Certificates to members of El Mesias UMC in Kenner. In the bottom photo. Rev. Oscar 
Ramos, left, and Rev. Martha Orphe lead a recent conference on multi-culturalism at 
First Grace UMC in New Orleans. 

Advertising favorably impacts perceptions 


NASHVILLE, Tenn.: New research 
indicates that the “Open hearts. Open 
minds. Open doors.” advertising is proving 
to be effective in communicating key char¬ 
acteristics of The United Methodist 
Church. 

“One of the challenges that denomina¬ 
tions typically face is that people don’t 
really know that much about them,” said 
the Rev. Larry Hollon, chief executive of 
United Methodist Communications. “The 
survey data gives us an indication that the 
campaign has helped to reframe people’s 
indistinct perceptions about the church into 
something more positive.” 

The study assessed ten different state¬ 
ments about The United Methodist Church 
that reflect the intended communications 
within the advertising messages developed 
for the campaign. More than 1,200 respon¬ 
dents from six test markets were inter¬ 
viewed by the Bama Research Group in 
order to better understand how the denomi¬ 
nation is positioned among the target audi¬ 
ence (adults ages 21-60 who do not attend 
a United Methodist church and are search¬ 
ing for something spiritually). 

Among the findings: 

58 percent of respondents agreed that 
United Methodists care for and support 
each other, compared to 43 percent sur¬ 
veyed in 2002 

57 percent believed United Methodist 
accept you for who you are, up from 45 


percent in 2002 

41 percent said United Methodist help 
you find deeper meaning and purpose in 
life, compared to only 26 percent in 2002 

51 percent said United Methodists help 
people facing personal difficulty, up from 
38 percent in 2002 

The survey showed that those exposed 
to the advertising campaign were much 
more likely to hold favorable views of The 
United Methodist Church than those who 
did not recall the advertising. 

The campaign was started in 2001 with 
a threefold purpose: to increase awareness 
and recognition of The United Methodist 
Church’s basic beliefs, to promote willing¬ 
ness to visit a United Methodist church, 
and to renew a sense of commitment 
among United Methodists. Independent 
research is conducted annually to deter¬ 
mine if the campaign is reaching those 
goals. 

Other highlights of the 2007 research: 

42 percent of respondents surveyed said 
their impression of The United Methodist 
Church was very or somewhat favorable, 
up from 37 percent in 2006 

54 percent of those surveyed expressed 
a willingness to visit a United Methodist 
Church, up from 47 percent in 2006 

59 percent of respondents recalled the 
tagline: “Open hearts. Open minds. Open 
doors.” 

The complete survey is available online. 


Group travels to Africa University 


A group from the Louisiana Annual Conference visited Africa University for a fact¬ 
finding tour in the conference's effort to assist the university with an upcoming 
capital campaign.The group was led by Rev. Martha Orphe, Mission Zone Director 
for the conference. Orphe is pictured fourth from the left. 


Ministry, from page 1 

bi-lingual worship service at 4 p.m. on 
Sundays, in addition to English services in 
the morning. “We invite people from the 
morning service to come and participate in 
afternoon worship, intentionally trying to 
reach new people in the community,” said 
Rev. Juanita Ramos. 

El Mesias UMC is located in Kenner, 
which is the hub of the Hispanic/Latino 
immigrant community in the city. Those 
attending services are primarily from 
Guatemala, Nicaragua, Honduras, Puerto 
Rico, Costa Rica, and Cuba. Most are 
working class immigrants, employed in 
construction and domestic jobs. 

“We have grown from an average 
attendance of 10-15 in 2000 to an average 
attendance of 65 in 2008. Attendance 
would likely be higher if not for space con¬ 
straints in the church’s sanctuary,” said 
Calvo. The church is working toward 
building a new, larger sanctuary in the next 
five years on the church’s existing proper¬ 
ty- 

Other community outreach services 
offered include health fairs and semi-annu¬ 
al health surveys. Translation services are 
also available on an as-needed basis. 
Individual and family counseling are avail¬ 
able at the church, and food and clothing 
are provided to anyone in need. 

Rev. Sam Calvo hosts a weekly radio 
program in Spanish, sharing the gospel 
with listeners and answering their phone-in 
questions. Maribel Calvo, Oscar Ramos 
and Juanita Ramos will share the hosting 
duties of the radio program in 2008. Once 
a month the program, will be offered in 
Portuguese by Maribel for the growing 
Brazilian community in the New Orleans 
area. 

Maribel Calvo, Rev. Juanita Ramos and 
Rev. Martha Orphe (Mission Zone Director 
for the conference) recently returned from 
a consultation addressing the problems 
faced by immigrants in the United States. 
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St. Paul's UMC holds a 'Blessing of the pets service' 



St. Paul's United Methodist Church in Harahan held its first Blessing of the Animals service Nov. 17,2007. 
"I have been wanting to do this service for some time now and it was wonderful/' said Rev. Sheri Zehner, 
pastor."I asked Rev. Jon Lord (Carrollton/Metairie) to assist me. It was his first animal blessing service as 
well." A total of 16 dogs and 4 cats of all shapes and sizes were blessed. One of the cats was a rescue ani¬ 
mal fom Hurricane Katrina. Rev. Zehner is shown holding an expectant pup, left, and blessing a standard 
poodle, right. 



Job Opportunities 
Aldersgate UMC 

DIRECTOR OF ADULT MINISTRIES 

Full time position. Minimum of 
Associate Degree with four year degree 
preferred. Experience in religious educa¬ 
tion preferred. Excellent written and 
oral communication skills required with 
ability to motivate others and maintain 
a flexible schedule. Send resume to 
Aldersgate United Methodist Churchi, 

360 Robert Blvd., SlidellLA 70458 

DIRECTOR OF MUSIC MINISTRIES 

Full time position. Bachelor's degree 
with music emphasis or equivalent. 
Previous choral direction experience 
desired. Excellent written and oral com¬ 
munication skills required with comput¬ 
er competency in PowerPoint. Ability to 
motivate others and maintain a flexible 
schedule a must. Send resume to 
Aldersgate United Methodist Churchi, 

360 Robert B!vd. f Slidell!, LA 70458. 

Horseshoe UMC 

Director of Children & Youth Ministries 

Horseshoe Drive UMC in Alexandria, La 
is seeking a full time Director of 
Children and Youth Ministries. We are 
looking fora person with a commitment 
to Christian formation of children and 
youthi, communications skills, and 
working knowledge of UM theology and 
practice. A bachelor degree in Christian 
educa tion, elementa ry or seconda ry 
education required. Candidates with a 
degree in a related field or equivalent 
experience will be considered. For more 
information please contact church 
office 318-442-1984, horse- 
shoedriveumc@gmail.com. Or 
www.hdumc.org 


Your United Methodist Church: 



Y ou’ve grown up there, learned about 
God, and worshipped weekly in 
its sanctuary. You support it with your 
annual pledge because you love it and 
care about its future. But what will 
happen after your lifetime? 



$100 
$200 
$300 
$500 
$1,000 
$2,000 
$5,000 


You can 
perpetuate 
them with a 
bequest of 
at least: 


$5,000 

$ 10,000 

$15,000 

$25,000 

$50,000 

$100,000 

$250,000 


Memorialize your gifts with a bequest or 
beneficiary designation to your church. 
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UNITED METHOD]ST 

FOUNDATION 

of Louisiana -- 


8337 Jefferson Hwy. 
Baton Rouge, LA 70809 
225.346.1535 or 800.256.9317 

www.umfgiving.org 
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Call goes out to help Sager Brown deliver kits of hope 


In Georgia, happy faces, smiles and 
hundreds of cheerful voices filled a room 
when children saw the arrival of school 
kits, health kits and sewing kits donated 
by UMCOR last September. UMCOR 
Georgia and a local partner, the Fund to 
Support Disabled IDP Children, jointly 


distributed the kits to 300 displaced chil¬ 
dren, including 55 physically and mentally 
disabled children from Abkhazia, who live 
at the Collective Center for Internally 
Displaced Persons. Seven-year-old Gio 
said excitedly, “This is the happiest day in 
my life. Thank you for this.” 


Every day lives around the world are 
touched by the gifts you give to UMCOR. 
Large tangible items like food, clothing, 
shelter and clean water are gifts of sur¬ 
vival. But it’s also the smaller everyday 

See Sager Brown, page 7 


Return to Russia 



Amy Sudduth, right, a member of Broadmoor United Methodist Church in Shreveport, presents household items and food to an 
elderly member of First United Methodist Church in Ekaterinburg, Russia. A nine-member team from Louisiana purchased and 
distributed 80 care packages to seniors in need during their winter mission to Russia from Dec. 26,2007-Jan. 4,2008.The team 
held Bible school for children and led Sunday school for the Russian congregation during the stay.The group also enjoyed a 
New Year's Eve celebration and were invited to attend a wedding held at First UMC Ekaterinburg. 


travels to First UMC Ekaterinburg 


La. mission team 

BY JAMES GILLESPIE 

LA. RUSSIA INITIATIVE DIRECTOR 

A nine-member mission team from 
Louisiana spent Dec. 26, 2007 through 
Jan. 4, 2008 in Ekaterinburg, Russia. 

With winter bearing down on 
Ekaterinburg, team members may have 
been limited on outdoor activities, but not 
on those that matter most — building 
relationships with members of our sister 
church, First United Methodist of 
Ekaterinburg. 


We purchased and donated food items 
to make 80 care packages for elderly 
members of the church; a notebook com¬ 
puter to be used for PowerPoint presenta¬ 
tions during worship; a washing machine 
to be used for a new day school at the 
church for three- and four-year-olds; and 
a dishwasher to help with the many 
church programs that take place. 

The team shared in worship on 
Sunday and had Bible school for children 
on two occasions. Sunday school was a 


highlight, with close to 30 in attendance. 
We and our fellow church members stud¬ 
ied Henri Nouwen’s “Life of the 
Beloved.” 

After Sunday school and worship, 
team members were guests at a wedding 
that took place immediately after the 
service. I don’t know if this is a tradition 
or not, but weddings right after worship 
happen often. 

With the weather so cold, and the ice 

See Russia, page 7 
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One of Our Most Sacred Times 


It’s Sunday night and I am in north 
Louisiana. It’s been a great day of being 
with different churches in this part of the 
state. I spent the morning with the new 
North Point UMC. They were supposed 
to be in their new building today, but a 
construction problem has delayed them, 
so we worshipped in the school again 
and talked about “when” they are in their 
new building. Then tonight we were in 
Haynesville to reconsecrate their newly 
remodeled church building. Haynesville 
UMC is one of the most beautiful sanctu¬ 
aries we have in our Conference; built in 
1927 it is still a beautiful structure with 
absolutely gorgeous stained glass win¬ 
dows. And in the afternoon we were 
with one of our churches up this way to 
talk about financing plans for their new 
buildings. Yes, it has been a great day. 

This week we return to the Wesley 
Center to continue our appointive work. 
This is always a time in which the 
Cabinet is in need of great prayer sup¬ 
port. To do the appointments with dis¬ 
cernment for God’s will for the pastors 
involved and for the churches to be sup¬ 
plied is an awesome task. It needs 
prayerful attention. Please pray for us 
and we submit ourselves to be God’s 
instruments in this part of our ministry. 

I do have some appointments I am 
ready to announce to the Conference. I 
am pleased with all of them and feel they 
will enable us to move into the coming 
years with continued strength of leader¬ 
ship. Those appointments are: 

Executive Director of Administrative 
Services/Treasurer: Rev. Larry Miller 
District Superintendent of the Baton 
Rouge District: Dr. Ralph Ford 
District Superintendent of the New 
Orleans District: Dr. Ramonalynn 
Bethley 

Director of Multicultural Ministries: 
Dr. Martha Orphe 

I am pleased to announce that Rev. 
Roger Lathan will continue in the office 
of District Superintendent of the 
Acadiana District for a seventh year. 
Also, I have contacted a person for the 
District Superintendent of the Alexandria 
District, but am unable to announce that 


at this time because 
it has not yet been 
announced at the 
church involved. 

When Dr. Orphe 
leaves the Mission 
Zone in New 
Orleans in June, that 
position will be 
absorbed into the work of the new 
District Superintendent. Dr. Orphe has 
done a beautiful and strong ministry 
among us and we are grateful for her 
presence in our greatest hour of need. It 
is a good thing that we are able to phase 
this position out of being at this time 
because that means we have made signif¬ 
icant progress in our work in the Mission 
Zone. Thank you Dr. Orphe for your 
leadership in this crucial work over the 
past two years! 

As I work with appointments I am 
ever reminded of the great opportunities 
we have to contribute our part in the 
building of the Kingdom of God. It is a 
holy task I approach with great serious¬ 
ness and sacred hope. It is a time in 
which United Methodist clergy pray for 
their own discernment about offering 
themselves fully to the itinerant system. 

It is a time when every local church is 
asked to evaluate their need for pastoral 
leadership. It is a time when all United 
Methodists should humble themselves 
before almighty God and ask for divine 
guidance for the well-being of the church 
so that the world may know Jesus Christ 
and his saving grace. 

Thank you for your prayerful support 
of this time-honored and divinely 
ordained time in the life of our denomi¬ 
nation. It is a part of the journey of 
every United Methodist and we need to 
treat it as among the most sacred acts we 
do. 

In Christ’s love, 

Bill Hutchinson 

fell 



Bishop William W. 
Hutchinson 


McGuire headed to North Carolina 



John Paul McGuire, manager for the 
Dulac Disaster Recovery Station, has left 
the position to serve in the North Caroline 
Conference. Under his direction and lead¬ 
ership, more than 1,600 volunteers have 
served the Dulac area in the past 14 
months. Recently McGuire, working with 
case manager Landie Thompson, spent 
more than $380,000 of an LFRC grant pro¬ 
viding new roofs and construction services 
in the Dulac community. 


His new ministry will be to coordinate 
the construction of church property for the 
North Carolina Conference. Most of the 
construction will be new fellowship halls, 
Sunday school classroom buildings and 
some sanctuaries. John Paul will be man¬ 
aging a multi-million dollar grant from the 
Duke Endowment Foundation to finance 
the work. John Paul McGuire has moved 
on, but the recovery work he coordinated 
in Dulac will continue. 


Go to camp this summer! 

Are you looking for activities for your kids this summer tha t are 
fun, spiritual, and yes even educational? Then contact your 
local United Methodist camp today to find out more on this 
wonderful Christian opportunity. The websites below have 
dates, times, and costs of camps. Sign up early not only to 
reserve your spot, but also to not miss out on some camps 
offering discounts for early registration. 

Camp Uskichitto Camp Caney 

w w w.ca m pu rc.com w w w.ca ney ca mp.com 

( 337 ) 738-4218 ( 318 ) 377-6756 

Camp Istrouma 
www.campistouma.com 
( 225 ) 261-2089 
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Joyce Robinson, a member of the mission group that visited Africa University last 
November, receives the first check for a campaign aimed at building a dormitory for the 
university. The gift of $1,000 is from Lutcher Chapel UMC in the Acadiana District and 
the Cypress Grove High School Reunion Class. Shown, left to right, are Robinson; 
Truman Jacques, president of the reunion class; Rev. Sonya Lars, pastor of Lutcher 
Chapel UMC; Ralph Wilderson, church member; and Richard Manuael, class member. 


La. Conference assisting Africa University 


BY REV. MARTHA ORPHE 

James Salley, Associate Vice Chancellor 
for Institutional Advancement for Africa 
University says, “The greatest gift that can 
be given to an individual is education”. In 
Africa, young people are hungry for an 
education. They have come to know that a 
good education can lead them and their 
families from a life of hopelessness to a 
life of hope, a future with hope. Our United 
Methodist 1988 General Conference voted 
to establish and endow Africa University in 
Old Mutare, Zimbabwe. Over 100 years 
earlier in 1898, Joseph Hartzell, a 
Methodist bishop, stood on a mountain 
above Old Mutare and envisioned hun¬ 
dreds of African young people with books 
in their hands, running to school. The 
Inauguration Ceremony for Africa 
University was held in 1994. 

At the school’s first graduation, 27 stu¬ 
dents received diplomas. In 2008, Africa 
University has graduated 2,590 students. 
Students come from 22 different countries. 
These graduates go and make a difference 
in their communities, in their countries, and 
in our world. 

From Nov. 1-12, 2007, a group from the 
Louisiana Conference, the Mississippi 
Conference, the North Texas Conference 
and the Virginia Conference traveled to 
Africa University on an exploration visit to 
determine the needs of the university. 
Members of the delegation from Louisiana 
included myself, Rev. Clifton Conrad, 
Kathleen Conrad, Rev. Thomas Logan and 
Joyce Williams Robinson. Our hearts were 
strangely warmed and filled with much 
excitement to see the students engage this 
educational opportunity, through classes, 
fellowship and worship. We attended class¬ 
es, met with University faculty and staff, 
participated in worship, and visited church¬ 
es, schools and missions supported by the 
University. 

We listened as we were told of the 
many joys and many challenges of the 
University community. The student body 
continues to grow. The number of applica¬ 
tions continues to increase, but Africa 
University is currently limited to enrolling 
new students at the same number of stu¬ 
dents who graduate due to a housing short¬ 
age. 

What a joy—young people want an edu¬ 
cation. What a challenge—inadequate hous¬ 


ing. The University has done as much as 
they can. Without breaking building codes, 
they have placed three students in rooms 
built for two students. 

Africa University faces other challenges 
such as affordable internet services, food 
availability, more classrooms, more text 
books, etc. as well as the lost of faculty to 
other universities on the continent. We 
were told, “Africa University trains these 
faculty members and then they are lured by 
other offers. We are blessed as more new 
faculty come from the United States and 
around the world.” These and many other 
needs were shared with us. 

Being in need is a place in life those of 
us in Louisiana and the Gulf Coast can say 
we know personally. Our churches in 
Greater New Orleans and across the stretch 
of South Louisiana to Cameron Parish have 
been in need of help. Help came to us from 
around the world, including Africa. When 
we needed help they came. Others have 
come to help us rebuild, and now we have 
the opportunity to help Africa University 
continue to build - build not only build¬ 
ings, but build character, build community, 
build nations, build the world. 

The Louisiana Conference has histori¬ 
cally supported Africa University by pay¬ 
ing our Africa University Apportionment 
100%. Even before apportionments asing 
we know them today, Louisiana 
Conference has historically supported an 
Africa University dream. The very Bishop 
Hartzell who had a vision for education in 
Africa once served and gave leadership in 
the Louisiana Methodist Church. We have 
the opportunity to continue to give leader¬ 
ship and give the gift of education. The 
Mississippi Conference is exploring build¬ 
ing a dorm. St. John UMC from the North 
Texas Conference will be working with the 
University and local United Methodist 
Churches on addressing hunger and food 
issues. 

The strong need for a new dormitory at 
Africa University was very evident to the 
exploratory group that visited in 
November. The group is in support of the 
Louisiana Conference working to build a 
dorm at Africa University and give the gift 
of education. The details of a campaign to 
raise funds for this effort will be revealed 
at the La. Annual Conference slated for 
June 1-4 in Shreveport. 


LaVIM team to travel to Senegal 


A Louisiana Volunteers in Mission team 
to Senegal will be leaving Dec. 26, 2008 
and returning Jan. 6, 2009. This opportuni¬ 
ty will be a youth mission chaperoned by 
adults. 

A second mission is being planned for 
the early portion of 2009. The dates are 
still being decided for this adult LAVIM 
mission. 

The cost for both opportunities will be 
approximately $3,000 per person, based 
upon past missions to Senegal. The fee 
covers airfare, housing, administration, in 
country travel, insurance and meals. More 
information will be available on exact costs 
after completing air contracts. 

In order to reserve a spot in either of 


these missions, please mail a deposit of 
$100 per individual to the LAVIM office, 
527 North Blvd., Baton Rouge, LA 70802. 

Participants will be required to pay 
$250 per month beginning this month, con¬ 
cluding in October of 2008. Should the 
final cost of the mission exceed $3,000, the 
balance will be due with the final payment 
in October. 

The above stated fees apply to both mis¬ 
sions. Please know that the $100.00 deposit 
is non-refundable. Make all checks payable 
to “Louisiana Annual Conference.” 

For more information, please contact: 
Larry Norman, Team Coordinator or 
Cindy Scott at (225) 346-1646 or email 
cscottl 8@bellsouth.net. 


Kenyan violence disrupts food supply 


Continued violence in Kenya has dis¬ 
placed hundreds of thousands of citizens 
and disrupted the food supply in parts of 
that African nation. 

Stockpiled food has quickly disap¬ 
peared, and the United Methodist 
Committee on Relief is appealing to United 
Methodists to donate money to bolster the 
food supply. UMCOR has spent $120,000 
on relief needs in Kenya since early 
January, assisting more than 10,000 people 
in the region. 

“There’s just not enough food to feed 
people,” said the Rev. Sam Dixon, 
UMCOR chief executive, in a Feb. 12 
interview with United Methodist News 
Service. 

A thousand people have been killed in 
Kenya since the Dec. 27 re-election of 
President Mwai Kibaki, according to news 
reports. The election results have been dis¬ 
puted by supporters of opposition leader 
Raila Odinga and, as of Feb. 13, former 
U.N. Secretary-General Kofi Annan was 
serving as a mediator between the two 
political leaders. 

Much of the violence is thought to be 
related to ethnic affiliation. Kibaki is 
Kikuyu and Odinga is Luo, but both have 
support from other ethnic groups. In terms 
of major ethnic groups, about 20 percent of 
Kenya’s population is Kikuyu, 14 percent 
is Luo, 13 percent is Luhya, 11 percent is 
Kalenjin and another 11 percent is Kamba, 
according to reports by the BBC. 

“UMCOR joins the world community 


in being deeply disturbed by the violence 
and destruction of property that the unre¬ 
solved political dispute has fostered,” said 
Dixon. “In many cases, it is the most vul¬ 
nerable who are being victimized by the 
violence.” 

The Rev. John Calhoun, a Kenya-based 
missionary with the United Methodist 
Board of Global Ministries, credits media¬ 
tion efforts by Annan for providing “real 
hope that the politicians have finally under¬ 
stood what the Kenyan people have been 
saying for weeks: It is time to end the 
bloodshed, and find a solution to this cri¬ 
sis,” according to a Feb. 11 letter from 
Calhoun. 

The humanitarian crisis, however, may 
not be resolved so quickly, said Calhoun, 
who serves as coordinator of humanitarian 
relief and church development for the 
Methodist Church in Kenya. He estimated 
that more than 300,000 people remain dis¬ 
placed and said it may take months before 
they can return home. 

Food, water, temporary shelter and 
medicines funded by gifts to UMCOR are 
being distributed through United Methodist 
churches in the region and by the annual 
conference, according to Dixon. 

Donations to assist UMCOR’s response 
in Kenya can be dropped in local church 
collection plates. Write “UMCOR Advance 
#982450, International Disaster Response- 
Kenya” on the check memo line. 



With no schools to attend and the trauma of forced displacement, children are among 
those most affected by violence that has followed the Dec. 27 re-election of Kenyan 
President Mwai Kibaki. A UMNS photo © Juan Michel/WCC. 















4 


Louisiana Conference NiJWl 


MARCH 7,2008 


Southern U. choir performs 


The Southern University Choir per¬ 
formed for members and friends of 
Camphor Memorial United Methodist 
Church on Feb. 17. The concert helped 
raise funds to send the choir to Milwaukee, 
Wise, to perform at the Music Educators 
National Conference on April 9-11. The 
college choir performed musical favorites 


such as “Ezekiel Saw the Wheel,” “Give 
Me Jesus,” “Battle of Jericho” and others 
in an hour long concert. A pew offering 
gathered $4,000, which was presented to 
Director and Professor Charles Lloyd by 
Rev. Darlene A. Moore, pastor. Following 
the performance, the church organized and 
treated the choir to a dinner. 



Southern University Choir director Charles Lloyd receives a check for $4,000 that was 
collected during their Feb. 17 performance at Camphor Memorial United Methodist 
Church. Rev. Darlene A. Moore, pastor of Camphor Memorial UMC, is pictured left. 

"Blessed to be alive at 105" 


Mrs. Mary O. Fisher, a member of St. 
Luke United Methodist Church in 
Greenwell Springs, celebrated her 105th 
birthday on Feb. 23 at Piccadilly 
Restaurant on Florida Boulevard in Baton 
Rouge. 

Five generations of Fisher’s family 


attended the party. Each generation pre¬ 
sented her with red roses and wished her a 
“Happy Birthday.” Mrs. Fisher is looking 
foward to attending the Louisiana Annual 
Conference slated for June 1-4 at 
Centenary College in Shreveport. 



Pictured at a birthday celebration for Mary O. Fisher are, left to right and standing: 
Elmer Ambrose, Haney Ambrose, Rev. Erica Jenkins (pastor of St. Luke UMC), Laureen 
Pitman, Doris Antwine, Mildred Batiste; and sitting, Isadore Williamston, Thelma 
Stevenson, Mary O. Fisher, grandaughter of Thelma Stevenson and Lula Randolph. 



Members of Carrollton UMC in New Orleans and St. Paul's UMC in Harahan are pictured 
with children's and baby's blankets they made for use at the Children's Hospital of New 
Orleans. 


Carrollton and St. Paul's UMC's 


Members of United Methodist Women 
from Carrollton United Methodist Church 
in New Orleans and St. Paul’s UMC in 
Harahan recently made and donated 45 
children’s and baby’s blankets to 


Children’s Hospital of New Orleans. 

Members of both UMW units are pic¬ 
tured, above, gathering to pray over the 
prayer blankets and to attach a card of 
blessing on each blanket. 


St. Mark UMC - Opelousas 



Pictured with students from North Elementary School are Jerome Robinson, principal; 
Ella Williams, St. Mark Kids Hope coordinator; Clifton Conrad, pastor of St. Mark; Julia 
Joubert, mentor. Mentors not pictured are Charles Ross, Sheila Savoie, and Mary Levy. 


St. Mark United Methodist Church in 
Opelousas is pleased to announce its affili¬ 
ation with “Kids Hope USA.” St. Mark 
has partnered with North Elementary 
School to commit its mentors to spend one 
hour per week with one child at North 
Elementary. It is a long term commitment 


on the part of the mentors to be with that 
child during the entire time that they are 
enrolled at North Elementary. St. Mark 
UMC is blessed to share this ministry with 
the Opelousas and Greater St. Landry 
Parish community. 
































MARCH 7,2008 


Louisiana Conference NOW! 


5 


Bush UMC 



The youth of Bush United Methodist Church hosted a Valentine's Day Dinner as part of a 
yearlong celebration of the church reaching its 100th year of ministry to the communi¬ 
ty. 



Bill Clapp, dressed in LSU finery, good naturedly kids Edith Lehman, avid Ohio fan, dur¬ 
ing the winter gathering of the JOY Club, an outreach ministry of Algiers United 
Methodist Church.The club is open to anyone aged 50 and older. 


Members of the Bush United Methodist 
Church youth group hosted a Valentine’s 
Dinner, complete with table service and 
live dinner music. The dinner is one of the 
many events planned for 2008 as Bush 
UMC celebrates its 100th year. Youth who 
served, pictured left to right, are Chad 
Galloway, Luke Galloway, Sarah 


Tibodeaux, Annie Gambino, Melody 
Roberts and Richard Roberts. Music was 
provided by Mel Rogers, music instructor 
for Covington High School, who played 
keyboard and by saxophonist David 
Gambino, a member of Bush UMC’s youth 
group. Rev. Karl Wood serves as pastor for 
the church. 



Pictured during a recent check presentation to Wesley UMC in Wilson, La. are, left to 
right, Harriett Semley, Geneva Harry, Rev. Gregory McClay, Sonja Terrell and Dr. Henry 
Terrell. 


Wesley UMC - Wilson 


Wesley United Methodist Church in 
Wilson, La. recently received a donation of 
$2,900 from family members of David and 
Martha Bradford. 

The president of the David and Martha 
Bradford Family Reunion, Dr. Henry 


Terrell, presented the donation on the 
behalf of the group. Wesley UMC is 
Terrell’s home church. Other members of 
the family were present during the service 
during which the check was presented. 


Grant writing workshop slated for April 3 


The Louisiana Annual Conference is 
offering a Fundamentals of Grant Seeking 
and Grant Writing Workshop on April 3 
from 9:30 a.m.-12 noon at University 
United Methodist Church, 3350 Dalrymple 
Dr. in Baton Rouge. 

Kellie Kinsland, grant writer, will be the 
presenter. Admission to the workshop is 
free. 

Gathering time, with refreshments, will 
be from 9-9:30 a.m. immediately before 
the workshop. 

The workshop will cover fundamentals 
of grant seeking and grant writing. It is 
geared towards those with little or no expe¬ 
rience with grant writing. Topics include 
qualifying for grants; information to 


include in a grant; what grantmakers look 
for in potential funding recipient; strength¬ 
ening grant proposals; and resources to 
identify sources of grant funding. 

Participants are encouraged to bring 
business cards and pamphlets about their 
organization/project to take advantage of 
networking with others at the workshop. 

Kellie will collect e-mail information 
and information about your church/organi¬ 
zation to share online with others who 
attend so that those in attendance will be 
able to continue to network and share 
information/resources in the future. 

Please RSVP to Lisa Frost at 
LisaFrost@aol.com or call (225) 344-0343. 


Algiers UMC 


Algiers United Methodist Church in 
Historic Algiers Point recently held a 
monthly meeting of the JOY Club, which 
is open to church and community members 
50 years of age or older. 

The theme for the January meeting was 
“A Salute to Winter.” The Fellowship Hall 
was decorated with hanging snowflakes 
and icicles. Tables were loaded with winter 
items such as snowmen, polar bears, pen¬ 


guins and ice skaters. 

Entertainment included a game of 
“Snowman Wheel of Fortune,” where JOY 
Club members guessed winter words. 
Guests enjoyed a meal of warm comfort 
food, including soup, chicken salad and 
warm peach crisp. 

Designed as an outreach program for 
the community, the JOY Club meets on the 
second Wednesday of the month. 



Dr. Anita H. Crump, Building Committee Chairperson, and Weldon Frazier, president of 
the Board of Trustees, cut the ribbon for the newly restored Bishop Willis J. King 
Hospitality Center at Bethany UMC in New Orleans. Rev Hadley Edwards, right, looks on. 


Bethany UMC 


On Feb. 17, Bethany UMC in New 
Orleans held a ribbon cutting for the newly 
restored Bishop Willis J. King Hospitality 
Center. The space has served as home for 
50 years for Bethany’s first sanctuary, the 
Fellowship Hall, Sunday school class¬ 
rooms, day care nursery and activity center 
for Senior citizens. 

The ribbon was cut by Dr. Anita H. 
Crump, Building Committee chairperson 
and Weldon Frazier, president of the 
Board of Trustees. 

Nearly 400 worshippers participated 
that day in the 4th Annual Celebration of 
College and University Sunday. Rev. 
Marva L. Mitchell, associate pastor of 
Bethany, coordinated the event. Colleges 
and universities from all over the city of 
New Orleans were present, with a number 


of students participating in litany, singing 
and dance. Dr. Marvalene Hughes, presi¬ 
dent of Dillard University, attended and Dr. 
Toya Bames-Teamer, vice president for 
Student Success at Dillard, was the keynote 
speaker. 

High school seniors and college stu¬ 
dents were invited to enter an essay con¬ 
test, with winners receiving a Dell Laptop 
Computer, an IPOD Touch and an IPOD 
Nano. 

College counselors distributed informa¬ 
tion about their respective schools to high 
school students and their parents. 

“Our recovered building stands as an 
affirmation of our commitment to doing 
the Master’s work of revitalizing souls for 
God’s Kingdom,” said Rev. Hadley 
Edwards, senior pastor for Bethany UMC . 
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Members of the Louisiana chapter of the National United Methodist Campers are shown 
at last year's rally. 


Louisiana to host United Methodist Campers 


The Louisiana Chapter of the National 
United Methodist Campers will host 
United Methodist RV campers from around 
the country during the reference rally slated 
for April 28-May 4 at the Yogi Bear 
Jellystone RV Park in Robert, La. 

NUMC has 17 chapters located in 10 
states around the country. Louisiana 
Chapter #15 of the organization wishes to 
invite all RV campers to visit during the 


rally and meet fellow United Methodists 
who enjoy camping in our Father’s world. 
More information about the rally along 
with the rally registration form can be 
accessed on the NUMC website at 
www.umcampers.org, or www.GBOD.org 
(click on camping/affiliate organizations). 
Interested persons may also contact Bob 
Oehmichen atn5arm@arrl.net or by phon¬ 
ing (318) 366-3332. 


Bishop's laity retreat set March 14-15 


“Making a Difference in Your Church’s 
Future” is the theme of the biennial 
Bishop’s Laity Retreat to be held March 
14-15 at The Wesley Center in Woodworth, 
La. Sponsored by the Louisiana 
Conference Board of Laity, the retreat will 
feature keynote speaker Rev. Dr. Lovett 
Weems, Jr., Distinguished Professor of 
Church Leadership and Director of the G. 
Douglass Lewis Center for Church 
Leadership at Wesley Theological 
Seminary in Washington, D.C. 

Weems will join Bishop William 
Hutchinson in facilitating the exploration 
and discussion of crucial issues facing our 
church, as well as the critical role of the 
laity in leading the church into the future. 
Presentation topics will include 
“Provocative Questions for the UMC,” 
“Leading Lasting Change in the Church,” 
and “Congregational Leadership in the 
Wesleyan Spirit.” 

Rev. Dr. Weems is a popular and high- 
ly-sought-after writer and lecturer on the 
subject of church leadership. A prolific 
author, he has more than 250 published 
articles and books on various aspects of 
leadership theory and practice, including 
Take the Next Step: Leading Lasting 
Change in the Church, Leadership in the 
Wesleyan Spirit, Church Leadership, and 
John Wesley’s Message Today. Many of 
his books on leadership are used regularly 
as seminary textbooks. 

Before becoming Director of the Lewis 
Center, Weems served for 18 years as pres¬ 


ident of St. Paul School of Theology in 
Kansas City, Missouri, and for three years 
as vice president of Wesley Theological 
Seminary. For 20 years he served as a pas¬ 
tor and administrative leader in The United 
Methodist Church, including service on 
multiple occasions as a delegate to General 
and Jurisdictional Conferences. He is a past 
president of the Association of United 
Methodist Theological Schools in the 
United States. 

. Check-in registration will begin at the 
Wesley Center at 4 p.m. on Friday, March 
14, with the first presentation to begin at 7 
p.m., after dinner. The retreat will end fol¬ 
lowing lunch and a communion worship 
service at approximately 2 p.m. on 
Saturday, March 15. 

For those staying at The Wesley Center, 
the individual fees for the retreat, inclusive 
of registration fee, one night’s lodging at 
the Wesley Center, three meals, snacks, 
coffee and beverages, are as follows: 

Single room (single occupancy) - $100; 
Double Room (double occupancy) - $85; 
Triple Room (triple occupancy) - $80. For 
those lodging elsewhere, the registration 
fee for the retreat, including meals and 
snacks, is $50. 

For advance registration contact Cathy 
Wimberly at The Wesley Center. Call 
(318) 449-4500; or by e-mail at 
CathyWimberley@suddenlink.net. Please 
get in touch with Cathy soon, to ensure 
your place. 



Open Hearts, Open Minds, Open Doors 

Watch for the Igniting Ministry television spots running 
March 12-22 during Lent 


SCJ United Methodist Women meet in March 


United Methodist Women will be gath¬ 
ering for the South Central Jurisdiction 
Quadrennial Meeting in Albuquerque, New 
Mexico, March 28-30, 2008 at Hotel 
Albuquerque at Old Town. The theme, 
“Called 

By Name As Resurrection Women” is 
taken from Isaiah 43:1-13. The gathering 
is planned around the thought, “As United 
Methodist Women, we are called by name 
to give a witness to the transforming power 
of Jesus Christ through mission with 
women, youth, and children.” 

The meeting is planned to provide a 
meaningful experience for everyone who 
attends. A tour of McCurdy School in 
Espanola, New Mexico is scheduled for 
early Friday morning. The conference 
begins at 6:30 PM with gathering and 
singing. A Naming Ceremony follows 
worship. Women’s Division President 
Kyung Za Yim also will speak. 

On Saturday, J. Ann Craig will lead the 
Bible study. The Focus Groups will occur 
in a luncheon setting. At the Saturday 
banquet, singers from the Lydia Patterson 
School and a Steel Band from the New 
Mexico Conference will entertain partici¬ 
pants. 

Eight focus groups will be presented 


under the categories of Resurrection 
Women Called To: Action; Be Creative; 
and Worship. Focus leaders who are expe¬ 
rienced and knowledgeable in their field 
are Andrew Trotter, Barb Scott with Loma 
Anderson-Moore, Diane Clark Vogler, 
Raquel Martinez with Grace Cajiuat, Diane 
Rudebock, Joanne Kurklin and Yvette 
Richards. A missionary panel consisting of 
Saroj Welch, Marjorie Schowengerdt, Nina 
Fowler and Judith Ball will round out the 
focus groups. 

The Quadrennial meeting ends on 
Sunday with Women’s Deputy General 
Secretary, Harriett Jane Olson as the speak¬ 
er followed by Communion Services led 
by Bishops serving in the Jurisdiction. 

United Methodist Women meet every 
four years in each jurisdiction across the 
church to elect women to serve on the 
Board of Women’s Division. This is con¬ 
sidered to be an historic meeting because it 
is the last time it will be held in this for¬ 
mat. Beginning in 2012, the Quadrennial 
meeting will be held in conjunction with 
UMW Regional Schools of Christian 
Mission. 

For further information, please contact 
Geneva Foote at 405-672-6420 or by email 
at bfoote7@cox.net. 


Senior High youth meet at Wesley Center 



The youth praise band from First United Methodist Church in Zachary leads a group of 
conference youth in singing during the Feb. 15-17 Senior High Retreat at The Wesley 
Center in Woodworth, La. 


Clergy spouses meet for retreat 



Peggy Burgess, Jodi Harper and Linda Miller pause for a photo during the Clergy 
Spouse Retreat held Feb. 29-March 1 at The Wesley Center in Woodworth, La. 
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Sylvia Cook, of Grace Community UMC in Shreveport, and Yuri Ivanitski, lay leader at 
First UMC in Ekaterinburg, dance during a New Year's Eve celebration at the church. 
Team members visit a local orphanage during their time in Ekaterinburg. 


Russia, from page 1 

and snow everywhere, church attendance 
on Sunday was about 130. That’s about 60 
percent of the total membership. As one of 
the Russians who participated in Sunday 
school told us, “just getting to church is 
difficult.” Most people walk. This particu¬ 
lar person had to make five exchanges on 
the bus and then walk about a mile to get 
to church. And the temperature was in the 
single digits. 

Going to Russia in the winter is quite 
different than in the summer, as you can 
imagine. Besides the obvious, you have 
more time to visit and share with the 
Russian people. There’s not a lot you can 
do outside in January for a long period of 
time. 

Russia is a country that is at the cross¬ 
roads. Many advances have been made 
economically and progress is taking place 
in the infrastructure, even though it is very 
slow. 

But our church faces challenges each 
day. An example is the continuing saga of 


the fence and playground that our church 
would like to build. The city government 
has said no to these additions, even though 
the Russian Orthodox Church has a fence 
at the opposite end of the same park. As I 
said, progress is slow. 

To see the children grow up in 
Ekaterinburg UMC over the years is very 
rewarding and gratifying. We have seen 
children that were present in the early years 
of the church — in the 1990s — that now 
have their own children in Bible School in 
the summer. To see Sergi— the cook’s son 
who is always there to help us— grow into 
a young adult is amazing. 

To those of you who have been to 
Ekaterinburg and have contributed to the 
ministries there, thank you so much. To 
those of you who are not able to travel but 
have given generously to support this min¬ 
istry, thank you as well. There is so much 
to do and much to accomplish. 

First United Methodist in Ekaterinburg 
— a church in relationship with our con- 
fence — needs your prayers, presence and 
service. 


Mission trip to Ekaterinburg planned 


A Louisiana Volunteers in Mission team 
will travel to Ekaterinburg, Russia June 10- 
21. Objectives of this mission will be to 
lead Vacation Bible School; hold an adult 
Bible study; make repairs at the church 
(seal cracks in walls, repair windows and 
refinish floors); and make repairs in the 
flats of elderly members of the church. 
Persons with home-repair experience and 
those interested in organizing and leading 


VBS for children are especially needed. 
The trip, which will cost approximately 
$3,000, will include two days in Moscow 
and “the most impressive” train ride from 
Moscow to Ekaterinburg. 

If you would like to learn more about this 
mission, call Louisiana Russia Initiative 
Director James Gillespie at (318) 470- 
6806. Visit www.broadmoorumc.org for 
more photos from the winter mission trip. 


Acadiana District hosts My Job Training 



Rev. Ramonalynn Bethley, Acadiana District Superintendant, leads a training session 
during the district's My Job Training, held March 1 at Newman UMC in Alexandria. 


Duffy Robbins to speak March 14-15 


Duffy Robbins, a youth ministry veter¬ 
an, is coming to the Louisiana Annual 
Conference March 14-15 at Trinity United 
Methodist Church in Ruston. 

Robbins will inspire, invigorate and 
inform participants during the two-day 
event, focusing on youth ministry “how 
to’s” and “what if’s”. Those attending will 
spend time in worship, fellowship, conver¬ 
sation and training with Robbins and with 
some of the Conference’s own “home 
grown” youth pastors. 

This training will benefit anyone who 
works with youth in the church. Whether 
you are a volunteer youth director/coordi¬ 
nator, youth counselor, Sunday School 
teacher or frill-time staff, there will be 
something here for you. Why not come as 
a team? Bring every one who works with 
youth at your church. 

Sager Brown, from Page i 

gifts—a needle, thread, a ruler, a pen, a 
pillow or sheet—contained in an UMCOR 
supply kit that is bringing hope in a more 
personal way. 

UMCOR’s relief supply warehouse, the 
UMCOR Sager Brown Depot in Baldwin, 
La., needs your support to provide much- 
needed bedding, sewing and layette kits 
for Armenia, Azerbaijan and Georgia. 
Sager Brown has received fewer kits over 
the last year and stocks are becoming 
alarmingly low. 

Sager Brown is especially requesting 
donations for 33,000 layette kits, 64,000 
sewing kits and approximately 1,000 bed¬ 
ding kits to meet upcoming needs. 
Donations for all kits are needed to pre¬ 
pare for uncertain times and future relief 
efforts. The Sager Brown Depot is accept¬ 
ing complete kits as well as items in bulk. 

In places like Armenia, Azerbaijan and 
Georgia, people who are sick, elderly, 


Trinity UMC is located at 1000 West 
Woodward in Ruston, La. 

Check-in will begin at 6 p.m. with the 
program starting at 7 p.m. 

Light refreshments will be provided 
Friday evening, with breakfast and lunch 
served on Saturday. Special arrangements 
have been made for housing at the Sleep 
Inn & Suites, 106 South Service Road, 

East Ruston, La 71270, (318) 232-1100. 
Lodging will be $70 each for 1-4 persons 
per room. Participants will need to call to 
make their own reservations. Ask for 
“Group Reservation: Adult Workers with 
Youth—Trinity UMC.’’For more informa¬ 
tion call Brian Mercer at (318) 251-0750 
or Tom Dolph at (225) 346-1646. 
Registration can be completed online by 
visiting the Conference website at www.la- 
umc.org 

women, children, refugees and other vul¬ 
nerable groups are being cared for through 
the distribution of these material 
resources. The kits are delivered to pri¬ 
mary healthcare facilities and the institu¬ 
tions that serve the people in need. 
Whether they are school supplies to help a 
child return to school, fabric and thread to 
help make a dress or a baby blankets to 
help a mother care for her child, these kits 
are meeting personal everyday needs. 

Help replenish needed kit supplies today. 
You can also give financial gifts towards 
purchasing supplies. By doing so, you 
make a tangible difference in the lives of 
others. 

Please visit UMCOR’s Relief Supplies 
web page to learn about the specific kit 
contents, the estimated value, the cost for 
processing and shipping, as well as ship¬ 
ping instructions. 

Please give generously to Material 
Resources, UMCOR Advance #901440. 
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UM Foundation of La. and Conference partner to make Children's Home a reality 



Thanks to a partnership spearheaded by 
the United Methodist Foundation of 
Louisiana and the United Methodist 
Annual Conference, a new children’s home 
has opened on the campus of Southeast 
Hospital in Mandeville, La. 

The Louisiana Methodist Children’s 
Home of Ruston, working with state health 
officials to arrange for the new facility, had 
difficulty securing the necessary finding as 
the deadline drew near. 

Rob Fairly, president of the 
Foundation, said the Children’s Home had 
been trying to work out the financial sup¬ 
port for the program for several months, 
but fell short of the goal. 

’’This is the type of project to which we 
found it easy to say yes,’’ Fairly explained. 
”We were able to develop a plan to fill the 
financial gap for the first three years of the 
program’s operation to assist the Home, 
just in time to meet the state’s deadline.’’ 

The new program fills the void left 
when lack of resources and ultimately 
Hurricane Katrina caused the closing of 
the Methodist Children’s Home of New 
Orleans. It will provide shelter for over 20 
children. 

Terrel DeVille, CEO of the Children’s 
Home, stated last summer that he could 
secure all but $100,000 of the cost per year 
to operate the program. The Foundation 
and Conference office will fund the 
remainder for the first three years, with the 
Foundation fronting the bulk of it to allow 
the Conference time to build this expendi¬ 
ture into their budget. 


Director of Children and 
Family Ministries 

First United Methodist Church in 
Shreveport is seeking a Director of 
Children and Family Ministries 
responsible for the development, 
planning, and oversight of ministries 
to children birth through fifth grade 
(250+h as well as the equipping and 
inspiring of young families. The pri¬ 
mary role is to recruit, train and devel¬ 
op leaders, and cast vision. Salary is 
competitive and commensurate with 
experience and education. Please 
send resume to jbeck@fumcshreve- 


Several hundred supporters, donors and friends of Louisiana United Methodist Children and Family Services, Inc. recently celebrated 
the opening of a facility located in Southeast Louisiana Hospital in Mandeville, La.The facility, known as the Methodist Home for 
Children of Greater New Orleans, will be the new institution serving children and families of the area.The Methodist Home for 
Children, located on Washington Street in New Orleans, has closed its doors and is resuming operations in this new facility. The above 
photos were taken at a celebration dinner held Feb. 23 at Benedict's Plantation in Mandeville. Dr.Terrel DeVille, president and CEO of 
The Louisiana Methodist Children's Home in Ruston and the Methodist Home for Children of Greater New Orleans, is shown at the 
dinner,left, with Bishop William W. Hutchinson and Marlin Giacona, former assistant director for the New Orleans home who now 
serves as program director for the Mandeville facility. Former La. Governer David Treen and Mrs.Treen are shown in right hand photo. 



Receive Income for Life ! 


UNITED ME THODIST 

FOUNDATION 

- of Louisiana - 


Where F aith and Money Come Together 


A LIFETIME INCOME - 

A MEANINGFUL GIFT 
stablish a charitable gift annuity 
with as little as $5000 and 
receive fixed income each year for 
the rest of your lives. 

Help yourselves today and your 
church tomorrow. 


One-Life 

Age Rate 

55 

5.5% 

60 

5.7% 

65 

6.0% 

70 

6.5% 

75 

7.1% 

80 

8.0% 

85 

9.5% 

90+ 

11.3% 



Two-Lives 

Older 

Younger 

Age 

Age 

Rate 

65 

70 

5.7% 

75 

80 

6.6% 

80 

85 

7.3% 


(225) 346-1535 or (800) 256-9317 
www.umfgiving.org 


Contact us for a FREE customized 
illustration. No cost, no obligation! 

Always consult your financial advisor before 
making any significant financial decisions. 
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Finley and Kraiza commissioned 


Twelve new United Methodist dea¬ 
conesses and two home missioners were 
commissioned on March 11 in Stamford, 
Conn, to perform ministries of love, justice 
and service in the United States. 

Joanne Finley, executive director of the 
North Rampart Community Center in New 


Orleans, was commissioned as both a dea¬ 
coness and as a missionary during the cere¬ 
mony. Kathlyne D. Kraiza, executive direc¬ 
tor of the Sager Brown Depot (a facility of 
the United Methodist Committee on Relief 
in Baldwin) was also commissioned as a 
deaconess. 


MARCH 21,2008 

as deaconesses 

In addition to Finley and Kraiza, 21 
other persons were commissioned as 
United Methodist missionaries. 

Deaconesses (women) and home mis¬ 
sioners (men) are laypeople often engaged 

See Finley, page6 


Reshaping the Church 



Close to 100 United Methodists throughout the the conference gathered March 14-15 at The Wesley Center in Woodworth to 
hear Rev. Dr. Lovett Weems speak about "Making a Difference in Your Church's Future." Pictured with Weems, above right, are 
George"Buzzy" Anding, conference lay leader; Bishop William W. Hutchinson; and Anita Crump, former conference lay leader. 


Weems serves as speaker for Bishop's Laity Retreat 


Nearly 100 United Methodists from 
throughout the Louisiana Annual 
Conference heard Rev. Dr. Lovett Weems 
speak on the future of our denomination. 

Those listening were lay persons inter¬ 
ested in finding out about Weems’ 
philosophies on “Making a Difference in 
Your Church’s Future,” the theme for the 
2008 Bishop’s Laity Retreat held March 
14-15 at The Wesley Center in 
Woodworth. 

Weems, a popular writer and lecturer 
on the subject of church leadership, is a 
past president of St. Paul School of 
Theology in Kansas City, Missouri, and 
presently serves as Director of the 


G. Douglass Lewis Center for Church 
Leadership at Wesley Theological 
Seminary in Washington, D. C. 

Weems talked about the fact that 
although United Methodists are not char¬ 
acterized as fundamentalists of doctrine, 
they tend to be fundamentalists of struc¬ 
ture. “Can we move from a structure of 
control to a structure of grace?,” said 
Weems, who points out the need for a 
less restrictive, more minimalist general 
conference. 

“We live in a time when people are 
not anxious to be told what to do, or to 
have others speak for them. Yet, we still 
must have accountability, naming that 


which we believe God has called us to 
do,” added Weems. 

He talked about the fact that United 
Methodism is an aging denomination. 
Weems pointed out that after 1975, the 
average age of United Methodists rose 
above the average age of the population 
as a whole. He added that the death rate 
of the general population is much lower 
than death rate of United Methodists. 

“We say we want younger people in 
our churches, but we are not willing to 
change our worship or our budgets to 
accomplish it,” he said. 

See Weems, page 7 
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ON THE JOURNEY 

Holy Week and Us 


What a great day this has been! Palm 
Sunday. The weather has been beautiful 
and befitting such a triumphant day, and 
the services of worship this morning 
were inspirational. The music was 
uplifting, the crowds were encouraging, 
and the preaching was spirit-centered. 
From the moment I walked into worship 
until I left, I was fed from the overflow¬ 
ing fount of Christ’s love. This was the 
way to begin Holy Week! 

We were asked to kneel at the feet of 
Christ this week and to honor his 
majesty. We were encouraged to ponder 
Christ’s emptying of himself in order to 
become as we are. We were challenged 
to see Jesus as the “norm” that should 
control our lives, and the world as that 
which is abnormal. We were inspired to 
“see visions and dream dreams” that 
seem impossible to the society in which 
we live. Yes, it was a great Palm 
Sunday. 

On Saturday of this Palm Sunday 
weekend we were privileged to be at the 
Bishop’s Laity Retreat at the Wesley 
Center. Dr. Lovett Weems, 

Distinguished Professor of Church 
Leadership and Director of the G. 
Douglass Lewis Center for Church 
Leadership at Wesley Theological 
Seminary in Washington, D.C. was our 
leader. Among the many insightful 
things he shared, there was one disturb¬ 
ing statement that has lingered with me. 
Dr. Weems said, “If every child who is in 
a United Methodist family and in a 
United Methodist Church today will 
grow up and become an active member 
of The United Methodist Church, we will 
still see a loss of membership in the 
church.” That’s staggering! As I 
watched those multitudes of children this 
morning who were bearing palm branch¬ 
es and marching through the aisles of the 
church I thought about Dr. Weems’ state¬ 
ment. Even if EVERY ONE of them, 
and every child who was marching today 
in all of our churches across the globe 
became an active member of the church, 
we would still lose membership! 

Do you ever ponder the future of our 
church? And if you do, do you ever have 
a sense of panic, or a sense of impending 
disaster? And if so, do you ever begin to 
think, “What can I do to help this threat¬ 
ening situation?” 

I’ve thought about that a lot recently. 
Maybe that is because I am leaving the 
office of the bishop as of September 1, 
2008 and will be sitting among the wor¬ 
shippers each Sunday as a “regular” part 
of the church. What can I do that will 
make the church in which I choose to 
worship be a living, vital, growing part 
of God’s kingdom? What can I do to 
insure that not only do the children of 
that church have a close tie to Christ and 
Christ’s universal body, but how do I 
help introduce others “out there” to the 
Savior of the world? How do I live a life 
that is so representative of Christ that 
others will want to do likewise? What 


do I need to be say¬ 
ing to my friends 
and associates that 
will make them want 
to join me in the 
worship of God each 
week and begin to 
form their own rela¬ 
tionship with the 
Master? Not only 
“what” do I need to 
be saying, but also 
“how” do I say it that will make the 
gospel inviting and magnetic for them? 

Oh, I have a big role to play in the 
future health of the church! So do you! 

I want others to sit on the verge of tears 
and sing while the children carry the vic¬ 
tor’s palm branch through the aisle of the 
church on Palm Sunday. I want others to 
come to the table of the Lord on Maundy 
Thursday and realize they have a very 
close tie to this Jesus of Nazareth. I want 
others to know the pain of Good Friday 
and the total void that can be felt when 
unknowing zealots snuff out the life of 
Christ. I want others to rise up on Easter 
mom and say, “Christ is risen! He is 
risen indeed!” “Let’s go the house of the 
Lord and celebrate this glorious gift of 
our salvation that comes through him 
who defeated death of every hue and 
nature.” 

As you complete this Holy Week and 
as you celebrate Easter, may you do so 
with a haunting sense of your intimate 
role in this great story! It is through us 
that others will know of this faith we 
hold so dear. It is through us that others 
will come to the body of the church as a 
guest of the living Lord. It is through us 
that those who come will experience 
what it means to be a faithful and loving 
follower. It is through us that the word 
of God will be lived out so that others 
can see. It is through us! 

And if we aren’t faithful to our own 
role, God will raise up a new people who 
will be faithful. Of that I have no fear. 
But I want others to take their journey to 
the heart of Christ through our beloved 
church. We’re not alone in this journey, 
nor do we have a comer on the under¬ 
standing of Christ, but we do have a 
unique and blessed contribution to make 
to the universal Kingdom. Please join 
me in searching your heart for how you 
can be a part of this sacred task, “that the 
world may know.” . 

In Christ’s love, 


Bill Hutchinson 


fall 



Bishop William W. 
Hutchinson 



Over 500 young people gathered for Confirmation Day with the Bishop, held March 8 at 
The Wesley Center in Woodworth. Rev. Larry Norman is shown working with confir- 
mands on completing a mission project to assist the North Rampart Community Center. 

Confirmation Day with the Bishop 


While the day started cold and wet— 
and the most commonly heard phrase was 
“don’t get muddy”— the energy and 
excitement for Confirmation Day with the 
Bishop remained high. Approximately 500 
confirmands from throughout the confer¬ 
ence gathered at the Wesley Center on 
March 8 to learn about their United 
Methodist connection. The day opened 
with a performance by praise band Inner 
Fever from the Wesley Foundation at 
Northwestern State University. Students 
then rotated through four learning stations, 
including Connecting with Those in Need, 
Connecting with Our Beliefs, Connecting 


with Our Heritage and Connecting with 
Our Practice. Connecting with Those in 
Need was led by Rev. Larry Norman, who 
worked with the confirmands on complet¬ 
ing a mission project to assist the North 
Rampart Community Center in New 
Orleans. Bishop Hutchinson led the confir¬ 
mands in discipleship exploration. Rev. 
Lance Eden talked with participants about 
their United Methodist beliefs, while Rev. 
Leslie Stephens and Josh Miller led the 
confirmands in a rousing game of “You 
Might Be Smarter than a Confirmand,” 
focusing on our United Methodist heritage. 


ouisiana NOW! 

William W. Hutchinson Resident Bishop 

Don Cottrill Provost 

Betty Backstrom Editor 

Louisiana Conference NOW! is the newspaper of the Louisiana Annual Conference of 
The United Methodist Church and is published twice a month. 
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General Conference 2008: A time of doing the business of the church 


Delegate Carol Winn Crawford of Louisiana speaks during a legislative committee ses¬ 
sion at the 2004 United Methodist General Conference in Pittsburgh. Delegates to the 
2008 legislative assembly in Fort Worth,Texas, must trudge through more than 1,500 
pieces of proposed legislation. On Feb.15, United Methodist Publishing House mailed 
1,540 copies of the Advance Edition of the Daily Christian Advocate to delegates, first 
alternates, bishops and others.The two-volume set includes reports from churchwide 
agencies and proposed legislation. A UMNS file photo by Paul Jeffrey 


A UMNS REPORT 
BY J. RICHARD PECK 

Nearly 1,000 delegates to the United 
Methodist General Conference are now 
wading through 1,564 pieces of proposed 
legislation to be considered during the 
April 23-May 2 meeting in Fort Worth, 
Texas. 

On Feb. 15, United Methodist Publishing 
House mailed 1,540 copies of the Advance 
Edition of the Daily Christian Advocate to 
delegates, first alternates, bishops and oth¬ 
ers. Portuguese and French editions later 
were sent to delegates in Africa. 

Delegates received a 157-page 
Handbook for Delegates, which includes 
the proposed plan of organization and rules 
of order for the assembly and a listing of 
delegates and committee assignments. 

They also received the hefty two-volume 
Advance DCA, which includes reports 
from churchwide agencies and proposed 
legislation. The page count is 1,560, up 
from 1,411 in 2004 when the last assembly 
was held. 

Most petitions sent by agencies, annual 
conferences, local churches and individuals 
propose changes in the Book of Discipline, 
which is the church’s book of law, and also 
in the Book of Resolutions, which outlines 
the church’s positions on social-justice 
issues. 

These petitions are assigned by subject 
matter or disciplinary paragraph to one of 
14 legislative committees. Committee 
members consider each petition and then 
recommend approval as submitted, 
approval as amended, or they recommend 
defeating the petition. 

When a petition not involving money or 
a change in the denomination’s 
Constitution receives 10 or fewer negative 
votes, it is placed on a time-saving consent 
calendar and is voted on as a bloc along 
with other non-controversial proposals. 

Since so many petitions relate to social 
justice issues, these 414 petitions are 
assigned to two Church and Society leg¬ 
islative committees. The Legislative 
Committee on Ministry and Higher 
Education will consider 229 petitions, the 
highest number of petitions assigned to any 
single legislative committee. 

The petition process 

The Rev. Gary Graves, a pastor in 
Beaver Dam, Ky., serves as petitions secre¬ 
tary and is responsible for sorting and filing 
all petitions. While there are nearly 1,600 
different pieces of proposed legislation, 
many submissions were identical. 

While sorting through thousands of peti¬ 
tions, Graves suffered three kidney stone 
attacks, resulting in the same number of 
trips to the emergency room. “I don’t 
attribute that to the petitions process,” he 
said. 

Graves is especially grateful for peti¬ 
tioners who have transitioned to e-mail 
submissions, which decreased the number 
of boxes of “snail mail” to his office from 
47 in 2003 to just over two boxes in 2007. 
For the last assembly, Graves shipped 18 
boxes of petitions to the site of General 
Conference. This year, he will ship four 
boxes to Fort Worth and the rest of the peti¬ 
tions will be handled electronically. 


Graves praised petitioners for limiting 
the rationales behind their legislation to 50 
words—the word count permitted to be 
printed in the Advance DCA. If the expla¬ 
nation for the proposed changes exceeds 
that total, the rationale is sent to the chair 
of the legislative committee considering the 
petition. 

Here is a roundup highlighting some of 
the petitions to be considered this spring: 

Reorganization 

The most far-reaching petition comes 
from a six-member task force that proposes 
to make the church’s five U.S. jurisdictions 
into a regional body, similar to the church’s 
central conferences that exist outside of the 
United States. That action requires a 
change in the Constitution and must be 
approved by two-thirds of the General 
Conference delegates and two-thirds of the 
aggregate total of annual conference dele¬ 
gates. 

Homosexuality 

The issue that seems to grab most of the 
headlines also received the highest number 
of petitions. 

Petitions from 616 groups or individuals 
ask General Conference to make no change 
in the existing statements on homosexuality 
within the church’s Social Principles. That 
statement declares homosexuals to be 
“individuals of sacred worth,” but declares 
the practice of homosexuality to be 
“incompatible with Christian teaching.” 

The United Methodist Board of Church 
and Society, the church’s social action 
agency, is asking the assembly to delete the 
incompatibility clause and replace it with: 
“While Christians of good faith differ on 
what Christian teaching reveals regarding 
gender and homosexuality, we affirm 
God’s grace is available to all.” The Iowa 
Annual (regional) Conference offers a sim¬ 
ilar petition 

Another 326 petitioners are asking dele¬ 
gates to make no change in the present 
statement supporting laws that define mar¬ 
riage as the “union of one man and one 
woman.” However, petitions wanting to 
delete that clause are from the Board of 
Church and Society along with the Kansas 
East, Northern Illinois, Minnesota, 
Califomia-Nevada, Oregon-Idaho, New 
England, California-Pacific and New York 
conferences. 

Abortion 

The United Methodist Church now rec¬ 
ognizes the “sanctity of unborn human life” 
but also respects the “life and well-being of 
the mother, for whom devastating damage 
may result from an unacceptable pregnan¬ 
cy.” Seventy-six petitions want to replace 
the words “an unacceptable” with “a life 
threatening.” 

Another 322 petitions want to make it 
clear that abortion is only acceptable if the 
“physical death of the mother” would result 
from the “continuation of a pregnancy.” 

A total of 370 petitions, including the 
North Carolina and Northwest Texas con¬ 
ferences, call for churchwide agencies to 
withdraw their membership from the 
Religious Coalition for Reproductive 
Choice. They argue that the church opposes 
partial birth abortion while the coalition 


supports the practice. Eighty petitions, 
including one from the Mississippi confer¬ 
ence, ask for a resolution supporting the 
coalition to be deleted from the Book of 
Resolutions. A total of 375 petitions sup¬ 
port parental notification if an abortion is 
being considered. 

Health care 

The Board of Church and Society wants 
the church to call for legislation which will 
“entitle all persons within the borders of 
the United States to the provision of health 
care services, the cost of such services to 
be equally shared by American taxpayers.” 
Public funds would be generated by indi¬ 
vidual premiums and a payroll tax. 

New hymnal 

The Board of Discipleship and the 
United Methodist Publishing House are 
asking delegates to authorize the creation 
of a 27-member Hymnal Revision 
Committee to “prepare and present to the 
2012 General Conference a single-volume 
hymn and worship book.” 

The discipleship agency also wants the 
assembly to create a nine-member commit¬ 
tee to study the possibility of publishing 
“an official United Methodist hymnal for 
North American Christians of African 
descent in the Wesleyan heritage.” That 
Nashville, Tenn.,-based agency also wants 
to continue the Strengthening the Black 
Church for the 21st Century initiative—a 
program started in 1996 and renewed by 
the following two General Conferences. 

Finances 

The General Council on Finance and 
Administration will propose a denomina¬ 
tional budget of nearly $642 million for the 
2009-2012 period, up 4.8 percent. That 
four-year total includes $333 million for 
World Service, a 4.96 percent increase for 
ministries of churchwide agencies. The 
agencies have been asked to develop their 


budgets around four areas of focus: 1) lead¬ 
ership development; 2) church growth; 3) 
ministry with the poor; and 4) global 
health. 

GCFA recommends no increase for 
funds supporting ministerial education, 
black colleges, Africa University or inter¬ 
denominational ministries. The proposed 
budget for the operation of bishops’ offices 
would increase 13 percent to more than 
$94 million. The administrative cost of 
operating GCFA, General Conference, 
Judicial Council and the Commission on 
Archives and History would total nearly 
$37 million, up almost 9 percent from the 
2005-2008 period. 

A full listing of all petitions is scheduled 
to be available by early April on the 
General Conference Web site at 
http://gc2008.umc.org. 


For more 

information on what 
happens at 
General Conference, 
visit www.umc.org for 
the archived 
UMNS Report 
entitled 

"General Conference 
101: All You Ever 
Wanted to Know/ 7 

written July6,2007by 
J. Richard Peck 
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Ground was broken on Feb. 23 for the Epworth Center, to be located at Aldersgate 
United Methodist Church in Slidell. Shown turning the earth are Rev. Darryl Tate, Rev. 
Don Cottrill, Bishop William W. Hutchinson, Rev. Ralph Ford and Stephen Ford. 


Aldersgate UMC to be site of Epworth Center 


Ground was broken on Feb. 23 for a 
new facility to be built on the campus of 
Aldersgate United Methodist Church in 
Slidell. To be known as the Epworth 
Center, this new addition will serve as a 
permanent lodge for housing volunteers for 
the Louisiana United Methodist Disaster 
Recovery Ministry. This facility will be 
used jointly by the Conference and 
Aldersgate United Methodist Church. 

When there is a need, the building will 
house volunteers to assist in rebuilding, as 


in the case of Hurricanes Katrina and Rita. 
When it is not needed for such response, 
the church will have the building available 
for its ongoing ministry. Epworth Center is 
being paid for by Disaster Response 
(UMCOR) hinds and by donations from 
sister denominations, other organizations 
involved in disasters and by volunteers 
who use the building. Aldersgate UMC 
will provide the maintenance and operating 
costs when they are using Epworth Center. 


St. Timothy UMC 

St. Timothy United Methodist Church in 
Mandeville will host a Mother-Daughter 
Conference at the church on May 3 from 
8:30 a.m.-4 p.m. 

Mothers and daughters are invited to 
attend this fun-filled day focusing on nur¬ 
turing a special relationship that will be 
preserved for generations to come. 


Mandeville 

Special music by Rachel and Brian 
Brogie, a keynote message by Michelle 
Tinker and a luncheon are highlights of the 
day. Each participant takes home a book, a 
keep sake journal and other items. 

The event is geared for girls between the 
ages of 11-16. The cost of the event is $50 
per person. Call (985) 626-3307 for info. 


St Matthew's UMC - Metairie 


The United Methodist Women of St. 
Matthew’s United Methodist Church in 
Metairie will host “Treasures, Trinkets & 
Tea” on April 12 from 8 a.m.-3 p.m. at the 
church. 

The event will feature a country store 
with home baked, canned and sewn items; 
handmade crafts; upscale clothing and 
accessories; treasures for the home; the 


“Secret Garden” tea room; and a New 
Orleans artist on premises painting and 
selling her New Orleans prints. 

Proceeds will benefit local and world¬ 
wide missions, including efforts in New 
Orleans, Cambodia and Mexico. 

The UMW at St. Matthew’s currently 
has 65 members. 


Summer Grove UMC 


Summer Grove United Methodist 
Church, 9119 Dean Road in Shreveport, 
will celebrate its 25th year in the Dean 
Road facility on April 13 at 10 a.m. wor¬ 
ship. 

Former pastors have been invited back 
to speak, including Dr. John Braden, Dr. 
Don Cottrill, Rev. Willis Dear, Rev. Bryan 


Dauphin, Rev. Terry Love, and Rev. Mark 
Strickland. Current pastor, Rev. Bob 
Rowland, will also speak. 

The combined service, both traditional 
and contemporary, will serve as a 
Homecoming for all friends, members and 
former members of the church who are 
invited to attend. 


Moss Bluff UMC 


The “Tour LaFitte” bike ride, sponsored 
by Moss Bluff United Methodist Church 
and KPLC-TV in Lake Charles, will be 
held Saturday, May 3. 

A 10-mile “Family Ride,” with a mid¬ 
way “punch and cookies” rest stop, is 
available for the recreational biker. For the 
experienced cyclist, the tour offers dis¬ 
tances of 62, 50, 35 and a new 25-mile 
route. 

The Tour LaFitte bike ride is designed 
to produce a healthy family event that is 
safe, comfortable and fun for everyone 
involved. 

The ride starts and ends at the Lake 
Charles Civic Center. All routes will start at 
7:30 am. Every Tour LaFitte participant 
receives a ride packet that includes a com¬ 
memorative T-shirt, water bottle, and other 
surprises provided by sponsors. 


For the riders’ safety and convenience, 
there are race breakpoints stocked with 
fruit, water and homemade cookies along 
every route. After the ride, participants 
enjoy homemade gumbo, soft drinks and 
prize give-a-ways. Ride registration fees 
are $10 for the ten-mile ride and $20 for all 
other routes up untill the day of the event. 
On the day of the ride, registration fees are 
an additional $5 per rider. 

All proceeds go to Southwest Special 
Olympians. 

Online registration is available at 
www.active.com. Printable registration 
forms can be found at www.jollyrogercy- 
cling.com or www.kplctv.com 

For additional information, contact Rob 
Brooks, Ride Director, at (337) 708-4852 
(7 a.m. to 4 p.m.) or (337) 855-0167 (After 
4 p.m.). 


Bayou Blue UMC 



Bayou Blue United Methodist Church in Houma recently held its annual Spring Fling at 
the church. Members and folks from the community enjoyed hamburger/hot dog 
plates, desserts, games for the kids, craft booths, a silent auction, a space walk, karaoke, 
Easter egg hunts, hayrides, photos with the Easter Bunny, and a cake walk. Shown per¬ 
forming the "Chicken Dance" at the event are Bonnie, Charlene, Jackie and Kathy from 
the church. 


Baton Rouge UM Hope Ministry 


Baton Rouge United Methodist HOPE 
Ministries continues to open doors to peo¬ 
ple who live in poverty in Baton Rouge 
community through its Family Mentoring 
Program. HOPE volunteer Family 
Mentors along with staff Family Service 
Coordinators provide families throughout 
East Baton Rouge Parish with the tools 
they need to reach financial, housing and 
family stability. 

This program provides a great opportu¬ 
nity for volunteers to get involved with a 
family in a way that will have a positive, 
life-long impact on both the client family 
and the mentor. HOPE provides a 16-hour 
training session and ongoing support and is 
currently seeking volunteers who are inter¬ 
ested in working with this program. HOPE 
has both ongoing and one-time volunteer 
opportunities in both the Family Mentoring 
Program and Client Choice Food Pantry. 

To learn more about how you can get 
involved or to get a list of specific items to 
donate to the Food Pantry please contact 
Anna Stevens at (225) 355-0702 or 
astevens@hopeministriesbr. org 

HOPE also hosts various holiday and 
special events throughout the year. HOPE 


Fest, an annual Spring Fair for clients and 
neighbors, is scheduled for Saturday, April 
19, 2008, from 10:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m. at 
the HOPE campus on Winboume Avenue. 
HOPE. 

Fest is a day of food and fun for the 
families that HOPE serves. Various com¬ 
munity partners will be on hand to provide 
information about banking, the public 
library, public safety and other services 
available to our clients. If you or your 
organization is interested in helping to 
sponsor this event, please contact Kelli 
Rogers at (225) 355-0702 or by email at 
krogers@hopeministriesbr.org 

HOPE is also honored to announce that 
Ron Hall and Denver Moore, authors of 
Same Kind of Different As Me, are coming 
to Baton Rouge this fall to share their 
inspiring true story about “a modem day 
slave, an international art dealer, and the 
unlikely woman who brought them togeth¬ 
er,” according to the book jacket, to leam 
more sbout the book visit www.samekind- 
ofdifferentasme.com 

For more information about United 
Methodist HOPE Ministries, visit our web¬ 
site at www.hopeministriesbr.org. 
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Children enjoy the antics of an entertaining clown during a recent gathering for the 
Acts of Random Kindness (ARK) ministry at First United Methodist Church in Eunice.The 
story of Noah's Ark serves as the thematic base for the day-long camps. 

First UMC - Eunice 


First United Methodist Church in 
Eunice launched a new children’s ministry 
on March 8 known as Acts of Random 
Kindness (ARK). 

The story of Noah’s Ark, one of the 
most familiar Bible stories for children, 
tells a story of refuge and safety and 
serves as the thematic base for the ministry. 

Sixty-four participants showed up to 
“board” the maiden voyage of ARK Day. 
Activities included singing and dancing, 
puppets, story-telling by adult and child 
readers, “News Reports” from the youth 
fellowship, the “Carrier Pigeon Project” 
(kids personalized dozens of cards to be 
delivered to nursing home residents), 
crafts, and a science demonstration in 
Noah’s “Lab.” 


The children also enjoyed hamburgers 
and hot dogs prepared by the church’s 
United Methodist Men. 

“The United Methodist Church can 
serve as a fun and safe escape from a trou¬ 
bled world, just as Noah’s Ark served. In a 
nutshell, ARK is a fun day for children of 
all ages...like a one-day VBS!,” said church 
member Dwight Jodon. 

First UMC plans to host ARK Day on a 
Saturday in odd-numbered months 
throughout the year. The next event will be 
held May 10, leading into a weeklong 
Vacation Bible School in July. 

To find out more information, visit the 
church’s web site at 
www.FUMCeunice.org 


First UMC - Shreveport 


Three opera and concert artists with 
roots in the Centenary College Choir will 
be performing in a gala concert “Music 
Among Friends” Sunday, March 30 at First 
United Methodist Church in Shreveport. 
The concert, slated for 2:30 p.m., is under 
the Texas Street Arts Series. 

Anne Heath-Welch, soprano, ’75, 
Gregory Warren, tenor, ’98, and J. 
Raymond Fielder, baritone, ’78 will come 
together singing a group of arias each, 
three duets, and a trio all with full sym¬ 
phonic orchestra under the direction of Will 
Andress. 

For 21, years Heath-Welch lived and 
performed in Europe. She was based in 
London and sang as principal soprano for 
English National Opera in London. 

Following his Centenary days, Warren 


continued vocal study at Indiana State 
University and later completed his masters 
degree at Texas Tech University. In the 
2007-08 season Greg is performing with 
the Los Angeles Opera, the Washington 
National Opera, San Antonio Opera, the 
New Jersey Opera Theatre, and will leave 
Shreveport to fly to Amsterdam to perform 
with Opera Amsterdam. 

Fielder has been heard in Opera, Music 
Theatre, Oratorio and Concert for over 
twenty-five years throughout the United 
States and Europe. In Europe he has been 
heard in the Luneberg Staadt Theatre, 
Hanover Opera, and as guest artist wit the 
Theatre des Westens in Berlin. 

This concert is offered with admission 
cost as a part of the Arts Series. For further 
information phone (318) 429-6887. 


Historic Haven-Trinity UMC 



Rev. Charles Washington, pastor of Historic Haven-Trinity United Methodist Church, 
presents a bouquet of roses to member Beulah Walker in appreciation for the hand- 
sewn robe Washington is wearing in the photo. Walker presented the robe to him on 
behalf of the church's Usher Board. 


Shreveport District builds ramp 
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When Beth and Aarin Bridges of Ringgold needed a handicap ramp for their home, the 
United Methodist Shreveport District Ramp Ministry responded. After hearing about 
the need and the opportunity. United Methodist churches from throughout the District 
responded to work on the project. Within three days, measurements were taken and a 
design was completed that met codes. On March 2, 17 United Methodist Men from nine 
churches gathered to build the ramp. In four hours, the ramp was completed from the 
first posthole to the last nut and bolt. To "prove" the ramp's sturdiness, the crew is pic¬ 
tured with the Bridges. United Methodist Churches involved in the project were 
Brushwood, Fellowship, First in Haughton, Lakeview, Mooringsport, Noel Memorial, 
North Highlands, Ringgold and Sibley. 


New Orleans choir competiton set 


A local Christian television station in 
New Orleans is conducting a choir compe¬ 
tition for churches in the Metro New 
Orleans viewing area. 

WHNO-TV is are currently accepting 
DVDs or videotapes of performances by 
choirs from area churches. All tapes should 
be sent to WHNO TV, 839 St. Charles, 


Suite 309, New Orleans, LA 70130. 

This is a great opportunity for the 
United Methodist Churches in the Metro 
New Orleans area to get exposure in the 
community. For more information about 
the project, contact David Vasquez at 
dvasquez@lesea.com or call (504) 681- 
0120 or fax (504) 681-0180. 


University UMC - Lake Charles 



University United Methodist Church in Lake Charles held a wedding vow renewal serv¬ 
ice on Valentine's Day evening.The event was highlighted by a presentation on mar¬ 
riage by Rev. Doug Ezell and his wife Patti, and was followed by a dinner. Rev. Charlie 
Langford serves as pastor of University UMC. 
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Joanne Finley 


Finley, from page 1 

in work with the poor and marginalized. 

The new deaconesses come from across 
the United States. One of the two home 
missioners comes from the Philippines but 
is working in Virginia. Several of the dea¬ 
conesses direct facilities serving children or 
the ageing. Others direct spiritual retreat 
centers. 

The office of deaconess in Methodism 
goes back to the late 19th century. The 
home missioner position, created by the 
2004 General Conference, provides an 
opportunity for men to take part in the dia- 
conal movement. Deaconesses and home 
missioners create a community of service 
and mutual support. 

Bishop Joel N. Martinez of San Antonio 
presided over the commissioning service 
during the annual meeting of the directors 
of the General Board of Global Ministries 
meeting in Stamford. Bishop Martinez is 
the president of the international mission 
agency. To “commission” is to give per¬ 
sons special service roles on behalf of the 
church. 


Children's ministry Forum 2008 held 


Fifteen children’s leaders and work¬ 
ers representing five districts of the 
Louisiana Annual Conference attended 
the Children’s Ministry Forum 2008 
held recently at First United Methodist 
Church in Richardson, Tex. The event, 
sponsored by the General Board of 
Discipleship, featured two days of pre¬ 
conference workshops and two full 
days of training events and seminars. 

Vendors, including Cokesbury, were 
on hand to offer supplies as well as 
ideas for children’s programming. A 
particular emphasis this year was the 
involvement of children in missions, 
with two different vendors present that 
specialized in Children’s mission pro¬ 
grams, and several workshops on mis¬ 
sion ideas for children. Other work¬ 
shops included: Utilizing Stations of 
the Cross for children’s worship, plan¬ 


ning a curriculum for children, and 
organizing your work and teaching 
areas. One pre-conference workshop 
included a tour of several United 
Methodist Churches in the Dallas area, 
focusing on how their children’s areas 
were laid out and decorated. 

The Louisiana Conference was 
well represented by the leadership role 
that Centenary College graduates 
played in the event. Allyson George, 
director of Children’s Ministry at First 
UMC in Richardson was the event 
design team coordinator, while Celia 
Whittier was the worship leader each 
morning. Both are graduates of 
Centenary College. 

Ideas gathered at the forum regard¬ 
ing children’s mission programs will 
be utilized in Sunday schools and 
upcoming Vacation Bible Schools. 


Annual Conference news and schedule of pre-conference events 


Sarah Schoeffler nominations sought 


Special Offerings to be taken 
during Annual Conference 


The Sarah Schoeffler Award, presented 
every year at Annual Conference, recog¬ 
nizes outstanding or extraordinary devotion 
and service to church and/or a local com¬ 
munity by a member of a Louisiana 
Methodist congregation. It is hoped that 
this early reminder will give ample time for 
individual church members to prayerfully 
consider and nominate a brother or sister 
that has gone above and beyond the ordi¬ 
nary to serve his/her church and/or com¬ 
munity. This award traditionally has gone 
to someone who reflects and spreads the 
true spirit of love and community that we, 
as Christians, hope to do in service to oth¬ 


ers and our church. 

All nominations must be sent in writing 
no later than April 2, 2008 to Rachel 
Morgan either by fax at (225) 755-1125 or 
by mail to 222 St. Louis Street, Suite 822, 
Baton Rouge, La. 70801 or by email at 
rapitcher@yahoo.com. Please include the 
name of your nominee, his/her church affil¬ 
iation, and the reasons that you think the 
nominee exemplifies the qualities needed 
for the award, including any specific serv¬ 
ices rendered to church or local communi¬ 
ty. Please remind fellow church members 
to participate by sending in nominations. 


Special offerings taken at this year’s 
Annual Conference session will be collect¬ 
ed for the “Nothing but Nets” initiative, the 
Louisiana “Friendship Plaza” at Mt. 
Sequoyah, and sponsorship for our ordi- 
nands on a tour of the Holy Land. 

The “Nothing But Nets” offering will be 
taken Sunday night during the Memorial 
Service held at Asbury United Methodist 
Church in Bossier City. “Nothing But 
Nets” is a global, grassroots campaign to 
save lives by preventing malaria, a leading 
killer of children in Africa. Sports 
Illustrated columnist Rick Reilly chal¬ 
lenged his readers to donate $10 for the 
purchase of an anti-malaria bed net, and 
thousands of people have joined the cam¬ 
paign. The people of The United Methodist 
Church, along with Sports Illustrated, NBA 
Cares, the United Nations Foundation and 
several other groups, are raising funds to 
purchase bed nets to end malaria. The 
Louisiana Annual Conference is joining the 
cause by contributing money for bed nets 
that will keep children and families safe. 
Every year, more than a million children 
die from this disease. Ninety percent of 
deaths caused by malaria occur in Africa. 
Malaria infects nearly 500 million people 
each year. Children who survive often 
experience health complications. Malaria is 


As in previous years, the Pre- 
Conference Report will be posted on the 
Conference Website April 11 for down¬ 
loading. The site address is www.la- 
umc.org 

If it is impossible for anyone attending 
this year’s Annual Conference in 
Shreveport to have access to a computer 


a preventable disease. By answering Jesus’ 
call to “minister to the least of these who 
are members of our family,” we can beat 
this disease and save future generations. 
Our goal for the Louisiana Conference is 
$124,000 ($1 per person), or 12,400 nets. 

Monday evening’s offering is dedicated 
to the building of the “Friendship Plaza” at 
the Mt. Sequoyah Conference and Retreat 
Center in Fayetteville, Ark. The plaza will 
serve as a visible, ongoing “thank you” gift 
to the conferences in our South Central 
Jurisdiction for the resources of money and 
volunteers given to Louisiana during our 
recovery from Hurricanes Katrina and Rita. 
Members are asked to give $5, $10, or $20 
toward the completions of fundraising 
efforts for this lasting gift of thanksgiving. 
The offering will be taken Monday night 
during a concert performed by this year’s 
music leader, Ken Medema. 

The offering taken during Tuesday 
evening’s Ordination Service will help with 
the cost of providing our ordinands with a 
tour to the Holy Land. The Louisiana 
Conference will be initiating a tour of the 
Holy Land every other year, with new ordi¬ 
nands as special guests. This experience 
will enrich the ministry of our new pastors 
during their time in ministry among us, and 
will enhance their spiritual journey of faith. 

to be available online 

for downloading, the Conference Area 
offices can provide you with a printed 
copy. 

You must make your request in writing 
to: Patti Perkins, La. Annual Conference 
Offices, 527 North Blvd., Baton Rouge, 

LA 70802 by April 11. 


2008 Pre-Conference Meetings 


Acadiana 

Sunday, May 4 

3:00 pm 

1st UMC, 
Lafayette 


Monday, May 5 

6:30 pm 

Pharr Chapel, 
Morgan City 

Alexandria 

Tuesday, May 6 

6:30pm 

1st UMC, 
Pineville 

Baton Rouge 

Sunday, May 18 

4:00pm 

1st UMC, 

Baton Rouge 

Lake Charles 

Tuesday, May 6 

7:00pm 

St. Luke 

Simpson 

Monroe 

Monday, May 12 

6:30pm 

McGuire UMC, 
West Monroe 

New Orleans 

Sunday, May 4 

3:00pm 

St.Timothy UMC 

Shreveport 

Monday, May 12 

6:00pm 

Asbury UMC, 
Bossier 


Pre-Conference Report 
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Neighborhood house assists Katrina survivors with case management 


Bonita Jethro (center), a Hurricane Katrina evacuee from New Orleans, visits Shirley 
Ellington and Bill Kreeb, staff with the Lessie Bates Davis Neighborhood House in East 
St. Louis, III. The house, a national mission institution of The United Methodist Church, is 
one of 12 organizations in nine states that received grants from the Emergency Services 
Office of the United Methodist Committee on Relief to assist Katrina survivors. A UMNS 
photo courtesy of Lessie Bates Davis Neighborhood House. 


BY SUSAN J.MEISTER 

Bonita Jethro was bom and raised in 
East St. Louis and remembered Lessie 
Bates Davis Neighborhood House from her 
childhood. 

As an adult, she started a new life in 
New Orleans. “It was a great move for 
me,” she said. “I was a head baker for 
Piccadilly Restaurant for 14 years.” 

Then Hurricane Katrina blew in, send¬ 
ing Jethro back to the city of her youth. 

She encountered the Neighborhood House 
again—but this time as a ministry reaching 
out and assisting survivors of the hurricane. 

The house is a national mission institu¬ 
tion of The United Methodist Church. It 
also is one of 12 organizations in nine 
states that received grassroots grants from 
the Emergency Services Office of the 
United Methodist Committee on Relief to 
assist Hurricane Katrina survivors across 
the United States. About $2.3 million was 
available for the hurricane recovery grants 
due to the generosity of United Methodists. 

“The Neighborhood House offers a 
prime example of an existing community- 
based ministry that stretched itself to do 
effective disaster response,” said Tom 
Hazelwood, UMCOR’s domestic disaster 
response executive. 

“The ministry has a nearly 100-year his¬ 
tory of assisting families in the Metro East 
area. So when Katrina survivors began to 
arrive, they were ready and willing to step 
in with short-term relief services and case 
management for long-term recovery.” 

The Neighborhood House specializes in 
social, economic and neighborhood devel¬ 
opment services aimed at meeting the spe¬ 
cial needs of children, families and the eld¬ 
erly in East St. Louis and St. Clair County. 

When Katrina hit landfall on Aug. 29, 
2005, the agency began to raise funds and 
collect items to send to those affected on 
the Gulf Coast. But the staff quickly real¬ 
ized that the disaster was arriving in their 
own backyard. Jethro and many other fam¬ 
ilies were evacuating to a familiar place. 

“Within a week, we became aware that 
hundreds of individuals and families were 
coming up from Louisiana and Mississippi 
to stay with family and friends here,” said 
William Kreeb, executive director. “That 
presented a problem. The majority of the 
families that were providing emergency 
housing for their relatives were already liv¬ 
ing below the poverty line themselves.” 

Neighborhood House staff quickly shift¬ 
ed their focus and joined with other 
churches and agencies to form the St. Clair 
County Disaster Relief Coalition. “The 
families we met didn’t come through the 
local airports, where state and local disaster 
relief organizations had time to plan and 
put services in place,” Kreeb said. “Our 
folks came by car or van or bus, at all 
hours of the day. There was no way to 
know how many families who needed 
services were coming or when. We just had 
to be ready.” 

Denita Jacox and other staff members 
took the lead in providing emergency trans¬ 
portation, food, clothing and shelter until 
the families could connect with FEMA and 
other governmental organizations. 

After the initial emergency phase, it 
became clear that survivors would require 


assistance in pursuing long-term solutions 
to re-establish their lives and find perma¬ 
nency and stability within Illinois commu¬ 
nities. The UMCOR grassroots grant pro¬ 
vided the ministry with resources to help 
move families into recovery. 

In October 2005, Shirley Ellington 
joined the staff at Neighborhood House as 
its Hurricane Katrina coordinator. She 
joined ongoing efforts to connect survivors 
with direct services and began to network 
with other agencies on a long-term 
response. 

“The biggest challenge the survivors 
faced was finding jobs in this area,” 
Ellington said. “They came from a 
tourist/agricultural mindset to an industri¬ 
al/corporate job market. They needed edu¬ 
cation and job skills. The people also dealt 
with a lot of depression.” 

Ellington and other Neighborhood 
House staff members tenaciously reached 
out into the neighborhoods to find and 
assist survivors. Jethro was impressed that 
the agency knocked on her door and asked, 
“What are your needs?” 

Jethro is doing well after facing some 
serious health issues since last September 
and is raising three grandchildren, ages 12, 
13 and 14. Her older son Greg is in culi¬ 
nary school at the local community college, 
funded through Neighborhood House. 

Ellington reported that 500 individuals 
and families were assisted by the ministry. 

Ellington approached long-term recov¬ 
ery with survivors through the case man¬ 
agement model, a family-by-family, prob¬ 
lem-solving approach advocated and per¬ 
fected by UMCOR and other agencies over 
years of disaster response. 

This approach encourages each family 
to write and implement its own recovery 
plan. Case managers walk alongside the 
family to help negotiate the labyrinth of 
paperwork for insurance and government 
services and to access other resources. 

Case managers also offer a caring pres¬ 
ence to individuals and families during the 
difficult process of recovery. The spiritual 
and emotional help they provide sometimes 
far outweighs the financial assistance. 

This was true for Donna Meyers, who 
affectionately referred to herself and 
Ellington as “the boohoo crew.” 

“It is humbling to be on the receiving 
side,” Meyers said. “I really worried about 
everything. Shirley was someone to talk 
to.” 

Meyers’ husband’s business in 
Louisiana was destroyed. The family left 
their homes and came to the Metro East 
area because “it was a 10-hour drive (to a 
niece’s home) instead of 19-hour drive to 
Ohio.” 

She, her husband, her two teenage chil¬ 
dren, her mother and her mother-in-law 
thought they would only be in town for a 
week, but Ellington and the Neighborhood 
House stepped in to help the family find a 
house. They helped pay for Meyers to be 
recertified to work as a nurse in Illinois and 
helped with paperwork and other financial 
challenges. 

“Shirley has been such a blessing,” she 
said. “Without her, I don’t think I would 
have made it.” 


Weems, from page 1 

An ironic truth of The United Methodist 
Church in our nation is that although mem¬ 
bership has been declining since the mid 
1970’s, giving is on a slight incline. 
“Although this sounds positive, this phe¬ 
nomenon is a reflection of the age of our 
members. A higher percentage of members 
each year are above age 50. Seventy per¬ 
cent of the assets in this country are con¬ 
trolled by people age 50 and older. So 
churches are depending on more and more 
of their income from an aging population,” 
said Weems. 

He pointed out that we must look at 
these sobering facts: Sunday school mem¬ 
bership is down; worship attendance is 
down; membership is down. . . but we still 
make our budget, so there is a false sense 
of security. 

Weems had the audience laughing when 
he made the “tongue-in-cheek” comment, 
“This situation takes care of several prob¬ 
lems. Churches don’t have as many people 
to fool with; we don’t have those crying 
kids anymore; we don’t have those young 
people who don’t wear their hair right. . . 
What a dangerous line of thinking!” 

Weems pointed out that there has been a 
20 year decline in the number of pastors 


Register now for the South Central 
Jurisdiction volunteer work week at Mount 
Sequoyah scheduled for March 31-April 4 
Lodging is provided at no cost in appre¬ 
ciation of your work at Mount Sequoyah. 
There is a per person charge of only $89 to 
cover the cost of meals. It will be a great 
week of faith in action. Donations will be 
accepted for materials and supplies. 

Time will be spent repairing buildings, 
cleaning windows, sealing decks, and mak¬ 
ing the grounds beautiful. Your landscap¬ 
ing, carpentry, drywall, maintenance, clean- 


under the age of 35. “Young pastors are our 
endangered species. Cabinets must take 
special care in those first and second 
appointments.” 

Studies have shown that most seminari¬ 
ans were active as children and youth in 
their local churches, making the decision to 
become clergy before attending college. 
“They all did it with help from other peo¬ 
ple. Events like Discerning the Call are 
critical to helping young people make the 
decision for ministry. Home churches that 
raise up people to serve as pastors; pray for 
them; send money; send letters . . . these 
are things we can all do to be sure that we 
will continue to have young clergy,” said 
Weems. 

The importance of being a welcoming 
congregation can’t be overstated, said 
Weems. “Churches will say, ‘We’re not 
only friendly, we’re a family.’ Have you 
ever been the daughter-in-law going to the 
first family gathering? You quickly learn 
that there’s an inside and an outside. But if 
you hang around for 10 or 20 years, you 
get a little closer to the inside. Churches 
must be intentional about putting in place 
ways of doing things and being a part of 
the congregation because it is awkward for 
new people.” 


ing or painting skills will be put to good 
use. This year we have a special need for 
sewing machines and seamstresses. We 
have several curtains from the hotel furni¬ 
ture move that need to be trimmed and 
hemmed to fit the windows in some cot¬ 
tages, Yancey, and Parker. 

We look forward to welcoming you to 
Mount Sequoyah Conference and Retreat 
Center. 

For more information please call the 
office at 800-760-8126, 479-443-4531 or 
email programs@mountsequoyah. org. 


Mt. Sequoyah volunteer work week scheduled 
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2008 Caring for Creation Conference held at Mt. Sequoyah March 7-9 



BY SCHARMEL ROUSSEL 

“I never before realized that it takes five 
bottles of water to produce one bottle of 
bottled water,” exclaimed Rev. Michael 
Mattox, senior pastor at First Untied 
Methodist Church in Little Rock, at the end 
of a Caring for Creation Conference, 

March 7-9, at Mount Sequoyah Retreat 
Center in Fayetteville. More than 120 par¬ 
ticipants from Arkansas and surrounding 
states learned about U.S. consumption, 
starting a green team at church, rain gar¬ 
dens, compost, ecological footprints, recy¬ 
cling, community food initiatives, political 
advocacy and biblical basis for creation 
care. Among other statistics, they learned 
that products purchased by consumers can 
require 30 times their weight and value in 
raw materials, manufacturing, processing, 
packaging, shipping and distribution. 

Rev. Cory Sparks, clergy from the 
Louisiana Conference, led a workshop on 
Creation in Worship and was on the design 
team for the conference. 

Dr. Katy Hinman, executive director 
of Georgia Interfaith Power and Light, 
challenged people of faith to move beyond 
the environmental wake-up call and to “get 
out of bed and start moving - take action!” 


Claiming that environmental care is not 
just for “tree huggers, but also Jesus hug- 
gers,” she listed four motivations for 
action: 1) stewardship/responsibility for 
nature; 2) social justice for the “least of 
these” who are most affected by environ¬ 
mental degradation; 3) the inter-connection 
of our behaviors to cultures and environ¬ 
ments; 4) spiritual affirmation that all of 
creation is a gift from God. Hinman holds 
a doctorate in Ecology and Evolution and a 
Master of Divinity from Candler School of 
Theology at Emory University. 

“We all share one home, and we have 
no place else to go,” according to featured 
speaker Mark Davies, dean of the 
Wimberly School of Religion at Oklahoma 
City University. Davies emphasized the 
concept of “oikos” from the Greek word 
for “house.” He emphasized moving con¬ 
cerned people from sustenance to sustain¬ 
ability - not just getting by and preventing 
worse conditions but actually contributing 
as a community of believers to making 
things better... by reducing pollution, 
deforestation, toxins and water shortages... 
through attitudes and actions. 

“A minority of the world’s population 
lives in the U.S., but we contribute l A of 


the world’s carbon emissions,” said John 
Hill, program director of economic and 
environmental justice for the General 
Board of Church and Society (GBCS) of 
the United Methodist Church in 
Washington, D.C., speaking on global cli¬ 
mate justice. According to 

GBCS, carbon dioxide levels in the 
atmosphere have increased by more than 
25% in the last century. While the U.S. 
leads the world in carbon emissions, Africa 
leads the world in estimated deaths attribut¬ 
able to climate change, Hill said. 

According to statistics from GBCS, 5% 
of the world’s population lives in the 
United States, yet U.S. residents consume 
24% of the world’s energy, 27% of the 
world’s aluminum and 21% of the world’s 
beef. U.S. citizens own 35% of the world’s 
motor vehicles. If everyone in the world 
lived according to U.S. standards, we 
would need four planets worth of resources 
to sustain the world’s population, according 
to GBCS. 

While there is no scientific certainty that 
any one event leads to environmental catas¬ 
trophes, reports indicate that warmer water 
causes stronger hurricanes, Hill said, refer¬ 
ring to a 2008 inter-govemmental report. 


DIRECTOR OF 
YOUTH MINISTRIES 

First United Methodist Church in 
Lake Charles is seeking a full time 
Director of Youth Ministries. 

College degree is required. 
Excellent compensation and benefits 
package. Church has a solid core of 
active youth with strong parental sup¬ 
port. Come work with our ministry 
team in a collegial environment. 

Send resume to: 

First United Methodist Church, 812 
Kirkman Street, Lake Charles, LA 
7060lor to Rev. Dick Humphires @ 
richard.humphries@fumclc. org 


Free Roland Digital Piano 

Peavey KB/A 50 keyboard/acoustic 
amplification system, bought in 1997 
with the piano microphone with stand 
If interested, contact Karen Lessard 
at (225) 382-4626. 


Correction 

In the March 7 edition of Louisiana 
Now!, former Louisiana State 
Governor David Treen and his friend 
Mitty Terral were incorrectly identified 
as former La. Governor David Treen 
and Mrs. Treen. 

Terral and Treen were shown at the 
Feb. 23 dinner in Mandeville celebrat¬ 
ing the opening of the new Methodist 
Home for Children of Greater New 
Orleans. 

The Louisiana Now! regrets this 
error in identification. 


Your United Methodist Church: 




; *1 


Y ou’ve grown up there, learned about 
God, and worshipped weekly in 
its sanctuary. You support it with your 
annual pledge because you love it and 
care about its future. But what will 
happen after your lifetime? 



$500 

$750 

$ 1,000 

$2,000 

$3,000 


perpetuate 
them with a 
bequest of 
at least: 


$ 10,000 

$15,000 

$20,000 

$40,000 

$60,000 



Memorialize your gifts with a bequest or 
beneficiary designation to your church. 




ltn rn-.i > m ETHomsT 

HQ UN DAT LON 

■ af Lt> 


8337 Jefferson Hwy. 
Baton Rouge, LA 70809 
225.346.1535 or 800.256.9317 

www.umfgiving.org 
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Mark your calendar 

2008 Louisiana 
Annual Conference 

June 1-4 

Centenary College 

Shreveport, LA 

Theme: 

'Sanctifying Grace' 


Pre-Conference Report 
now available online 

All clergy and lay members of the 
annual conference are encouraged to 
download their copy of the 2008 Pre- 
Conference Report from the Conference 
website. The website address is 
www.la-umc.org. 

If you do not have access to a com¬ 
puter and the internet, check with your 
District Office to obtain a copy. 



Peace Award / 4 



Easter Baskets / 5 
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2008 Annual Conference at Centenary 



This year's logo reflects the concept of'Sanctifying Grace' based on the scripture 
1 Thessalonians: 23-24:"May the God of himself, the God of peace, sanctify you 
through and through. May your whole spirit, soul and body be kept blameless at the 
coming of our Lord Jesus Christ." The 2008 La. Annual Conference is being held June 
1-4 in the Gold Dome at Centenary College in Shreveport. 


'Sanctifying Grace' 
this year's theme 

The 2008 session of the Louisiana 
Annual Conference will be held on the 
campus of Centenary College in 
Shreveport from June 1-4. 

“Sanctify You Through and Through” 
is the theme for this year’s event. The 
scripture for the Conference is 1 
Thessalonians: 23-24: “May the God of 
himself, the God of peace, sanctify you 
through and through. May your whole 
spirit, soul and body be kept blameless 
at the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ. 
The one whose calls you is faithful and 
he will do it.” 

The focus on Sanctifying Grace con¬ 
tinues our quadrennial theme of Grace 
from the Wesleyan Tradition. 

The Memorial and Communion 
Service will be held Sunday night at 
Asbury United Methodist Church, locat¬ 
ed at 3200 Airline Dr. in Bossier City. 
Retired Bishop J. Woodrow Heam, 
elected to the episcopacy by the South 
Central Jurisdictional Conference in July 
1984, will serve as speaker. Bishop 
Heam, bom in McIntyre, La., served a 
number of appointments in the 
Louisiana Conference, including Lake 
Charles District Superintendent, pastor 

See Annual Conference, page 3 


Special Offerings for 2008 Annual Conference to various causes 


Special offerings taken at this year’s 
Annual Conference session will be col¬ 
lected for the “Nothing but Nets” initia¬ 
tive, the Louisiana “Friendship Plaza” at 
Mt. Sequoyah, and sponsorship for our 
ordinands on a tour of the Holy Land. 

The “Nothing But Nets” offering will 
be taken Sunday night during the 
Memorial Service held at Asbury United 
Methodist Church in Bossier City. 


Those wishing to arrange for display 
areas at the June 1-4, 2008 session of the 
Louisiana Annual Conference may do so 
by contacting Rhonda Whitley at the 
Conference area offices. This year’s ses¬ 
sion will be held at Centenary College in 
Shreveport. 

Those seeking a display area should 
provide the following information as 
soon as possible: name of agency/institu¬ 
tion; name of person in charge of exhibit; 


“Nothing But Nets” is a global, grass¬ 
roots campaign to save lives by prevent¬ 
ing malaria, a leading killer of children in 
Africa. The people of The United 
Methodist Church, along with Sports 
Illustrated, NBA Cares, the United 
Nations Foundation and several other 
groups, are raising funds to purchase bed 
nets to end malaria. The Louisiana 
Annual Conference is joining the cause 


phone number; address, e-mail address; 
number of tables needed and whether or 
not there will be a need for an electrical 
outlet. 

There will be a charge of $25 for 
groups not directly related to the 
Conference or its related ministries. 

There will also be a $25 charge if a prod¬ 
uct is to be sold. 

Tables will be provided, which can be 
set up Saturday through Monday. The 


by contributing money for bed nets that 
will keep children and families safe. 
Every year, more than a million children 
die from this disease. Ninety percent of 
deaths caused by malaria occur in Africa. 
Malaria infects nearly 500 million people 
each year. By answering Jesus’ call to 
“minister to the least of these who are 
members of our family,” we can beat this 

See Offerings, page 8 

reservations is May 2 

exhibitor is required to provide any table¬ 
cloth, skirt, or other decoration for their 
individual display table. 

The deadline for space request is May 
2. Spaces are designated on a first-come, 
first-served basis. Whitley may be con¬ 
tacted by writing 527 North Blvd., Baton 
Rouge, LA 70802-5700, via e-mail at 
rkwhitley@bellsouth.net, or by phone at 
(225) 346-1646. 


Deadline for 2008 Annual Conference display area 
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ON THE JOURNEY 


Trying to Get Home 


Flying has become a headache! The 
last two times I have boarded a plane I 
have been in for an adventure I had not 
expected. On one occasion we flew all 
over north Texas, trying to avoid a line of 
thunderstorms that had settled over 
Dallas. Finally, after aborting landings in 
Oklahoma City and San Antonio we 
were rerouted to Houston - almost back 
home again! From there it was mass 
chaos as several planes full of people 
were dumped on the airport for new 
routes and plans. Kay and I finally got to 
our destination, but it wasn’t easy or fun! 

However, that all paled a week later 
when I had finally made it to Dallas on 
my way home from a Jurisdictional 
United Methodist Women’s meeting. 
After waiting out a thunderstorm or two 
the plane that was to take us on to Baton 
Rouge arrived. Shortly thereafter the 
announcement was made that “mainte¬ 
nance” was on the plane dealing with a 
“minor” problem. Several more updates 
of like nature were made in the next 
hours until finally we were told the flight 
had been canceled and we would have to 
line up at a certain desk for further plans. 
Imagine 50-60 people trying to line up 
for ONE agent to deal with rebooking 
flights! 

To shorten this frustrating saga, the 
final outcome an hour or so later was that 
I was booked on a flight for the next 
afternoon! After a little scrambling 
around I found there was a flight going 
to Alexandria later that night and I was 
able to secure the last seat on it. Of 
course, that meant I had to get from 
Alexandria to Baton Rouge somehow. 

So, I called on Ramonalynn Bethley, 
District Superintendent of the Alexandria 
District who came to my rescue. She 
and Rusty arranged to meet my plane 
and take me from the airport in 
Alexandria to Port Barre where we were 
met by Darryl Tate who relayed me on to 
Baton Rouge. 

Darryl let me out at the airport in 
Baton Rouge around 11:00 pm. I was 
hopeful that I could reclaim my luggage 
and get my car out of the garage and go 
on home. But, alas, it wasn’t that simple. 
My luggage had not come and did not 
come on the last flight in from Dallas 
that night. (Two days later the luggage 
arrived!) It was after midnight when I 
finally pulled into my garage that night. I 
had started on what was supposed to be a 


three hour trip at 
5:45 that morning! 
And all I was trying 
to do was just get 
home! 

Isn’t it amazing 
the hurdles we will 
go through just to 
get home! I guess I 
could have stayed 
overnight in the Dallas airport and gone 
home the next afternoon, but I wanted to 
get home that day! And I did everything 
I knew to do to make that happen. Home 
is that special place that provides for us 
security, peace and comfort, and we want 
to be there at whatever cost. 

I have likened all this in my theologi¬ 
cal thought to our struggle to get to our 
eternal Home at whatever cost. Saint 
Augustine taught us that “God has creat¬ 
ed us for Himself and our hearts are rest¬ 
less until they find their rest in Him.” 
That means that we are always on a jour¬ 
ney Home and our hearts are leading us 
to complete that journey. We hold out our 
pleading hands to our creator God and 
ask to be brought Home some day. 

Charles Albert Tinley wrote a very 
special hymn that says this so beautifully. 
The chorus of “Beams of Heaven” states, 
“I do not know how long ‘twill be, or 
what the future holds for me; but this I 
know, if Jesus leads me I shall get home 
some day.” 

Oh, I pray for Jesus to lead me Home! 
And if I have to fly around all over 
God’s heaven in order to get there I am 
willing to do so. If I have to take a 
delayed flight in order to get there, I’m 
happy to be delayed. If I have to call on 
help to relay me from one destination to 
another until I finally reach that heavenly 
abode, then Til do the relay. Whatever it 
takes Lord, show me the way to your 
precious side. Our journey here below is 
but a passing through on our way to that 
place called Home. Precious Lord, take 
my hand and lead me Home. 

In Christ’s love, 


Bill Hutchinson 

fall 



Bishop William W. 
Hutchinson 



PRE-CONFERENCE 

Training Sessions 

Acadiana 

Sunday, May 4 
Monday, May 5 

3:00 pm 
6:30 pm 

1st UMC, Lafayette 

Pharr Chapel, Morgan City 

Alexandria 

Tuesday, May 6 

6:30pm 

1st UMC, Pineville 

Baton Rouge 

Sunday, May 18 

4:00pm 

1st UMC, Baton Rouge 

Lake Charles 

Tuesday, May 6 

7:00pm 

St. Luke Simpson 

Monroe 

Monday, May 12 

6:30pm 

McGuire UMC, West Monroe 

New Orleans 

Sunday, May 4 

3:00pm 

St.Timothy UMC 

Shreveport 

Monday, May 12 

6:00pm 

Asbury UMC, Bossier 


Hearn to preach memorial service 


Bishop J. Woodrow Hearn, retired 
Bishop of The United Methodist Church, is 
serving as keynote speaker for the 
Memorial/Communion Service, slated for 
Sunday, June 1 at Asbury United Methodist 
Church in Bossier City. 

Hearn was bom in McIntyre, Louisiana, 
and received an A.B. degree from 
Louisiana Tech University. He then attend¬ 
ed Boston University School of Theology 
from which he has an M.S.T. and a Th. D. 
in Social Ethics. Heam also did graduate 
studies in New Testament at Harvard 
Divinity School. 

Heam was ordained deacon by Bishop 
John Wesley Lord and elder by Bishop 
Paul E. Martin. He joined the Louisiana 
Annual Conference as a Probationary 
Member and had the following appoint¬ 
ments: Davidson Memorial UMC, 


Lafayette (1956-60); Associate Minister at 
First UMC, Shreveport (1960-64); Elysian 
Fields UMC, New Orleans (1964-66); 
Executive Director, Fort Worth Council of 
Churches (1966-69); Conference Council 
Director (1969-73); District 
Superintendent, Lake Charles District 
(1973-74); and First UMC, Baton Rouge 
(1975-84). Dr. Heam was also Secretary of 
the Louisiana Annual Conference. 

Bishop Heam served on the General 
Council on Ministries for two quadrennials 
(1976-84) and on the General Board of 
Global Ministries, 1984-1992. 

Heam was elected to the episcopacy by 
the South Central Jurisdictional Conference 
in July 1984. He was assigned to the 
Nebraska Area for 1984-1992. In 1992, he 
was assigned to the Houston Area, where 
he served until his retirement in 2000. 


Louisiana Conference i MtJWl 


William W. Hutchinson Resident Bishop 

Don Cottrill Provost 

Betty Backstrom Editor 

Louisiana Conference NOW! is the newspaper of the Louisiana Annual Conference of 
The United Methodist Church and is published twice a month. 

Subscriptions are $20 for one year, $30 for two years. 

(Please make checks payable to Louisiana Annual Conference.) 

Send subscriptions, news and information to: 

Editor 

527 North Boulevard 
Baton Rouge, LA 70802 
E-mail: lanow@bellsouth.net 
(888) 239-5286 ext. 227 
(225) 346-1646, (225) 383-2652 fax 

You can find the Louisiana Annual Conference on the Internet at 
http://www.la-umc.org 
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AGENDA 

ANNUAL CONFERENCE 2008 

"Sanctifyyou through and through." 

(os of4/02/07 not inclusive) 


Sunday, June 1 


1:00 p.m. - 6:00 p.m. 

Registration @ Centenary 
College for those staying on 
campus @ the Student 

Union 

2:00 p.m. - 6:30 p.m. 

Pictorial Directory at Asbury 
UMC 

5:00 p.m. - 6:45 p.m. 

Registration @ Asbury UMC 

5:30 p.m. 

Centenary Celebration 

Dinner 

7:00 p.m. 

Pre-Service Music 

7:30 p.m. 

Memorial/ Communion 
Service @ Asbury UMC 
Bishop J. Woodrow Hearn, 
Preaching 

Monday, June 2 

6:45 a.m. 

Morning Prayer @ 
Amphitheater 
(SPONSORED BY UMM) 

8:00 a.m. - 5:00 p.m. 

Registration at Gold Dome 
Continues 

8:00 a.m. -10:00 a.m. 

Committee Meetings 
(See listing for location of 
Boards & Committee) 

8:00 a.m. - 9:30 a.m. 

New Member Orientation for 
Lay & Clergy in the Chapel at 
Centenary College 

10:00 a.m. 

Clergy Session - Brown's 
Chapel 

Laity Session - Gold Dome 

12:00 Noon 

Lunch Break 

1:15 p.m. 

Gathering Music - Gold 

Dome 

1:30 p.m. 

Processional - Consecrating 
the Space - Gold Dome 

1:45 p.m. 

The Convening of the 38th 
Session 

Prayer 

Welcome 

Greetings from Dignitaries 
Roll Call 

Motions/Rules of Order for 
Conference Session 

Adoption of Agenda 
Introduction ofTheme 

2:15 p.m. 

The Episcopal Address 

Bishop William W. 

Hutchinson 

3:15 p.m. 

Report of the Episcopacy 
Committee 

3:35 p.m. 

Break 

3:50 p.m. 

CFA #1 

Report of the Statistician 

4:10 p.m. 

Nominations Report #1 
Petitions/Resolutions #1 
Equitable Compensation 
Report 

Report of the Publishing 
House 

Report of the Wesley Center 
Board ofTrustees 

Report from LA UM 
Foundation 

UMPACT #1 

5:15 pm 

Announcements 

5:30 p.m. 

Dinner Break 

7:00 p.m. 

Worship Service - Gold 

Dome 

"Ken Medema" 

Tuesday, June 3 

6:45 a.m. 

Morning Prayer @ 
Amphitheater 
(Sponsored by UMM) 

7:00 a.m. 

Laity Breakfast @ Centenary 
Cafeteria 

8:00 a.m. - 5:00 p.m. 

Late Registration at Gold 
Dome 

8:15 a.m. 

Gathering Music 

8:30 a.m. 

Bible Study - Rev. Grace 
Imathiu 


9:30 a.m. 

Break 

9:45 a.m. 

Business Session 

Prayer 

Report of the Committee on 
the Journal 

9:50 a.m. 

Conference Lay Leader 
General Conference Report 

10:30 a.m. 

Board of Ordained Ministry & 
Retirees 

11:50 a.m. 

Announcements 

12:00- 1:00 p.m. 

Lunch Break 

Retirees Luncheon @ Noel 
UMC 

1:30 p.m. 

Gathering Music - Gold 

Dome 

1:45 p.m. 

Business Session 

Prayer 

Report of the Children's 

Home 

2:00 p.m. 

Board of Ordained Ministry 
Ordained, Commissioning 
and License to Preach 

3:30 p.m. 

Break 

3:45 p.m. 

Business Session 

Lydia Patterson Institute 
Board of Global Ministries 
Advance 

Red Bird Mission 

2009 Annual Conference 
Conference Board ofTrustees 
UMPACT/Safe Sancturaries #2 

5:15 p.m. 

Greetings 

Announcements 

5:30 p.m. 

Dinners 

7:00 p.m. 

Pre-Service Music - 1 st UMC, 
Shreveport 

7:30 p.m. 

Ordination Service - 1st UMC 
Shreveport 

Bishop William W. 

Hutchinson, Preaching 


Wednesday, June 4 


6:45 a.m. 

Morning Prayer @ 
Amphitheater 
(Sponsored by UMM) 

8:15 a.m. 

Gathering Music 

8:30 a.m. 

Bible Study - Rev. Grace 
Imathiu 

9:30 a.m. 

Break 

9:45 a.m. 

Business Session 

Prayer 

Report of the Committee on 
the Journal 

Nominations Report #2 

CFA #2 

Board of Pensions 
Petitions/Resolutions #2 
Spiritual Academy- 
Recognition of Spiritual 
Directors 

11:00 a.m. 

CMT 

Africa University 

Wesley Foundation 

Igniting Ministry 

12:00 Noon 

Lunch Break 

Awards Luncheon 

1:15 p.m. 

Gathering Music 

1:30 p.m. 

Business Session 

Prayer 

Disaster Response 

Mission Zone 

Safe Sanctuaries 

2:30 p.m. 

The Fixing of Appointments 

2:40 p.m. 

Invitation to 2009 Session of 
Annual Conference 

2:45 p.m. 

Service of Sending Forth and 
Deconsecrating of Space 

3:00 p.m. 

Departure 

3:30 p.m. 

Organizing of Conference 
Boards & Agencies 


Attention 

First Time Members of Conference Lay and Clergy 

There will be a training session for those who are first time 
members of the Conference (both lay and clergy) 
held in the Chapel on the Centenary campus 
Monday morning from 8:00-9:30 a.m. 


Annual Conference, from page i 
of First UMC in Baton Rouge, and 
Secretary of the Conference. 

Ken Medema, music leader for the 2008 
session of conference, will perform a con¬ 
cert on Monday night during a worship 
service in the Gold Dome on Centenary’s 
campus. Medema, a nationally popular 
musician, lives in the San Francisco Bay 
area of California. He has performed for 
many denominational youth gatherings, on 
globally televised religious programs and 
other annual assemblies of national organi¬ 
zations. 

The Service of Ordination and 
Commissioning will be held Tuesday night 
at First UMC in Shreveport, with Bishop 
William W. Hutchinson as keynote speaker. 
Hutchinson, who has served the Louisiana 
Annual Conference as its Episcopal leader 
for eight years, is moving to Las Cruces, 
New Mexico, with his wife Kay. 
Hutchinson will serve as the Episcopal 
Director of the Foundation for Evangelism 
with The United Methodist Church. 

Registration will be available at the site 
of our first worship service, Asbury UMC, 
on Sunday evening from 5-6:45 p.m. 
Additional opportunities for registration 
will be at the Gold Dome starting each day 
at 8 a.m. 

First time delegates, lay and clergy, will 
participate in an orientation session to be 
held at 8 a.m. on Monday morning in 
Brown chapel. 

The clergy and laity sessions will be 
held on Monday morning from 10 a.m.-12 
noon prior to the “official” opening of 
Conference session. The clergy session will 
be held in Brown’s Chapel and the laity 
session will be held in the Gold Dome. 

Votes will be taken on two Conference¬ 
wide proposals. Members will decide 
whether or not to establish United 
Methodist Property and Casualty Trust pro¬ 
gram as the Conference- wide insurance 
carrier for all churches and ministries of the 
Louisiana Annual Conference. Members 
will also vote on making it mandatory for 
conference churches and ministries to adopt 
Safe Sanctuaries guidelines to guarantee the 
safety of our children and youth involved in 
church programs and ministries. 

Pictures will be made during the session 
for a new Conference Directory. All clergy 
and lay members are strongly encouraged 


to have pictures made for this directory. 
Opportunities to take a picture will be 
offered on Sunday at Asbury UMC in 
Bossier City and Monday through Friday of 
Conference in the Smith Building on 
Centenary’s campus. 

Petitions may be presented to the Annual 
Conference session for consideration by the 
Conference members. Petitions must be 
sent to the Petitions Committee no later 
than seven days prior to the beginning of 
Conference, which is May 25, 2008. 

A brief report will be made by Louisiana 
Conference delegates to General 
Conference, slated for April 23-May 2 in 
Fort Worth, Tex. They will give highlights 
on the action of the Conference and the 
implications for United Methodists in 
Louisiana. 

Information will be shared regarding our 
Conference’s participation in a building 
campaign for Africa University. A delega¬ 
tion from Louisiana recently went as 
ambassadors to the university, and will out¬ 
line a plan to erect a badly needed dorm at 
Africa University. 

Special offerings will be collected at the 
Conference session. The offering from 
Sunday night’s Memorial/Communion 
service will be given for the “Nothing but 
Nets” initiative. Funds collected will be 
used to purchase treated mosquito bed nets 
to protect people from contacting malaria. 
The cost of each net (including delivery) is 
$10. Our Conference goal is to raise $1 per 
member or $124,000 (12,400 nets). The 
offering taken at Monday night’s concert 
will be for the Louisiana Friendship Plaza 
at Mt. Sequoyah, Ark. The Plaza is the 
Conference’s way of visibly showing our 
appreciation to the conferences in our South 
Central Jurisdiction for their assistance in 
our recovery from Hurricanes Rita and 
Katrina. The Tuesday night offering will be 
used to provide Conference ordinands with 
an opportunity to tour the Holy Land. 

Rev. Grace Imathiu, pastor of Brown 
Deer UMC near Milwaukee, will serve as 
Bible Study leader for this year’s annual 
conference. Imathiu was bom in Kenya and 
raised in the city of Nairobi. She is ordained 
in the Methodist Church of Kenya and has 
served congregations there and in 
Washington, Ohio, Tennessee and 
Wisconsin. 


Reaching Every Man 

April 25-26 

The Wesley Center - Woodworth, La. 

Presented by 

Man in the Mirror and La. United Methodist Men 

For more information and to register call (225) 931-7573 or email 
blbabin@bellsouth.net 
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Sister Helen Prejean was presented the 2008 World Methodist Peace Award during a special ceremony held April 2 
at Rayne Memorial United Methodist Church in New Orleans.The award, given through the World Methodist 
Council, is presented annually to individuals or groups who have contributed significantly to peace, justice and rec¬ 
onciliation. Pictured with Prejean are, left to right. Rev. John Barrett, president of the World Methodist Council; 
Bishop William W. Hutchinson; and Rev. George Freeman, the council's chief executive. 



Sister Helen Prejean receives 2008 Methodist Peace Award 


By Betty Backstrom 

United Methodists “stood by my side at 
the very beginning” said Sister Helen 
Prejean as she received the 2008 World 
Methodist Peace Award on April 2 in New 
Orleans. 

Prejean, the Catholic nun who has 
become an international spokesperson 
against the death penalty, was presented the 
award by The Rev. John Barrett, president 
of the World Methodist Council and an 
ordained member of the British Methodist 
Church. 

Prejean is the author of Dead Man 
Walking: an Eyewitness Account of the 
Death Penalty in the United States, a book 
detailing her relationship with Patrick 
Sonnier, a convicted killer of two teenagers 
who was executed in 1984. 

Serving as Sonnier’s spiritual advisor, 
Prejean was present at his execution in 
Louisiana. “I had never witnessed another 
person being killed. I came out of the room 
vomiting. It was then that a mission was 
bom. I realized that most people were 
never going to see something like this, so 
the book was written to bear eyewitness,” 
she said. 

Prejean spoke of early days when she 
and others publicly opposed the death 
penalty. There were marches from New 
Orleans to Baton Rouge, La., and from 
Baton Rouge to Angola Prison in 


Louisiana. “A young Methodist pastor 
named Tim Lawson was very involved 
with us during the early ‘80’s,” said 
Prejean. 

Serving at the time as chairperson of the 
Louisiana Conference Board of Church and 
Society, Lawson was concerned about the 
death penalty even before he met Prejean. 
“In 1983, Robert Wayne Williams was the 
first person executed in Louisiana after the 
Supreme Court lifted a ban on capital pun¬ 
ishment. Although I never met Williams, I 
just tried to agitate on his behalf for a stay 
of execution,” said Lawson, who was 
delighted to hear that Prejean received the 
award. “I can’t think of a better choice.” 

Before presenting Prejean with the 
award, Rev. Barrett read from the Gospel 
of Luke, chapter 6, reminding the audience 
of Christ’s command that His followers 
should love their enemies. “Peace is so 
much more than the absence of war. It is 
about tmly living in love. Sister Prejean is 
doing that by working to bring reconcilia¬ 
tion between individuals and the society 
from which they have become alienated.” 

Dead Man Walking, nominated for a 
Pulitzer Prize in 1993, was on the The New 
York Times Best Seller list for 31 weeks. 
The book also became an international best 
seller and has been translated into 10 lan¬ 
guages. 

In 1995, the book was made into a 


movie starring Susan Sarandon and Sean 
Penn. Sarandon won an Academy Award 
for her portrayal of Prejean. 

The Rev. George Freeman, the council’s 
chief executive, cited Prejean’s “commit¬ 
ment to abolishing the death penalty in the 
United States, her ministry to inmates and 
their families, as well as her ministry to the 
families of victims” as the key factors in 
presenting her with 2008 award. 

The World Methodist Peace Award is 
presented annually to individuals or groups 
who have contributed significantly to 
peace, justice and reconciliation. Among 
the criteria for the award are courage, cre¬ 
ativity and consistency. 

Prejean, 68, joined the Sisters of St. 
Joseph of Medaille in 1957 and served as a 
teacher and religious education director in 
New Orleans. 

In 1981, after dedicating her life to the 
poor and beginning a prison ministry, she 
began corresponding with Sonnier. 

Her second book, The Death of 
Innocents: An Eyewitness Account of 
Wrongful Executions, was published in 
2004. It focuses on two men, Dobie Gillis 
Williams and Joseph O’Dell, whom she 
accompanied to their executions, and 
examines the evidence and the death penal¬ 
ty system. She believed both men were 
innocent. 

Prejean continues to educate the public 


about capital punishment. She founded 
Survive, a victims advocacy group in New 
Orleans, and continues to counsel inmates 
on death row, as well as the families of 
murder victims. 

She is a member and former chairperson 
of the National Coalition to Abolish the 
Death Penalty and currently is the honorary 
chairperson of Moratorium Campaign, a 
group gathering signatures for a worldwide 
moratorium on the death penalty. In 2000, 
she joined Paul Hoffman, board member of 
Amnesty International, and Mario 
Marizziti, representative of The St. Egidio 
Community in Rome, in presenting U.N. 
Secretary-General Kofi Annan with 2.5 
million signatures calling for a moratorium 
on the death penalty. Both the St. Egidio 
Community and Annan are past recipients 
of the peace award. 

The 2007 recipient of the World 
Methodist Peace Award, the Rev. Harold 
Good was honored for his role in working 
for stability and peace in Northern Ireland. 
Other past winners include former South 
Africa President Nelson Mandela, former 
U.S. President Jimmy Carter, Habitat for 
Humanity and Boris Trajkovski, former 
Macedonian leader. 

The World Methodist Council is a com¬ 
munion of 74 member churches in more 
than 132 countries reaching nearly 75 mil¬ 
lion people worldwide. 


Ken Medema to serve as music director for the 2008 LA. UMC Annual Conference 


Ken Medema will serve as the Music 
Director for the 2008 La. Annual 
Conference at Centenary College in 
Shreveport. Medema has been doing musi¬ 
cal events for over 30. From his birth in 
1942, he has been unable to see with 
“physical” eyes. Medema describes his 
sight as limited to distinguishing between 
light and darkness and seeing fuzzy out¬ 
lines of major objects. 

Describing music as his “second lan- 


guge,” Medema began receiving formal 
piano training at the age of eight. “My 
wonderful teacher taught me the classics 
with Braille music, and taught me to play 
by ear,” he said. 

Medema studied music therapy at 
Michigan State University, receiving a 
master’s degree in 1969. He worked for 
four years as a music therapist at Essex 
County Hospital in New Jersey, during 
which time he began writing and perform¬ 


ing his own songs. 

He became a performing and recording 
artist, founding Brier Patch Music in 1985. 

Brier Patch is an independent recording, 
publishing, and performance-booking com¬ 
pany with headquarters in Grandville, 
Michigan. Brier Patch is named after Brer 
Rabbit’s home in the legendary Uncle 
Remus stories. Brer Rabbit lived in a place 
not comfortable for anyone else, and we 
decided to follow him there. Brier Patch 


creates musical expressions that celebrate 
all aspects of the human experience, with 
an emphasis on spirituality and such uni¬ 
versal concerns as peace, justice, and the 
environment. 

Today Ken performs in a wide variety 
of venues, from local congregations to 
charity fund-raisers, to high school and uni¬ 
versity campuses, to globally televised reli¬ 
gious programs. 
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Directory of Conference Boards & Agencies 

Monday, June 1 

Council on Finance & Administration (CFA) 

8:00 - 9:00 

Jackson Hall - Room 105 

Board of Church and Society 

8:00 - 9:30 

Jackson Hall - Room 107 

Board of Discipleship 

8:00 - 9:45 

Jackson Hall - Room 110 

Board of Global Ministries 

8:30-10:00 

Jackson Hall - Room 304 

Commission on Equitable Compensation 

9:00-10:00 

Jackson Hall - Room 203 

Board ofTrustees 

8:30- 9:30 

Jackson Hall - Room 302 

Church Extension Team 

9:00-10:00 

Jackson Hall - Room 106 

Board of Pension 

9:00-10:00 

Jackson Hall - Room 113 

Board of Higher Education & Campus Ministries 

8:30- 9:30 

Jackson Hall - Room 111 

Commission on the Status & Role of Woman 

9:00-10:00 

Jackson Hall - Room 104 

Commission on Religion & Race 

8:30 - 9:30 

Fitness Center - Room B19 

Board of Ordained Ministry 

8:00-10:00 

Smith Building - Kilpatrick 
Auditorium 

Committee on Christian Unity 

8:30 - 9:30 

Smith Building - Room 107 

Commission on Archives & History 

9:00-10:00 

Smith Building - Room 108 


Annual Conference Meal Schedule 

MONDAY, JUNE 2,2008 


11:30 a.m. 

Clergy-Spouse & Surviving Spouses 

Broadmoor UMC 

12:00 noon 

St. Paul Alumni Lunch 

Don's Seafood 

12:00 noon 

Order of Saint Luke (OSL) 

Broadmoor UMC - Room 200 

12:15 p.m. 

Special Appt to Extent. Ministers 

Centenary College - Whited Room 

5:30 p.m. 

Local Chapter of Associated Members 



and Local Pastors 

Broadmoor UMC 

5:45 p.m. 

Board of Ordained Ministry 

St. Luke's UMC 

TUESDAY, JUNE 3,2008 


7:00 a.m. 

Laity Breakfast 

Centenary Cafeteria 

7:00 a.m. 

Order of Deacons Breakfast 

1 st UMC, Shreveport - Couch Parlor 

12:00 noon 

W.T. Handy Luncheon 

Faith UMC, Shreveport 

12:00 noon 

Retired Ministers Luncheon 

Noel UMC, Shreveport 

12:00 noon 

COS ROW 

Centenary College - South Dining Hall 

12:00 noon 

United Methodist Men Luncheon 

Centenary Cafeteria - Centenary Room 

5:15 p.m. 

Centenary Alumni Reception 

Office of Alumni Relations - 



2910 Centenary Blvd 

5:30 p.m. 

lliff Alumni Dinner 

Centenary Cafeteria - Centenary Room 

5:30 p.m. 

Garrett-Evangelical Theological 



Alumni Dinner 

Monjuni's 

5:30 p.m. 

Duke Alumni Dinner 

FUMC, Shreveport 

9:00 p.m. 

Reception-Ordinands and Retirees 

Municipal Building 

WEDNESDAY, JUNE 4,2008 


7:00 a.m. 

Fourth Day Community 

Broadmoor UMC 

12:00 Noon 

Award's Luncheon 

Centenary College - Whited Room 


May 25th deadline set by 
Petition Committee 

Any member of The United Methodist 
Church, or any organization in the Church, 
is eligible to petition the Annual 
Conference. 

Those who wish may send petitions to 
present to the Louisiana Conference to the 
chairperson of the Committee on Petitions, 
Rev. John Deschner, 1013 Linwood Ave., 
Metairie, LA, 70003, by no later than May 
25, 2008. 

Conference Rules 

Article I: General Rules for the 
Conference 

G. Committee on Petitions 

Any Petitions, proposed by an individ¬ 
ual member or a duly elected body of the 
local church or a district, shall first be pre¬ 
sented to the Committee on Petitions, no 
later than seven (7) days prior to the open¬ 
ing session of the Annual Conference. The 
committee shall meet to review all peti¬ 
tions to it and assign them to the proper 
body when it meets on the opening day of 
the Annual Conference. Each body to 
which a petition is thus assigned shall 
make recommendation for concurrence or 
non-concurrence therewith when it makes 
its report to the Conference. 


Media Deadline 

The deadline for getting all 
media or other information 
to be presented on the 
screens during the 2008 La. 
Annual Conference must be 
sent to: Steve Murphy, Media 
Director,Trinity UMC, 1000 
West Woodward Ave., 

Ruston, LA 71270, by May 15, 
2008. 


Conference clergy and 
laity pictures to be taken 

Olan Mills Photography will be taking 
pictures of all clergy and lay members of 
the Annual Conference during the 2008 
Conference session in Shreveport. All 
those attending the session are strongly 
encouraged to have their picture taken for 
the new pictorial Conference Directory. 

Photographers will be present at Asbury 
United Methodist Church on Sunday, June 
1 from 2-6:30 p.m. They will also be set 
up in the Smith Building on Centenary’s 
campus on Monday and Tuesday from 8 
a.m.-5 p.m., then on Wednesday from 8 
a.m.-4 p.m. 



Amite High students donate Easter Baskets 


On Wednesday, March 19, the Junior 
and Senior members of the Amite High 
School Beta Club delivered Easter baskets 
to the Methodist Home for Children of the 
Greater New Orleans Area. Each member 
of the club donated an Easter basket, some 
self-designed, some custom-made and 
some purchased. Since there are only 7 
residents in the Children’s Home at this 
time, most of the baskets were distributed 
to children in the foster care program in the 


greater New Orleans area. Administrators 
at the facility accepted the baskets with joy 
and gratitude. They said, “Since we’ve 
moved to the northshore, everybody has 
been SO nice!” The Beta club plans to 
make this service project a tradition. Each 
student, especially the junior and seniors 
who delivered the baskets, felt a sense of 
pride for giving a part of themselves to 
children who were truly grateful. 
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Summer Camp!! 

Are you looking for activities for your kids this summer that are fun, spiritual, 
and yes even educational? Then contact your local camp today to find out 
more on this wonderful Christian opportunity.The websites below have dates, 
times, and costs of camps. Sign up early not only to reserve your spot, but also 
to not miss out on some camps offering discounts for early registration. 

In addition to a great Christian based curriculum our camps offer high and low 
ropes courses, climbing walls, hiking trails, swimming, canoeing, water sports 
and so much more! See the websites below for specifics about your area 
camp. 


Staff Needed!! Would you like the opportunity to mold young lives and help 
them understand the love of our Lord, Jesus Christ? Our Camps are now taking 
applications for summer staff. Go to the website for information on Summer 
jobs and applications. 



Caney Camp 
w ww.ca n ey ca mp.com 
(318)377 6756 
Minden, La 


Camp Istrouma 
www.campistrouma.com 
(225) 261 2089 
Baton Rouge, La 


Camp Uskichitto 
www.campurc.com 
(337) 738 4218 
Lake Charles, La 


New Boards/Commissions/ 

Committees Organizational Meetings 

Wednesday, June 4 at 3:30 p.m. 


Board of Church & Society 

Board of Discipleship 

Board of Global Ministries 

Jackson Hall, Room 107 
Jackson Hall, Room 110 
Brown Chapel 

Board of Higher Education & 

Campus Ministry 

Jackson Hall, Room 111 

Board of Ordained Ministry 

Smith Building, 

Auditorium 

Board of Pensions 

Jackson Hall, Room 113 

Board ofTrustees 

Jackson Hall, Room 302 

Commission on Archives & History 

Smith Building, 

Room 108 

Commission on Christian Unity & 
Interreligious Concerns 

Fitness Center, B06B 

Commission on Equitable Compensation 

Jackson Hall, Room 203 

Commission on Religion & Race 

Smith Building, 

Room 203 

Commission on the Status & 

Role of Women 

Jackson Hall, Room 104 

Committee on Administrative Review 

Fitness Center, B15 

Committee on Courtesies 

Smith Building, 

Room 107 

Committee on Credentials 

Fitness Center, B19 

Committee on Episcopacy 

Mickle Hall, Room 103 

Committee on Investigation 

Committee on Investigation for 

Mickle Hall, Room 110 

Diaconal Ministry 

Jackson Hall, Room 304 

Committee on the Journal 

Mickle Hall, Room 114 

Mission Finance Committee 

Smith Building, 

Room 202 

Committee on Petitions 

Mickle Hall, Room 209 

Committee on Rules 

Mickle Hall, Room 217 

Joint Committee on Disability 

Gold Dome, Room 6 

Church Extension Team 

Jackson Hall, Room 106 

Council on Finance & Administration 

Jackson Hall, Room 105 


Childcare for the 2008 Louisiana Annual Conference 

One form needs to be completed for each child or infant. All child/infant care must be registered to provide appropriate 
staffing. Registrations must be received by May 29,2008. 

Name of child or infant_ 

Age_Birthday_Last year of school completed_ 

Allergies_ 

Medications_ 

Does the child have any activity limitations_ 


Name of parent(s) attending annual conference_ 

Cell phone number of parent(s) attending annual conference_ 

Emergency contact number (provide a name and number for someone not in attendance at annual conference) 


Please indicate the days and times that you will need care for this child or infant. 

_Sunday evening. Memorial service, Asbury UMC 

_Monday evening. Gold Dome, Centenary College (child care will be at Broadmoor UMC) 

_Tuesday evening. Ordination service, FUMC-Shreveport 

_Monday child care during the day FUMC Shreveport 

_Tuesday child care during the day FUMC Shreveport 

_Wednesday child care during the day FUMC Shreveport 

Return completed form to: Rev. Dawn B. Young, 2532 Tilman Drive, Bossier City, LA 71111 


Imathiu to lead 
Conference Bible Study 

Rev. Grace Imathiu, pastor of Brown 
Deer United Methodist Church near 
Milwaukee, will serve as Bible Study 
Leader for the 2008 La. Annual 
Conference. Imathiu was bom in Kenya 
and raised in the city of Nairobi. She is 
ordained in the Methodist Church of 
Kenya and has served congregations there 
and in Washington, Ohio, Tennessee and 
Wisconsin. She has preached and taught 
around the world, from Germany to 
Malaysia and from England to Brazil. 

An anthology of her sermons, Words of 
Fire, Spirit of Grace, has been published. 
Imathiu was a featured preacher at the 
2004 Festival of Homiletics. 


Istrouma Camp counselors 
wanted 

Paid counselor positions still 
available for those 18 years or older 
who love working with children! 
Download applications at 
www.campistrouma.com and send to 
programdirector@campistrouma.com 
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2008 Annual Conference Meals 


Editor's Note: The times for conference meats have been provided below. If the time is not 
mentioned, the event begins at noon. 


Extension Ministry luncheon slated June 2 


The Extension Ministry luncheon will 
be held Monday, June 2 in the Whited 
Room at Centenary College starting at 
12:15 p.m. 

Bishop William W. Hutchinson will 
serve as guest speaker. 


Cost of the event is $10. 

To obtain a ticket, send your name and a 
check for $10 made out to ”La. Conference 
of UMC" to Shreveport District Office, 
Attn: Joyce, R O. Box 41188, Shreveport, 
LA 71134. 


Order of St. Luke luncheon set June 2 


The Order of St. Luke will hold a Tickets are not needed, but please call 

luncheon on Monday, June 2 at Broadmoor or email Rev. Monica Monk to reserve a 
United Methodist Church in Shreveport in place. She may be reached at (504) 228- 
Room 200. 3426 or revmonk@hotmail.com 


St. Paul alumni luncheon scheduled for June 2 


The St. Paul School of Theology alumni 
will meet for lunch Monday, June 2 at 
Don's Seafood in Shreveport. 

A representative from St. Paul School of 
Theology will serve as keynote speaker for 
the event. 


Cost is $17. 

Contact Rev. Shannon DeLaureal to 
make your reservation by calling (225) 
344-0343 or emailing shannon@universi- 
tymethodist.org 


Board of Ordained Ministry dinner slated June 2 

The Conference Board of Ordained The event is open to CBOM members, 

Ministry dinner will be held Monday, June the Cabinet and candidates for ordained 
2 at St. Luke's United Methodist Church in ministry (seminary in process.) 

Shreveport starting at 5:45 p.m. 


Clergy Spouse luncheon set for June 2 


The Clergy Spouse/Surviving Spouse 
luncheon will be held Monday, June 2 at 
Broadmoor UMC in Shreveport from 
11:30 a.m.-l p.m. 

Cost of the luncheon is $15. 
Registration forms and checks should 


be sent to the Baton Rouge District office 
at 2644 South Sherwood Lorest Blvd, Suite 
# 104, Baton Rouge, LA 70816. 
Registration forms will be mailed out at the 
first of April. 


Centenary alumni plan reception for June 2 


A reception for Centenary alumni will 
be held Monday, June 2 at the Office of 
Alumni Relations, 2910 Centenary Blvd., 
from 5:15-6:45 p.m. 


Reservations are needed and may be 
obtained by visiting www.connect.cente¬ 
nary, edu prior to the event. 


W.T. Handy luncheon 


The W. T. Handy luncheon will be held 
Tuesday, June 3 at Laith United Methodist 
Church in Shreveport. The event is spon¬ 
sored by the Office of Multicultural 
Ministries. 

Stephen and Ruth Handy will be 


planned for June 3 

keynote speakers for the event. 

Cost of the ticket is $12, and they may 
be obtained from the Office of 
Multicultural Ministries, members of the 
W. T. Handy Task Force and members of 
the SBCLA Task Force. 


UM Men luncheon scheduled for June 3 


The La. Conference United Methodist 
Men will host their annual luncheon on 
Tuesday, June 3 in the Centenary Cafeteria 
in the Centenary Room. 


Tickets can be obtained by contacting 
Joe Kelley at (225) 721-0423 or joekel- 
ley@bsf.net 


COSROW luncheon to be held June 3 


The annual luncheon for the 
Commission on the Status and Role of 
Women (COSROW) will be held Tuesday, 

Clergy retirees plan 

All clergy retirees are invited to attend a 
luncheon to be held Tuesday, June 3 at 
Noel United Methodist Church in 
Shreveport. 

Rev. Willis Dear will serve as guest 


June 3 in the South Dining Hall at 
Centenary College. 

The cost of the luncheon is $10. 

luncheon for June 3 

speaker. 

For more information about reserva¬ 
tions, contact Rev. Doug Ezell at (337) 
582-7191 or email ezelldoug@aol.com 


Garrett Seminary dinner to be held June 3 

Garrett-Evangelical Theological and pay for your spot, contact Heather 

Seminary's alumni dinner will be held at Leyland at (337) 499-7197 or email hhaus- 
5:30 p.m. Tuesday, June 3 at 5:30 p.m. sler@yahoo.com 

For more information on how to reserve 


Miff alumni reception slated for June 3 


Iliff School of Theology alumni are 
invited to a reception on Tuesday, June 3 in 
the Centenary Cafeteria in the Centenary 
Room from 5:30-7 p.m. 

Dr. David Tricket will serve as guest 
presenter for the event. 


Reservations are required, and there will 
be a minimum cost to attend. Students 
attend free with a reservation. To make 
reservations, contact Gretchen at (800) 
678-3360, ext. 111. 


Local Pastors dinner slated for June 2 Duke alumni dinner to be held June 3 


The Fellowship of Local Pastors will 
share a meal Monday, June 2 at Broadmoor 
United Methodist Church in Shreveport at 
5:30 p.m. 

The event will feature the election of 
officers, and a representative from the 


The Order of Deacons will hold a 
breakfast Tuesday, June 3 in the Couch 
Parlor of First United Methodist Church 
beginning at 7 a.m. 

Laity breakfast set 

The Conference Board of Laity will 
host its annual breakfast on Tuesday, June 
3 at the Centenary Cafeteria at 7 a.m. 

Rev. Katie McKay, associate pastor for 
Asbury UMC in Bossier, will serve as 


Conference Board of Ordained Ministry 
will speak. 

Cost of the meal is $12. 

Reservations must be made by contact¬ 
ing Judy Bazer. Guests will pay at the door. 


Cost of the tickets are $7. 

Reservations can be made by contacting 
Rev. Pam Crews at pcrews@fumcshreve- 
port.org. 

for June 3 

keynote speaker. 

Cost of the meal is $12. 

Tickets may be obtained from District 
Lay Leaders. 


The Duke Alumni dinner is scheduled 
for Tuesday, June 3 at 5:30 p.m., just prior 
to the Ordination Service. The event will 
be held at First United Methodist Church 
in Shreveport. 

Cursillo breakfast 

All Fourth Day Community lay and 
clergy delegates are invited to the Fourth 
Day Breakfast at Annual Conference on 
Wednesday, June in the gymnasium at 
Broadmoor UMC in Shreveport. 

The event, which starts at 7 a.m., is free 


The Annual Awards Luncheon will be 
held Wednesday, June 4 at the Centenary 
College Whited Dining Room. 

Cost of the luncheon is $12. 


Cost of the meal is $15. 

Tickets may be obtained from Rev. 
Joseph Awotwi, (225) 344-3677 or (225) 
241-0326. 


slated June 4 

of charge. 

Those who have participated in 
Cursillo, Emmaus, Happening, Chrysalis, 
Epiphany, Kairos and Kairos Outside are 
invited to attend 


To secure tickets, contact Carolyn Dove 
at (318) 590-2989 or email catdove@hugh- 
es.net 


Order of Deacons breakfast slated for June 3 


Awards Luncheon scheduled for June 4 
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Offerings, from page 1 

disease and save future generations. Our 
goal for the Louisiana Conference is 
$124,000 ($1 per person), or 12,400 nets. 

Monday evening’s offering is dedicated 
to the building of the “Friendship Plaza” 
at the Mt. Sequoyah Conference and 
Retreat Center in Fayetteville, Ark. The 
plaza will serve as a visible, ongoing 
“thank you” gift to the conferences in our 
South Central Jurisdiction for the resources 
of money and volunteers given to 
Louisiana during our recovery from 
Hurricanes Katrina and Rita. Members are 
asked to give $5, $10, or $20 toward the 
completions of fundraising efforts for this 
lasting gift of thanksgiving. The offering 
will be taken Monday night during a con¬ 
cert performed by this year’s music leader, 
Ken Medema. 

The offering taken during Tuesday 
evening’s Ordination Service will help 
with the cost of providing our ordinands 
with a tour to the Holy Land. The 
Louisiana Conference will be initiating a 
tour of the Holy Land every other year, 
with new ordinands as special guests. This 
experience will enrich the ministry of our 
new pastors during their time in ministry 
among us, and will enhance their spiritual 
journey of faith. 

Sojurner Truth award 
nominations sought 

Nominations are now being accepted 
for the Sojourner Truth Award given annu¬ 
ally by the Louisiana Commission on the 
Status and Role of Women (COSROW). 
The award will be presented at the 
Commission’s annual luncheon held dur¬ 
ing annual conference. 

The Sojourner Truth Award recognizes 
a United Methodist woman who has advo¬ 
cated for social justice in the church and 
community in the spirit of Sojourner Truth, 
a freed slave who broke barriers for many 
in the area of human rights. Nominations 
will be rated in the areas of service to oth¬ 
ers, peace and justice activities, strong faith 
and Christian commitment, and advocacy 
for others, especially where there are 
inequities for certain groups. 

Letters of nomination should describe 
the nominee’s accomplishments and contri¬ 
butions that make her worthy of this honor, 
and should include the nominee’s address 
and telephone number. Nominations can 
be sent to: Sojourner Truth Award, c/o Eva 
Baham, 1639 Eastwood Drive, Slidell LA, 
70458, or emailed to: esbaham@mail.com 
no later than April 30, 2008. 


Summer Youth Intern 
Wanted 

Horseshoe Drive United Methodist 
Church is seeking a Youth Intern for 
the summer. This is a part-time posi¬ 
tion from May through August. 
Anyone interested may contact Kami 
Scarbrock, Director of Youth 
Ministries by phone at (318) 447- 
2043 or by e-mail at 
carbrock@gmail.com. 


Bishop announces key conference appointments 



Rev. Steven Spurlock Dr. Ramonalynn Bethley Dr. Ralph Ford Rev. Larry Miller Dr. Martha Orphe 


District Superintendents, heads of Adminstrative Services and Multicultural Ministries named 


Rev. Steven Spurlock, senior pastor of 
University United Methodist Church in 
Baton Rouge, will serve as the Alexandria 
District Superintendent after the 2008 La. 
Annual Conference, slated for June 1-4 in 
Shreveport. 

Spurlock replaces Rev. Dr. Ramonalynn 
Bethley, who moves south to serve as New 
Orleans District Superintendent. 

Bethley takes over for Rev. Dr. Ralph 
Ford, who will assume the responsibilities 
of Baton Rouge District Superintendent 
after annual conference. 


The current Baton Rouge District 
Superintendent, Rev. Larry Miller, will 
begin service to the Louisiana Annual 
Conference in June as Executive Director 
of Administrative Services/Treasurer. 

Rev. Dr. Martha Orphe, who has served 
as Mission Zone Director for the confer¬ 
ence will become the new Director of 
Multicultural Ministries. When Orphe 
leaves the Mission Zone in June, that posi¬ 
tion will be absorbed into the work of the 
new New Orleans District Superintendent. 

“Dr. Orphe has done a beautiful and 


strong ministry among us and we are grate¬ 
ful for her presence in our greatest hour of 
need. It is a good thing that we are able to 
phase this position out of being at this time 
because that means we have made signifi¬ 
cant progress in our work in the Mission 
Zone,” said Bishop William W. 

Hutchinson, who added that he is pleased 
with all of these key appointments and 
feels they will “enable us to move into the 
coming years with continued strength of 
leadership.” 


Free Online Resources 


V 


From Your Foundation 


K 



a 


Wherever faith and money come 
together, your Foundation is there to help. 

Our new electronic monthly bulletin is 
the latest in our repertoire of resources for 
pastors and churches. This e-bulletin offers 
the latest “Parish Papers” by Herb Miller, 
as well as pertinent articles and fact sheets 
such as: 

• What Does it Cost to Run a Church? 

• How Effective is Our Financial 
Communication? 

• Financial Stewardship: Myths & 
Principles 

• Top 5 Reasons People Give 

• And there’s more where that came from! 


UNITED METHODIST 

FOUNDATION 

iff l -C*Iijsitt 11 if 

“Where Faith and Money Come Together” 


Sign up today for your 
free e-bulletin subscription! 

225.346.1535 or 800.256.9317 

www.umf.org 








































disaster recovery efforts, 
visit the La. Conference 
web site at 

www.la-umc.org 

or contact the UM 
Disaster Recovery Center 

at (225) 346-5193 
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Epworth Center in Slidell will house volunteers 


By mid-summer of 2008, a new facility 
will be completed that will house up to 80 
disaster recovery volunteers at a time. The 
4,500 square foot structure, to be known as 
the Epworth Center, will stand on the cam¬ 
pus of Aldersgate United Methodist Church 
in Slidell. 


“Since the recovery began in 2005, the 
disaster recovery ministry has hosted more 
than 52,000 volunteers, most sleeping on 
gymnasium floors and in makeshift 
bunkrooms. We just weren’t prepared for 
the magnitude of the damage caused by 
Hurricanes Katrina and Rita,” said Dale 


Kimball, station manager for the Southeast 
Recovery Center in New Orleans. 

The Epworth Center, along with 
People’s Community Center and North 
Rampart Community Center, will serve as 

See Epworth Center, page 7 


Changing Lives 



Katie Currie, long term volunteer serving out of the Southeast Recovery Center of the La. United Methodist Disaster Recovery 
Ministry, goes over cases with Ashlie Junot, Administrative Assistant working with Volunteers for the Center. Currie, who will 
enter medical school in the fall, has made many contributions to the operations of the Center over the last nine months. 


Long term volunteer serves the New Orleans area 


BY BETTY BACKSTROM 

Kate Currie came to Slidell in the 
spring of 2007 to serve as a disaster 
recovery volunteer alongside members of 
her church from Knoxville, Term. 

Little did Katie know that in a few 
months, she would return to Slidell after 
graduating from the University of 
Tennessee to work for nearly a year as a 
long term volunteer for the La. United 
Methodist Disaster Recovery Ministry. 

“I came as a weeklong volunteer last 


spring, working to clean up a community 
park. At first, I was disappointed that our 
group wasn’t assigned a house project. 
But I soon learned that just because a job 
isn’t glamorous, it doesn’t mean the job 
is not important,” said Currie, who added 
that a number of community residents 
stopped to thank the group while they did 
the cleanup. 

Kate talks about how she made the 
decision to return to the New Orleans 
area to continue as a volunteer. 


“I knew I would have this year off 
between college and medical school. I 
had intended to get a research position or 
a hospital job, as so many others do. But 
I felt the pull to come back here,” said 
Currie. 

Although she modestly claims to have 
only some office skills and absolutely no 
construction skills, Kate’s contributions 
during the past nine months are highly 
praised by those who work with her. 

See Currie, page 7 
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ON THE JOURNEY 


Personal Thanks 


Late August and late September, 2005 
was a disastrous time for Louisiana. 

Visits by hurricanes Katrina and Rita lit¬ 
erally changed our lives as a people and 
as a United Methodist Church. We have 
been living in the aftermath, trying to put 
our lives and our church families back 
together ever since. We have been forced 
to become experts, or, at least, competent 
administrators of disaster response. 
Disaster Response has almost become 
our life. 

People ask me all the time, “Are you 
still involved in response to Katrina and 
Rita?” I want to laugh in their face. 
“What do you mean are we still 
involved? That is about all we are able 
to do.” There isn’t one thing we 
approach in the life of the Conference 
that doesn’t circle back to Katrina and 
Rita in the end. It is all consuming. 

When we began our “formal” 
response to these monstrous storms, we 
basically set up a new company that is 
handed by multiple millions of dollars, 
and that has required a major office set 
up in Baton Rouge with an initial six 
additional offices scattered across the 
southern part of the state. Based out of 
all these new offices have been some 88 
employees when we were at the height of 
the response, and still involves some 58 
in our current structure. All of this part 
of the response has been funded by 
United Methodist Committee on Relief 
and has encompassed our humanitarian 
work - case management; construction 
oversight; housing, deployment and 
supervision of work teams, etc. 

In addition to the recovery work being 
done by our United Methodist 
Committee on Relief is the recovery 
work being funded through the Bishop’s 
Appeal for Katrina and Rita relief (basi¬ 
cally my appeal), and through the 
Council of Bishops Appeal for Katrina 
Relief, (which we also are using for Rita 
work.) These funds are being directed 
primarily to the ongoing support of pas¬ 
tor’s salaries and reconstruction of some 
church properties. This, too, has consti¬ 
tuted millions of dollars and has required 
an additional heavy load in our 
Treasurer’s office as they have become 
the administrators of this immense pay¬ 
roll for multiple clergy. 

The Disaster Recovery work funded 
through these latter two sources has also 
made possible the work of “The Mission 
Zone” in New Orleans and Southwest 
Louisiana and the office of the Mission 
Zone Director, Dr. Martha Orphe. Dr. 
Orphe has done an exceptional work in 
encouraging and supervising the Mission 
Zone. We are phasing out this office as 
of June 1, 2008 and all work in New 
Orleans and Lake Charles districts will 
fall under the supervision of the District 
Superintendents. This doesn’t mean we 
will be doing any less, it simply means 
we are rearranging our structure “for 
now.” 


At the helm of 
this immense under¬ 
taking is Dr. Don 
Cottrill, Provost and 
Director of 
Connectional 
Ministries, and Rev. 
Darryl Tate, 
Executive Director 
of Disaster 
Recovery. They are 
supported by a won¬ 
derful staff in the “Annex Office” (yes, 
we had to rent an additional office build¬ 
ing to house all the support staff!), who 
are equally necessary to this extensive 
work. None of these people were trained 
to be directors of Disaster Recovery. 

They have taken up a “foreign profes¬ 
sion” and have led us admirably through 
one of the most difficult times in the his¬ 
tory of our state and Annual Conference. 

The extensive network that comprises 
our response ministry is impossible to 
capture in this small space, and the 
names of those who are key to the effort 
are too numerous to list by name. 

Suffice it to say, the workers are legion 
and their contributions to this effort are 
immense. Without everyone working 
together - from those in the pew who are 
praying and paying, to those in the pulpit 
who are encouraging and providing lov¬ 
ing care, to those in paid positions who 
are giving their all to make us whole 
again, and to all those who have come to 
lend a helping hand by gutting, mucking, 
and consoling - without this super-heroic 
effort we would still be mired down in 
our own inabilities to help ourselves. 

I take this opportunity to say THANK 
YOU to everyone who works in and with 
Disaster Recovery. It has been a monu¬ 
mental undertaking and it will continue 
for years to come. We have done a beau¬ 
tiful thing in caring for God’s people in 
their time of need. We haven’t done it 
flawlessly, but we have done it with heart 
and compassion. It’s been a part of our 
journey that we had hoped would be “the 
road less taken.” It has become our 
super highway instead! May we all give 
thanks for the United Methodist people 
across the world that have made this pos¬ 
sible through their selfless gifts, and to 
those who are working in Disaster 
Recovery who are the faces of God’s 
angels knocking on our doors and offer¬ 
ing help. And let us continue to pray for 
and offer service to those thousands of 
storm victims who are yet to be ade¬ 
quately helped in their effort to become 
whole again. 

In Christ’s love, 


Bill Hutchinson 

fall 



Bishop William W. 
Hutchinson 


A message from the Louisiana 

United Methodist Disaster Recovery Ministry 


We hope you will 
enjoy this third special 
issue of the Louisiana 
Now! which focuses on 
the Louisiana Disaster 
Recovery Ministry. 

Since Sept. 1, 2005 
we have welcomed 
more than 52,000 vol¬ 
unteers from around 
the world working 
across 300 miles of the 
Louisiana Gulf Coast. 

These volunteers have helped to close 
over 7,600 cases with the help of our dedi¬ 
cated case managers, construction person¬ 
nel, station managers and administrative 
staff. Over 2.3 million volunteer hours 
have been performed to assist clients 
through the Disaster Recovery Ministry 
with a value of $44 million of in-kind 
donations offered back to the State of 
Louisiana. This amount helps to offset 
taxes that the state owes to the Federal 
government for their assistance in the dis¬ 
aster of2005! 

We emphasize taking care of our volun¬ 
teers while they are taking care of our 
clients. One person stated, “I didn’t expect 
to experience such a high level of caring 
and connection while volunteering. Most 
of us decided to take part in this trip to ful¬ 
fill volunteer requirements or as an alterna¬ 
tive to sitting around. I think, overall, we 
are different people, changed for the better. 
The infinite displays of compassion and 
selfless caring profoundly affected all of us 
and we will be back to serve next year, and 
the year after that, until the work here in 
Louisiana is finished.” 

We are still in great need of work teams 
coming from our on local congregations 
here in the Louisiana Annual Conference. 
Bishop Hutchinson and his cabinet are 
requesting that every church in the 
Conference send a team during the next 
conference year. Smaller churches can join 
with a sister church to form a team. Please 
contact our Disaster Recovery Center, 
located in Baton Rouge, and speak to our 


Manager of Volunteers, Rev. Yvonne 
Dayries by calling (225) 346-5193. Sign up 
to serve in one of our stations across the 
conference. If you can serve one day, one 
weekend, or one week, whatever you can, 
it will make a great change not only in the 
client’s life, but in your life too. We are 
urgently in need of teams for the Lake 
Charles and Abbeville area, which have 
been underserved in the recovery efforts. 

Our stations still have more than 4,500 
cases in process. Still pending are : 1,987 
assessments; 950 gutting; 490 minor 
repairs; 1,085 major repairs and 397 
rebuilds. 

Through generous donations to the 
United Methodist Committee on Relief, 
grant funding of $20 millions dollar has 
supported our disaster recovery in 
Louisiana. Eighty cents on the dollar went 
for direct service to the client! 

For the last three years, the Louisiana 
United Methodist Disaster Recovery 
Ministry has helped clients design recovery 
plans; rebuilt homes; served as advocates 
with Road Home and Long Term 
Committees; and provided clients with 
spiritual and emotional care. 

John Wesley words are reflected when 
we say, “Do all the good you can, by all 
the means you can, in all the ways you can, 
in all the places you can, at all the time you 
can, to all the people you can, as long as 
ever you can.” 

Our heartfelt thanks go out to every 
person who has given time, financial gifts 
and prayer support to help Louisiana 
recover from Hurricanes Rita and Katrina. 
Without your help, Louisiana and the Gulf 
Coast would not be making the progress 
achieved so far. God bless you and all our 
wonderful staff working across our confer¬ 
ence for the La. United Methodist Disaster 
Recovery Ministry. 

Rev. Darryl Allen Tate 

Executive Director of the Recovery 

Ministry 



Rev Darryl A. 
Tate 
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The sanctuary of Grand Chenier UMC, above, stands restored after being destroyed dur¬ 
ing Hurricane Rita in the fall of 2005. Rev. James Moore, pastor of Grand Chenier and 
Wakefield UMCs, reviews plans for the rebuilding of Wakefield UMC. The Wakefield proj¬ 
ect should be completed by May of 2009. Rev. Moore, right, stands with members of the 
Wakefield church during a recent Baptism in what remains of the church's structure. A 
closeup of the front of Grand Chenier's sanctuary highlights a cross that was crafted 
from a sinker cypress discovered after Hurricane Rita whipped through area marshes. 
Church member Benny Welch discovered the cypress tree in the marshes after the storm 
passed through the town."Scientific tests have revealed that this ancient tree was actu¬ 
ally living when Our Lord was walking in Jerusalem," said Moore. 



Grand Chenier and Wakefield UMCs rebuild with the help of La. UM Disaster Recovery Ministry 


When Hurricane Rita slammed into the 
southwest coast of Louisiana in 2005, 
Grand Chenier United Methodist Church 
was directly in the storm’s path. 

“The hurricane basically gutted the 
church building, but interestingly enough, 
the roof was left. The cinderblocks toward 


the front of the building were knocked 
down, but the blocks toward the rear were 
still standing,” said Rev. James Moore, pas¬ 
tor for Grand Chenier and Wakefield 
United Methodist Churches. 

The restoration work at Grand Chenier 
was finished in May of 2007; repairs to the 


Wakefield church will soon begin. Sunday 
services are being held at both churches. 

Rev. Moore noted that the Wakefield 
project should be completed by May of 
2009. 

A cypress cross that hangs on the front 
wall of Grand Chenier’s sanctuary holds 
special meaning for parishioners. Church 
member Benny Welch was able to recover 
a sinker cypress tree from the marshes after 
the storm passed through the town. 
“Scientific tests have revealed that this 
ancient tree was actually living when Our 
Lord was walking in Jerusalem,” said 
Moore, who added that the cross and the 
boards surrounding the church’s stained 
glass window were crafted from the wood 
of the tree. “If the storm had never hap¬ 
pened, Benny probably never would have 
discovered the tree. 

Grand Chenier UMC has been rebuilt 
through generous donations from several 
local churches throughout the Louisiana 
Annual Conference. Several significant 
gifts have come from individuals who wish 
to help Grand Chenier and Wakefield 
UMCs. 

Rev. Moore notes that not only funding 
but volunteer assistance made Grand 
Chenier’s comeback possible. 

“The folks from Prairie Chapel United 
Methodist Church from Missouri did a 
tremendous amount of the interior work. 

We also had help from Saledo UMC out of 
Texas. The church pews actually were 


donated to us by a Baptist church. Most of 
the site cleanup was done through 
Americorps,” said Moore. 

The communities served by Grand 
Chenier and Wakefield UMCs are coming 
back from the ravages of Hurricane Rita. 
“We typically have 18-25 worshipping on 
Sunday mornings at Grand Chenier,” said 
Moore. 

A noticeable change, however, is a 
greater ecumenical spirit in these coastal 
towns that breed strong individualists who 
work hard to make a living and to survive 
the elements. 

“Hurricane Rita allowed us to identify 
ministry beyond our four walls. Our minds 
expanded. There are lots of resources in 
our communities, and we all had to pull 
together to come back from this devastat¬ 
ing storm,” said Moore. 

One example of this “team” spirit was 
the ecumenical service held at Grand 
Chenier on Easter morning. “We had 52 at 
the interdenominational service. There 
were around 10 or so kids participating in 
the Easter egg hunt held on the grounds. 
The service was a reflection of how the dif¬ 
ferent churches in this community have 
pulled together to rebuild.” 

After Hurricane Rita hit the area, Grand 
Chenier and Wakefield UMCs began to 
worship with the congregation of neighbor¬ 
ing Sweetlake United Methodist Church, 
located north of Cameron, La.. 

See Grand Chenier, page 7 
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Project NOAH volunteers install a new sink on a home rebuild as part of the disaster 
recovery efforts in Louisiana. 


Project NOAH provides projects for teens 


Project NOAH (New Orleans Area 
Hope) is a disaster relief and emergency 
home repair outreach ministry sponsored 
by Slidell First United Methodist Church 
and United Methodist Committee on 
Relief. 

Through Project NOAH, volunteers, 
aged 14 and older, spend a week of their 
summer repairing and building homes for 
families in the New Orleans area affected 
by Hurricane Katrina. “Our goal is to 
improve the living conditions and lifestyle 
for families in need. This opportunity 
offers transforming experiences for volun¬ 
teers and homeowners alike,” said Ashlie 
June, co-director of the program with 
David Buco. 

Project NOAH’s success in 2006 and 
2007 should set the tone for 2008. With 
300 participants already signed up and an 
enthusiastic college staff hired, Buco and 
Junot are excited about what the summer 
program has to offer the community. 


“The Project NOAH staff is especially 
excited about UMCOR’s new role in the 
program. After review by the committee, 
UMCOR allocated a grant to Project 
NOAH that will help run the program. This 
allows more volunteer dollars to directly 
assist clients with unmet needs,” added 
Junot. 

Project NOAH’s goal for 2008 will be 
to complete the recovery process in St. 
Tammany Parish. “We have worked in this 
parish for the past two years and we have 
the great opportunity of meeting the lasting 
recovery needs of this area,” said Buco. 

As expected, Project NOAH’s biggest 
need continues to be volunteers, and cur¬ 
rently, there are openings throughout this 
summer. Volunteers are asked to commit 
one week to the program. To volunteer, or 
for more information visit www.project- 
noah.net or email projectnoah@firstumc- 
slidell.org. 


Disaster recovery volunteer opportunities remain as Louisiana recovers from Katrina and Rita 



Manager of Volunteers Rev. Yvonne Dayries, left, and Rev. Amy Mercer, Deputy Director 
for the La. United Methodist Disaster Recovery Ministry, stress that volunteer work 
teams are the backbone of the recovery process in storm damaged areas of the state. 
Volunteers are still needed. Visit www.laumcstormrelief.com to volunteer. 


Volunteers are the “backbone” of the La. 
United Methodist Disaster Recovery 
Ministry. 

Without volunteer work teams, it would 
be impossible to rebuild south Louisiana, 
said Rev. Yvonne Dayries, Manager of 
Volunteers for the Disaster Recovery 
Ministry. 

“The labor provided by volunteers 
allows us to help more people because we 
don’t have to find handing for that part of 
gutting or rebuilding a storm damaged 
house,” said Rev. Amy Mercer, Deputy 
Director for the ministry. 

Since the La. United Methodist Disaster 
Recovery Ministry began in October of 
2005, over 52,000 volunteers have con¬ 
tributed more than 2.3 million hours of 
labor. 

“We’ve hosted volunteers from ages 14 
to 80. Some have served a single day; oth¬ 
ers have served up to three months,” said 
Dayries. 

Much has been accomplished, said 
Mercer, but much is left to be done. “We 
still have close to 4,500 open cases being 
served by our Disaster Recovery Ministry, 
and we are still receiving applications.” 

The flow of volunteer help tends to fol¬ 
low a pattern of peaks and valleys. “The 
most popular months for teams are March, 
April, June and July. Right now, we are 
expecting close to 3,000 volunteers in June, 
and that number is all that we can house,” 
said Dayries, who added that only 1,300 
volunteers are currently scheduled for May. 

Some of those volunteers will be housed 
at People’s Community Center in New 
Orleans, which has been outfitted to host 
60 people at a time. “Now that the New 
Orleans stations have been consolidated 
into the Southeast Recovery Center, we use 
that center and People’s to conduct volun¬ 
teer orientations. We also store tools that 
volunteers will be using at the community 
center,” said Dayries. 

The Disaster Recovery Ministry is mak¬ 
ing a big push for volunteer teams from 
local churches in the Louisiana Annual 
Conference. “If every church in the confer¬ 
ence could just send one team per year, it 


would solve most of our volunteer needs. 
Local teams can choose to volunteer for 
just one, two or three days at a time. Many 
churches are only an hour or two away 
from storm affected areas of the state,” said 
Dayries. 

To encourage conference-wide volun- 
teerism, the Disaster Recovery Ministry is 
joining forces with Louisiana Volunteers in 
Mission to host “Making a Difference,” 
two separate work opportunities in storm 
damaged areas of the state. “Making a 
Difference” in the Lake Charles area will 
be held Aug. 15-16, and an event in New 
Orleans is slated for sometime in August or 
September of this year. 

“Similar missions were held this time 
last year. Over 300 people volunteered dur¬ 
ing Takin’ it to the Streets’ in New 
Orleans, Lake Charles and Abbeville,” said 
Rev. Larry Norman, Director of La. 
Volunteers in Mission. 

Dayries indicated that all of the work 
projects during “Making a Difference” will 
be rebuilds. 

Volunteer teams are not limited to 
churches, said Mercer. “Any group of 
friends could come together. You might be 
a part of a service, social or civic group 
that may wish to volunteer. Ask your 
employer if he will give a day off to 
employees who wish to form a team.” 

The need for skilled volunteers is 
increasing as the recovery effort has moved 
from gutting houses to rebuilding houses. 
The ideal team has at least one skilled vol¬ 
unteer to every five unskilled volunteers. 
“And we can teach anyone who volunteers 
what they need to know to do the work. 
When those folks go home with new skills, 
they are our best recruiters. They share 
their experiences with their friends and 
wind up coming back, bringing more with 
them. For most volunteers, this is a trans¬ 
forming experience,” said Mercer. 

Volunteer team members that are inter¬ 
ested in improving their construction skills 
prior to volunteering can check at Lowe’s 
and Home Depot for free classes on dry- 
wall taping and floating, texturing walls, 
applying molding, installing doors, tiling 


and carpeting. 

Out-of-state volunteers have been cre¬ 
ative in trying to help out. Woods Chapel 
United Methodist Church in Lees Summit, 
Missouri has set up a trailer in New 
Orleans for use by a long- term volunteer 
from their congregation. Called the 
“Matthew 28 Project,” Woods Chapel is 
sending at least one new volunteer to New 
Orleans every 30 days. Perhaps one of the 
best reasons to volunteer on a disaster 


recovery work team, said Dayries, is that 
the experience is so memorable. “We con¬ 
stantly receive compliments from volun¬ 
teers, telling us how much they enjoyed the 
opportunity to help someone in need. They 
love meeting the homeowner, and they 
appreciate how organized the La. United 
Methodist Disaster Recovery is in hosting 
teams and assigning work. They say it is an 
experience they will never forget!” 
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Record volunteer numbers seen 
during'March Madness' 


Ashlie Junot is constantly inspired by 
the volunteers that pass through the doors 
of the Southeast Recovery Center on Read 
Boulevard in New Orleans. 

As administrative assistant in charge of 
volunteers, Junot quotes some impressive 
volunteer numbers from a month’s time 
period now affectionately referred to by 
Disaster Recovery employees as “March 
Madness.” 

“From March 3 to April 4, the La. 
United Methodist Disaster Recovery 
Ministry hosted 2,405 volunteers working 
through the Southeast Recovery Center. All 
together, we worked with 126 teams repre¬ 
senting 36 states,” said Junot, indicating 
that the surge of volunteers set a record 
high for the Greater New Orleans area. 

The Southwest Recovery Center in 
Lake Charles reported a total of 27 teams 
and 274 volunteers during the month of 
March. 

Lots of collaboration was noted. One 
example was a rebuild project in Moss 
Bluff with United Methodists supplying the 
materials, and local Baptists providing the 
hands. “I think it’s just a good example of 
God’s love not being contained in bound¬ 
aries,” said Brandi Russell, Southwest 
Recovery Station manager. 


Junot was inspired by the fact that 65 
percent of the teams were comprised of 
college students and youth. “It is just 
amazing to see how willing they were to 
give up their spring breaks to help others,” 
said Junot. 

Many volunteers have written notes of 
thanks and left donations to help continue 
the work. 

During “March Madness,” more than 85 
clients were served. Groups completed 16 
home rebuilds and assessed another 25 
rebuild cases. Six houses were gutted. 

“Volunteers also provided services to 
two community centers located in local 
FEMA trailer parks and hosted a free 
health clinic in Uptown New Orleans,” 
added Junot. 

More than 20 churches, most of them 
United Methodist congregations, housed 
the volunteers throughout the Greater New 
Orleans Area and on the Northshore. 

“During March, we also continued to 
serve clients and volunteers uninterrupted 
amidst the merging of four Disaster 
Recovery stations into one master site, the 
new Southeast Recovery Center. This 
merge has allowed us to improve our effi¬ 
cient and effective delivery of services and 
use of volunteer labor,” added Junot. 



Dale Kimball, New Orleans Station Manager, top left, leads orientation for 300 volun¬ 
teers on the Northshore. Another 400 were oriented on the Southshore that same 
morning. Volunteers collect dirty boots and shoes from the workday at Peoples 
Volunteer House in New Orleans. A volunteer works on repairing the roof of a house 
damaged by Hurricane Rita in the Lake Charles area. 



Making a Difference 


Lake Charles area-Aug. 15 and 16 
New Orleans area-August or September, TBA 


Come join La. Volunteers in Mission and the 
La. United Methodist Disaster Recovery Mission as we 
"Make a Difference" in the lives of those affected by Hurricanes 

Katrina and Rita. 


Mark your calenders and watch for information updates in July edi¬ 
tions of the Louisiana Now! 
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North Rampart Community Center helps children of New Orleans 




The North Rampart Community Center has returned to serving New Orleans are chil¬ 
dren with after-school and summer programs. Children are shown, above, performing 
skits and reading as part of the after-school activities.The Center provides snacks, and 
now offers free meals to participants at least once a week with the help of a nutritionist. 


The halls of the North Rampart 
Community Center in New Orleans rever¬ 
berate with the joyful noise of children as 
they play, visit and study during the 
Center’s after-school program. 

The facility, once known as St. Mark’s 
Community Center, is a property of the 
Women’s Division and serves the post- 
Katrina population of the city that still 
fights to come back from the category 5 
storm that caused devastating floods. 

Prior to Katrina, the Center served near¬ 
ly 500 area children on a daily basis. In the 
wake of the storm, which evacuated New 
Orleans, those children were scattered all 
over the country. A number of them have 
not returned. 

For those who have come back, the 
after-school program provides stability and 
a sense of normalcy in a city that is still not 
“back to normal.” 

One 16-year-old was quoted as saying, 

" Coming here sparks my interest in things . 

. . and there is nowhere else to go.” 

Joanne Finley, executive director for the 
Center and a deaconess in The United 


Methodist Church, is gratified that just 
eight months after re-opening, the after¬ 
school program now serves more than 170 
children. “Expansion of the program is 
vital because there are just not enough 
quality programs for children. We are 
receiving applications on a daily basis,” 
said Finley. 

Community Institutional Ministries, part 
of the Church’s Global Ministries, has pro¬ 
vided $67,000 that is being used to under¬ 
write the spring semester of the after¬ 
school program and summer camp for 
2008. “With this funding, we have been 
able to hire a nutritionist to help with plan¬ 
ning and serving the children at least one 
hot meal a week. The first week that we 
prepared the meal, we fed over 60 children. 
The second week, we served more than 80 
children,” Finley added. 

The road back from that devastating day 
in August of 2005 has been has been long 
and hard for New Orleans and for the 
North Rampart Community Center. 

In May of 2006, the United Methodist 
Committee on Relief, the Louisiana Annual 


Conference, the Women’s Division and 
local community supporters donated over 
$500,000 to upgrade the Center to support 
badly needed disaster recovery volunteer 
housing and to upgrade the facility to sup¬ 
port children’s programs. 

The facility, formerly called St. Mark’s 
Community Center, suffered significant 
wind damage during Katrina. UMCOR 
work teams from all over the world came 
to restore the center’s pool, to put in a 
brand new kitchen, and to refinish the gym¬ 
nasium floor. “This building was erected in 
1928. Honestly, even pre-Katrina, the 
building was in dire need of repair,” said 
Coach Jeffery Parker, a 12-year employee 
who serves as activities coordinator for the 
center. Visiting work teams also retro-fitted 
existing rooms in the center to serve as dor¬ 
mitories for work teams, building bunk 
beds and installing additional showers. 
“They even installed brand new combina¬ 
tion doors, which we have needed for 
years,” said Parker. 

A summer school program at the center 
for area children was resurrected during the 


summer of 2007. Funding for the program 
was provid ed by a grant through the 
Women’s Division. “We had 50 kids here, 
participating in everything from swimming 
to computers to art and music. I would 
have liked to accommodate 100 children, 
but funding is an issue,” said Parker, who 
added that there were children on a waiting 
list for the program. 

Deaconess Finley underscored how 
important these ministries really are. “The 
children we serve need educational, mental 
and spiritual wholeness. But it takes fund¬ 
ing to do it. We want to help hurting fami¬ 
lies be restored. Katrina gave us ‘pain with 
a purpose.’ Good will come out of devasta¬ 
tion.’” 

Those wishing to give to the North 
Rampart Community Center can place 
checks in the offering plate on Sunday 
morning made out to the Louisiana Annual 
Conference, indicating Advance # 

982149—North Rampart Community 
Center. For more information about the 
Center’s programs, contact (504) 529-1681, 
ext. 205. 




The North Rampart Community Center in New Orleans provides a dormitory which is 
used to house visiting disaster recovery work teams. Children participating in the 2007 
summer program at the Center enjoy swimming lessons in the center's pool. 
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Grand Chenier, from page 3 

Rev. Moore was the pastor of Sweetlake 
UMC at that time. The church became the 
site of a large scale distribution center that 
put clothing, food, water and other needed 
items into the hands of area residents 
immediately following the storm. “We set 
up operations in the church gymnasium. 

We received a grant to do storm recovery 
assistance, and at one point, had 10 people 
on staff to help with the operation,” said 
Moore. 

The outreach still continues under the 
name of Faith Share, and is now an inter¬ 
denominational effort. 

One area of focus for local congrega¬ 
tions has been to address the need for cler¬ 
gy care and for taking care of mental health 
issues in a region that has suffered extreme 
trauma. Grand Chenier UMC worked with 
Catholic Charities to organize a Clergy 
Care Conference. “Resource Management 


Services obtained grant handing, and the 
local Crisis Intervention Team for law 
enforcement participated,” said Moore. 

The fact that industry in this coastal 
region has been seriously reduced adds to 
the stress felt by residents. “The shrimping 
industry was seriously affected and there is 
no shrimp processing being done here any 
longer. In Cameron, the offshore drilling 
jobs are back, but workers stay further 
north because there is really no where to 
stay in Cameron,” said Moore. 

Despite these sobering realities, said 
Moore, the people living in these coastal 
towns remain optimistic. “So much 
progress has taken place. We continue to 
pull together as communities and churches 
to promote growth, and to tend to the spiri¬ 
tual and physical needs of the people. We 
are living a ‘new normal’.” 



Rev. James Moore bends down to pet 'Church Dog One' outside the sanctuary of Grand 
Chenier UMC.The animal was found struggling in the marshes during Hurricane Rita 
and rescued by a church member. A second church pet is named 'Church Dog Two/ 


Currie, from page 1 

“The unique and special thing about 
Kate is that she has willingly done a lot of 
the grunt work for us. We recently merged 
the Westbank, Eastbank, Northshore and 
Uptown Disaster Recovery Stations into 
one facility called the Southeast Recovery 
Center. We were faced with the task of 
merging volunteer calendars, finances and 
construction projects. Katie helped us 
merge all three areas, developing computer 
setups for everything,” said Ashlie Junot, 
administrative assistant working with vol¬ 
unteers at the Southeast Center. 

Out in the field, Currie has served as 
assistant to Project Manager Ken Ward, 
who oversees site managers for the various 
construction jobs. “Not only did Kate cre¬ 
ate systems on the computer to improve 
client intake and follow through, she creat¬ 
ed an Excel program that calculates what 
kind of and how many construction sup¬ 
plies that are needed to complete a particu¬ 
lar job,” said Junot. 

Before the merge, many files were only 
on paper, so Katie spent hours typing infor¬ 
mation into the computer. “It is hard to 
express how essential she has been to the 
operation. She has literally worked in all 
areas, and throughout it all, she has been 
the ultimate example of patience and flexi¬ 
bility. Katie is not only intelligent, she 
knows how to deal with people. And we 
tease her by calling her Ken’s ‘walking 


computer.’ Kate never forgets a thing,” said 
Junot. 

Currie shares that working with the dis¬ 
aster recovery effort has impacted her life 
“enormously.” “I am very interested in spe¬ 
cializing in infectious diseases and public 
health. Prior to this experience, I always 
thought of going into global medicine. 
Serving here has made me realize that 
there is so much work to be done here (in 
the United States),” said Currie. 

Before the work mission last spring, 
Kate admits that she wasn’t attending 
church regularly. “I wasn’t expecting it, but 
the mission turned out to be a spiritually 
powerful week. Although it didn’t make 
sense in terms of the next steps in my life, I 
had to come back here . . . and then I found 
out that it really did make sense. God has a 
plan for me.” 

Currie will be leaving New Orleans dur¬ 
ing Memorial Day weekend. She plans to 
come back to the city at least once before 
the fall, when she enters Albert Einstein 
College of Medicine in New York City. 

“I plan to try to get a group from med 
school to come down sometime in the 
future,” said Currie. 

When asked what she might say to 
those considering becoming a volunteer, 
Kate said, “If people have an impulse to 
come, I highly recommend it. This experi¬ 
ence changes peoples lives ... it did 
mine.” 



An architectural rendering provided by Karen Hazel and Petron, LLC shows the exterior 
of The Epworth Center, a facility currently under construction on the campus of 
Aldersgate UMC in Slidell.The building will be used primarily to house volunteers. 


Epworth Center, from page i 

the primary lodging facilities for volunteers 
serving in the Greater New Orleans area. 
“Aldersgate UMC currently can house 80 
in the Fellowship Hall and in unused 
rooms, and we also use 18 other United 
Methodist churches positioned throughout 
New Orleans, Metairie, the Westbank and 
the 9th Ward to house overflow,” said 
Kimball. “It is very important that we take 
care of the Disaster Recovery Ministry’s 
most important resource—our volunteers.” 

Aldersgate UMC is providing the prop¬ 
erty in which the Epworth Center will be 
built. “The structure will be funded by the 
United Methodist Committee on Relief, the 
La. Annual Conference, and through pri¬ 
vate donations,” said Kimball, adding that 
the foundation for the facility will be 
poured in the near future. 

The wooden structure will boast two 
large dorm rooms, a full commercial 
kitchen, a common meeting room, and 
showers. 

Karen Hazel serves as architect for the 
project and Petron, LLC will build the 


Epworth Center. “We at Petron, LLC are so 
pleased to be working with the Louisiana 
Annual Conference on the design and con¬ 
struction of the Epworth Center. It is our 
hope and desire that this new building,' 
when completed, feels like ‘home’for vol¬ 
unteers visiting our state. The building’s 
design includes dormitory space, a 
living/gathering area, a large kitchen and a 
great big Southern style front porch!,” said 
John Butterfield, CEO of Petron, LLC. 

The Epworth Center will be used as a 
permanent lodge for housing volunteers for 
the Louisiana United Methodist Disaster 
Recovery Ministry. However, as the need 
for housing declines, this facility will be 
used by Aldersgate United Methodist 
Church for its ongoing ministry. Aldersgate 
UMC will provide the maintenance and 
operating costs when they are using 
Epworth Center. The Center will revert 
back to volunteer housing during future 
disasters. 

“Hurricane Katrina certainly won’t be 
the last disaster to impact this area,” said 
Kimball. “By building the Epworth Center, 
we can be ready for the next one.” 
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Disaster Recovery 
Ministry 

Louisiana Conference 


To Volunteer: 


To help with recovery effort 
To lead a team of 
volunteers 


Register online at 
www.laumcstormrelief.com 
or contact: 

La. UM Disaster Recovery 
141 North 6th Street 
Baton Rouge, LA 70802 

Any questions? 
Contact Rev. Yvonne Dayries 
(225) 346-1646 


A Financial and Volunteer Update from Katrina and Rita Response 


September 1, 2005 thru December 31, 
2007 

It is nearly three years since the hurri¬ 
canes of 2005 hit the Louisiana coast. 
Those events altered the focus of the 
Louisiana United Methodist Conference as 
we reached out to help those who lost so 
much. The ministry that has evolved fol¬ 
lowing those storms has greatly affected 
our work as an annual conference. We 
continue to be grateful to the United 
Methodist connection for all of the help 
that has come and that continues to come 
our way. The United Methodist Committee 
on Relief, individual annual conferences, 
local congregations, and thousands of indi¬ 
viduals have offered their money, time and 
talent to the recovery cause. There are no 
words to convey our gratitude for this out¬ 
pouring of the Holy Spirit through the 
actions of God’s children. 

This brief article reports on our current 
progress in the area of humanitarian 
response to the victims of Hurricanes 
Katrina and Rita. UMCOR funding is uti¬ 
lized for this humanitarian response. 

The restoration of the dozens of church¬ 
es affected by Hurricanes Katrina and Rita 
has been accomplished through gifts to 
Katrina Church Recovery Appeal, the 


Bishop’s Appeal and through individual 
donations. 

These numbers are only a small snap¬ 
shot of the “real response” that has hap¬ 
pened. It is visible when we hear and read 
the stories of lives changed and restored, of 
volunteers who have received their own 
life-changing experiences, and of the 
impact on the spiritual renewal of individu¬ 
als and communities throughout the Gulf 
Coast. Please read the numbers, but look 
between the lines for the faces of thou¬ 
sands who have been recipients of the love 
of Christ in action. 

Number of client services 

59,451 

Number of volunteers/teams 

52,011/3,788 
Number of other Conferences 63 

Number of States 50 

Number countries represented 29 

Financial Report dated (September 1, 
2006 thru December 31,2007) 

Salaries & Benefits for Staff (Direct 
Client Assistance) $ 4,604,324 

(Case Managers, Construction person¬ 
al, Manager of Volunteers 
Director of Case Management, 


Spiritual Emotional Care) 

Salaries & Benefits for 
Headquarters Staff $ 822,259 

(Executive Director, Director of 
Operational, Administrative Asst. 
Controller) 

Travel for All Staff $ 584,610 

Operational Costs of Stations 

$1,046,473 

Long Term Direct Assistance to Clients 

$4,180,573 

In Kind Contributions for Volunteers 
Service $28,319,136 

St. Mark's Renovation $ 330,626 

Dulac Renovation $ 391,019 

Housing $ 9,808 

Total $40,288,828 

Percent for client assistance is 81% 
Operational cost is 19% 

Submitted by 

Rev. Darryl Allen Tate, Executive 
Director 

Dr. Donald C. Cottrill, Provost 
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Disaster Rate very 

Ministry 

Louisiana Conference 

To Donate: 

Two funding opportunities 

1) La. Bishop's Appeal 
(100% stays in Louisiana) 

2) Katrina Church Recovery 
Appeal (helps La. and Miss.) 

Make checks payable to: 

"La. Annual Con ference" 
Designate specific fund in the 
memo portion of the check 

Give through your local 
church or 
Mail to: 

La. Annual Conference 
527 North Blvd. 

Baton Rouge, LA 70802 

Contact Rev. Darryl Tate 
for any questions 
regarding funding at 

(225) 346-1646 


Never Change Your Will 

unless there are changes in your ... 
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Jr UNITED METHODIST 

m FOUNDATION 

V u - of Louiiittmi - 

“Where Faith and Money Come Together” 


• Family— such as a birth, death or 
change in marital status 

• Financial circumstances 

• Place of residence 

• Loved ones’ needs 

• Relationships 

• Charitable interests 

Even common life events may make your 
will obsolete. Keeping your will and 
other plans current can be as important as 
preparing them in the first place. 

Is your will up-to-date? 


Always consult your financial advisor before 
making any significant estate planning decisions. 


8337 Jefferson Hwy. 
Baton Rouge, LA 70809 
225.346.1535 or 800.256.9317 

www.umfgiving.org 














Mark your calendars! 
2008 La. Annual 
Conference 
Centenary College 
Shreveport, La. 
June 1-4 
Theme: 

Sanctifying Grace: 
Through and Through 



General Conference / 7 



University UMC/7 



Asbury UMC/ 8 


VOL. 9, NO. 9 


BATON ROUGE, LA 


MAY 9,2008 


General Conference 2008 



Liberia President Ellen J ohnson Sirleaf, 69, spoke to the April 29 ses¬ 
sion of the United Methodist General Conference, held April 23-May 
2 in Ft. Worth,Tex. The first woman to be elected president of an 
African nation, Sirleaf is a graduate of the Methodist College of West 
Africa, a secondary school in Liberia. Bishop William W. Hutchinson 
was pictured, top right, during a Monday morning report during 
which he thanked volunteers and encouraged continued giving to 
the Katrina Church Recovery Appeal. The Hope for Africa Children's 
Choir is shown, right, during an April 29 performance at Conference. 



Methodists from around the globe meet in Fort Worth 


Editor’s Note: Additional coverage of 
the General Conference can be viewed 
online at www.la-umc.org 

FORT WORTH, Texas (UMNS)— 
The 2008 General Conference of The 
United Methodist Church opened its 
April 23-May 2 legislative session with a 
Communion service celebrated at a table 
made of wood from trees destroyed by 
Hurricane Katrina. 

While the legislative arm of the 
church has always included delegates 
from Africa, Asia and Europe, this gath¬ 
ering seemed less centered on issues con¬ 
fined to the United States than earlier 
quadrennial gatherings. That was partial¬ 
ly due to the fact that 278 of the 992 del¬ 
egates came from outside the United 
States - 100 more than the number that 
attended the 2004 session. It also was the 
result of proposals from a six-member 
task force studying the global nature of 
the church. 

The legislative body increased the 
retirement age of bishops from 66 to 68. 


Bishops William Hutchinson, Jane 
Middleton and J. Lawrence McClesky 
have the option to go ahead and retire if 
they so choose or stay active as bishops 
for another four years. 

Hutchinson, 66, said he is “really in 
prayerful discernment for the future.” 

Bishop Hutchinson joined Bishops 
Hope Ward, Mississippi area, and Bill 
Oden in thanking donors and volunteers 
while encouraging continued giving to 
the Katrina Church Recovery Appeal. 
Delegates learned that church members 
raised $3 million for the restoration of 
churches damaged by Hurricane Katrina. 
More than $60 million was given 
through the United Methodist Committee 
on Relief for humanitarian aid in the 
Gulf Coast. 

During the week, delegates approved 
23 constitutional amendments that would 
make it possible to make the United 
States a central conference similar to 
conferences in other countries. The 
amendments, which must be ratified by a 


two-thirds vote of the aggregate total of 
annual conferences, also would change 
the words “central conference” to 
“regional conference.” A 20-member 
committee will bring recommendations 
to the 2012 General Conference in 
Tampa, Fla. 

William H. Gates Sr., co-chair of the 
Bill and Melinda Gates Foundation, 
thanked the denomination for being a 
partner in the Nothing But Nets cam¬ 
paign to eliminate malaria from the con¬ 
tinent of Africa. More than $20 million 
has been raised since the campaign 
began in 2006. A $10 donation covers the 
cost of delivering an insecticide-treated 
net and teaching a family how to protect 
itself from malaria-carrying mosquitoes. 

The first-ever Young People’s Address 
to General Conference was given by a 
diverse group of six young people. The 
presentation included videos, photos, 
drumming and singing. 

See General Conference, page 7 
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Hutchinson speaks at Conference 


BY BETTY BACKSTROM 

Bishop William W. Hutchinson, 
Episcopal leader for the Louisiana area, 
challenged United Methodists during wor¬ 
ship service the morning of April 26 to 
“move” toward the Baptismal waters and 
to “be moved” by the Holy Spirit. 

The worship service was one of 18 serv¬ 
ices scheduled during the 2008 General 
Conference for The United Methodist 
Church, recently held in Fort Worth, Tex. 

Thousands were sprinkled with the 
water as young confirmands moved 
throughout the meeting space, wetting 
branches and shaking them over worship¬ 
pers. Those present made signs of accept¬ 
ance and renewed their baptismal commit¬ 
ment as musicians sang, “Rain down, rain 
down, rain down Your love on Your peo¬ 
ple.” 

During his sermon, Bishop Hutchinson 
spoke about another Baptism service he 
attended four years ago in Havana, Cuba. 
Close to 200 “eager souls” dressed in white 
dresses and starched shirts gathered for the 
service in the courtyard of one of the city’s 
largest Methodist churches.The fact that 
the service was allowed to be held in the 
courtyard of the church was a milestone 
because of the government’s stance on reli¬ 
gion and Christianity, said Hutchinson. 

“We were happy just to get to do it in 
the out of doors so others could see this 
living testimony to the regenerating grace 
of Jesus Christ. The courtyard was sur¬ 
rounded by hundreds of onlookers from the 
city streets and a lively Christian band was 
perched on the balcony, playing energetic 
music so all knew something special was 
about to take place,” added the bishop from 
Louisiana. 

Hutchinson referred to a familiar scrip¬ 
ture passage that began the discussions of 
rebirth by “water and the spirit” that are 
central to the Christian faith. 

“Under the canopy of nightfall, a man 
of stature and wealth in Jerusalem made 
his way to the place where Jesus was stay¬ 
ing and sought counsel for his soul,” said 
Hutchinson, referring to Nicodemus. “Jesus 
says, ‘Unless one is bom of water and the 
spirit he cannot enter the Kingdom of God. 
That which is bom of the flesh is flesh, and 
that which is bom of the Spirit is spirit.’” 

“In other words, Jesus is saying we 
have to be bom from above - ‘out of this 
world, so to speak.’ We have to be inhabit¬ 


ed by that spirit of the living God, bringing 
life to our otherwise plodding souls, and 
lifting us from the ashes of life around us 
into the splendor of life in the living God,” 
said Hutchinson, who asked the crowd, 
“Have we been baptized into form, but not 
yet into power? Have we been bom from 
above as well as from below? Have we 
been baptized with water AND the Spirit? 
To use two phrases spoken frequently by 
one our District Superintendents in 
Louisiana, have we moved from the “My, 
my, my” state of baptism to the “Yes, 
indeed! state?” 

Hutchinson had the worshippers laugh¬ 
ing and clapping with comparisons of his 
own worship style with that of his wife 
Kay’s maternal grandparents. As members 
of the Nazarene Church, her grandparents 
were often in church on Sunday mornings 
past the “respectable” hour of 12 noon, he 
said humorously. 

Hutchinson recalled one such Sunday 
when they waited a long time outside for 
her grandfather to come out of church. 
“Finally he came. We asked, ‘What were 
you doing in there for so long?’ ‘We were 
praying a man through,’ he replied. 
‘Praying a man through? Well, did you 
ever?’ I hadn’t heard that in a long time. 
That meant they were all on their knees in 
prayer for some brother who wanted to 
know Jesus and accept him into his life but 
didn’t quite have the conviction of the spir¬ 
it to do so. If we had been at the United 
Methodist Church we would likely have 
said, ‘Maybe we can take a moment to 
apply a little water, but we don’t have time 
to pray you through! It’s 12 noon you 
know! And we’re closing up shop for the 
day. Come to my office this week and 
we’ll talk about it and reason it through. 
Let’s stand for the benediction!”’ 

At the end of Hutchinson’s moving ser¬ 
mon, he invited the crowd to “gather at the 
river.” “Come, let’s wade in these waters! 
Come on down to the river to pray, come 
on down, come on down! My, my, my! 
Yes, indeed! Water and the Spirit. Water 
and the Spirit.” 

Editor’s Note: View excerpts from 
Bishop Hutchinson’s April 26th sermon 
by visiting the La. Annual Conference 
web site home page. 


Summer Camp!! 

Are you looking for activities for your kids this summer that are fun, 
spiritual, and yes even educational? Then contact your local camp today to find 
out more on this wonderful Christian opportunity.The websites below have 
dates, times, and costs of camps. Sign up early not only to reserve your spot, 
but also to not miss out on some camps offering discounts for early registra¬ 
tion. 

In addition to a great Christian based curriculum our camps offer high and low 
ropes courses, climbing walls, hiking trails, swimming, canoeing, water sports 
and so much more! See the websites below for specifics about your area camp. 

Staff Needed!! Would you like the opportunity to mold young lives and help 
them understand the love of our Lord, J esus Christ? Our Camps are now 
taking applications for summer staff. Go to the website for information on 
Summer jobs and applications. 



Caney Camp 
www.caneycamp.com 
(318)377 6756 
Minden, La 


Camp Istrouma 
www.campistrouma.com 
(225)2612089 
Baton Rouge, La 


Camp Uskichitto 
www.campurc.com 
(337)738 4218 
Lake Charles, La 
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UMW President introduces the 2008 mission school theme,'Living the Sacred 


As God’s 
chosen ones, 
holy and 
beloved , clothe 
yourselves with 
compassion, 
kindness, 
humility, meek¬ 
ness and 
patience. Bear 
with one 
another.. .for¬ 
give each 
other; just as 
the Lord has 
forgiven you, 
so you also must forgive. Above all, 
clothe yourselves with love, which binds 
everything together in perfect harmony. 
Colossians 3:12-15 


We United Methodist Women look for¬ 
ward to our School of Christian Mission 
2008. Our theme, Living the Sacred, fol¬ 
lows our Wesleyan guidance to go toward 
perfection with “holiness of heart and life.” 
This threads through our purpose as we 
refer to “supportive community.” 

Barbara Wheeler, editor of Response 
Magazine, prepares us for our summer 
studies. In the February 2008 issue of 
what you recognize as the official maga¬ 
zine of United Methodist Women, she 
leads us in an understanding of the princi¬ 
ples of the Wesleyan Quadrilateral. They 
are scripture, tradition, reason and experi¬ 
ence. These foundations to United 
Methodists’ understanding of God, and our 
place in the world as individuals, as well as 
members of the United Methodist Church 
are shown to parallel our statement in the 


UMW PURPOSE. They become lenses to 
see clearly and move deeper into holiness. 
She develops each of our statements to the 
Wesleyan Quadrilateral with great clarity. 
John Wesley would be proud of each you 
who take time to read this valuable infor¬ 
mation. 

Living the Sacred is faithfully working 
toward wholeness and holiness. Deputy 
General Harriett Jane Olson says that 
such efforts “.. .continue to make us a tes¬ 
tament to the grace of God at work in us 
and in all of creation.” 

Our Dean Evelyn Martin, Assistant 
Dean Joyce Thibodeaux, and their team 
have been working diligently to bring us a 
worthy and enjoyable experience this sum¬ 
mer. One of our last opportunities for us to 
enjoy and benefit from Bishop William 
Hutchinson’s leadership will be at the clos¬ 


ing Communion Service and Sending 
Forth. He and Kay have been dedicated 
supporters of United Methodist Women. 
We appreciate them and love them. May 
God bless their future with joy and peace. 
They each will find new ways to use their 
very special gifts and continue in working 
toward wholeness and holiness. 

In Christ’s love, 

Harriette Tucker Elrod 

‘Seeing you have purified your souls 
in obeying the truth through the 
Spirit unto unfeigned love of the 
brethren, see that ye love one another 
with a pure heart fervently: Being 
born again...by the word of God, 
which liveth and abideth for ever. ‘ 

1 Peter 2: 22-23 



Harriet Tucker Elrod. 
President La. Conference 
UMW 


2008 UMW Conference School of Christian Mission 


Theme: 

'Living the Sacred' 



July 23-26,2008 
The Wesley Center 
Woodworth, Louisiana 


Registration and Scholarship Forms for this 
event 

are available on line at 
www.la-umc.org/laity/umw 
Pre-Registration Fee is $15.00 
Registration Form and 
Pre-Registration Fee are due by J uly 15th 
and should be mailed to:Jeanette 
McCalman, 715 W. Palmetto Ave., Plain 
Dealing, LA 71064 

Schedule for Wednesday, luly 23 
Registration and Check-in will be held from 
10 a.m.-12 noon. 

First Timers orientation is 10:30-11:15 a.m. 
Lunch is 11:30 a.m.-12:30 p.m. 
Opening session starts at 12:45 p.m. 


United Methodist 
Women from across 
Louisiana will explore 
the theme “Living the 
Sacred” at the 
Louisiana Conference 
United Methodist 
Women’s School of 
Christian Mission July 
23 through July 26, 

2008 at The Wesley Evelyn B. Martin 
Center at Woodworth, Dean 
Louisiana. To this end, 
the School will offer three areas of mission 
study namely, “I Believe in Jesus,” “Israel 
and Palestine,” and “Giving Our Hearts 
Away: Native American Survival.” 

The 2008 spiritual growth study is enti¬ 
tled “I Believe in Jesus.” The study reveals 
the following: “To believe in Jesus is to 
love as GOD loved and live as Christ lived, 
valuing all creation. To believe in Jesus is 
to live in the way of Christ, freeing the 
oppressed, healing the sick and wounded, 
clothing the naked, welcoming all. To 
believe in Jesus is to follow the sacred 
commandment to love as God loved. To 
believe in Jesus is to embrace the sacred¬ 
ness of life.” The study will explore the 
life and teachings of Jesus Christ, and how 
an encounter with Him will transform our 

Come 'By and Buy' 

Come “BY” ...and “BUY”!! 

The resource room will be open for 
business during registration (10 a.m.-12 
noon). You may purchase study books/ 
resources at the school OR to make indi¬ 
vidual orders prior to school. Call (800) 
305-9857. You may also fax orders 24 hrs 
to (214) 630-0079. 

2008 Study Resources 

*(Add Woodworth Sales Tax of 8% to 
all resource purchases) 

I Believe In Jesus (Spiritual Growth 
Study) 

Adult Study Text by Bishop Minerva G. 
Carcanowith study guide by Glory 
Dharmaraj: $7.00 

Stock # M3015 (English) M3026 


lives. 

The 2008 geographic study, “Israel/ 
Palestine,” is designed to help participants 
know about the history and complexities of 
relationships between Israel and Palestine. 
Participants will explore and understand 
the concepts of security and freedom that 
dominate the lives of these people. The 
study will challenge participants to move 
through tolerance and respect to achieve a 
just peace. 

Additionally, the 2008 social interest 
study entitled, “Giving Our Hearts Away; 
Native American Survival”, will bring new 
understanding of the life and culture of our 
Native American citizens. The purposes of 
this study are to leam about the interrelat¬ 
edness between indigenous people and 
their land; to identify selected key issues 
affecting the Native Americans in the 
United States; and to examine the root 
causes of these issues, while providing an 
understanding and appreciation of the 
“Give Away” culture of the Native 
American in the areas of spirituality, ecolo¬ 
gy, language, story telling, and food.The 
study will also help lead the participants to 
act as responsible US citizens and 
Christians in accompaniment and solidarity 
with Native Americans. Our School of 
Mission will also provide the much needed 


(Spanish); M3027 (Korean) 

Giving Our Hearts Away (General 
Issues Study) 

Adult Study Text by Thom White Wolf 
Fassett: $10.00 

Stock # M3015 (English); No Spanish; 
M5018 (Korean) 

Stories From The Circle of Life-DVD: 

$19.95 

Stock # M3016 

North American Indian Reference 
Map: $12.00 
Stock # M3024 

Walking In These White Man Shoes: 
Youth Explore Native America by Ray 

Buckley: $8.00 

Stock # M3022 (only available in 
English) 


information about 
Louisiana’s Native 
Americans. 

As followers of 
Jesus Christ and as 
Christians in communi¬ 
ty, let us deepen our 
understanding of what 
it means to live in 
sacred harmony. At the 
Louisiana Conference 
School of Christian 
Mission, we will study 
and leam to walk together in ways that lead 
to peace and reconciliation. The Executive 
Committee of the Louisiana Conference 
United Methodist Women, the Dean, 

Evelyn B. Martin and Assistant Dean, 

Joyce Thibodeaux encourage you to attend 
the School of Christian Mission to help you 
respond as God’s people in a Christ-like 
manner to human acts of violence, hatred 
and earthly destmction. 

Remember, registration forms for the 
School of Mission are posted on the 
Louisiana Conference UMW web page, 
www. la-umc. org/laity/umw 

Evelyn B. Martin, Dean 

Louisiana Conference School of 
Christian Mission 


Creator Sang A Welcoming Song: 
Native America For Children: $8.00. 
Stock # M3021 (only available in English) 
ISRAEL & PALESTINE 

(Geographical Study)-Repeat 

Adult Study Text by Rev. Stephen 
Goldstein with study guide by Rev. Sandra 
Olewine; $8.50 

Stock # M3006(English); M5004 
(Spanish); M5003 (Korean) 

Middle East Map and Poster 
#3805; $12.95 

Response & New World Outlook 
Magazine Study Issues: Israel-Palestine 
(N.W.O.) April 2007 

Native American Study -Response April 
2008. For info Response and New World 
Outlook magazines call (877) 881-2385. 



from the conference resource room 



Joyce Thibodeaux 
Assistant Dean 
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2008 United Methodist Women School Of Mission 


I Believe In 
Jesus-Spiritual 
Growth Study 

Dr. Fred Kellogg is 

Shelton Professor of 
Religion at Emory & 

Henry College, a 
United Methodist 
school in the 
Appalachian Mountains 
of Virginia. He has taught religion and 
New Testament Greek there for almost 40 
years. Fred grew up and was ordained in 
the Louisiana Conference. While he was a 
student at Tech, he served as pastor of 
Longstreet and Shiloh churches in a larger 
parish with his father, Rev. John Kellogg. 
His mother Lucille was active in the UMW 
and attended the School of Christian 
Mission each year. His sisters Jonelle 
Walker and Ileen Fontenot of Pineville are 
also very involved in UMW activities. Fred 
did his seminary studies at Perkins and his 
Ph.D at Yale, with a focus on the New 
Testament. He enjoys preaching and teach¬ 
ing Bible studies in Holston Conference. 
Fred and his wife Jeannette hope to cele¬ 
brate their golden wedding anniversary five 
years from now. 

Giving Our Hearts Away- 
Native 
American 
Survival Study 
Leaders 

L. Stephen Dupre 

is a substitute teacher 
currently with the 
Livingston Parish 
School System and has 
also worked with the 
East Baton Rouge 
Parish School System. He has worked with 
youth and children in various capacities 
including coordinator of the Youth 
Conservation Corp, and in development of 
summer programs for children in battered 
women’s shelters, which was run through a 
grant from the Biloxi School District for 
children 8-12 years of age. The program 
emphasized building and development of 
self-esteem as well as skills in mathemat¬ 
ics, reading and writing. Stephen has 
degrees in General Studies and Art. As an 
Eagle Scout and Scout Master, he has 
shared his love for the outdoors, camping, 
hiking and traveling as well as his active 
interest in geology and environmental 
issues. As a study leader for Native 
American Survival, he emphasizes his 
belief that all young people are the key to 
our future and that providing a good educa¬ 
tion helps insure the future for us all. 
Through his wide range of experience, he 
has had contact with a wide variety of 
backgrounds and shared many of the inter¬ 
ests of the Native American people. 

Rev. Bernadine Johnson is an ordained 
deacon in full connection with the 



L. Stephen 
Dupre' 



Louisiana Conference. She serves as chair¬ 
person of the Division of Deacons and 
Diaconal Ministers of the Conference 
Board of Ordained Ministry. She is a dele¬ 
gate to the 2008 General Conference and 
was a delegate to the 2004 South Central 
Jurisdictional Conference. She previously 
served as conference and district study 
leader for the Mexico, Creating Interfaith 
Community, Globalization, and Israel- 
Palestine mission studies. She has been 
involved with United 
Methodist Women for 
many years, serving as 
a speaker for United 
Methodist Women 
Sunday worship servic¬ 
es, leading mini-school 
studies, and making 
presentations to district 
and local units. She is 
an attorney in public 
service practice, attor¬ 
ney regulation, and 
professional ethics. Rev. Johnson also 
serves as resident deacon at First United 
Methodist Church in Baker. She completed 
graduate theological studies through 
Perkins School of Theology at Southern 
Methodist University. She received the 
Juris Doctorate degree from Whittier 
College School of Law, and the Bachelor 
of Arts degree from California State 
University at Los Angeles. She is a native 
of New Orleans and presently resides in 
Baton Rouge. 



Rev. Bernadine 
Johnson 


Rev. Amy Mercer, an ordained deacon 
in full connection, has been serving as the 
Director of Operations for the La. United 
Methodist Disaster 
Recovery Ministry 
since June 2006. She 
answered the call to 
full time ministry while 
a member at Asbury 
UMC in Lafayette and 
in her first appoint¬ 
ment served as the 
Minister of Missions 
and Discipleship at 
Broadmoor UMC in 
Baton Rouge for six years. Her daughter 
Katie and son Noel both are in college at 
LSU. 

As a deacon, her ministry serves as a 
bridge - equipping and encouraging the 
laity of the church to meet the needs of the 
world. Amy states “I have two mission 
fields - one that is sitting in the pews of 
our churches - unaware of the joys of serv¬ 
ice and the needs of the community. The 
other mission field is in the community, the 
world itself.” She believes that concern and 
compassion for others 
is learned - and taught 
by example, and that 
Christ alone supplies 
the love and strength to 
serve. 

Pearl M. Thomas 

is retired from the 
Muscogee (Creek) 

Nation and resides in 
Okmulgee, Oklahoma. 



Pearl Thomas 



She belongs to the Bear Clan and her tribal 
town is Cheyaha. She and her late husband, 
Velvin, are parents of Randy Thomas and 
Patricia (husband-Brian Kilian). They have 
one grandson, Andrew Thomas , one 
granddaughter, Jennifer Kilian, and a great- 
granddaughter, Alee Thomas. 

She has served three years as Vice-Chair 
of the Okmulgee Indian Community. As an 
active lifelong member of the Honey Creek 
United Methodist Church of the Oklahoma 
Indian Missionary Conference, she has 
served as a children’s Sunday School 
teacher, Church School Superintendent, lay 
delegate, chair of administrative council 
and lay leader for many years. She has 
served as Lay Delegate to General 
Conference for her conference and as rep¬ 
resentative to the National Seminar. 

Mrs. Thomas has a Bachelor of Science 
degree in education from Northeastern 
State University in Tahlequah, Oklahoma. 
Her hobbies are sewing, cooking, and 
singing for the Lord in her native language. 
She owes her life’s teachings to her native 
ancestors and above all, 
to ’’Hesaketvmese’’, the | 
giver of life..GOD. 


Corine Francis 

Paulk is our Study 
Leader for the course 
“Giving Our Hearts 
Away: Native 
American Survival”. Corjne Pau | k 
She was raised in 

Dulac, La., a rural Native American com¬ 
munity approximately 45 minutes south of 
New Orleans. She attended an Indian mis¬ 
sion school from 1949-1954. The school 
was started by the United Methodist 
Church when the Parish of Terrebonne did¬ 
n’t allow Indian people into schools. 
Terrebonne Parish School Board opened an 
Indian only public school in lower Dulac in 

1953, accepting its long overdue education¬ 
al responsibility to their Native American 
citizens. The mission school closed its 
doors at the end of the school session in 

1954. Corine then transferred to the public 
school in 1954-55 and remained until 1957. 
A high school for Native American stu¬ 
dents was not established until 1961. The 
Houma people were still not allowed to 
graduate in Terrebonne until 1964. Corine 
attended a girls boarding school, Vashti 
School, a United Methodist run school in 
Thomasville, Georgia in order to graduate 
and receive her high school diploma in 
1961. Since then, Corine has been an active 
member in her church, community and the 
public school system. She is a member of 
the United Houma Nation of Terrebonne 
Parish; A Terrebonne Parish School Board 
Retiree - 30 yrs; the Indian Education 
Program; Member of Louisiana Indian 
Education Association (LIEA, Treasurer); 
Past member of the National Indian 
Education Association (NIEA); Past board 
member of the Dulac Community Center 
Founder and Committee member of the 
Calling of the Tribes Pow Wow (15 yrs.); 
Member of the United Methodist Women; 
former President of Houma Heights United 
Methodist Women; and Member of Bayou 


A m 


Blue United Methodist Women. She is Past 
Representative to the Louisiana United 
Methodist Conference for Houma Heights 
UMC and Past Representative to the 
Louisiana United Methodist Conference for 
Bayou Blue UMC. She serves as a Mentor 
to Student Confirming (Bayou Blue UMC), 
is a member of the United Methodist 
Native American Task Force Organizer and 
former Coordinator of the Community 
Girls Club of Dulac (3 yrs.). Corine 
Francis Paulk resides in Houma, La., is the 
mother of two adult sons, grandmother of 
four, and soon to be great-grandmother. 

Israel and Palestine Study 
Leaders 


Rev. Kathy Howell, 

pastor of Palestine 
United Methodist 
Church in Ball, La., 
graduated with Masters 
of Divinity from 
Asbury Theological 
Seminary in 2004; 

Bachelor of Science of 
Nursing, LSU Medical 
Center New Orleans, 

1979; ordained elder in 
the Louisiana Annual Conference in June 
2007; and served as pastor of Raymond & 
Roanoke United Methodist Churches near 
Jennings, La. from June 2004 - June 2007. 
“I have traveled to Israel - Palestine three 
times since 2006, and lead pilgrimage tours 
to the Holy Land. Prior to receiving a call 
to ordained ministry, I was a Registered 
Nurse. I am a widow and have one adult 
child, a son named Michael.” 

Rev. Constance R. 

Saizon is the pastor of 
St. Landry United 
Methodist Church in 
Gonzales, La. and 
Hughes United 
Methodist Church in 
Baton Rouge, La. She 
is also a Christian 
comedian. 

She is on the board 
of the following organi¬ 
zations and ministries: 

Paracletia, Inc. (Prairieville); Family 
Resource Center (Walker); and the 
Livingston Youth and Family Counseling 
Service (Denham Springs). 

Rev. Saizon is a Teacher/Leader for the 
United Methodist Women’s Israel/Palestine 
study and has active memberships in the 
following organizations: Baton Rouge 
District Ministry Team, Louisiana Women 
in Ministry (LAWIM), Church Women 
United, the Christian Women’s 
Connection, District Singles Task Force, 
and the Livingston Chamber of Commerce. 

Rev. Saizon is the mother of two adult 
daughters, Kelli (Bloomington, Ill.) and 
Courtni (Los Angeles, CA.). 



Rev. Constance 
"Connie" Saizon 



Rev. Kathy 
Howell 
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Study Group, Music and Song Leaders announced 


Teen Study Group 
Leaders 



Cora Mills- 
Dawson was in bom 
and raised in Lafayette, 

La. Raised in a single 
parent home, she’s the 
youngest of three girls. 

Cora is married to Mr. 

Leon Mills-Dawson 
and a mother of two, 
son Caleb and step¬ 
daughter Skylar. Cora 
is an elementary school 
teacher by training and 
a Christian by God’s grace. During her 
spare time she enjoys traveling, reading, 
photography, shopping, dining out, enter¬ 
taining, spending time with family and 
friends, and mostly offering Christ to oth¬ 
ers. Her favorite scripture is Philippians 
4:13 “I can do ALL things through Christ 
which strengtheneth me.” 


Cora Mills 
Dawson 


Dolores Gant Giles 

has been a United 
Methodist Woman for 
the past 30 years. She 
is a native of New 
Orleans having been a 
member of Mount Zion 
UMC until her move to 
Baker, Louisiana after 
Hurricane Katrina. As 
a teacher of Special 
Education for 33 
years in the state, she received her B.A. 
from Southern University and M.Ed from 
UNO and presently teaches in the Pre-GED 
Options Program at Baker High School. 



Dolores Giles 


She is currently a member of First UMC 
of Baker. She is the proud and deserving 
recipient of the 2007 Sojourner Tmth 
Award. 

Dolores has been a Sunday school 
teacher, director of VBS, Christian 
Education Coordinator on the district and 
local levels. She has served on the 
Conference Board of Church and Society, 
and as counselor and director of Camp 
Istrouma and G.R.A.C.E. Camp. She has 
touched many as Coordinator of Youth on 
the local and district levels and as Co- 
Coordinator on the Jurisdictional Youth 
Team. Ms. Giles also served two years on 
the National Youth Steering Committee. 

In the UMW organization, she has been 
a past local president, district officer with 
the New Orleans-Houma District and co¬ 
sponsor of the New Orleans District Teen 
& College/University Women’s Unit. She 
is current President of the Baton Rouge 
District UMW. Ms. Giles has a son and a 
daughter and enjoys crafts, sewing and 
scrap-booking. As an advocate for children 
and believer in the love of family and rich¬ 
ness of friends, she is a dedicated servant 
of God. 

Carrie Roy resides 
in Harvey, La. and 
attends Boynton UMC 
in Gretna. She is cur¬ 
rently the District 
Spiritual Growth coor¬ 
dinator for the New 
Orleans District UMW. 

In her local church she 
has held numerous 
offices, including 
Administrative Council 
chair, youth coordinator, and Vice President 


of UMW. Currently, she is Lay-Member to 
Annual Conference, a member of Finance, 
Staff Pastor Parish, and serves as coordina¬ 
tor of the Acolyte Ministry. Her profes¬ 
sional experience has been in the corporate 
setting. She is retired from Prudential 
Financial and is employed part-time with 
Second Harvest Food Bank of New 
Orleans and Acadiana Parishes. 

Reading, singing, and going to the 
movies are some of her hobbies. She is the 
mother of three grown sons and has four 
grandsons. 

Music and Song Leaders 

Rev. Connie Foster 
Breaux is a native of 
New Orleans 
Louisiana. She current¬ 
ly serves under an 
Episcopal dual appoint¬ 
ment in Higher 
Education as the 
Director of Wesley 
Foundation at 
Grambling State Rev. Connie 

University and Breaux 

Associate Minister at 
Trinity United Methodist Church of 
Ruston. Rev. Breaux is an Ordained 
Deacon in full connection of the Louisiana 
Conference. Rev. Breaux is a retired life¬ 
time certified Music Educator in the State 
of Louisiana where she served the parishes 
of East Baton Rouge at the Louisiana 
School for the Visually Impaired; and in 
Orleans; Jefferson; and St. Tammany 
Parishes as a “Talented in the Art” Music 
Specialist from 1976-2002. Rev. Breaux 
received her theological training from 
Perkins School of Theology, Southern 



Carrie Roy 



Methodist University, and completed the 
Order of Permanent Deacon. She is a grad¬ 
uate of Southern University, Baton Rouge 
where she received her Bachelor’s and 
Master’s degrees in Music Education. Her 
accomplishments are numerous. Rev. 
Connie is the mother of Shawn Anthony 
Breaux of Nashville, Tenn. and the grand¬ 
mother of Christian Tiara Breaux, who in 
her grandmother’s eyes, is the newest 
upcoming music star of Nashville. She is 
also the caregiver of her mother Rebecca 
Foster, the United Methodist Woman who 
helped to nurture her to this point of her 
ministry for God’s will. She will share and 
inspire us as our 2008 school song leader. 

Rm. 8: 28 “All things worked together 
for those who are called to God’s purpose” 

Dorothy “Jackie” 

Pennington resides in 
Covington, La. where 
she teaches vocal music 
and piano at Pitcher 
Junior High School. 

Jackie is married to 
Rev. Walter Bell 
Pennington, Jr., a 
retired United 
Methodist minister. 

They are the proud par¬ 
ents of four children. 

Their retirement from active church min¬ 
istry gives them more time to worship 
with their three grown children who are 
worship leaders in their church congrega¬ 
tion, and enjoying time with six grandchil¬ 
dren. Jackie and Walter’s youngest son is a 
student at Alcom State University located 
in Mississippi, which is also their alma 
mater. Jackie will serve as pianist for the 
2008 School of Mission. 



Dorothy 

Pennington 


A guide for understanding the mission area of social action 


BY BARBARA FERGUSON, 

CONFERENCE SOCIAL ACTION 
COORDINATOR 

Social action means involving your¬ 
selves in mission-oriented activities to 
improve conditions that affect women and 
children. Social action is grounded in the 
scriptures, which teach us that we are to 
integrate faith and actions in daily living. 

To receive the certificate “Mission Area 
of Social Action-Exemplary Service 
Award”, each local unit must: 

(a) chose at least one social action issue 
related to the improvement of conditions 
that affect women and children in one or 

Louisiana 

Mrs. Irene Olivia 
Thomas Reed celebrat¬ 
ed her 100th birthday 
on March 15. 

Mrs. Reed spent her 
adult life as a minister’s 
wife, married to the late 
Rev. Samuel George 
Reed, Sr. She was very 
active in church min¬ 
istries within the Louisiana Conference on 
local, district and conference levels. 

She served as an officer in most of the 


more of the following areas: social, eco¬ 
nomic, environmental, and/or political and 
(b) plan and participate in events that 
address the social action issue. 

For units desiring to address the social 
issue of racial justice, they can also receive 
the certificate “Charter School for Racial 
Justice Recognition Certificate”. 

Whether or not your local unit desires to 
receive a certificate, it is important to 
encompass this mission area in your work. 

I am certain that our local units do more 
social action work than they give them¬ 
selves credit for doing. When you partici¬ 
pate in study groups on social action top- 


organizations of which she was a member. 

United Methodist Women, Lay Speakers 
School, Peoples Community Center and 
Ruth Carter’s Auxiliary are a few of the 
organizations in which she held leadership 
positions. 

Mrs. Reed attended New Orleans 
University and began her teaching career 
which lasted over 45 years. She served as 
principal of many schools throughout 
Louisiana. She received the Sojourner 
Truth Award and was honored as an out¬ 
standing educator. 


ics, or advocate for racial justice, or sup¬ 
port public education, or help the poor and 
needy, or promote women to positions of 
leadership in the church—then, you are 
participating in social action issues. 

For more information on social action, 
or for a copy of the forms for the certifi¬ 
cates, please contact Barbara Ferguson, 
Conference Social Action Coordinator at 
bferguso@uno.edu or at 1467 Moss Street, 
New Orleans, LA 70119. You can also 
make contact by phone to (504) 450-9419. 
Additional info is also available from the 
website: http://www.la-umc.org/laity/umw. 


Mrs. Mary Olivia 
Fisher is known far and 
wide as a distinguished 
lady who is a pleasure 
to be with, talk to and 
interact with ...”to 
know her is to love 
her”. On February 25, 

Mrs. Fisher celebrated 
her 105th birthday with 
family and friends from all over the coun¬ 
try and world. She is the matriarch of the 
family which now spans five generations. 


All articles & news stories are 
welcomed.This newsletter insert is 
published four times a year. 

Upcoming Due dates for articles/news 
are: 

August Newsletter-Due J uly 9th 
November Newsletter-Due Oct. 8th 

Send Newsletter info to: 

Lana P. Lathan 
131 Ogden Drive 
Baton Rouge, LA 70806-5013 
Phone: (225) 383-4380 (home); 

(225) 247-0779 (cell) 

By Email-lathanl31@bellsouth.net 


Mrs. Fisher and her husband, the late 
Mr. Alphonse Fisher, had ten children. 
Mrs. Fisher lives with her daughter, Mrs. 
Mildred Batiste, who describes her mother 
as "Just Amazing!” "She is one who 
knows how to change with the times.” 

She is a member of St. Luke UMC, her 
lifelong church. Fisher is the Sunday 
School Superintendent and a delegate to 
Annual Conference. 

She also loves to follow the Jaguar 
Football team of Southern University. 


Conference United Methodist Women celebrate our centenarians 



Thomas Reed 



Mary Olivia 
Fisher 
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News and events from the Districts, Conference and J urisdiction 


School of Mission 
Learning Center Displays 

Our UMW Districts will highlight the 
2008 studies through table displays 
which will be located along the 
hallway of the main lodge-Wesley 
Center. A table and covering will be 
provided for each district. Displays 
will be ready for viewing by 1:00 PM 
WednesdayJ uly 23rd and are to be 
taken down by Friday night,J uly 
25th. Each district will be notified 
of their assigned display topic. 

Certification and 
Credits Opportunity 

Lay Speakers who need to re-certify 
can receive a certificate of full 
participation in studies that can be 
presented to their District Lay 
Leader for review for re-certification 


2008 Calendar Deadlines for 
Local Units/Members 
to submit info to 
District Officers: 

Membership, Nurture, Outreach: 
Estelle Dameron & Youth 
Scholarship Applications 
(First Timers Only) -J une 1st 

Woman in Mission Nominations 
J une 1st 

Social Action: Charter for Racial 
J ustice Activities-J une 1st 
Education & Interpretation: 

Mission Studies & Mission Today 
Unit Reports- August 1st 
Program Resources: Reading 
Program Reports-August 1st 
For all above noted forms, contact 
your district officers and/or 
download from 
www.la-umc.org/laity/umw 


Monroe District 



Ladies of the Monroe District UMW gathered on for their study on Israel and Palestine. 
Rev. Kathy Howell served as study leader and did an excellent job as facilitator. The 
event was held at the Trinity UMC in Ruston. Georgie Lee Robinson is District President. 

New Orleans District 


The ladies of New Orleans District 
UMW will be recipients of a donation of 
Reading Program Books from the 2007 
and 2008 reading lists. With the very 
timely help of Brenda Thompson, 

Reading Program Coordinator and N.O. 
District President, Carolyn Bowers, selec¬ 
tions are being made by the ladies of the 
district and these will be a part of the 
donation from Women’s Division. 

Following Hurricanes Katrina and Rita, 
Ms. Thompson responded to requests on 


behalf of the ladies of the Lake Charles 
District with a donation of current reading 
program books. Now, New Orleans ladies 
will benefit from these same efforts. 

In addition to Brenda Thompson, 
thanks are also extended to Nell Hayes, 
Mary Ann Monk, Taylor Phillips, Sammie 
Jo Perkins, Sharon Harris, Dorothy 
Abraham, Carolyn Bowers, Fannie 
Reddix, Karen Crouch, and Bobbie 
Botsay of the Lake Charles and New 
Orleans Districts. 



Bishop and Mrs. Kay Hutchinson pose with Staphenae Carey, newly elected mem¬ 
ber of the Committee on Nominations, South Central J urisdiction Core Planning 
Team; Kathleen Conrad, Re-elected Director, Women's Division; and Conference 
President, Harriette Elrod. 


South Central Jurisdiction meets 


Louisiana Conference UMW was 
well represented as 45 Louisiana mem¬ 
bers participated proudly in the quadren¬ 
nial meeting of 2008. This is the last 
meeting of this type since core planning 
team meetings will now be a part of the 
meetings for schools of Christian 
Mission. 

Albuquerque provided a beautiful 
setting for an enjoyable meeting of the 
“Ladies in Mission.” 

Congratulations are extended to our 
own Kathleen Conrad on her re-election 
to the position of Women’s Division 
Director for the 2008-2012 term. 

Our own Pat Cobb was recognized 
for her achievements and service as out¬ 
going President of the South Central 
Core Planning Team. Staphenae Carey 
was installed as a newly elected member 
of the Core Planning Team, South 
Central Jurisdiction. 

We are also proud of Louisiana’s 
candidates Beverly T. Cox, Conference 
Spiritual Growth Coordinator and Edna 
B. Hickman, Conference Vice President. 


All of our candidates were exemplary of 
the pride and spirit of Louisiana 
Conference United Methodist Women. 

In that same spirit, Louisiana was 
represented to the highest. . . from our 
beautiful banner carried proudly in the 
processional of the opening session by 
Jeanette McCalman, Conference 
Treasurer and Edna Hickman . . to our 
outstanding table display which com¬ 
bined the use of paper dolls, a power 
point and music to bring to life the 
meeting theme “Called By Name As 
Resurrection Women.” Hats off to 
Beverly Cox, Tillie Shows, and Lana 
Lathan for their work on this table dis¬ 
play. Our conference banner was 
designed by Beverly Lawson. 

President Harriette Elrod lead the 
delegation and Bishop William and Mrs. 
Kay Hutchinson were also in the mix. 

Please be sure to view additional 
scenes from Albuquerque on the web¬ 
site. Visit www.la-umc.org/laity/umw 


Want to Attend School of Mission? 

Scholarships Available for First-Timers 
First-timers may apply for the 
Estele Dameron Scholarship. 

Young women ages 13-17 may apply for the new 
Youth Scholarship to attend. 

Check with your District Membership, 
Nurture & Outreach Coordinator or 
District UMW President for more details and 
applications! 

For Additional Info, Contact Ethel Lilly, Membership, 
Nurture & Outreach Coordinator or 
Visit the website for applications at: 
www.la-umc.org/laity/umw 
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General Conference, from page i 

Bishop Mark Hanson, presiding bishop of 
the Evangelical Lutheran Church in 
America, preached at morning worship 
April 29. The previous day, General 
Conference had approved a full commun¬ 
ion agreement with the ELCA. With the 
agreement, each church recognizes the 
other’s ministry and mission, the authentic¬ 
ity of the other’s baptism and Eucharist, 
and the full interchangeability of ordained 
ministers. The ELCA’s assembly will act 
on the agreement in 2009. 

On May 1, a day after the General 
Conference continued the Social Principles 
statement declaring homosexuality to be 
“incompatible with Christian teaching,” 
some 200 witnesses for inclusion were 
allowed to walk silently through the aisles 
of the legislative gathering. The assembly 
retained language defining marriage as a 
relationship between one man and one 
woman. 

In related action, delegates let stand lan¬ 
guage in the Book of Discipline regarding 
pastoral authority over church membership, 
even though a majority report of a legisla¬ 
tive committee recommended the congre¬ 
gation change the language to make it clear 
that pastors and congregations “are to faith¬ 
fully receive all persons who are willing to 
affirm our vows of membership.” 

Controversy has occurred over a 2005 
decision by the Judicial Council supporting 
a Virginia pastor who denied membership 
to a man in an openly homosexual relation¬ 
ship. The council reinstated the pastor, who 
had been placed on involuntary leave by 
the Virginia Annual Conference. 

Noting that United Methodist churches 
in Africa are the fastest-growing congrega¬ 
tions in the denomination, delegates 
approved a request for $20 million for 
Africa University; $10 million was already 
budgeted in apportioned funds, and $10 
million will be raised through World 
Service Special Gifts. Delegates also called 
for $2 million for United Methodist theo¬ 
logical schools in Africa. 

Delegates created a new, 24-member 
standing committee on faith and order to 
help bishops and the church reflect on mat¬ 
ters of faith, doctrinal teaching, order and 
discipline. The group will also provide 
study materials upon the request of the 
bishops, the Connectional Table or General 
Conference. 

The conference called for a continuation 
of the study of ministry. The delegates 


asked for the creation of a 28-member 
study group to address the ordering of min¬ 
istry, the separation of ordination and con¬ 
ference membership, and the streamlining 
of the ordained ministry candidacy process. 

Delegates approved the creation of a 
hymnal revision committee and authorized 
it to bring a proposed hymnal to the 2012 
General Conference. An additional group 
will investigate the possibility of an 
Africana hymnal that incorporates music 
and liturgy from Africa - as well as 
Caribbean, African-American and other 
traditions with African roots. 

Noting a general consensus to keep the 
quadrennial budget at the proposed level of 
$642 million, GCFA and the Connectional 
Table talked with the church’s general 
agencies to find other ways to raise an 
unbudgeted $3.7 million. They agreed to 
draw down their reserve funds and find the 
remaining amount in their budgets over the 
next four years. 

The $642 million budget calls for a 1.2 
percent increase over each of the four years 
from 2009 to 2012. The finance leaders 
acknowledged this increase does not keep 
up with inflation projections. 

For the first time, the budget was devel¬ 
oped on an outcome-based model shaped 
around the denomination’s four areas of 
focus: 

Developing principled Christian leaders 
for the church and the world. 

Creating new places for new people and 
renewing existing congregations. 

Stamping out diseases of poverty by 
improving health globally. 

Engaging in ministry with the poor. 

Fewer bishops 

Delegates approved a plan that will 
result in one less bishop in four of the five 
U.S. jurisdictions, beginning in 2012. In an 
April 29 legislative session, delegates 
agreed that savings from those reductions 
will be used to fund new Episcopal areas 
outside the United States. The action will 
not affect the Southeastern Jurisdiction, as 
it already elects one less bishop than the 
present formula allows. 

All constitutional amendments approved 
by a two-thirds vote of General Conference 
must be ratified by a two-thirds affirmative 
vote of the aggregate number of voting 
annual members. 

Delegates passed a constitutional 
amendment that reduces from two to one 
the number of years a person must be a 

See General Conference, pages 



General Conference delegates George "Buzzy”Anding, Rev. Bob Burgess and Dr. Anita 
Crump, front to back, listen intently during one of the many sessions that were part of 
the event held in Ft. Worth,Tex. from April 23 -May 2. 



Skip Harris, Henry Patrick,Terry Patrick Harris, Martin Payton, Ruth Patrick, Carol 
Pisarello, Billy Patrick, Melanie Patrick, Clayton Patrick, William Patrick,Randa Patrick, 
and Hayes Patrick are pictured in the courtyard of University UMC in Baton Rouge. 


University UMC - 

Candlesticks and a Bible stand sculpted 
by well-known metal sculptor Martin 
Payton were dedicated and placed on the 
altar of University United Methodist 
Church in Baton Rouge on April 20. 

The pieces were commissioned and 
given in memory of William H. Patrick, II 
by his widow Ruth Patrick and her family. 
Patrick, an active member and leader in the 
church, was a Boyd professor and director 
of the Wetland Biogeochemistry Institute at 
Louisiana State University. 


Baton Rouge 

“It was fitting that the dedication be 
held on Earth Day because Bill was known 
throughout the world for his environmental 
research with special emphasis on the 
preservation of our wetlands,” wrote Esther 
Socolofsky, chair of Worship and Arts for 
University UMC. 

Payton is a professor of fine arts and 
chair of the Department of Visual and 
Performing Arts in the College of Arts and 
Humanities at Southern University. 


Bishops Week 

June 18-21, 2008 
Ministry in Hard Places 


Keynote Speakers: 

Rev. Cecil Williams - Founder & Minister of Liberation of Glide 
Memorial United Methodist Church in San Francisco, CA 
Rev. Rudy Rasmus - Senior Pastor of St. Johns United Methodist 
Church in Houston, TX 

Workshops: “Lessons Learned in...” 

• Prison & Correctional Ministry 

• Rehabilitation & Community Development Ministry 

• 1 mmigration Ministry 

• Rural Ministry 

District Superintendent Seminar - Wednesday, June 18 

“Ministry in Hard Places - Planning for Disaster Relief” 
Rev. Tom Hazelwood, UMCOR 

Lay Leader Seminar - Wednesday, June 18 

“Congregational Conflict Management” 

Tom Porter, Executive Director, JUSTPEACE 


For more information: 800-760-8126 

www.mountsequcyahi.org 
mai 1 @ mou nts equoyah.org 
Mount Sequoyah Conference & Retreat Center 
150 NW Skyline Drive Fayetteville, Arkansas 
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St. Luke UMC - Baton Rouge 



St. Luke United Methodist Church held 
their annual United Methodist Men’s wor¬ 
ship service, centering on the theme 
’’Qualified Men Working for the Lord.” 
Rev. Manley Metoyer, assistant pastor of 
Greater Mount Gideon Baptist Church in 


Baton Rouge, delivered an inspiring ser¬ 
mon. The UMM officers for St. Luke 
UMC are Richard Singleton, president; 
Alex Augustus, vice president; William 
Collins, Jr., secretary-treasurer. Rev. Erica 
R. Jenkins serves as senior pastor. 



Asbury UMC - Natchitoches 


Handwritten ledgers with church 
records dating back to the founding of 
Asbury UMC, Nachitoches in 1866 have 
been saved through grants from the Cane 
River National Heritage Area Commission 
and La. Conference Peace with Justice 
funds. Asbury UMC has been able to 
rebind, surface clean and mend tears in the 
documents. The records have also been 
scanned onto digital images. The originals 
were encapsulated and leatherbound. 

The church has been able to create an 
online searchable database of the church’s 


historical records. The database platform 
and website were created by Ronald 
Helaire, a member of Asbury UMC. 

Asbury Roots can be found at 
www. asburyroots .com 

Above, Edward Ward and Claire Primus 
(facing camera) along with Annette 
Johnson and Clifford Blake attend a book 
signing at Asbury UMC. For information 
on applying for Peace with Justice funds, 
contact: Rev. James Graham, P. O. Box 
288, Nachitoches, LA 71457 or email jgra- 
hamm993@aol.com by May 16, 2008. 


General Conference, from page 7 

professing member of a local church 
before he or she can be a member of an 
annual conference. 

If annual conferences approve the con¬ 
stitutional amendment, deacons, associate 
members and provisional members may 
join ordained ministerial members in full 
connection in voting for delegates to 
General and jurisdictional conferences. To 
vote, local pastors must have completed 
the Course of Study or master of divinity 
degree and have served under appointment 
for two consecutive years immediately pre¬ 
ceding an election. Only ordained mem¬ 
bers in full connection with an annual con¬ 
ference may be delegates. 

Delegates adopted several resolutions 
addressing migration issues. They urged 
U.S. lawmakers to ensure that immigration 
laws don’t tear families apart, and they 
advocated for “full protection of all work¬ 
ers.” Another resolution signals the 
church’s intention to help all types of 
migrants and advocate for them. 

The United Methodist Board of Church 
and Society and the Women’s Division of 
the Board of Global Ministries will contin¬ 
ue as members in the Religious Coalition 
for Reproductive Choice. General 
Conference affirmed, 416-384, its 35-year 
relationship with the interfaith association. 

The assembly added a statement on 
abortion to the Social Principles that adds 
language offering “ministries to reduce 
unintended pregnancies” and to assist the 
ministry of crisis pregnancy and support 
centers that help women “find feasible 
alternatives to abortion.” 

Pastors or district superintendents may 
now ask the bishop to give sacramental 
authority to a deacon if an elder is not 
present. That right is confined to the loca¬ 
tion of a deacon’s primary appointment. 



CD Rsfe© 
Got You Ddwn? 

Charitable Gift Annuities 
pay up to 11.3% 


Lock in a dependable 
stream of income for your 
lifetime 

Receive a current 
charitable income tax 
deduction 

Leave a legacy to your 
faith 


(225) 346-1535 or (800) 256-9317 
www.umfgiving.org 


Two-life rates are lower. 





























o 

00 

o 

NJ 

i 

on 

O 

O 


oo 

CD 

f—¥ 

o 

D 

00 

o 

c 

CD 

rD 

\— 

> 


on 

NJ 


TO 

< 

Q_ 




NON-PROFIT 

U.S. POSTAGE 

PAID 

BATON 

ROUGE, LA 

PERMIT# 575 



Mark your calendars! 

2008 Louisiana 
Annual Conference 

Centenary College 
Shreveport, La. 
June 1-4 

Theme 

Sanctifying Grace: 
Through and Through 



Youth Insert /3-6 



St. Timothy / 7 



Friendship Plaza / 8 
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United Methodist children's homes serve state 


Editors Note: Dr. TerrelDeVille 
updates the Louisiana Conference on the 
current operational status of the Louisiana 
United Methodist Children s Homes. 

After two and a half years of working to 
combine our annual conference’s two chil¬ 
dren, youth and family agencies, a major 
piece of the task was accomplished when 
seven youth moved from Washington 
Avenue to the new site in Mandeville with 
the new name of Methodist Home for 
Children of Greater New Orleans. The 
move took place on Monday, Feb. 18, 

2008. That following Saturday, February 
23, approximately 250 people gathered in 
Mandeville at Benedict’s Plantation to cele¬ 
brate the accomplishment. 

The move is proving to be successful. 
The children have responded to the new 


setting. There were concerns at first about 
strange sounds difficult to explain, until 
one of the kids who grew up in the coun¬ 
tryside before coming into our care was 
able to educate the others, staff included, as 
to what crickets and frogs sounded like. 

We are in the process of admitting new 
residents to the group and eventually we 
will have a total of 22 boys and girls in our 
care at the home. We anticipate completing 
the transition to one children’s home by 
this summer when the Therapeutic Foster 
Care Program is transferred into the one 
operation. 

As I write this article we are rapidly 
moving toward the acquisition of a tract of 
land located in Calcasieu Parish where we 
will locate a fourth campus to our opera¬ 
tion. As previously announced we will con¬ 


struct and operate a twenty-four (24) bed 
facility to care for boys and girls in South 
West Louisiana. We expect to complete 
construction and begin operation of the 
new home during 2010. 

Once this project is completed we will 
be operating on four campuses. The main 
campus is in Ruston and named Louisiana 
Methodist Children’s Home where the 
orphanage was founded. The Outdoor 
Wilderness Learning Center (OWL) is 
where outreach and community based pro¬ 
grams are provided. The Methodist Home 
for Children of Greater New Orleans is 
located near Mandeville, La. And the 
Methodist Home of South West Louisiana 
will be located near Sulphur, La. 

See DeVille, page 8 


Entrepreneurial Ministry 



Rev. Kirbyjon Caldwell, pastor of Windsor Village United Methodist Church in Houston, the largest United Methodist church in 
the nation, discusses "Enterpreneurial Ministries" at Broadmoor United Methodist in Shreveport during a fundraising event for 
Centenary College's Christian Leadership Center on April 28. 


Kirbyjon Caldwell speaks at Shreveport fundraiser 


BY ANGELA CASON 

Dreaming big and working hard may 
be the last things that come to mind when 
you hear the words “Entrepreneurial 
Ministries,” but Pastor Kirbyjon Caldwell 
explained his model for creating innova¬ 
tive ministries as just that during a lunch 
discussion April 28 at Broadmoor United 
Methodist Church in Shreveport. 

As senior pastor of Houston’s Windsor 
Village United Methodist, the largest 
church in the denomination, Caldwell 


helped turn the church’s neighborhood 
into a hub of economic development 
using the ideas he discussed during the 
fundraiser event for Centenary College’s 
Christian Leadership Center. 

Caldwell explained the five key ele¬ 
ments needed in order for churches to 
thrive in communities, and identifying 
those start with one question: “What does 
God have on your mind for you and his 
church?” 

While entrepreneurship is often asso¬ 


ciated with money-fixated “wheeler-deal¬ 
ers,” this Wharton School of Business 
alumnus believes its true meaning lies in 
finding opportunities and taking risks for 
the sake of a vision that others haven’t 
yet seen. 

Finding that vision is the first step of 
the process. 

“Visioning begins with God. God is 
the author, architect and supplier of 
visions,” Caldwell said. “Unfortunately, 

See Caldwell, page 2 
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Louisiana Conference NOW! 


MAY 23,2008 


ON THE JOURNEY 


Seven Districts, Seven 
Superintendents! 


At long last, the wait is over. The 
final District Superintendent has been 
named and all have been “designated” 
for specific districts for the Conference 
year 2008-2009. I intentionally say 
“designated” because their appoint¬ 
ments will be fixed at the upcoming 
session of Annual Conference. Until 
then, the place of service can be 
changed, as has been the case of the 
new Alexandria District 
Superintendent. 

Rev. Ellen Alston, Associate Pastor 
at Grace United Methodist Church in 
Shreveport has graciously agreed to 
accept the appointment of District 
Superintendent. She and her son, 
Nathaniel, will be going to the 
Alexandria District as of June 2008. 
Rev. Stephen Spurlock, who had earlier 
been named as Alexandria District 
Superintendent, will instead be going 
to the Lake Charles District. This has 
worked out well for both of these 
Conference leaders and they enter 
these new fields of service with excite¬ 
ment and commitment. I am thrilled 
they will become part of the Cabinet 
and look forward to serving alongside 
them in this important part of the work 
of the church. 

As we begin the new Conference 
year, Dr. Ralph Ford will be moving to 
the Baton Rouge District and Dr. 
Ramonalynn Bethley will be moving to 
the New Orleans District. Rev. Roger 
will continue to serve in the Acadiana 
District, Dr. Bob Burgess will be in the 
Monroe District, and Rev. Doug Cain 
will serve the Shreveport District. 

I am pleased we will have such an 
outstanding group of God’s servants in 
these important roles in our common 
life. The work of a District 
Superintendent is extremely instrumen¬ 
tal to the strength of a Conference. 
These must be persons who are trusted 
by the clergy and laity of the 
Conference, as well as persons of 
integrity who can make difficult deci¬ 
sions with grace and justice and who 
can shepherd God’s people in a certain 
geographical area with compassion and 
strength. These must be persons who 
love the church and who love our Lord 
and who can impart a positive and con¬ 
tagious spirit to all those with whom 
they come into contact. They must be 
persons who can carefully keep confi¬ 
dential information because they are 
performing the sacred work of dealing 
with the lives of God’s appointed ser¬ 
vants and with the lives of God’s peo¬ 
ple who make up the congregations to 
which these appointed servants are 


assigned. 

Too many times 
there is misunder¬ 
standing among the 
people of God 
regarding pastoral 
roles and congrega¬ 
tional needs. A 
District 

Superintendent 
must be sensitive to 
both and must be 
able to articulate with clarity and car¬ 
ing how these two roles intersect and 
how those who serve and those who 
are being served are to relate to each 
other for the building of God’s 
Kingdom. A Superintendent must be 
one who can hear the needs of all peo¬ 
ple and who can interpret those needs 
so that everyone can understand and be 
supportive. 

All of us, clergy and laity alike, are 
called upon to fulfill the great commis¬ 
sion - “Go therefore and make disci¬ 
ples of all nations, baptizing them in 
the name of the Father and of the Son 
and or the Holy Spirit, teaching them 
to observe all that I have commanded 
you; and lo, I am with you always, to 
the close of the age.” (Matthew 28: 
19-20) It is the stated responsibility of 
the District Superintendent to engage 
the people of God in conversation 
about what this means and how it is to 
be lived out. It is also the role of the 
Superintendent to shepherd the flock so 
that accountability for such mission is 
held before us at all times. 

As a new Conference year looms 
near on the horizon, I invite all of us to 
pray for our District Superintendents 
that God will give them grace, insight, 
wisdom and strength to lead us forward 
as God’s church in Louisiana. It is my 
great privilege to serve alongside these 
Superintendents as they do their work. 
With our prayers they will be strength¬ 
ened, and as they are strengthened we 
will be led with greater ability that will 
in turn make us a better church. 

“O God, journey with us as we 
launch a new year and as we seek with 
all our hearts, minds, souls and 
strength to love you and our neighbors 
as we love ourselves. May this be the 
most productive year for you and your 
kingdom yet in all our history. Amen.” 

In Christ’s love, 

fall 

Bill Hutchinson 



Bishop William W. 
Hutchinson 


Leadership and 
Effective 
Management 
Conference 


Sept. 23-25,2008 
SHREVEPORT, LA 


First UMC 



Mj 


Having trouble putting 
the church puzzle pieces 
together? 


Come and learn from: 

Major church leadership experts 
Workshops on local church 
management issues 
Networking with your peers 


How do I make good decisions 
in the context of my leadership 
role?" 

"I need help managing my 
staff!" "How do I deal with the 
financial management of my 
church?" 

These and hundreds of other questions are 
pressing heavily on pastors and church 
leaders all across America today.The changes 
in our culture and our institutional 
relationships necessitate a different mode of 
structuring our churches in order to do 
effective ministry. 

Leadership and management issues become 
crucial to keeping the faith community 
functioning well and continuing to reach new 
people for Christ. 

Join us in Shreveport to learn how to 
deal with these major issues 
church leaders are facing today! 

Conference Speakers and Leaders: 


Presented by 



Bishop Robert Schnase 

Claudia Lavy 

Rev. Jessica Moffatt Seay 

Dr.Tim Walker 

Dr. Brian Bauknight 


Dr. Bob Whitesel 
David Wetzler 
Dr. Everett Piper 
Dr. David Trickett 


To register online visit www.leadershipnexus.net 


Caldwell, from page 1 

the church has surrendered visioning when 

it comes to business.” 

In order to take an idea to the next level, 
churches need to make sure their visions 
line up with their mission. All churches 
have mission statements, but they’re not all 
on a mission.” 

Caldwell, who serves as a spiritual 
adviser to President George W. Bush, said 
churches often fall into “paralysis of analy¬ 
sis” when trying to bring a vision into real¬ 
ity. In building a new ministry initiative, 
the constant “studying of studies” makes 
churches light on action steps - the objec¬ 
tives, strategies and tactics that bring the 
inspiration to life. 


“While we’re studying and trying to 
develop action steps, our community is 
going to H-E-double hockey sticks,” he 
said. “The community sees us huddling on 
Sundays, they see us huddling on 
Wednesdays, but they’re wondering when 
are we going to come out of our spiritual 
enclave and get on the court of life and 
score some points.” 

While the action steps give legs to a 
vision “so that the word can become flesh 
and dwell among us,” Caldwell said struc¬ 
tures and systems are important in produc¬ 
ing innovative and effective ministries in 
the community. “Unfortunately, in a lot of 
instances, we make the vision bow down to 
the structures and systems.” 


Louisiana Conference i MtJWl 


William W. Hutchinson Resident Bishop 

Don Cottrill Provost 

Betty Backstrom Editor 

Louisiana Conference NOW! is the newspaper of the Louisiana Annual Conference of 
The United Methodist Church and is published twice a month. 

Subscriptions are $20 for one year, $30 for two years. 

(Please make checks payable to Louisiana Annual Conference.) 

Send subscriptions, news and information to: 
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527 North Boulevard 
Baton Rouge, LA 70802 
E-mail: lanow@bellsouth.net 
(888) 239-5286 ext. 227 
(225) 346-1646, (225) 383-2652 fax 

You can find the Louisiana Annual Conference on the Internet at 
http://www.la-umc.org 
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From the Director 
of Youth Ministries 

And then the 
duck said... 

Okay so it’s likely 
that one of two things 
is going through your 
mind right now. One 
option is that you auto¬ 
matically completed 
the above sentence 
with “Quack” ‘cause 
that’s what ducks say, 
and you know what ducks say, so you 
don’t need to hear the rest of the story. 
Alternatively, you could be sitting on the 
edge of your seat waiting for me to tell you 
what the duck said because you are assum¬ 
ing it is some great punch line or, at the 
very least, you know that a talking duck is 
very exciting and would be a unique and 
exhilarating encounter. 

To be honest, those options probably 
mirror your responses to this youth edition 
of the Louisiana Now! You could be say¬ 
ing “Ehh, I know all that, I don’t need to 
read it.” Or, and this would be my prefer¬ 
ence, you could be reading it to discover 
all the unique and exhilarating encounters 
that our Conference Youth Ministries has 
to offer. I can’t promise talking ducks but I 
can promise that I and the CCYM are 
working hard to provide life changing faith 
enhancing opportunities for the youth of 
our conference and the adults who work 
with them. So go ahead and turn these 
pages with great enthusiasm. Go ahead, 
discover all the great opportunities for 
youth and youth workers in our 
Conference. I believe you’ll find some¬ 
thing a little more real and meaningful than 
a talking duck! 

Please call on me if there is any way I 
can be in ministry with you. 

And then the duck said: “Put it on my 
bill!” 

Grace & Peace! 

Tom Dolph 

Conference Director of Youth 
Ministries 



Rev.Tom Dolph 


^«rk Your Calenrf^ 

Youth and Youth Workers C alendar of Events 


I Lauisiaiifi Conference Web Page: 
http :7/wwwJa-umc.org/youth 



2008 

2009 

2010 

Diweemers Ac ad uni > © 


Mu rrh 13-15 


Perkins School of Youth Ministry © 

(Adult worker* with youth) - Dal Ins, Texas 


January S9 

January 4-7 

1 Inppcmng 2 th gradcs ^ adults) 


,liinii;in Iti-IH 

January LSI? 

CCYM Meeting 


Jujiuury 23-24 

ilibiiiiiin 22-23 

Sr, I ligli Retrosl ] 2'' 1 grades & adults) »l 

U2 


Feb 27 - Mar t 
March ft-« 

February 19-21 
February 26-2H 

Confirmation Day with ihc Bishop 


March 2» 

March 20 

YSF Sunday 


May 2 

May 2 

DC Y M J 1 mi ii in s; ( 3 3is r riel Teams ) 

• 1 inii' ft-7 

.lime 5-ft 

dune 4-5 

Louisiana Annual Conference 

dime J -4 

June 7-1(1 

June 6-9 

JYMO 

.Inly 7-11 

Spf-M-Uu 

duly 5-9 

Happening £ 2 th grades adults) 

duly 11-13 

July 10-12 

duly 9-] K 

Spi- 1 ji-Rh 


July 13-17 


LYMO (CCYM Members) 

duly 21-23 

July 20-22 

July 19-21 

Weekend tiff lie Cro^s lit monies 

duly 2d-27 

July Jil-Aug 2 


Weekend of l lie Crus*; Rustem 

duly 24-27 

July 30-Afj|* 2 


Weekend of the Crons Shreveport 

duly 24-27 

July JO-Aiaj* 2 


Fall Convolution < Youth ^ .Adults) 

September l> 

September 12 

September 11 

13i.Hi:ern i ng I he Ca 11 

(Irfuber IH-19 


Orfnher 16^1? 

JR. 1 ligli Retreat (T^ & 8 1 ' 1 grades tk Eidulls) ^1 

November 7-9 

November t3-I5 

November 12-14 

Exploration 2UQ9 Dallas. Texas 


November 13-15 


W. T. 3 Inrtdv CottVuOutiun 

\irtembcr 14-15 

Nm ember 20-2 1 



©^Activities for Adult Worker* With Youth 


COMMUNITY EXPERIENCE 

I 4 TH ,__ | 9 TH 


JU 

CANEY CONFERENCE 


For students completing through 12 th grades 


WWW.CCE2008.COM 
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DCYM Training 

for members of the District w 
Councils on Youth Ministry 

June 6 & 7,2008 

To Register Online go to 
www.la-umc.org/youth/DCYMT.php 

Register before Noon, June 2, 2008 



All 3 Events held at the Wesley Center, 

A Center for Spiritual Renewal in Woodworth 

(Fall eomroeaStetni 

A C elebration of Fun 
Fellowship, and Worship 


September 6 th ' 2008 

10:00 a.m. until 3:00 p.m. 

$ 28.00 per person 

DEADLINE Noon September 1, 2008 



Only One W a a lpsod - Be Sura to Ka gl iti r Early 

November 7 th - 9 th , 2008 


$ 80.00 Per Person 

Deadline: - Noon, November 3 r ", 2008. 



# 1 February 27 th — March t * 2009 
# 2 March 6* - March 8 th , 2009 


$ 80.00 Per Person 

Deadline for BOTH averits; Noon, February 23'*, 2009 



Opportunities 
for Adults 

Do you find yourself saying ’’But what 
about me?" Then check out these opportu¬ 
nities for those adults who work with 
youth in your local church. 

Elsewhere in this edition of the 
Louisiana Now! you will find information 
on the consultive opportunities offered by 
the Conference Office of Youth Ministries. 
We also encourage you to take advantage 
of these training experiences: 

Youth Specialties/National Youth Worker's 
Convention 

Before you register for one of these 
great training events, check with our office 
to get a discount code that will get you the 
best rate possible. (Even better than the 
Alumni rate!) For information about the 
events themselves check out 
http ://www.NYWC .com 
Perkins School of Youth Ministry 

This annual youth workers event offers 
excellent training close to home. Held in 
January each year, this event is sponsored 
by the Perkins School of Theology. The 
Conference Office of Youth Ministries 
offers a significant scholarship for this 
training. Continue to watch the NOW and 
our website for more information. 

Finally, you are highly encouraged to 
take advantage of online opportunities to 
connect with excellent resources and oth¬ 
ers in the trenches just like you. Check out 
the reources and message board links on 
our web page www.la-umc.org/youth as 
well as a couple of great national sites: 
http://www.gbod.org/youngpeople/ and 
http ://www.youthworkermovement. org/ 


Did you know 
that we can 
help... 

* Your ministry with ideas, resources, 
meetings and form? Tom is available 
to work one on one with your 
church's youth ministry to strength¬ 
en what you're already doing, train 
your leadership and/or revitalize 
your weary bones. Call on him! 

* Your youth discover a God-shaped 
perspective on sexuality? We have 
persons trained and ready to come to 
your church to present seminars to 
your Jr. or Sr. High Youth. 

* Your youth who are feeling that 
nudge into ministry? Contact us for 
information on Discerning the Call 
events,The Discerner's Academy and 
Exploration 06. 

For more information call Tom at 
(225) 346-1646 (888-239-5286) or 
visit online @ www.la-umc.org/youth 
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Project NOAH 

Project NOAH is currently seeking enthusiastic youth volunteers. 

Our volunteers, aged fourteen and older, work together to repair 
and build homes for families in the New Orleans area affected by 
Hurricane Katrina. Our goal is to improve the living conditions and 
lifestyle for families in need, which offer transforming 
experiences for volunteers and homeowners alike by sharing and 
receiving the Love of Christ. We provide youth teams with work 
projects, three meals a day, and scheduled devotions and 
activities run by devoted college students. 

June 22-August 8 

Contact: 

David Buco 
Project Director 
985-643-6437 

projectnoah@firstumcslidell.org 
www.projectnoah.net 


G.R.A.C.E. Camp 

Grace Camp is a 5 day camping experience designed to minister to some victims of 
crime that are often forgotten.They are the children of incarcerated persons. These 
children have special problems and needs; the greatest of these is to know that they are 
loved. GRACE Camp is a place where they experience the love of God and God's people. 
At GRACE Camp, they are helped to recognize their self worth, given opportunities for 
spiritual growth and time to explore what it means to live as children of God. Statistics 
have shown that these children are very likely to end up in prison themselves if some 
intervention is not done. GRACE Camp is a place to break the cycle. 

You can help! The children who attend GRACE Camp do so through scholarships. Therefore , 
financial help is needed from churches , Sunday School classes, men's & women's groups , 
community groups and individuals. You can also request a Wish List and encourage your 
group to sponsor a collection effort. 

GRACE Camp is in special need of volunteers 
to be on staff at the camps. There are many 
needy children who want to come to camp, 
and we need more generous hearts to come 
and be with these loving children. Quality 
training takes place the weekend before 
the campers arrive. 

HELP MAKE A DIFFERENCE! 

BE A PART OF GRACE CAMP! 

For more information, contact: 

Lorris or Becky Wimberly 
986-878-2700 or 985-878-9698 
P.0. Box 649 Loranger, LA 70446 


God’s 

Really 

Awesome 

Camping 

Experience 




Weekend of the Cross - Shreveport 

W.O.C. is a Christ-driven mission opportunity offered by the Shreveport District each 
year to youth (completedgrades 6-12) who feel a calling to serve Christ. The goal of 
W.O.C. is to spread the love and grace of Jesus Christ to those who are in need of help. 
W.O.C. uses repair and maintenance opportunities as a doorway to share theGood 
News of the Gospel. While at the four-day event, youthexperience 
unconditional giving like tha t of a servant. They will also experience dynamic Bible 
study, evening worship, and planned evening activities to encourage fellowship! 

Contact: 

Betty Hochstetler 
318-865-4045 
Email madybaby@aol.com 



T Gonzales W.O.C. 2008 X 
X July24-27 X 


T 

X 


1 mission opportunity for youth 


Weekend of the Cross, Gonzales, is a great 

T opportunity for adults and youth (who have 

completed grades 6th—12th) to join together in 

T local ministry. As they work to fill a real repair/ 
maintenance need for someone in the community, 
participants find themselves blessed by the 
experience, which they discover is both physical 
and spiritual. 


X 

X 

T 

T 


T 

T 

T 

T 

T 


Weekend £ 

53 SSI T 

T 
T 

X of the Cross X 

■ ^ V 


The cost for the weekend is: 
$75.00 per youth and adult 
volunteers are free. For 
more information, contact 

T Joy Comeaux at FUMC 

Gonzales at 225-647-4678 

T or log onto our website at 
www.FirstUMCGonzales.org. 


W.O.C 2008 - Ruston 
July 24-27,2008 



What is it? W.O.C. is a Christ-driven mission opportunity offered each year by 
Trinity United Methodist Church of Ruston, available to youth (completed grades 
7-12) who feel a calling to serve Christ. The goal of W.O.C. is to spread the love and 
grace of Jesus Christ to those who aare in need of help. W.O.C. uses repair and 
maintenance 

opportunities as a doorway to share the Good News of the Gospel. While at the 
four-day event, youth and adults experience unconditional giving like that of a 
servant.They will also experience dynamic Bible study, evening worship, and 
planned evening activities to encourage fellowship! 

Where is it? W. O. C. is held in Ruston and is sponsored by Trinity United Methodist 
Church. Youth and adults worship and gather together at Trinity UMC. Rooms and 
meals are 

provided a t La. Tech University. Both are loca ted off 1-20 a t Exit 84. 

What is the cost? The cost for the weekend is $125 per person (this includes youth 
and adults).This cost covers room and meals, materials for the projects, supple¬ 
mental 

insurance, and worship facilitators. A limited number of scholarships will be avail¬ 
able for those who register early. 

How do I register? Call Rev. Brian Mercer at (318) 251-0758. Note that one adult 
must accompany every five youth. A non-refundable $50 deposit is required for 
each person upon registration. After registration and deposit is received, a packet 
of information will be sent to you that will include important information and 
release forms. Space is limited! 
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Funds for youth projects were raised during the Youth Service Fund special offerings 


Youth Service Fund (YSF) is the United 
Methodist mission fund supported by 
youth. YSF provides a way for youth to be 
in real ministry with each other. United 
Methodist teens raise money for other teens 
doing ministry in their churches and com¬ 
munities impacting poverty, illiteracy, 
delinquency, and social justice. 

In 2007 Louisiana United Methodist 
Youth took in over $12,000 in Youth 
Service Funds. This places us in the top 10 
giving conferences across the connection. 
These contributions allowed us to support 
the following ministries through our 2007 
grants. 

Project NOAH 

Project Noah is designed to help in need 
residents with home repair in the Slidell 
and New Orleans area. Need is based on 
level of financial and physical capabilities. 
Residents helped usually have no insur¬ 
ance, receive low incomes, are disabled or 


elderly, or have few other resources to aid 
them in rebuilding. Cases are selected 
based on application information received 
by UMCOR (United Methodist Committee 
on Relief) and Slidell First United 
Methodist Church. Project NOAH plans to 
help between 15 and 20 families this sum¬ 
mer. The work program is designed to help 
residents and youth as well as the larger 
church and area community. 

Weekend of the Cross, Northshore 
Weekend of the Cross was begun at 
Trinity UMC, Ruston several years ago. 
Since then it has "sprouted up" in 
Shreveport, Gonzales and now along the 
Northshore. This weekend event for youth 
pairs home repair and spiritual growth in 
powerful and meaningful ways. We are 
excited to be able to support The 
Northshore Weekend of the Cross in its 
inaugural year. 


Happening 

We also supported the ongoing ministry 
of this spiritual life weekend event for 
youth. These weekend events occur twice a 
year and allow youth to share with youth 
the ways in which God has touched their 
lives, thus providing opportunity for God’s 
transforming love to once again work its 
way into the hearts and minds of young 
people. 

Zachary UMC, Youth Band 

Music is such an integral part of adoles¬ 
cent development and worship. This grant 
will enable youth not only to participate in 
wonderful worship opportunities, but also 
allow them to provide worship leadership 
for their peers, church and community. 
CCYM Sound Equipment 

Through YSF we have been able to 
expand and improve our sound system 
which allows us to better communicate 
through word and music at all our confer¬ 


ence wide events. 

Though YSF Sunday is typically the 
first Sunday in May, an offering may be 
accepted any other Sunday your church 
designates. We are happy to receive YSF 
contributions year round. Offering 
envelopes may be ordered from the confer¬ 
ence office at no cost to you. "Youth 
Service Fund” recognition certificates may 
also be obtained to honor someone in a 
special way by giving a gift to YSF. 

If you would like additional informa¬ 
tion, please contact Director of Youth 
Ministry for the Louisiana Annual 
Conference, 1-888-239 5286 or 225-346 
1646 or email: TomDolph@la-umc.org or 
write 527 North Blvd., Baton Rouge, LA 
70802. Web page: http://www.la- 
umc.org/youth You can also find some 
great info at www.gbod.org/youngpeo- 
plends for youth projects. 


For free YSF offering envelopes call 225.346.1646 or email tomdolph@la-umc.org 


Top 10 Giving 

Churches in 2007 

MUNHOLLAND UMC *++ 

$1,887.00 


FIRST UMC/ MONROE * 

$745.00 


FIRST UMC/ DENHAM SPRINGS 

$646.00 

* = also top 

ALDERSGATE UMC 

ASBURY UMC/ LAFAYETTE * 

$492.00 

$447.00 

10 in 2006 

FIRST UMC/ ALEXANDRIA * 

$427.00 

++ = No. 1 in 

PHARR CHAPEL UMC 

$323.00 

YSF giving 

NOLLEY MEM UMC/ JENA 

$281.00 

2005,2006, 

BETHANY UMC/ NEW ORLEANS 

$200.00 

SUMMER GROVE UMC 

$181.00 

2007 


NEW ORLEANS $3,237.61 

MUNHOLLAND UMC 

ALDERSGATE UMC 

BETHANY UMC/ NEW ORLEANS 

CORNERSTONE UMC 

HARTZELL UMC 

RAYNE MEMORIAL UMC 

ELIZABETH SULLIVAN MEM UM 

COVENANT UMC 

GRETNA UMC 

FIRST UMC/ COVINGTON 

BUSH UMC 

FIRST UMC/SLIDELL 

BATON ROUGE $1,223.54 

FIRST UMC/ DENHAM SPRINGS 

BROADMOOR UMC 

FIRST UMC/ BATON ROUGE 

ST ANDREW'S UMC 

LEE'S LANDING UMC 

MOSES CHAPEL UMC 

ETHEL UMC 

ST FRANCISVILLE UMC 

DARLINGTON UMC 

SLAUGHTER UMC 

INGLESIDE UMC 

ST LANDRY UMC / GONZALES 

ZACHARY UMC 

FIRST UMC/ PONCHATOULA 

BEECH GROVE UMC 

DAYS UMC 

ROBERTS UMC 

MONROE 

FIRST UMC/ MONROE $1,104.00 
ST PAUL'S UMC/MONROE 


TRINITY UMC/ RUSTON 
BARTHOLOMEW UMC 
FARMERVILLE UMC 
GRACE UMC/ RUSTON 
JONESBORO UMC 
NEW HOPE UMC 
WESLEY CHAPEL UMC 
CROWVILLE UMC 
WISNER UMC 

ALEXANDRIA $1,054.70 

FIRST UMC/ALEXANDRIA 
NOLLEY MEM UMC/JENA 
HORSESHOE DRIVE UMC 
MANY UMC 
POLLOCK UMC 
FIRST UMC/ PINEVILLE 
ASBURY UMC/ NATCHITOCHES 
ST MARK'S UMC 
WILTON UMC 
FIRST UMC/ BOYCE 


NOLLEY MEM UMC/JENA 
COLLEGE AVENUE UMC 
EMMANUEL UMC 
SHREVEPORT $716.00 
SUMMER GROVE UMC 
ASBURY UMC 

GRACE COMMUNITY CHURCH 
IDA UMC 

SHONGALOO UMC 
PLEASANT HILL UMC 
COUSHATTA UMC 
WESLEY CHAPEL UMC 
WESLEY UMC/ MANSFIELD 
OAK GROVE UMC 
NORTH HIGHLANDS UMC 
FAIRVIEW UMC 
ELLERBE ROAD UMC 
BARKSDALE UMC 
BAYOU SCIE UMC 
BONCHEST UMC 


FIRST UMC/SHREVEPORT 
LOGANSPORT UMC 
MCDONALD UMC 
MT MARIAH UMC 
NOEL MEMORIAL UMC 
ZWOLLE UMC 
ELLERBE ROAD UMC 
BETHEL UMC 
FIRST UMC/ MANSFIELD 
FIRST UMC/ BOSSIER CITY 
HALL SUMMIT UMC 
PLAIN DEALING UMC 
CROSSROADS UMC 
ROUND GROVE UMC 
ST PAUL UMC/ SHREVEPORT 
LOGANSPORT UMC 
ACADIANA $437.00 
ASBURY UMC/ LAFAYETTE 
PHARR CHAPEL UMC 
PORT BARRE UMC 
CLANTON CHAPEL UMC 
LUTCHER CHAPEL UMC 
CHURCH OF THE COVENANT 
FIRST UMC/ LAFAYETTE 
LOUISIANA MEM UMC 
LUTCHER UMC 
LAKE CHARLES $99.00 
FIRST UMC/ LKCHAS 
FIRST UMC/DERIDDER 
WESLEY UMC/SULPHUR 
ROANOKE UMC 
MALLALIEU UMC/JENNINGS 
HACKBERRY UMC 
BRANCH UMC 


W.O.C.- Northshore, "The Church Has Left The Building!" 


The Weekend of the Cross comes to the 
Northshore area of Louisiana this summer, 
July 24 - 27th, 2008. The leadership team 
has been hard at work planning this Christ 
driven mission opportunity in the Baton 
Rouge and New Orleans Districts. The 
Northshore WOC theme is John 17:18. 
Jesus says, “As you have sent me into the 
world, so I have sent them into the world.” 
The emphasis of the weekend is being the 
hands and the heart of Christ. 

The event is open to youth who have 
completed grades 6-12. Every church 
must provide one adult and vehicle for 
every four youth. The Northshore WOC 
will be based out of St. Timothy on the 
Northshore UMC in Mandeville. Cost for 
the weekend is $85 per person (before June 
1) and $110 (after June 1). This covers 
room, meal, materials for the projects and 
worship leaders. Final deadline for regis¬ 
tration is July 1st. Registration and further 
information may be done online at the 
website, 


www.highwayyouth.com/woc.html. 

WOC is pleased to have “Deech” Kirk 
as our speaker in worship. Deech served 
as youth minister of Brentwood United 
Methodist Church for six years before 
becoming the Executive Director of the 
Center for Youth Ministry Training in 
2006. He is also one of the co-authors of 
Now What? Next Steps in your Life with 
Christ and regularly writes for Barefoot 
Ministries. Deech is also a youth ministry 
consultant with Youth Ministry Architects. 

Providing music for the WOC is the 
band, Mark’d. It is comprised of Ben 
Backus, Stephen Lynch, and Gavin 
McKinney who live in Ruston, Louisiana 
and attend Louisiana Tech University. 
Besides playing for many retreats and con¬ 
ferences in Louisiana, Texas, and 
Mississippi they have also opened for the 
Nashville-based band Mikeschair. Ben, 
Stephen, and Gavin all love the Lord and 
desire to share their passion for Jesus 
Christ with others. 


We would love to have you us for the 
Northshore WOC this summer. 



Discerning 
[IP the Call 

an exploration event for persons 
between 16 and 25 years of age 
interested in professional 
ministry 

October 18-19,2008 
Wesley Center 
Woodworth, Louisiana 

If you feel that you are being led by 
God to consider ministry as a 
professional vocation , then your 
participation in the Discerning The Call 
retreat would be very beneficial 

Cost: $25.00 
Friday Lodging: $40.00 
Registration after October 3 
add $10.00 

Registration forms can be obtained 
online at 

www.la-umc.org or by 
contacting John Edd Harper at 
225-346-1646. 

Send your registration form and 
check to: 

John Edd Harper 
527 North Boulevard 
Baton Rouge, LA 70802 

This event is sponsored by the 
Louisiana Conference Board of 
Ordained Ministry 

IS GOD CALLING YOU?! 


Looking for us? 

Tom Dolph, Conference Director of 
Youth Ministry 
tomdolph@la-umc.org 

Shirlene Spears, 

Administrative Assistant 
shirlens@bellsouth.net 

527 North Blvd Baton Rouge 70802 
Phone: 225.346.1646/ 888.239.5286 
Fax: 225.383.3144 
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St.Timothy on the Northshore UMC 



In September of 2007, a letter was sent 
to all of the United Methodist bishops 
throughout the connection in the United 
States. The letter asked for a picture of the 
bishop and a few words of encouragement 
for the confirmands at St. Timothy-on-the- 


Northshore United Methodist Church. The 
letters, above, and a map showing the dif¬ 
ferent annual conferences was used to illus¬ 
trate the connectional relationship of The 
United Methodist Church for the 2008 con¬ 
firmation class. 



First UMC - Minden 


On Sunday, April 20, Minden FUMC 
celebrated “Music Ministry Sunday” with 
all choirs and music groups leading in the 
10:30 a.m. worship service and wearing 
their new robes for the very first time. A 
beautiful worship display featuring the role 
of music in the church was arranged on 
and around the altar table. Pastor John 
Cannon led the congregation in a 
“Dedication of Musicians” litany from the 
UM Book of Worship and delivered a short 
message about the role of music in worship 
from Psalm 150. 


Minister in Music Dr. Dan Gibbs will 
soon comple seven years as the church’s 
first fulltime music minister. 

He leads three children’s choirs, includ¬ 
ing The Cherub Children, The SonShine 
Singers, and The Carpenter’s Children; a 
children’s handbell choir, The 
ChimeTimers; an adult handbell choir, The 
Excelsior Ringers; and The Chancel Choir. 

Dr. Gibbs also founded and directs The 
Minden Community Chorus, representing 
over 20 churches in the Webster-Claibome 
Parish area. 



Shreveport District 


The Shreveport District Mission/Laity 
Banquet was held March 30 at St. Luke’s 
United Methodist Church in Shreveport. 

Rev. Jerry Hilbun, Lake Charles District 
Superintendent, was the featured speaker. 
Hilbun, who lived through Hurricane 
Katrina and its aftermath in Slidell, spoke 


about those experiences. He informed the 
attendees about the continuing need for 
work teams to come to the Lake Charles 
District for storm recovery work. The pic¬ 
ture above shows some of those who 
attended the banquet and represented their 
churches. 



“Divas, Duets, Desserts,” the inau¬ 
gural concert presented by The Community 
Choir of First United Methodist Church of 
Baker, was held April 13. Directed by Dr. 
Lori Bade, the choir has 19 members from 
five different community churches. 

First UMC, Baker is in the Baton Rouge 
District. 

Included in the program were a number 
of operatic solos or duets sung by LSU 
graduate students of Dr. Bade. The choir 
sang numbers from four Broadway musi¬ 
cals plus a lively spiritual song entitled 
“Over My Head.” 

A dessert reception was held in the 
church Family Room following the per¬ 
formance. 


The event is the first of three con¬ 
certs that are planned for the Community 
Choir. A second performance was held 
May 18 at 3 p.m. and consisted of spiritu¬ 
als sung by the choir, with participation by 
Bade’s LSU students. The third concert is 
slated for June 29 at 3 p.m., featuring a 
program of patriotic music. 

For those who like good music and 
fellowship, the church invites the public to 
come and enjoy an hour of musical enter¬ 
tainment followed by refreshments and fel¬ 
lowship. The Community Choir is open to 
anyone in the Baker community that likes 
to sing. Rehearsals are on Wednesday 
evenings at 6 p.m. 



First UMC - Lafayette 

On the third Wednesday of each month, 


a group of young folks (55 and older) gath¬ 
er in the social hall of First United 
Methodist Church in Lafayette. The group 
is called “Guess Who?” and every month 
the gathering consists of a themed pot luck 
luncheon, a short devotional, fellowship 
and board games. 

Last month, the theme was “April 
Showers.” Each guest was encouraged to 
wear their rain gear and bring umbrellas. 
The tables were decorated with umbrellas 
of various designs and colors. While rubber 
boots and hats decorated the registration 
table, not one drop of rain spoiled the gath¬ 
ering. Even though it is considered bad 
luck to open an umbrella inside a building, 
no one suffered the consequences. 

Rev. Jan Hamilton gave a short devo¬ 
tional on a Christian totem pole from 
Alaska that was owned by Dot Thurmond, 


who traveled with Louisiana Volunteers in 
Mission to Alaska. Pictured above is Jerry 
Agnew in her rain “regalia.” 


McKay to speak at Laity breakfast 


Rev. Katie McKay, associate pastor of 
Asbury UMC in Bossier City, is the fea¬ 
tured speaker for the Board of Laity 
Breakfast at Annual Conference this year. 
Described as a “talented and inspiring 
speaker” by BOL member Carolyn Dove, 
Rev. McKay is one of our newest seminary 
graduates. At Garrett-Evangelical 
Theological Seminary, where she attended 
after finishing Centenary College, Katie 
was given the Styberg Award for 
Excellence in Preaching, the Field 
Education Award for Promise in Christian 


Ministry, and the Myrtle Saylor Speers 
Award for women in ministry. Her focus 
and motivation for ministry, she says, pri¬ 
marily centers around evangelism. 

The Laity Breakfast will be held June 3 
at 7 a.m. at Centenary College’s cafeteria. 
The donation for the breakfast is $12 with 
the net profit going to the Daughenbaugh- 
Matheny Scholarship. Tickets will be sold 
at the District Pre-Conference meetings 
and other events by the District Lay 
Leaders. Please contact your District office 
for further information. 
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United Methodists and Episcopalians confer 



Rev. Doug Mills, Bishop William W. Hutchinson and Dr.Tom Ferguson are pictured above 
at St. James Episcopal Church in Baton Rouge for one of two conferences preparing the 
United Methodist and Episcopalian denominations for a shared Eucharistic experience. 



Friendship Plaza at Mt. Sequoyah nears completion 


The Episcopal Dioceses in Louisiana, 
along with the Louisiana area of The 
United Methodist Church, sponsored two 
conferences in preparation for Eucharistic 
sharing between United Methodists and 
Episcopalians. 

“Exploring Our Shared Heritage: A 
Preparation for Eucharistic Fellowship” 


was held May 13 in Baton Rouge at St. 
James Episcopal Church and May 14 at 
The Wesley Center in Woodworth. 

Presenters included Dr. Thomas 
Ferguson of the Episcopal Church and 
Rev. Dr. Douglas Mills of The United 
Methodist Church. 


The 20th Annual South Central 
Jurisdiction Work Week at Mount 
Sequoyah concluded with a record number 
of volunteers from seven states and eight 
conferences. They painted, sanded, stained, 
remodeled bathrooms, worked on the 


grounds and landscaping, carpentry, 
Friendship Plaza, and many other projects. 
The Louisiana VIM Team is pictured with 
the bronze sculpture of the eight-foot 
Louisiana alligator that will be placed in 
the Louisiana Friendship Plaza. 


DeVil I e, from page 1 

In addition, we presently have Regional 
offices in Baton Rouge, Pineville, Monroe, 
and Shreveport, offering Family Services 
of varying types on an outreach communi¬ 
ty based manner. We project adding addi¬ 
tional regional offices in the Greater New 
Orleans area, Lafayette, and possibly other 
sites within the next couple of years. 

Once this plan is accomplished we will 
be able to respond to families seeking our 
help throughout our state and annual con¬ 
ference at a much greater level of effec¬ 
tiveness. 

We have and are becoming a much 
more comprehensive and complex organi¬ 
zation in order to accomplish our ministry. 
Questions are being raised, like “Can I 
support one of these projects or do I have 
to support all?” Truth of the matter is when 
you support one you are supporting all. All 
are part of the whole and just as when you 
care for part of yourself you are caring for 
all of you. However you still have the 
option of singling out one part to sponsor. 
You may select which campus, even which 
program on that campus, you wish to help. 
Our staff is ready and willing to assist you 
in making that happen. We need you to 
direct your gifts to our main office which 
is RO. Box 929; Ruston, LA 71273-0929 
since all the business procedures for all 
operations are being handled there. The 
telephone number is (318) 255-5020. 

Without your partnership our mission 
could not be accomplished. Together we 
are “Guiding Children and Families Home 
to Experience God’s Love by Following 
the Teachings of Christ.” 

Yours in Christ’s Service, 



Terrel J. DeVille 


Don’t Wait ... 

Gift Annuity Rates Are 

1r 


Single Life* 
Charitable Gift Annuity 
Rates 
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''Two-life rates are lower. 


UNITED METHODIST 

FOUNDATION 

- of Louishim/ - 

“Where Faith and Money Come Together” 
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Act now to lock in these higher 
rates of lifetime income! 

New gift annuity payout rates set by the 
American Council on Gift Annuities will be 
.2 to .8% lower when they take effect July 1, 
2008. 

But you can still create income 
for yourself now and support 
your church forever . 


225.346.1535 or 800.256.9317 

www.umfgiving.org 
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For daily minutes, 
photos and complete 
information from the 
2008 La. Annual 
Conference 
in Shreveport, visit the 
La. Conference web site 
at 

www.la-umc.org 
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Sanctifying You Through and Through 7 is 2008 theme 


BY BETTY BACKSTROM 

More than 1,000 United Methodists 
from around the state gathered at 
Centenary College in Shreveport June 1-4 
for the 2008 Annual Conference. 

“Sanctify You Through and Through” 
was the theme for this year’s event. The 
focus on Sanctifying Grace continued a 
quadrennial theme of Grace from the 
Wesleyan Tradition, with previous themes 
being Prevenient Grace (2005), Justifying 
Grace (2006), and Means of Grace 
(2007). 

The Memorial and Communion 


Service was held Sunday night at Asbury 
United Methodist Church in Bossier City. 
Retired Bishop J. Woodrow Hearn, elect¬ 
ed to the episcopacy by the South Central 
Jurisdictional Conference in July 1984, 
served as speaker. Bishop Hearn, bom in 
McIntyre, La., served a number of 
appointments in the Louisiana 
Conference, including Lake Charles 
District Superintendent, pastor of First 
UMC in Baton Rouge, and Secretary of 
the Conference. 

Ken Medema, music leader for the 
2008 session of conference, performed a 


concert on Monday night during a wor¬ 
ship service in the Gold Dome on 
Centenary’s campus. Medema, a nation¬ 
ally popular musician, lives in the San 
Francisco Bay area of California. He has 
performed for many denominational 
youth gatherings, on globally televised 
religious programs and other annual 
assemblies of national organizations. 

Ten persons were ordained elder in 
full connection with the conference dur¬ 
ing the Service of Ordination and 
Commissioning, held Tuesday night at 

See Conference, page 7 




Members of the Louisiana Annual 
Conference gathered June 1-4 in the 
Gold Dome on Centenary College in 
Shreveport, La. Participants of this year's 
event, right, listened intently to a pres¬ 
entation made during Monday morn¬ 
ing's Laity Session in the Dome. Bishop 
Woodrow Hearne, above, delivered the 
sermon during Sunday night's Memorial 
and Communion Service, held at Asbury 
United Methodist Church in Bossier City. 
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ON THE JOURNEY 

Standing in My Father's Socks 


When I dressed for the day on 
Sunday, April 27th, I dug in the socks I 
had taken to General Conference with 
me and found an old gray pair that would 
work fine with my gray suit. When I put 
them on I realized they were ’’old 
timers”, but they would work. Soon I 
was out of the hotel and down the street 
to the convention center ready for the 
activity of the day. 

One of the agenda items that morning 
was the recognition of those Bishops 
who would be retiring as of September 1, 
2008. Of course, my name was among 
them and I stood proudly but with mixed 
emotions when my name was called. 
There’s just something unnerving about 
the official announcement that your 
active days as a professional are coming 
to a formal end and you will soon be 
’’unemployed" except for the ways in 
which you design work for yourself and 
for the things for which you have person¬ 
al passion and commitment. 

The time of recognition was relatively 
short and we were then plunged into the 
business for the morning. My mind 
quickly was engaged in all that was 
before us for consideration and thoughts 
of ending my term as bishop were rele¬ 
gated to the back of my mind. 

At the end of the day, when I sat 
down to remove my socks, it suddenly 
dawned on me just what socks these 
were. When my father died in 
November of 1971 I took several items 
of his clothing, especially good pairs of 
socks, and put them in my wardrobe. I 
think nearly every item I took at that 
time has either been worn out or discard¬ 
ed by now. This one lone pair of socks is 
about all I have left. Was it by divine 
design or by accident that I ended up in 
them that morning? I like to believe it 
was more than happenstance. It was a 
divine sign for me. 

My father was 56 years old when he 
died suddenly on November 29, 1971 of 
cardiac arrest. He was an active, robust 
man, full of life and fully alive! His 
death was a major shock to all of us. He 
was in the height of his professional life 
and everything was positive for him. He 
hadn't even begun to think about a time 
of retirement. That was something for 
the future. But for him it never came. 

It was sobering on that Sunday night 
to realize I had stood for the announce¬ 
ment of my own retirement while wear¬ 
ing my father's socks! In a way it felt 
good to know that I had lived long 
enough to reach this place in my profes¬ 
sional life. I am now a little more than 
ten years older than my father was when 
he died. Frankly, there were several 
years when I was convinced I would 
never be able to achieve this age. 

The next day, Monday, April 28 was 
even more revolutionary for me. In the 



Bishop William 
W. Hutchinson 


I evening session of the 
I Conference, legisla¬ 
tion was introduced 
that would extend the 
mandatory retirement 
Jage for bishops by 
Itwo years. It was 
I well received by the 
I delegates and then an 
amendment was pro¬ 
posed that it become 
effective immediately. 
Without discussion, the new legislation 
passed and suddenly my mandatory 
retirement had flown out the window and 
I was now faced with the option to con¬ 
tinue in the office of bishop for four 
more years or continue with my plans for 
retirement. Talk about a shock! I’ve 
never had anything quite so dramatic laid 
at my feet. 

Ever since that legislation passed Kay 
and I have been in a whirlwind of deci¬ 
sion making. What to do? Do we 
extend our service years, or do we follow 
through with the plans we have been 
making the past several years for retire¬ 
ment? It has certainly brought us to our 
knees and has enlivened our conversa¬ 
tions considerably! 

And I have thought about my father’s 
socks. Were they a divine sign that I had 
reached a milestone that should be 
observed? Or were they a reminder that 
although I stood in his socks, I was 
standing in my own shoes! And as an 
inhabitant of my own shoes, I have to 
charter my own steps and walk my own 
path. His socks got me to something he 
never reached. My shoes can get me to 
something I still have the privilege of 
doing - continuing to serve in an active 
capacity and leading Louisiana United 
Methodism into a new quadrennium with 
a new emphasis on the gifts of God for 
us and how we respond to those gifts as 
a grateful and willing people. 

Prayerful discernment has led Kay 
and me to the decision to continue in our 
service for another four years. We are 
excited, energized and fully at peace with 
this decision and are eagerly looking 
toward the future! I am grateful for 
reminders of the shoulders on which I 
stand as I enter this phase of my life. 

And I am ready to take responsibility for 
my own decisions as to what my next 
step should be. Shoes, socks and every¬ 
thing that go with a long walk are togeth¬ 
er. "Guide my steps Lord, while I run 
this race, for I don't want to run this race 
in vain." 


In Christ's love, 


fall 


Bill Hutchinson 



Delegates to General Conference discuss the petition dealing with clergy effectiveness 
and annual appointments during the meeting in Fort worth,Texas. 


Assembly sets guidelines on clergy effectiveness 


FORT WORTH, Texas (UMNS)- 
Delegates to the 2008 United Methodist 
General Conference approved a petition 
dealing with clergy effectiveness and annu¬ 
al appointment, and also outlined condi¬ 
tions under which a pastor’s appointment 
may be terminated. 

The delegates, following the recommen¬ 
dations of the ministry and higher educa¬ 
tion legislative committee, voted 696-24 to 
amend and approve a petition related to 
Paragraph 334 of the denomination's Book 
of Discipline to give bishops procedures 
for terminating an ineffective pastor's 
appointment. 

The Book of Discipline specifies 
responsibilities that an elder in The United 
Methodist Church must fulfill. Those 
responsibilities, outlined in Paragraph 340, 
are derived from authority given by ordina¬ 
tion, according to the book. Elders are 
responsible for the "ministry of Word, 
Sacrament, Order and Service" within the 
church and serve in the church and the 
world. 

The delegates voted on the process for a 
guaranteed or annual appointment and 
what would occur if an elder does not ful¬ 
fill his or her responsibilities. The basis for 
an elder's continued eligibility for appoint¬ 
ment includes availability; annual partici¬ 
pation in an evaluation process with a pas¬ 
tor-parish relations committee or compara¬ 
ble authority; annual evaluation with a dis¬ 
trict superintendent; evidence of continuing 


effectiveness reflected in annual evalua¬ 
tions by the pastor-parish relations commit¬ 
tee, the district superintendent or compara¬ 
ble authority; professional growth through 
continuing education and formation; and 
willingness to supervise or mentor. 

The delegates gave bishops an evalua¬ 
tive process to complete when an elder's 
effectiveness is being considered. The 
approved petition allows bishops to identi¬ 
fy the concern, engage in conversations 
with the elder, design a corrective plan of 
action, and set a realistic expectation of 
future effectiveness. 

After evaluation, if an elder has not 
increased competency or effectiveness as 
defined by the conference board of 
ordained ministry or cabinet "and/or does 
not accept the appointment determined by 
the bishop, then an appointment may be 
forfeited and the provisions of Paragraph 
362 (of the Book of Discipline) may be 
invoked." 

Paragraph 362 deals with complaint 
procedures, the supervisory response and 
due process, and remedial action. 

The delegates rejected petitions request¬ 
ing that bishops appoint a pastor to less 
than full-time service. The petition involv¬ 
ing clergy evaluations would have allowed 
a district superintendent to initiate chang¬ 
ing a pastor's conference relationship if 
three evaluations found the pastor to be 
ineffective and not likely to become effec¬ 
tive through training and counseling. 
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Daughenbaugh - Matheny scholars honored 
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The recipients are listed below by the Connell, Emma Cook, Jessica Cosenza, 
school each is attending: Leah Dark, Sarah Duet, Danielle 

Centenary Dupree, Jason Harris, Priscilla 

Andrew Karr Bowers, Betsy Hawthorne Caitlin Hogan, Carrie Ann 

Carpenter, Sara Carpenter, Anna Jones, Noah O’Dell, Macy Stockton, 


Stutts Teauseau 

Shreveport Shreveport 

April Stutts, and Marissa Teaseau. 

Dillard 

Joshua Bouligny, Nikia Childers, and 
Deveney Marshall. 


Churches are invited to 'Be Radical! 


Ordination and 
Commisioning 
Service held 

Ordination and Commissioning 
Services were held June 3 at 7:30 p.m. in 
the sanctuary of First United Methodist 
Church in Shreveport. 

Bishop William W. Hutchinson served 
as preacher at the service, with a sermon 
title of "Carryin' Fire in a Horn." 

Immediately following, a reception was 
held for those being commissioned, 
ordained and retirees in the Shreveport 
Municipal Auditorium. 

Pre-service music was performed by 
Ken Medema, music leader for this year’s 
annual conference. The Chancel Choir of 
First United Methodist Church, Monroe 
performed during the service under the 
direction of Rev. Kem Alexander, Director 
of Music Ministries for First UMC in 
Monroe. 

Ten persons were ordained elders and 
received into full connection with the con¬ 
ference. They are: Elaine Melissa Burleigh, 
Eunice Ncube Chigumira, Simon 
Chigumira, Elenora Mackey Cushenberry, 
Shannon Casey DeLaureal, Joseph Zhong 
Guo, Juan Carlos Huertas, Jerry Lee 
Johnson, Anice Nichols Moses and Jimmy 
Lee Owens, Jr. 

Bruce Lenal Brown, Sr. was received 
into full connection by having his elders 
orders recognized from another denomina¬ 
tion. 

Sarah Williams Shoup, Ann Mangham 
Trousdale and Dawn Buchanan Young 
were ordained deacon and received into 
hill connection with the conference. 

Eddie Carpenter, Joseph August 
Robideaux, Lane Cotton Winn and Gloria 
Lynne Youngblood were commissioned as 
probationary elders. 

Laralee Wiggins DeHart and Valerie 
Olson Robideaux were commissioned as 
probationary deacons. 

A special offering taken during the serv¬ 
ice was dedicated toward helping the 
Conference provide ordinands with an 
opportunity to tour the Holy Land. 

Glenmora UMC to 
hold concert 

Glenmora United Methodist Church 
will host one of America’s most exciting 
gospel Artist, Ivan Parker, at a concert on 
Friday, Sept. 26 at 7 p.m. in the Glenmore 
High Dramatic Arts Building. 

Parker is "taking the country by storm" 
with numerous appearances on national 
television, including guest appearances on 
the Gaither Homecoming video series. 

Parker is a veteran of the gospel music 
industry. He was voted Favorite Male 
Vocalist seven years (1989-1995) and 
Favorite Lead Vocalist for six consecutive 
years for the Southern Gospel Singing 
News Fans Awards. 

Concert goers will enjoy old time 
favorites, his greatest hits and progressive 
southern to inspirational music. 

Tickets for the event are $12. Contact 
Jeri Mizell at (318) 748-8286 or Lil 
Hollingsworth at (318) 748-4138. 


Several conferences and thousands of 
churches have turned to Igniting Ministry, 
the denomination’s Advertising and 
Welcoming Ministry at United Methodist 
Communications, for tips and tools to 
implement "Radical Hospitality." 

Through the language of television, 
United Methodist Communications offers 
messages with the identity promise of 
"Open hearts. Open minds. Open doors." In 
addition to these public invitations, the 
ministry also encourages churches to 
embrace a lifestyle of intentional welcom¬ 
ing of all people. 

In the next four years, the Louisiana 
Conference will partner with United 
Methodist Communications to implement 
and help track the impact of Igniting 


Ministry. Welcoming training and certifica¬ 
tion, special advertising test activities, and 
many free resources will be part of this 
arrangement. To begin our work together, 
we encourage you to participate in the 
Back-to-School emphasis on "The Gift" 
message. 

We hope that you will support this effort 
in these ways: 

Plan a special "Open House" activity 
during September, ve a picnic or concert on 
the church lawn. Do a community clean-up 
day and invite the neighborhood to help 
you. Be creative! Look for more "Open 
House" ideas at IgnitingMinistry.org. 

Be intentional about inviting friends, 
relatives, associates, and neighbors 
(FRAN) to worship and other church activ- 


Share your Gifts' 

ities during September. The national mes¬ 
sage of "The Gift" also has many advertis¬ 
ing and worship materials you can use at 
your church. Explore and download these 
free resources at the Igniting Ministry 
Media Warehouse (MediaWarehouse.org). 

Help track the number of first-time 
guests that come to your church during 
August, September, and October. Ask how 
they found your church. 

Work toward becoming a Certified 
Welcoming Congregation. More than 720 
churches around the country have attained 
this status. Get started by downloading the 
certification checklist at 
IgnitingMinistry.org. If you have questions, 
contact Betty Backstrom, director of 
Communications, at (225) 346-1646. 
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AWARDS 



United Methodist 
Women's Award 



Sojurner Truth 
Award 



John Wesley 
Fellow Award 


Lueburda Myers 


Cheryl Edney Rev. James Poole 



Charles Goodgame 
Award 

Larry Clanton 



Champions for 
Christ Award 

Rev. Charles Hill 



Harry Denman 
Evangelism Award 

Rev. Robert Johnson 



Flame and Torch 
Award 


Rev. James Poole 



Sarah Schoeffler 
Award 

Judy Zollinger 



Champions for 
Christ Award 

Rev. James Graham 



Lejuene Grant 
Award 



United Methodist 
Merit Scholarship 



United Methodist 
Merit Scholarship 


Office of Youth Ministry Marissa Teauseau Anna Connell 

New Orleans Mission 


Zone 

Michael Caffery 


Retirees 2008 



Rhoads Sewell 



Townsend 



Wren 


Volentine 


The 2008 class of clergy retirees 
were honored June 3 during the tradi¬ 
tional “Passing of the Mantle” service, 
held in the Gold Dome on Centenary 
College’s campus in Shreveport. 

Bishop William W. Hutchinson led 
the congregants in the recognition and 
blessing of the retirees. 

Rev. Paul E. Sabin represented the 
retiring class and placed the ceremoni¬ 
al mantle over the shoulders of Rev. 
Shannon Casey DeLaureal who repre¬ 
sented the new full member class. 


The members of this year’s retiring 
class included the following pictured 
persons: Lawrence K. Benson, Burton 
F. Blair, Alonzo J. Campbell, Carl E. 
Rhoads III, John H. Sewell, Robert E. 
Townsend, Carolyn Volentine, and 
Regina L. Wren. 

Also in the 2008 retiree class were 
Larry G. Maxwell Sr., Paul E. Sabin, 
and Brunetta A. Shamblin. 

Their pictures were not available at 
press time. 


Kelley speaks at UMM spiritual rally 


Joe Kelley, president of La. 
United Methodist Men, recently 
spoke at the Kansas East 
Conference UMM's annual 
Spiritual Rally at Lawrence First 
West Campus UMC in 
Lawrence, Kan. About 100 men 
attended the rally. Also 
addressing the participants 
were Sen. Sam Brownback; 

Julie Pohl with the Kansas East 
disaster team; and Rev. 
Chauncey Biby, chaplain for El 
Dorado Correction Facility. 
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Appointments 2008-2009 


ACADIANA DISTRICT 


District Superintendent 

Abbeville: 

Roger D. Lathan 

7 

Abbeville-Pecan Island 

John L.Vining 

12 

Briggs-Mt. Zion-Fitzgerald 

(Charles E. Hill 14 PL) 

5 

Baldwin,Trinity-Mt. Zion 

(Barry A.Whittington,Sr .!/2 PL) 

9 

Belle Rose, St. James-Lutcher Chapel (Elva Jacobs % PL) 

7 

Berwick, First 

(M. Amanda Carpenter % PL) 

4 

Donaldsonville, First-Lutcher, First 

(Barbara J. Beaumont 14 PL) 

8 

Donaldsonville, St. Peter 

(Gaynell R. Simon 14 PL) 

2 

Dulac, Clanton Chapel 

(Cyril A. Kirby Verret 14 PL) 

20 

Franklin, First-Jeanerette, McGowen 
Houma: 

Erin J. Oliver 

3 

Bayou Blue 

Jeffrey C. Duke 

2 

First 

R. Don Ross 

1 

Mt. Vernon 

(Joseph Holland, Sr. 14 PL) 

7 

Wesley-Vacherie 

Jeanerette: 

(Terry A. Lindsey 14 PL) 

7 

St. Paul-Franklin, Asbury 

(Darrel W. Briggs, Sr. % PL) 

8 

St. Peter-St. Martinville, Mallalieu 
Lafayette: 

Eugene J.A. Hebert PE 

2 

Asbury 

T. Edward Boyd, Jr. 

11 

Associate 

(C. Ann Sutton) 

10 

Associate 

Ira M. Robinson RM 

14 

Associate 

Stephen N.Fife PE 

1 

Covenant 

Chris A. Blanchard 

2 

Minister of Visitation 

(Byron J. Aucoin, Jr. 14 PL) 

1 

First 

Jan C. Holloway 

3 

Associate 

(Fred M. Fraser RA) 

2 

Mallalieu Immanuel 

(Marguerite D. Jenkins Vi PL) 

2 

Northwood 

(L. Wayne Howington) 

6 

Lettsworth, Scott Chapel 

(Inita L. Smith 14 PL) 

2 

Lottie, Wiley-Green Chapel 

Laurence E. Hall RM 

5 

Lydia 

(Robert W. Cormier 14 PL) 

18 

Maringouin, St. Peter-Shiloh 

(Emmett C. Collins, Jr. % PL) 

4 

Mathews, Memorial 

T.B.S. 


Melville-Palmetto 

Morgan City: 

Kenneth B. Chapman RE 

11 

Pharr Chapel 

Lamar C. Oliver 

3 

Walmsley-Berwick, Mason 

(Elaine C. Smith 14 PL) 

3 

Napoleonville,Wesley-Woodlawn 
New Iberia: 

(Albert Holland RL) 

30 

First 

Scott T. Bullock 

8 

St. James 

Opelousas: 

(Junius Egby,Jr.!4 PL) 

2 

Louisiana Memorial 

(Pamela Fitch Roy) 

2 

St. Mark 

Clifton C. Conrad, Sr. PE 

2 

Patterson 

Plaquemine: 

(Aaron J. Carpenter, Jr. FL) 

4 

First 

Stephen C. Fleming 

8 

Grand River 

(Earline T. Guidry 14 PL) 

5 

Hurst-Bayou Goula, St. Luke 

(Thomas A. Wesley Vi PL) 

25 

Port Barre-Krotz Springs-Lottie, Wilson Memorial 


Rosedale: 

CageM.McLemore RM 

2 

Hartzell 

(Ulysse Stephens RA) 

15 

Rosedale-New Roads, First 
Thibodaux: 

Jeremy S. Jones PE 

3 

Calvary-Magnolia 

(Robert E. Johnson, Sr.% PL) 

3 

First 

Donald L.Wilkinson 

1 

Waxia, St. Paul 

(Marvette J.Thomas 14 PL) 

2 

Youngsville, Faith Community 

Cory L. Sparks 

2 

ALEXANDRIA DISTRICT 


District Superintendent 

Alexandria: 

Ellen R. Alston 

1 

First 

Barry Hoekstra 

1 

Associate 

(R. Clay Williams, Jr. FL) 

1 

Horseshoe Drive 

Tracy L. Mackenzie 

1 

Newman-Boyce, Union 

Joseph D. Awotwi 

1 

St. Mark's 

(Ossie D. Clark 14 PL) 

2 

Trinity-Hineston, Fellowship 

(Robert E.Guth, Jr. FL) 

3 

Wilton 

(Jason W. Jacob 'A SI) 

7 

Bethel 

T.B.S. 


Beulah-Campti, First-St. Maurice 

Lawanda F. Smith OF 

1 

Boyce, Lahey Chapel 

T.B.S. 


Bunkie, David Haas Mem.-Trinity-White's Chap. 



Joe A. Hoover 

6 

Campti, St Paul-Mt.Zion 

T.B.S. 


Cheneyville, St. Paul 

(Mary L. Jones 14 PL) 

5 

Colfax 

(Jason Sheppard FL) 

1 

Couley-Sanders Chapel 

(Thomas G. May 14 PL) 

8 

Evergreen 

Gary L.Van Horn RM 

3 

Ferriday-Vidalia 

Barry D. Dennis OF 

7 

Jena, Nolley Memorial-Belah 

Lyndle R. Bullard 

3 

Jonesville-Harrisonburg 

(David C. Carlton FL) 

10 

Lecompte-Bayou Chicot-Cheneyville (Ross C. Ford, Jr. FL) 

8 

Many 

C. Frances Hooton 

5 

Marksville-Effie, Oak Grove-Simmesport 



(Antonio E. Ranero FL) 

3 

Melder,St. Mark's 

T.B.S. 


Montgomery-Mt. Zion-Atlanta 
Natchitoches: 

T.B.S. 


Asbury-Emmanuel 

James A. Graham 

21 

First 

Donald R. Avery 

4 

Associate 

James M. Poole RM 

14 

Associate 

Jacqueline E.C. King PE 

3 

Oak Grove-Provencal 

John R. Foster 3 A OF 

8 

Oakdale-Glenmore-Pine Prairie 

Eddie E. Morgan, Jr. RM 

2 

Olla-Urania-Trout, Justiss Memorial-Eden 



(P. Curtis Carroll, Jr. FL) 

6 

Palestine 

Pineville: 

Katherine G. Howell 

2 

First 

Ricky L. Willis 

1 

Associate 

Mark R. Martin 

1 

Pleasant Grove 

(Katherine S. Morris Vi PL) 

3 

Wesley-Booneville, Wesley 

(James E. Ray, Sr. % PL) 

15 

Pollock-Boyce, First-Liberty Chapel 

Eddie Carpenter PE 

7 


Strange 

T.B.S. 


Weaver 

T.B.S. 


Winnfield 

Mark J. Goins 

3 

BATON ROUGE DISTRICT 


District Superintendent 

W. Ralph Ford 

3 

Amite-lndependence 

Brady S.Whitton 

4 

Associate 

Baker: 

Lane Cotton Winn PE 

1 

Blackwater 

William A. Moon III 

3 

Associate 

(Linda M. Hagan RL) 

1 

First-Pride, Bethel 

Baton Rouge: 

E. Eugene Rives, Jr. 

5 

Broadmoor 

Fred B.Wideman 

1 

Minister of Congregational Care 

Kenneth M. Carroll 

18 

Minister of Disabilities 

Carol A.Civils PD* 

2 

Minister of Discipleship & Faith Formation 



R. Lee McKinzie 

2 

Minister of Evangelism 

Augustus M. Allen 

4 

Minister of Missions & Prayers 

Virginia P. Allen PE 

3 

Min. of Sen. Care and Residential Ministries 



Lusinda M. Warren 14 FD 

7 

Minister of Vietnamese Ministries 

(TuyetTran FL) 

3 

Camphor Memorial 

Darlene A. Moore 

7 

Associate 

Mary Ann Robinson 14 OF 

3 

First 

Christopher H. Andrews 

20 

Associate 

Elaine M. Burleigh 

3 

Associate 

Michael L. Hammett 

3 

Associate 

Ann M.Trousdale FD* 

1 

Francis Asbury 

W. Odell Simmons RM 

7 

Hope Community 

(H. Louis Jones Vi PL) 

7 

Hughes Memorial-Gonzales, St. Landry 



(Constance R.Saizon FL) 

3 

Ingleside 

(David L. Bricker FL) 

1 

Jefferson 

Hulen C. Warren, Jr. 

2 

Associate 

Stephen Dale Berger PE 

5 

Jordan 

Davis W. Clark 

3 

Neely 

Arnold V. Brown 

17 

Minister of Education 

Linda A. Joseph FD* 

6 

St. Andrew's 

Larry D. O'Dell 

5 

St.John's 

Timothy E. Lawson 

3 

Associate 

(Russell S.CIunan FL) 

2 

St. Luke's-St. Paul's 

Willis R.Curtis, Jr.% OF 

2 

St. Mark 

Derrick D. Hills 

1 

University, William B. Reily Memorial 

Van A. Stinson 

1 

Associate/LSU Wesley Foundation 

Donald L. Meeks 

3 

Associate 

Shannon C. DeLaureal 

4 

Wesley 

E. Andrew Goff 

10 

Associate 

Clinton: 

(Yvonne P. Dayries 14 PL) 

2 

Beech Grove 

(Inita L. Smith 14 PL) 

2 

First-Clear Creek 

Kenneth M. Graham, Jr. 

1 

Mt. Zion-Ethel, St. Paul 

(Willis Laws Vi PL) 

3 

St. Peter-Jackson Chapel-Mt.Carmel 

(Cherless H. Miller, Jr. Vi PL) 

7 

Convent, St. James 

(Gaynell B. Simon 14 PL) 

12 

Darlington 

Paul W. Carter RM 

1 

Day's-Center 

Larry D. Robertson RM 

12 

Deerford-Pine Grove 

Denham Springs: 

(Jimmie S. Parker % PL) 

3 

First 

Robert L. Deich 

2 

Minister of Youth & Education 

Sarah W.Shoup FD 

4 

Minister of Instrumental Music & Pastoral Care 



Rita M.Chiasson 14 PD 

2 

Roberts 

Deborah B.Williams PE 

1 

Faith Crossing 

Leslie G. Stephens 

2 

Galvez, Carpenter's Chapel 

(L.John Locascio FL) 

3 

Gonzales, First 

Gary Don Willis 

9 

Associate 

(Joy Lynn Comeaux Vi SP) 

2 

Greensburg-Wesley Chapel 
Greenwell Springs: 

LaMarylis S.Cotten PE 

3 

Magnolia 

Franklin R. Pennington PE 

3 

St. Luke 

(Marguerite W. Rheams 14 PL) 

1 

Hammond, First 

Joseph M.Donakey 

2 

Huff Chapel 

(Milton E. Bourque, Jr. 14 PL) 

2 

Jackson-Ethel 

Rhonda E. Feurtado 

3 

Kentwood-Mt. Hermon 

(Percy M. Frazier RA) 

7 

Livingston 

(Stephen Hebert 14 PL) 

2 

Loranger-Cooper's Chapel 

Lorris M. Wimberly 

4 

Nesom Memorial 

(E. Rand Guy RL) 

8 

NewSong 

Frank S. Harris III 

2 

Minister of Missions and Outreach 

Cathy J.Arends FD* 

1 

Pine Ridge-Tangipahoa 

Ponchatoula: 

Kevin D. Smith OF 

1 

First 

J.Thomas Logan 

2 

Associate 

(Reid G. Day 14 PL) 

1 

Wesley Chapel-James Chapel-Lee's Landing 



(Mark A. Lubbock Vi PL) 

8 

Port Allen, Scott 

(Willie Laws) 

3 

Prairieville, Meadows Chapel 

Virginia P. Allen PE 

1 

St. Amant, Faithful-New River 

(Kimbra H. Hammett Vi PL) 

1 

St. Francisville 

Daniel P. Gleason 

4 

Associate 

Tamlyn J. Aubushon OD 

2 

Slaughter-Bluff Creek 

(Betty A. McCarver Vi PL) 

4 

Spillman, New Hope-Concord 
Springfield: 

T.B.S. 


First 

(Emile E.Tosso III FL) 

4 

St. James 

Erica R. Jenkins 

1 

The Well 

M. Jack O'Dell 

2 

Tunica 

Walker: 

T.B.S. 


First 

Jerry L. Johnson 

2 

Friendship-Corbin-Montpelier 

(Lewis M. Morris, Jr. Vi PL) 

19 

Mangum Chapel 

Watson: 

(Tim A. Gilmore 14 PL) 

1 

Andrew Chapel 

(Isaac L. Hammond, Jr. 14 PL) 

1 

Live Oak 

(Mark E. Crosby) 

13 

Associate 

(Richard W. Davis 14 PL) 

2 

Wilson, Wesley-Asbury 

Zachary: 

(Gregory McClay, Sr. 14 PL) 

4 


First Gregory R. Davis 6 

Moses Chapel (Glorious M. Wright 14 PL) 7 

LAKE CHARLES DISTRICT 

District Superintendent Steven M. Spurlock 1 

Church Point-Crowley, Wesley Richard O.Teeter RM 2 

Crowley, First K. Dale Hensarling 2 

Associate (Virginia Cutrer RL) 5 

DeQuincy Gerald R. Crise PE 2 

DeRidder, First Michael D.McLaurin 3 

Elton-Oberlin-Basile T.B.S. 

Eunice-Kinder-lota (Truman P.Stagg FL) 3 

Fairview T.B.S. 

Florien: 

Macedonia-Leesville, Mt. Zion (Dianne Allen Jones Vi PL) 2 

Prospect-Hornbeck (Raymond H. Leidig, Jr. RL) 7 

Gueydan-Lake Arthur Douglas E. Milliron 2 

Holly Grove T.B.S. 

Hopewell-Elizabeth-Pine Grove T.B.S. 

Indian Bayou-Kaplan G. Larry Maxwell, Sr. RM 1 

Iowa David R. DeWitt Vi 16 

Jennings: 

Jennings Joshua D. Milliron 4 

Mallalieu (Roy A. Jefferson 14 PL) 3 

Lake Charles: 

First Richard H. Humphries 2 

Associate Louis G.BIankenbaker RM 4 

Oak Park (Shawn Thomas Hornsby FL) 2 

St. Luke Simpson Karl S. Klaus 7 

Associate Roger H.Templeton 3 

University Charles R. Langford 3 

Warren (Lawrence P. Gaines FL) 2 

Leesville: 

First Henry M. Hamilton, Jr. 1 

Korean Yong Seok Jung Vi OE 2 

Merryville-DeRidder, Wesley James C. Skinner RM 1 

Moss Bluff J. Penn Morgan 2 

Raymond-Roanoke Lisa E.L.Turnbull 2 

Rayne,Centenary-Ebenezer-Branch Charles L. Floyd, Jr. % 8 

Squyres Juan Carlos Huertas 1 

Sulphur: 

Henning Memorial Timothy J. Neustifter 1 

Associate Heather H. Leyland 4 

Maplewood Nancy E. Wofford 3 

Wesley-Hackberry Leon A. Boggs 16 

Sweetlake-Cameron Methodist Ministry 

Robert E. Hollis 2 

Associate James B. Moore 3 

Vinton, Welsh Memorial Kathy C. Fitzhugh PE 1 

Welsh: 

First-Hayes Charles W. Crews 3 

Jones (John H. Whaley 'A PL) 2 

Westlake Elizabeth M. Northen 4 

MONROE DISTRICT 

District Superintendent Robert L. Burgess 4 

Ansley-Centerpoint T.B.S. 

Bartholomew-Beekman T.B.S. 

Baskin (Mary Anne Collie 14 PL) 8 

Bastrop: 

First-Collinston Mark B. Benge, Sr. 3 

Memorial-Mer Rouge Samuel P. Emanuel OF 2 

Mt. Olive T.B.S. 

Bernice-Beech Grove-Summerfield JohnieW. Adkins, Jr. OF 8 

Beulah Danny D. Baskin 14 OF 1 

Boeuf Prairie Rex S. Barker Vi OF 3 

Chatham (Lala B. Cooper 14 PL) 3 

Choudrant-lndian Village (William E. Smith 14 PL) 2 

Clay (John E. Finch, Jr. 14 PL) 3 

Columbia-Hebert M. Stuart Sherman 2 

Crew Lake-Mangham (Marshall A. Sevier FL) 1 

Delhi-Crowville (Christan L.Thomas FL) 2 

Douglas M. Roily Walker RM 5 

Downsville Gloria L. Youngblood PE 1 

Dubach-Harmony Chapel Donald W. Lanier FL 2 

Epps-Pioneer (J. Klay Harrison Vi PL) 1 

Eros-Antioch, Eros Joseph Zhong Guo 2 

Farmerville Kibbie E. Hatfield 1 

Grayson T.B.S. 

Holly Ridge T.B.S. 

Jonesboro-Hodge-Dodson-New Hope 

(Bill E. Strawbridge FL) 4 

Lake Providence (Owen H. Peyton, Sr.) 1 

Little Creek-Union (W. Wayne Ray 14 PL) 3 

Marion-Bird's Chapel (Matthew D. Foreman % SP) 3 

Memorial-Salem (Ross W. Genger PL) 6 

Monroe: 

First R. Larry Stafford 14 

Associate William N. Sheffield III PE 2 

Associate (JoAnn Cooper % PL) 4 

Minister of Music Kem F. Alexander FD 9 

Hope (Marcus M.Gaut 14 SP) 1 

Lea Joyner Memorial Weldon C. Bares 9 

Associate (Betty L. Swanson Vi PL) 8 

Associate (Lisa Thomisee Mayo 14 PL) 3 

Minister of Visitation Isaac A. Patton, Jr. RM 17 

Memorial T.B.S. 

Reveille (Marcelle F.Crow 14 PL) 5 

St. James Robert A. Bradford, Jr. 14 OE 3 

St. Mark's Lysbeth B. Cockrell 4 

St.Paul (Jackie Holmes,Jr. 14) 10 

St. Paul's J. Roddy Taylor 2 

Associate Susan M. Ferguson PE 3 

Mt. Nebo-Mt. Sinai T.B.S. 

Mount Zion (Wanda S.Cosentino FL) 4 

Newellton (John H.Wilkins 14 PL) 1 

Oak Grove-Kilbourne-Locust Grove (William H. McLain FL) 1 
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Quitman 

(Letty L. Strawbridge 14 PL) 

1 

Rayville 

Ruston: 

Ted D. Freeland 

4 

Grace 

A. Wayne Evans 

7 

Trinity 

Jerry G.Hilbun 

1 

Associate 

Andy R. Hurst 

9 

Associate 

(W. Brian Mercer FL) 

8 

Associate 

Joseph Zhong Guo 

5 

Associate 

Connie Breaux 3 A FD 

6 

Minister of Music 

R. Michael Cloud FD 

16 

Wesley Chapel 

Dalton R. Shovan RE 

5 

St. Andrew's-Oak Ridge 

(Judith D. Bazer) 

1 

St. Joseph 

Raymon L. Owens, Jr. PE 

2 

St. Peter-Lawson Chapel 

(Sonia D.Gee 14 PL) 

5 

Sicily Island-Gilbert 

(William F. Foster FL) 

6 

Simsboro, Antioch 

(Reginald D. Colvin 14 PL) 

7 

Tallulah 

West Monroe: 

Jean M. Foreman 

4 

Asbury-Woodlawn 

(Newton M. Horne, Jr.) 

2 

Claiborne-Wilhite 

Andrew L. Hitchcock OF 

2 

Faith 

James W. Barrett, Jr. 

2 

First 

Jon E.Tellifero 

1 

Associate 

(Marla C. Munn 14 PL) 

2 

McGuire 

Michael T. Head 

12 

Winnsboro 

(John G. Hankins) 

1 

Wisner 

(Frances I.Guy 14 PL) 

9 

NEW ORLEANS DISTRICT 


District Superintendent 

Ramonalynn W. Bethley 

4 

Angie, Wesley Ray-Mary's Chapel-Live Oak 



Terrence S. August 

4 

Belle Chasse 

Bogalusa: 

Peggy B. Foreman 

2 

Elizabeth Sullivan Memorial 

Alan D. Einsel 

6 

Director of Christian Education 

Barbara C. Einsel 14 FD 

6 

Thirkield-Harry's Chapel 

(Louis A. Smith 14 PL) 

18 

Buras, Trinity 

(Gene M. Faurie FL) 

13 

Bush 

Covington: 

Karl D.Wood RM 

39 

First 

Byron W. Putnam 

1 

Fitzgerald-Lacombe 

(William V.Turner % PL) 

2 

Destrehan, St. Charles 

Franklinton: 

Juliet A. Spencer 

2 

Centenary-Fisher 

Steven J. Porter 

3 

Winan-Hayes Chapel 

Bruce L. Brown, Sr. 

4 

Golden Meadow-Grand Isle 

(James W. Reid) 

1 

Gretna 

Timothy M. Smith 

2 

Hahnville, St. James 

(Kaseem N.Short 14 PL) 

1 

Harahan,St. Paul's 

Kenner: 

Sharon D.Zehner PE 

5 

El Mesias 

Samuel Calvo OE 

10 

First 

(Steven W. Bush FL) 

1 

Thomas 

Anice N. Moses 

4 

LaPlace, First 

Mark A. Bray 

5 

Luling 

Wayne G. Taylor 

1 

Madisonville, North Cross 
Mandeville: 

Flint E.Shea 

10 

Newell 

(Nolan M. Robinson 14 PL) 

18 

St.Timothy-on-the-North Shore 

James W. Mitchell 

14 

Associate 

W. Scott Adams 

4 

Associate 

Andrew D. Durbin PE 

5 

Associate 

(Carol R. Richardson FL) 

7 

Associate 

(Roy J. Price, III Vi PL) 

2 

Associate 

(Robert H. Chance, Jr. 14 PL) 

11 

Pastor Emeritus 

J. Lawrence Maddin RM 

9 

Director of Adult Education & Evangelism 


Metairie: 

Lylln G. Brinkman DM 

4 

Munholland 

M. Eugene Finnell 

6 

Associate 

John D. Deschner 

2 

Director,Christian Education 

Janet C. Cavalier FD 

9 

St. Matthew's 

New Orleans: 

Henry R. Stone 

2 

Algiers 

Ray L. Varnado PE 

3 

Asbury-St. Matthew 

Andrew J. Douglas RM 

21 

Aurora 

Kenneth R. Bowman 

2 

Associate 

Simon Chigumira 

2 

Bethany 

Hadley R. Edwards 

12 

Associate 

Marva L. Mitchell RL 

2 

Boynton 

(Kermit C. Roberson FL) 

2 

Carrollton-Metairie 

Jon M. Lord 

3 

First Grace 

Shawn M. Anglim 

2 

Associate 

LeKisha L.M. Reed PE 

3 

First Street PW 

Brownyl Lance Eden PE 

4 

Haven Trinity 

(Charles E. Washington % PL) 

2 

Korean 

Hyunsu Lee OE 

5 

LaHarpe Thompson 

William L. Jones, Sr. 

18 

Lake Vista 

Norwood N. Hingle III 

10 

Mt.Zion 

Connie M.Thomas OE 

2 

New Orleans East Co-operative Parish 



James F. Haynes RM 

9 

Team Member 

Jeffery D. Conner 

3 

Team Member 

Rebecca D.Conner 

3 

Team Member 

Barbara L. Murray 14 FD 

2 

Peoples-Brooks Shaw Temple 

Eunice Chigumira 

1 

Philips Memorial 

Elenora M.Cushenberry 

2 

Rayne Memorial-Parker Memorial 

Carol S.Winn Crawford 

6 

Associate 

William E.Thiele, Jr. OF 

2 

Associate 

Maximilian 0. Zehner 

2 

St. Luke's 

Irvin J. Boudreaux 

3 

Associate 

Monica G.Monk 

2 

St. Mark's 

(Anita C. Dinwiddie 14 PL) 

4 

Williams Ross 

Dale E. Branch 

12 

Pearl River 

Slidell: 

Benjamin N.McGehee 

2 

Aldersgate 

Marie P. Williams 

4 

Co-Pastor 

John N. Williams 

4 

First 

Wybra J. Price II 

2 

Associate 

(Pattye D. Hewitt FL) 

4 

Hartzell Mt.Zion 

(Ernest E. Scott) 

7 

Sun 

T.B.S. 


Varnado 

(Lawrence K. Benson, Jr. RL) 

3 

Waldheim 

(Christopher S. Fryou 14 PL) 

4 


SHREVEPORT DISTRICT 


District Superintendent 

Douglas L. Cain 

Arcadia-Mt.Mariah 

Jayne Trammell-Kelly 

Arizona- Colquitt 

T.B.S. 

Athens 

Charles R. Penuell 14 PL) 

Benton 

T. Lynn Malone, Jr. 

Associate 

(Cheryl L. Nelson 14 PL) 

Bethel 

(Ashley J. McGuire 14 SP) 

Bienville 

T.B.S. 

Bossier City: 


Asbury 

Douglas B.de Graffenried 

Associate 

Kathryn L. McKay PE 

Barksdale 

Paul C. Carroll, Sr. RM 

Fellowship 

David R. Melville, Jr. 

First 

David B. Dietzel 

Associate 

John Robert Black PE 

Brushwood ( 

John H.Lavo RA) 

Castor 

(Stephanie T. Kidd y 4 PL) 

Cotton Valley-Whitehall 

T.B.S. 

Coushatta-Wesley Chapel 

Jonathan S. King 

Cross Roads-Hall Summit 

(Carl D. Munyon RL) 

Doyline 

William G. Sewell OF 

Evergreen 

T.B.S. 

Gibsland-Oak Grove 

Dorothy J. Smith 

Gilliam-Hosston 

Emile A. Rousseau, Jr. OF 

Greenwood-Bethany 

(Clinton P. Lovell, Sr.) 

Haughton: 


Haughton 

(Thomas E. Dungan 14 PL) 

Associate 

(Sandra R. DeFatta 14 PL) 

Love Chapel 

Mollie A. McGee PE 

Haynesville-Shongaloo 

Richard L.Cockburn 

Heflin 

(Carol D. Heard 14 PL) 

Homer, First-Homer, Wesley Chapel 

Roy Bryan Moore 

Wesley Chapel Minister of Education Patricia Teel Bates 14 PD 

Ida 

(Kendall R. Docter 14 PL) 

Keithville: 


Fairview 

(Ricky R. Myles Va PL) 

Keithville 

M.Theresa McConnell % 

Lisbon 

Terry C.Willis RM 

Logansport: 


Logansport-Longstreet 

S. Kemper Smith 

Mt.Zion-McDonald 

(Linda B. Gatlin 14 PL) 

Mansfield: 


First-Grand Cane 

Kenneth D. Norton 

Minister of Service & Outreach 

Mary Jo Babcock 14 DM* 

Wesley-Bonchest 

Beverly Hubbard Connelly 

Minden: 


First 

John A. Cannon 

Associate 

(Linda K. Shepard RL) 

Lakeview 

David J. Sheehan 

Mooringsport-Oil City 

(Michael G. Miller FL) 

Pilgrim Rest 

(Samuel L. Bradley 14 PL) 

Pine Grove 

(Jerry G. Brannen 14 PL) 

Plain Dealing 

(Jessica L.Ward Va PL) 

Pleasant Hill-Pelican 

(Doris R. Sheppard RL) 

Pleasant Valley 

T.B.S. 

Ringgold 

John E. Dilworth 

Rosa 

T.B.S. 

Shiloh-Keatchie 

(R. Dean Register, Jr. 14 PL) 

Shreveport: 


Broadmoor 

Kenneth W. Irby 

Associate 

Matthew B. Rawle PE 

Associate 

(Kathy S. Wafer FL) 

Associate 

Conrad P. Edwards RM 

Christ 

Thomas L. Howe, Jr. 

Associate 

Joseph A. Robideaux PE 

Director Of Children's Ministries 

(Caroline M. Wilkinson 14 PL) 

Ellerbe Road 

H. Elizabeth LoveTu'uta 

Fairfield-Shady Grove 

Joe D. Connelly 

Faith-Pleasant Valley-New Light 

(Oscar E. Player) 

First 

R. Pat Day 

Associate 

Jonathan W. Beck 

Minister of Music 

(Will K. Andress FL) 

Scholar in Residence 

Donald A. Webb RM 

Minister of Spiritual Formation 

Pamela G. Crews FD 

Minister to Senior Adults 

Carl E. Rhoads III RM 

Grace Community 

Robert A. Weber 

Associate 

Sione H.Tu'uta 

Associate 

(Richard P.Varner 14 PL) 

Lakeview 

W.Mark Strickland 

Mangum 

Steven W. Caraway 

Noel 

David F. Fortuna 

Associate 

(A. Warren Clifton II Va PL) 

Associate 

T.B.S. 

Associate 

Mary M. McDowell 14 PD* 

Minister of Service & Outreach 

Rachel L. Scott Va DM* 

North Highlands 

Burton F. Blair 

Northpoint 

Steven W. Fowler PE 

Round Grove 

(Donny R. Nedd 14 PL) 

St. James 

Willie L. Henry 

St. Luke's 

Terry A. Love 

St. Paul 

Kenneth M. Fisher 

Summer Grove 

Robert G. Rowland 

Sibley 

(Milton K.Geltz 14 PL) 

Springhill 

Walter L. Parker, Jr. 

Vivian 

Ellen B. Montegudo 

Walker's Chapel 

T.B.S. 

Zwolle: 


Haskin Chapel 

T.B.S. 

Zwolle-Bayou Scie 

Richard C. Hooton 


* Without Pension 


SPECIAL APPOINTMENTS WITHIN 
CONNECTIONAL STRUCTURE 

Conference Staff 

Provost, Director of Connectional Ministries 

Donald C.Cottrill BR 

Youth Director Thomas E. Dolph BR 

Coordinator of Ordained Ministry John Edd Harper FD BR 
Director of Disaster Preparedness Freddie C. Henderson BR 


4 

4 

8 

6 

4 

2 


2 

2 

13 

3 

4 
4 
4 
2 

2 

8 

4 

4 

8 

6 

7 

1 

2 

2 

9 

1 

3 

3 


Executive Director of Administrative Services/ 


T reasu rer/Sec reta ry/Statisticia n 

Larry G. Miller 

BR 

1 

Director of Volunteers in Mission 

Larry D. Norman 

BR 

11 

Director of Multicultural Ministries 

Martha M.Orphe 

BR 

1 

Sr. Advisor/Consult., LA UM Foundation 




Kenneth R. Reed RM 

BR 

11 

Church Extension & Transformation 

H.E. Stephens 

BR 

5 

Director of Christian Education 

Dawn B. Young 14 FD 

SH 

2 

Center for Pastoral Effectiveness 
Director of Academies 

Carole Cotton-Winn 

NO 

11 

Mentor Emeritus 

John M. Winn, Jr., RM 

NO 

19 

Director of Center for Pastoral Effectiveness 




W.Craig Gilliam 

SH 

6 


Faculty and Administrators of United Methodist Theological Schools and Other 
Educational Institutions 

Associate Professor, Curriculum & Instruction, LSU 


Ann M.Trousdale FD 

BR 

4 

Mouzon Biggs, Jr. Assoc. Prof. Of History Of Christianity & UM 
Phillips Theological Seminary,Tulsa, OK 

Studies, 


Ellen J. Blue 

Asst. Prof. Of Theology, St. Joseph's University, 

NO 

7 

Philadelphia, PA Millicent C. Feske 

NO 

16 

Oxford College, Emory University Judith A. Shema 
President & Prof. Of Ethics & Leadership, lliff 

NO 

6 

David G.Trickett 

Instructor, Grambling State University 

NO 

3 

Laralee W. DeHart PD 

SH 

1 

Chaplain/Dir. Chr. Leadership Ctr. (Betsy B. Eaves FL) 

Perkins School of Theology, Assoc. Dir. of Internship 

SH 

5 

Barry E. Hughes 

Theological Studies Coordinator, 

Christian Leadership Ctr, Centenary College 

SH 

2 

Valerie Olson Robideaux PDSH 
Professor, Bossier Parish Comm.College 

1 

Dawn B. Young FD 

SH 

4 


5 

5 

4 

2 

3 

4 
1 
3 

2 

5 

3 

4 
16 
3 

1 

9 


Campus Ministers 

Wesley Foundation, Univ. of Louisiana at Lafayette 

Daniel M. Hixon PE AC 

Wesley Foundation, Northwestern State Univ. 

John M. Higginbotham, Jr.AL 
Wesley Foundation Southern Univ. (Willie Laws) BR 

Wesley Foundation, Louisiana State Univ. 

Donald L. Meeks BR 

Wesley Foundation, Southeastern La Univ. 

(Emile E.Tosso III FL) BR 

Wesley Foundation, McNeese State Univ. 

Angela C. Bulhof LC 

Wesley Foundation, Grambling State Univ. 

Connie Breaux % FD MN 

Wesley Foundation, Univ. of Louisiana at Monroe 

(T.AIan Johnson FL) MN 

Wesley Foundation, Louisiana Tech Univ. 

Scott E. Wright MN 

Tulane University Maximilian O.Zehner NO 


2 

3 

3 

3 

4 

6 

6 

2 

11 

6 


2 

4 

4 

2 

7 

10 

1 

1 

1 

1 

3 

19 

16 

3 

37 

16 


APPOINTED TO OTHER ANNUAL CONFERENCES 
North Carolina Jimmy Lee Owens, Jr. MN 

Oklahoma JoBeth Kee-Rees PM NO 

Southwest Texas Germaine Tropez Mathis 14 PENO 

Oklahoma Victor T. McCullough NO 

North Texas Inez D. Williams FD 


SPECIAL APPOINTMENTS TO EXTENSION MINISTRIES 
Armed Forces and Veterans Administration Chaplaincy 
U.S. Military M. Quinn O'Bannon 

U.S. Air Force Reserves, Deputy Command Chaplain 

William H.Willis, Sr 

U.S. Army, Active Duty Chaplain, Ft. Polk, LA 

Joseph E. Hamilton 


NO 

BR 

BR 

AC 


Health Care Fields, Community Service Organizations and Other Related 
Ministries 

Chaplain, Our Lady of Lourdes, Lafayette 


i i 

1 

17 

Walton C. Dunbar 

Chaplain,Tri-Cities Hospice & Counseling Center 

AC 

10 

7 

Kennewick, WA Jose Garcia 

AC 

10 

6 

2 

Paracletia, Inc. Cathy J. Arends FD 

Speech-Lang. Pathologist, DynaVox Technologies 

BR 

5 

6 

a. 

Carol A.Civils PD 

Exec. Dir., Wesleyan Sr. Living Foundation 

BR 

2 

o 

1 

Ronald D. Dauphin 

Chaplain, Lakeland Reg. Med. Ctr., Lakeland, Florida 

BR 

8 

1 

3 

Deborah L. Drash 14 

Staff Chaplain, Our Lady of the Lake Hosp., BR 

BR 

2 

2 

2 

Janet D. Hogstrom FD 

Coord., Spiritual & Emotional Care, Recovery Ministries 

BR 

4 

12 

16 

2 

Erica R. Jenkins 

BR 

1 

La Attorney Disciplinary Board Bernadine JohnsonFD 

Chaplain, Dixon Correctional Facility 

BR 

10 

9 

4 

James W. Jones RM 

Deputy Director, Recovery Ministries 

BR 

8 

4 

2 

Amy K. Mercer FD 

Staff Chaplain, Univ. of Alabama Hosp., Birmingham 

BR 

3 

1 

Virginia D. Millet 

Capital Area Alliance for the Homeless, Exec. Dir. 

BR 

14 

5 

Randall K. Nichols 

Chaplain/Bereavement Coordinator, Highland Hospice 

BR 

5 


& Palliative Care Christine A. RobertsFD 

BR 

4 


Transformation Consultant Richard T. Stiltner RM 

Exec. Director/CEO, Recovery Ministries 

BR 

3 


Darryl A.Tate 

Chaplain, Memorial Hospital, Lake Charles 

BR 

3 


David R. DeWitt 

Chaplain, Harris County Psych. Center, Houston,TX 

LC 

16 


A. Swindell Hodges 

Chaplain, Houston Hospice, Houston TX 

LC 

10 

6 

Daniel H. Miller 

Chap./Dir. of Christ. Ed., Methodist Child. Home 

LC 

11 

7 

6 

Mickey D. Stringfield 

C.P.E., E. Jefferson General Hospital, Metairie 

MN 

15 

3 

Alfred C.Bakewell III 

NO 

4 


The People's Institute C. David Billings, Jr. 

NO 

2 
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(Charles R.Cosentino FL)MN 9 


Organizational Effectiveness Spec., E. Jeff. Hosp. 



Lance E. Brown PM 

NO 

12 


M. Janet Davis PD 

NO 

3 

T. Nichols Evans, Jr. 

NO 

4 

McFarland Institute, Chaplain W. Jefferson Hospital 







Barbara S. Duke 

NO 

3 

Leave of Absence 



Hospitality & Volunteer Coordinator 

Curtiss D. Eden RM 

NO 

2 

Gregor A. Dike 

NO 

5 

Chaplain, St. Luke's Episcopal Hosp., Houston,TX 



Gregory G. Mann 

NO 

5 


Cindy M.Graber 

NO 

6 

Karen F.Williams 

NO 

7 

Chaplain/Pastoral Counselor, 




R. Michael Boyett 

SH 

7 

M.D. Anderson Hospital, Houston,TX Maria J. Kennedy 

NO 

10 

Bryan S Dauphin 

SH 

7 

Belief-Focused Care & Healing, Springfield, IL 



Steven R. Kelly 

SH 

1 


Roy B. Nash RM 

NO 

9 

Walter L. Parr, Jr. 

SH 

8 

Wesley Comm. Center, Atlanta, GBGM 







William C.Taylor 

NO 

26 

Transitional Leave of Absence 



Pool of Siloam, Counseling 

Beverly Hubbarad ConnellySH 

3 

Coney L. DeHart PD 

SH 

1 

TideWell Hospice & Palliative Care 

Heide L. Davis 

SH 

2 




Neonatal Nurse Practitioner/Sutton Children's NICU,Schumpert Health System, 

Suspension 



Shreveport 

Hubert F. Debo FD 

SH 

4 

Rodney D. Wooten 

NO 

2 

Community Outreach Coordinator, Cancer Treatment Center, Christus 





Schumpert Health System, Shreveport 



Deaconesses 




Mary M. McDowell PD 

SH 

2 

Executive Director, UMCOR Sager-Brown 







Kathlyne Kraiza 

AC 


APPOINTMENTS BEYOND THE MINISTRY USUALLY EXTENDED THROUGH THE 

Carolina Labrada R 

AL 


LOCAL CHURCH 




Outreach Ministries, Southern University 







Elsie Cyrus BR 



Exec. Dir., Community Media, Inc. 




Community Ministries, Baton Rouge Hallique L. Dawson 

BR 


Durham, North Carolina 

Cathy S. Carlson 

MN 

33 

Exec. Dir., Church & Community Worker, North Rampart C. C. 







Joanne Finley 

NO 


SPECIAL APPOINTMENTS TO 




Juanita L. Ivie R 

NO 


OTHER VALID MINISTRIES 











Transferred Out 



Appointed to Attend School 




Douglas M. Baker FE Texas 

June 1,2008 

Cliff College 

S. Brian Yeich 

SH 

2 

Clifford C. Wright, Jr. Tennessee 

June 1,2008 

Incapacity Leave 








William A. Rowell, Jr. 

AC 

4 

Transferred In 




Sidney Earl Irving 

AL 

28 

R. Lee McKinzie FE Texas 

June 1,2008 


(Thomas C. Beeler FL) 

BR 

2 





Jerry L. Johnson 

BR 

4 





J. Sidney Montegudo FD BR 

9 





Interpreter article features 
Conference churches 

Read about El Mesias United Methodist Church in 
Kenner and Clanton Chapel United Methodist Church in 
Dulac, both part of the Louisiana Conference, in the May- 
June 2008 issue of Interpreter, the official ministry maga¬ 
zine for the people of The United Methodist Church. El 
Mesias and Clanton Chapel are included in one of several 
features on the growth of The United Methodist Church 
among diverse communities in the United States — as 
well as the growth of the church in Africa and the 
Philippines. You may read the story on-line at 
http ://www.interpretermagazine. org/interior. asp?ptid=43 & 
mid=12720. 

Read, too, about the centennial of the General Board of 
Pension and Health Benefits and the 60th anniversary of 
The Advance — the United Methodist Channel for desig¬ 
nated second mile giving. As always, enjoy reading the 
popular “It Worked for Us” and “IdeaMarf ’ departments as 
well as “The World Is My Parish” and “Lighter Fare.”. 

Check out Interpreter OnLine at www.interpreter- 
magazine.org. Then order your personal subscription by 
calling United Methodist Communications at 888-346- 
3862. 


UMW announces 2008 mission projects 


Editor's Note: The following article was 
left out of a recent issue of the Louisiana 
Now! that contained a special supplement 
on La. United Methodist Women. Members 
of UMW are asked to note the following 
information. 

The Louisiana Conference UMW 
Executive Committee approved the follow¬ 
ing mission projects for our mission agen¬ 
cies for 2008. They are: Dulac Community 
Center (personal care items and supplies, 
shampoo, lotion, bar or liquid soap, color¬ 
ing books and crayons); MacDonell 
Children’s Services (personal care items, 
hair combs, hair brushes, shampoo, condi¬ 
tioner, toothbrushes, deoderants); North 
Rampart Community Center (recreational 
equipment, leather basketballs, heavy duty 
jump ropes and hula hoops.) 

These items will be collected at our 
School of Christian Mission at the Wesley 
Center July 23-26, 2008 and at our Annual 


Meeting will be held in Lake Charles at 
First United Methodist Church Sept. 19-20, 
2008. We are asking all United Methodist 
Women to put these dates on your calendar 
and plan to attend both events. Also, please 
select from the list above and make every 
effort to bring one of more of these items. 
These,our Mission Agencies and they need 
our help! We must not let them down. 

If you decide not to bring an item, you 
can make a monetary donation. If you 
decide to make a monetary donation, 
please make the check payable to the 
Louisiana Conference United Methodist 
Women, (not the agency), so that our 
Conference can get the credit for the mis¬ 
sion donation. Also please put in the memo 
on the check the particular agency that you 
want your contribution to go too. If you do 
not select an agency, the Conference will 
distribute as best we can based on the 
needs of the agencies. 



Members and friends of First United 
Methodist Church in Mansfield recently 
celebrated 100 years of worship in the 
sanctuary of the church founded more 
than 150 years ago. 


Bishop William W. Hutchinson spoke 
during the April 6 service, which featured 
a performance by the Centenary College 
Music Ensemble. 


Conference, from page 1 

First UMC in Shreveport, with Bishop 
William W. Hutchinson as keynote speaker. 
Hutchinson, who has served the Louisiana 
Annual Conference as its Episcopal leader 
for eight years, has decided to remain as an 
active bishop for another quadrennium. 

During Ordination, three persons were 
ordained as deacon in full connection and 
one elder was brought into full connection 
by having his orders recognized from 
another denomination. Four were commis¬ 
sioned as probationary elders and two were 
commissioned as probationary deacons. 

Members voted on making it mandatory 
for conference churches and agencies to 
adopt Safe Sanctuaries guidelines to guar¬ 
antee the safety of our children and youth 
involved in church programs and min¬ 
istries. 

A report was made by Louisiana 
Conference delegates to General 
Conference, held April 23-May 2 in Fort 
Worth, Tex. 

Information was shared regarding our 
Conference’s participation in a building 


campaign for Africa University. A delega¬ 
tion from Louisiana recently went as 
ambassadors to the university, and outlined 
a plan to erect a badly needed dorm at 
Africa University. 

Special offerings were collected at the 
Conference session. The offering from 
Sunday night’s Memorial/Communion 
service is designated for the “Nothing but 
Nets” initiative. Funds collected will be 
used to purchase treated mosquito bed nets 
to protect people from contacting malaria. 
The cost of each net (including delivery) is 
$10. The Conference surpassed its goal by 
raising $111, 111. The offering taken at 
Monday night’s concert will support the 
construction of the Louisiana Friendship 
Plaza at Mt. Sequoyah, Ark. The Plaza is 
the Conference’s way of visibly showing 
our appreciation to the conferences in our 
South Central Jurisdiction for their assis¬ 
tance in our recovery from Hurricanes Rita 
and Katrina. The Tuesday night offering 
received during Ordination will be used to 
provide Conference ordinands with an 
opportunity to tour the Holy Land. 


Rev. Grace Imathiu, pastor of Brown 
Deer UMC near Milwaukee, served as 
Bible Study leader for this year’s annual 
conference. Imathiu was bom in Kenya and 
raised in the city of Nairobi. She is 
ordained in the Methodist Church of Kenya 
and has served congregations there and in 
Washington, Ohio, Tennessee and 
Wisconsin. 

The scripture for the Conference was 1 
Thessalonians: 23-24: “May the God of 
himself, the God of peace, sanctify you 
through and through. May your whole 
spirit, soul and body be kept blameless at 
the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ. The 
one whose calls you is faithful and he will 
do it.” 

Appointments for 2008-2009 were fixed 
on Wednesday, including the Alexandria 
District Superintendent, Rev. Ellen Alston; 
the Baton Rouge District Superintendent, 
Rev. Ralph Ford; the Lake Charles District 
Superintendent, Rev. Stephen Spurlock; 
and the New Orleans District 
Superintendent, Rev. Ramonalynn Bethley. 
Rev. Roger Lathan (Acadiana), Rev. Bob 


Burgess (Monroe), and Rev. Doug Cain 
(Shreveport) will return to their respective 
positions as District Superintendents. 

The new Director of Administrative 
Services for the conference is Rev. Larry 
Miller and the new Conference Director of 
Multicultural Ministries is Rev. Martha 
Orphe. 

Other highlights of the 2008 La. Annual 
Conference included: the Passing of the 
Mantle on Tuesday, celebrating the min¬ 
istries of the retirees and their spouses; 
commissioning and ordaining for ministry; 
a report on conference hurricane response 
and UMCOR; greetings from United 
Methodist Communications and the 
announcement that the La. Annual 
Conference will be a partner with Igniting 
Ministry serving as a test market for the 
next quadrennium; an overview of the 
Mission Zone initiative, and our disaster 
response (humanitarian), including church 
recommissionings and church closures; and 
an awards luncheon, honoring those who 
have excelled in leadership on behalf of the 
ministry of Jesus Christ. 
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Sibley UMC 

Sibley United Methodist Church has 
been operating ’’Kids Kamp,” a program 
for at risk kids between the ages of 5 and 
15. 

Since 2004, the program has given chil¬ 
dren a place to come once a week to vent, 
learn and just feel loved. 

Today, the program serves 10-18 chil¬ 
dren every Tuesday, providing a light meal, 
a Scripture lesson applied to real life, and 
some ’’down time” to just share a kids life 
in a safe place with caring adults. 

The group has participated in The 
Weekend of the Cross (Shreveport) for the 
past two years and just recently completed 
a three-day hands-on learning experience 
at Heifer International Ranch in Perryville 
Arkansas. The kids also volunteered to 
paint several houses in Sibley. 

The ’’can do” spirit of the children was 
so infectious that a ramp ministry has been 
started by members of Sibley UMC, with 
the help and training of folks from North 
Highlands UMC. Through the ministry, 
called ”Ramp UP,” volunteers have built 
four ramps with more on the horizon. 

Sibley UMC also recently hosted a fish 
fry for which over 300 tickets were sold. 
Proceeds from the event will fund at least 
three more ramps and some of the planned 
trips for ”Kids Kamp.”A 15-passenger van 
is getting plenty of use by the kids and the 
ramp ministry. The purchase of a trailer to 
haul and store materials is on the horizon. 

SCJ Lay Speaking 
Ministries Conference 

The South Central Jurisdiction 
Speaking Ministries Conference, slated for 
July 11-13, will focus on “Back to Basics 
with Wesley”. Participants will revisit our 
roots and examine what allowed the 
Methodist movement to be a powerful 
influence in America. Come “experience 
the excitement” and be challenged as 
Doctors Jim and Molly Davis Scott help us 
to look at our modem day United 
Methodist Church in light of its Wesleyan 
heritage. Other sessions will include a 
Friday training session for conference and 
district directors and a Liberia VIM 
Mission trip report from the Oklahoma 
Conference. For more information go to 
www.mountsequoyah.org or call (800) 
760-8126. 

UNplugged Retreat set 

UNplugged, a retreat for singers and 
songwriters sponsored by Mount Sequoyah 
Conference and Retreat Center, is sched¬ 
uled for Aug. 14-17 at the Conference 
Center in Fayetteville. 

The retreat will feature a workshop and 
showcase concert on Saturday by Grammy 
nominated songwriter and 2007 Folkwax 
artist of the year, Gretchen Peters. 
Singer/Songwriter of the year; Emily 
Kaitz, Northwest Arkansas Music Hall of 
Fame Inductee; and others. 

The retreat is open to artists of all ages 
and skill levels. Details about the retreat 
and registration information are available 
online at www.mountsequoyah.org or call 
(800) 760-8126. 



Two of the children in the Kid's Kamp program sponsored by Sibley UMC take time out 
to welcome folks to the home that they have been painting. 


Local Pastors 
recognized 

The Recognition of Local Pastors and 
those completing License to Preach School 
was held June 3 in the Gold Dome. 

Seventeen people were recognized for 
completing License to Preach School. 

Those with an asterisk by their name are 
also receiving their first appointment to 
serve as local pastors. They are: Phillip 
Bates, Ivory Bell, Gladier Dabon Dalton, 
Reid Gregory Day*, Betty Carolyn Fletcher, 
Felton Wayne Franklin, Jason Klay 
Harrison*, Stephen Hebert, Anna Jackson, 
Katina Lane, Samuel Lynn Neal, Marshall 
Andrew Sevier*, William Edward Smith, 
Ronald Southall, Dave Stewart, Patrick 
Wiggins and John Henry Wilkins*. 

Albert Warren Clifton, II, Jessica Lynn 
Ward, Isaac Leon Hammond, Jr. and 
Caroline Marie Wilkinson completed 
License to Preach School last year, are 
approved, and are receiving their first 
appointments. 

Those to be recognized as local pastors 
having completed the Course of Study 
School are Lawrence Kem Benson, Jr., 
Richard Wayne Davis, William Hartley 
McLain, Doris Riley Sheppard, William 
Madison Turner, Sr. and William Vise 
Turner. 



Single Life* 

Charitable Gift Annuity 
Rates 


Age 

Rate 


55 

_-5r5% 

5.3 

60 


5.5 

65 

J6r0r~ 

.51 

70 

Jsr^T' 

6.1 

75 


6.7 

80 

^r. Or 

7.6 

85 


8.°) 

90+ 

44r3^ 

10.5 


*Two-life rates are lower. 




UNITED METHODIST 

FOUNDATION 

- af Louisiana - 

“Where Faith and Money Come Together” 


Act NOW to lock in these 
higher rates of lifetime income! 

New gift annuity payout rates set by the 
American Council on Gift Annuities will be 
.2 to .8% lower when they take effect July 1, 
2008. 

But you can still create income 
for yourself now and support 
your church forever . 


225.346.1535 or 800.256.9317 

www.umfgiving.org 


Always consult your financial advisor before 
making any significant estate planning decisions. 
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For daily minutes, 
photos and complete 
information from the 
2008 La. Annual 
Conference 
in Shreveport, visit the 
La. Conference web site 
at 

www.la-umc.org 
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UMPACT decison to be made during called session 


The decision on whether or not 
Louisiana will have conference-wide 
insurance coverage through the United 
Methodist Property and Casualty Trust 
has been postponed until a called session 
of the annual conference later this sum¬ 
mer. During the 2008 session of the 


Louisiana Annual Conference June 1 -4, 
Irene Howard with UMPACT thanked the 
280 local churches in the annual confer¬ 
ence who have already submitted the sur¬ 
vey necessary to present a quote for pos¬ 
sible coverage. 

“The vote has been delayed because 


we do not have these surveys from every 
local church. We encourage those 
churches who have not completed the 
task to do so as soon as possible,” said 
Rev. Don Cottrill, provost. The date for 
the called session will be announced 
through the Bishop’s office. 


I Love Thy Kingdom, Lord 

Episcopal Address of 
Bishop William W. Hutchinson 
Monday, June 2,2008 

The Conference year 2007-2008 has 
been quite a year! It was filled with 
moments of victory and triumph on the 
one hand, and moments of great sadness 
and distress on the other. We have 
experienced the revival of some of our 
devastated churches and we have expe¬ 
rienced the closure of others. We have 
known honors for several of our clergy, 
and have suffered sorrow for others. 
We’ve experienced yet another General 
Conference and we are anticipating 
another Jurisdictional Conference. And 
here we are in the beginning of our 
Annual Conference! It is a year for 
Conferencing! 

And it has been a year for continued 
recovery efforts from the hurricanes of 
2005. As in the previous two 
Conference years, the majority of our 
efforts at the administrative level have 
been focused on storm recovery. Every 
time we consider a new ministry of any 
description, the discussion always ends 
up in the backwaters of Katrina and 
Rita. It is simply a reality with which 
we live and will live for some years to 
come. 

So, let me begin there in this address 
to you. 

HURRICANE RECOVERY 

In this past year we have been work¬ 
ing steadily under ’’The Manure Plan”. 
You recall that plan I am sure. But, just 
for reminders let me call your attention 
to Luke’s gospel, chapter 13: 6-9. 

’’And he told this parable: ’A man 
had a fig tree planted in his vineyard: 
and he came seeking fruit on it and 
found none. And he said to the vine¬ 
dresser, ’Lo, these three years I have 
come seeking fruit on this fig tree, and I 
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find none. Cut it down; why should it use 
up the ground?' And he answered him, 'Let 
it alone, sir, this year also, till I dig about it 
and put on manure. And if it bears fruit 
next year, well and good; but if not, you 
can cut it down.'" (RSV) 

The Master's manure plan was actually 
for one year. And that actual year for us 
will begin just as soon as I rap the gavel 
ending this Annual Conference session. 

We have already spent the three years in 
which we have come seeking the fruit. We 
have applied the manure generously. And 
this next year will be the crucial year for 
the production of fruit; enough fruit to 
make all the work to sustain the tree justifi¬ 
able. 

All churches in the Mission Zone are 
working diligently, applying the manure 
and praying that their efforts will bring 
forth the necessary fruit. As one fellow¬ 
ship put it when we had the last mid-year 
review of their work, "We are a fig tree in 
blossom." We are grateful for the blossom¬ 
ing trees and pray they will mature to fruit¬ 
fulness. We are now entering into the har¬ 
vest season for all our efforts and we will 
remain true to the harvest. 

Some, in working toward their own 
fruitfulness have been grafted onto other 
trees so that the new hybrid tree will be 
able to produce. In this Conference year 
we have experienced Brooks United 
Methodist and Shaw Temple United 
Methodist merging their strengths to 
become Brooks/Shaw United Methodist 
Church. We also have experienced First 
United Methodist and Grace United 
Methodist coming together to become 
First/Grace United Methodist Church. 

Sadly, others have made the decision 
that they can no longer function as a 
church and have voluntarily closed their 
doors for ministry. Those are Jefferson 
United Methodist and Ninde Chapel 
United Methodist. There are others in the 
Conference who have had to make the 
same decision, though for reasons other 
than hurricane devastation. They are St. 
Paul United Methodist in New Roads and 
Melville United Methodist; College 
Avenue United Methodist in Natchitoches; 
Washington Chapel United Methodist and 
Bethel United Methodist, both in the 
Monroe District; 

Now, for the positive news about our 
hurricane recovery efforts. We have come 
far enough that we feel we can eliminate 
the office of Mission Zone Director. Dr. 
Martha Orphe has done an exceptional 
work in leading us for these past two years 
through some very difficult terrain! She 
has been strong in her vision and in her 
administration. We are grateful to Martha 
for her wonderful service! She will be 
going to the Conference Office as the 
Executive Director of Multicultural 
Ministries and Mission Coordinator. We 
are grateful we will continue to experience 
her visionary leadership. 

The new District Superintendent of the 
New Orleans District, Dr. Ramonalynn 
Bethley will assume the responsibilities of 
the Mission Zone Director. This is a huge 
step that says we have come a long 
way!Our recovery efforts were a focal 
point at the General Conference earlier this 
spring. We were accorded some key time 


on the agenda to thank the connection for 
all their support and prayers over these 
three years and to encourage them to con¬ 
tinue that support into the future. One of 
the things we specifically asked that they 
would do was to take one more Katrina 
Relief offering on the Sunday nearest the 
anniversary date of Katrina. To date, these 
special offerings have netted almost $4 
million and Louisiana has received the 
lion’s share of those offerings. We have 
been the recipients of $2.5 million to be 
used for salary support and building 
restoration! 

When the 2008 books are closed for the 
Louisiana Conference, I hilly expect to see 
that EVERY church in Louisiana con¬ 
tributed to this special offering, including 
those churches who are the recipients of 
the generosity! 

This past year we have spent some $ 
2,022,357 in salary support for our church¬ 
es in the Mission Zone - which includes 
those in the New Orleans District and the 
Lake Charles District that were so heavily 
damaged and decimated. This is the 
amount AFTER the churches sent what 
they could. Churches were able to send 
some $237,574 back to the Conference to 
help with their salaries. For the coming 
year we will need $1,383,377 for salary 
support alone! And that is with every 
church but two helping to pay some of 
their salaries. Fortunately, we have the 
bulk of this money in hand, or we know 
where we can get it. The remainder we are 
trusting will come from the Katrina Relief 
offering. 

This will undoubtedly be the final year 
we can expect to have that kind of money 
to spend on such support, and the churches 
in the Mission Zone know they must pro¬ 
duce the monies for their own salaries 
beginning in the 2009-2010 Conference 
year. That is why the fruit must be plenti¬ 
ful in this conference year and will clearly 
mark how successful the Manure Plan has 
been! It could lead us to great rejoicing, or 
to some very difficult decisions about the 
continued existence of some of our church¬ 
es. 

NEW CHURCH STARTS 

This past Conference year we have 
experienced three new church starts! Rev. 
Trey Harris, Dr. Jack O’Dell and Rev. 
Leslie Stephens are serving as the founding 
pastors of these new fellowships, all locat¬ 
ed in the Baton Rouge District. I had the 
joy of worshipping with New Song United 
Methodist Church on their official “Launch 
Sunday.” It was a great day of celebration 
with a full house of those who will be 
members and those who were there for 
support. 

I also shared an evening of worship 
with the Worship team of The Well United 
Methodist Church. First United Methodist 
in Hammond hosted us all for a Holy Week 
service. This church has located a beauti¬ 
ful piece of property clearly visible from 
Interstate 12 and just east of Hammond in 
Tangipahoa parish. They have yet to 
launch officially. 

I have been unable to participate in any 
of the preview services of Faith Crossing 
United Methodist Church, now forming in 
Livingston parish. They also have not yet 
launched officially. 

The future of our Church lies in many 


factors. But one of the main factors is how 
many new churches can we start in the 
immediate future. I encourage all of us to 
pray for the success of these new ventures 
for Christ. With the able guidance of Rev. 
Steve Stephens, Director of Church 
Extension and Transformation, we will be 
approaching more new church starts in the 
near future. 

INSTITUTIONAL EXPANSION 

In addition to the new church starts, we 
have experienced great growth in our insti¬ 
tutions as well. In February we celebrated 
the move of The Methodist Home for 
Children in New Orleans to their new 
home in Mandeville. The old property in 
New Orleans will eventually be sold in 
order to provide hinds to pay off all indebt¬ 
edness and provide operating capital for the 
Mandeville location. With this move The 
Louisiana Methodist Children’s Home, 
which up until now has operated only the 
home in Ruston, has become the official 
parent organization to all of our children’s 
work in Louisiana. This is a great accom¬ 
plishment! 

While the home in Mandeville is getting 
established, the plans for a third location of 
The Louisiana Methodist Children’s Home 
in Sulphur are progressing on schedule. A 
beautiful piece of property has been 
secured and plans are now being finalized 
for the construction of a new facility in the 
southwest comer of our state. This is going 
to allow United Methodism to have strong 
ministry to the children and families all 
across Louisiana. 

While the Children’s Home ministry is 
expanding, we also are experiencing 
expansion of the facilities at the Wesley 
Center in Woodworth. A new pavilion is 
nearing completion and ground has been 
broken for a new meeting facility that will 
be built between the two lodges on the 
main campus. Major trails are being laid 
out and surfaced for those who want to 
hike in the beautiful surroundings. All this 
has been made possible through private 
donations. At this time we need about 
$150,000 more to completely cover the 
costs of these new additions. 

And we have dedicated new facilities at 


the Outdoor Wilderness Learning Center in 
Ruston, at North Rampart Community 
Center in New Orleans and at Dulac 
Community Center in Dulac. Ground has 
been broken for a new dormitory in Slidell 
that will house disaster relief workers and 
teams. 

Yes, United Methodism is alive and 
well in Louisiana! 

DIFFICULT DAYS 

Difficulties entered our state in the form 
of allegations of racial injustice in Jena, 
Louisiana. We became the focus of nation¬ 
al attention when it was alleged that six 
young men in Jena were the victims of 
racist politics. Accompanied by other judi¬ 
catory leaders across our state, by the 
chairperson of our own Black Methodists 
for Church Renewal, and the Alexandria 
District Superintendent, I met on two sepa¬ 
rate occasions with Rev. Lyndle Bullard, 
pastor of Nolley Memorial United 
Methodist Church in Jena and some of the 
civic and church leaders of the community. 
Our conversations were helpful and 
instructional. A major lesson we learned 
and supported was that the churches in 
Jena were aligned with each other and 
were the sensitized heralds of racial justice 
for the city. 

When the major march in Jena occurred 
in the fall of 2007, the people of The 
United Methodist Church and other 
Christian churches met thousands of 
marchers with radical hospitality. Church 
buildings were opened for parking, refresh¬ 
ments, bathroom facilities and a place to 
rest. The peaceful demonstration was 
helped to remain such because of the hos¬ 
pitality of the Christian community in Jena. 

Efforts on the part of the churches and 
the citizenry continue to bring reconciling 
conversation and understanding in this 
small community in central Louisiana. 

HOLY LAND PILGRIMAGE 

One of the most memorable events of 
the 2007-2008 conference year was the pil¬ 
grimage to the Holy Land experienced by 
almost 200 persons, including nineteen of 
our Ordinands. As we traveled this beauti¬ 
ful area of our planet and as we walked 
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Address continued 

with reverence and wonder in the areas 
where our Savior lived, taught, preached 
and died, each of us had our own personal 
pilgrimage. To be able to share this with 
those who have been ordained to “preach 
the Word, administer the Holy Sacraments, 
and to serve all God’s people” was indeed 
sacred and very special. 

It is my fervent hope and full intent that 
such opportunity will continue to be given 
to the Ordinands of our conference on a 
regular basis. I know any one of those who 
made this pilgrimage this year will testify 
to the life-changing impact this visit had on 
them. All pilgrims, lay and clergy alike, 
have been permanently changed. The 
ordained will become better preachers, 
more informed teachers, and better pastors 
as a result. And as these ordained servants 
of God are strengthened, along with the 
laity of our conference, the churches will 
flourish in the words and deeds of the 
Master. 

ONE HUNDRED PERCENT (100%) 
APPORTIONMENT PAYOUT!!!. 

And now the drum roll if you please for 
the final great accomplishment of 2007! 

The churches of Louisiana, for the first 
time in recent history, paid your apportion¬ 
ments in full! Not only did you pay the 
general church apportionments, but all the 
jurisdictional and annual conference appor¬ 
tionments as well at 100%. That is an 
incredible accomplishment! 

Congratulations to you! Why not stand 
and congratulate yourselves! 

Does this mean EVERY church was 
able or chose to send in 100% of their ask¬ 
ings? No. Some were unable or chose not 
to. But other sister churches dug deeper in 
their pockets to say, “We can send more 
than we were asked to send. Please apply 
our extra giving to those churches that are 
unable to pay. We don’t necessarily want 
credit for extra payment. We simply want 
the Conference to be able to celebrate the 
100%!” Now that is sacrificial giving! 

And God and the church are honored. 

Bless you, bless you, bless you! 

"I love thy church, O God! 

Her walls before thee stand 
Dear as the apple of thine eye. 

And graven on thy hand. 

For her my tears shall fall. 

For her my prayers ascend. 

To her my cares and toils be given, 
till toils and cares shall end." 

We’ve had a look at the immediate past. 
Now let’s consider the immediate future. 

The past few weeks since General 
Conference have been very emotional ones 
for Kay and me. We’ve been trying to 
make one of the most important decisions 
in our entire lives. The decision was pre¬ 
cipitated by the action of the General 
Conference on Monday evening, April 28. 
In the waning hours of the plenary session 
that night, legislation was introduced that 
would increase the age restriction at which 
retirement would become mandatory for 
bishops. In the midst of the consideration 
of this legislation, an amendment was 
made that would make it effective immedi¬ 
ately. Without discussion and with an 
overwhelming majority, the legislation 


passed. And, just like that, our personal 
future was changed. 

Three bishops in the United States and 
one in the Philippines were immediately 
affected. Bishop Jane Middleton of Central 
Pennsylvania, Bishop Lawrence 
McCleskey of Western North Carolina, 
Bishop Solito Toquero of the Manila Area, 
and myself. All four of us were now 
younger than the required age for retire¬ 
ment! Now this is a way to become 
younger instantly! We could now voluntari¬ 
ly retire, or we could continue to serve for 
another four years. 

Needless to say, our plans for retirement 
are at an advanced stage. Our home is 
built and ready for occupancy. I have been 
in conversation with two different 
Foundations about part time work I would 
do with them. We’ve done everything we 
know to do to prepare ourselves emotional¬ 
ly, spiritually and financially. And we have 
pointed toward August 2008 for a long 
time! 

The encouragement began immediately 
by fellow bishops, delegates to General 
Conference, and from friends around the 
connection that we should stay in active 
service. We met and talked with our dele¬ 
gates from Louisiana, and in particular with 
Dr. Bob Burgess, chair of the Episcopacy 
Committee and with Buzzy Anding, 
Conference Lay Leader. 

To shorten this long, involved and 
roller-coaster story, we feel led to continue 
to serve for an additional four years and we 
will do that only if it can be in Louisiana. 
Much work here is still not accomplished 
and we feel we can continue to be of help 
with recovery efforts and the return to a 
“normal” Conference life. 

That being said, the question becomes, 
“What do I see for the next four years in 
Louisiana?” 

The General Conference heard and 
adopted four foci as the main areas of col¬ 
laboration in which the local church, the 
annual conference, the general boards and 
agencies, the Connectional Table and the 
Council of Bishops would collaborate. The 
simple listing of these four is: 

Developing Principled Christian 
Leaders 

Creating new places for new people by 
starting new congregations and renewing 
existing ones 

Engaging in ministries with the poor 

Improving global health, especially 
attacking the killer diseases of poverty 

In the coming four years I see us giving 
major attention to these four areas of col¬ 
laboration. 

DEVELOPING PRINCIPLED CHRISTIAN 
LEADERS: 

What the development of leaders might 
look like will be the responsibility of our 
Conference Ministry Team that will be 
given new emphasis beginning with this 
conference year. I envision we will be con¬ 
cerned about clergy leadership and laity 
leadership; about youth leaders and older 
adult leaders; and about spiritual leaders as 
well as administrative leaders. 

I envision we will continue to strength¬ 
en our Discemer’s Academy as we identify, 
recruit and enlist persons who are the 
brightest and best Louisiana has to offer for 
the Ordained ministry. It is a distressing 
fact to know that clergy under the age of 35 


have become so scarce. They are even 
scarce enough to have engendered a new 
society in the church - the Spotted Owl 
Society, whose purpose is to help raise up 
younger clergy leadership. Actually, we in 
Louisiana are doing fairly well in this cate¬ 
gory, but we surely can improve. 

We also will need to continue to identi¬ 
fy, recruit and enlist Local Pastors and 
those who want to serve as Part Time Local 
Pastors. We have experienced a shortage 
of these pastoral leaders the past two years 
and we need to increase our supply line. 
Without the Local Pastors our Conference 
would be very short of clergy. 

And we will work even harder to bring 
to a higher level our leadership training 
efforts for both clergy and laity. The 
retreats we have experienced will continue 
and I hope to see them increase in effec¬ 
tiveness and attendance. 

This is where I believe we can revive 
our Continuing Education Task Force and 
have them help us know where we need to 
be focusing and then coordinate all entities 
that provide Continuing Education in our 
conference to focus together on the need. 

I’m excited about the development of 
leaders. It is crucial to our growth as an 
Annual Conference and to the growth of 
our beloved church. 

CREATING NEW PLACES FOR NEW 
PEOPLE BY STARTING NEW CONGRE¬ 
GATIONS AND RENEWING EXISTING 
ONES: 

The focus of new church development 
and transformation is something we have 
begun to concentrate on in Louisiana 
through the establishment of the office by 
the same name. While we have been strug¬ 
gling to recover from the hurricanes, Rev. 
Steve Stephens has been leading this area 
of focus with strength and vision. 

However, now is the time for us to intensi¬ 
fy this focus. 

With the New Orleans area coming out 
of the devastation they have faced, and 
having applied our all-out efforts to the 
reestablishment of what churches we can, it 
is time to consider with greater intensity 
where we need to focus on new church 
development. Our four anchor churches, 
First Street PW, First Grace, St. Luke’s and 
Bethany are doing fairly well. Some are 
recovering more quickly than others. We 
will continue to focus our energies, 
resources and evaluations on these specific 
churches. However, it may be that the 
redevelopment of the city calls for loca¬ 
tions in other spots. We must be at those 
places when the development is ready to 
happen! 

You have already heard me announce 
the closure of a number of churches this 
past year. This is the continuation of a 
downward trend in the number of churches 
for us as a conference. However, there are 
growth areas in Louisiana and we must 
take advantage of those and plant churches 
and fellowships there in order to provide 
places of worship and community in strate¬ 
gic spots. 

At the same time, there are those con¬ 
gregations who want to be transformed and 
are willing to pay the price to be so. Did 
you hear me say, “Pay the price?” I said 
that intentionally. A church is not trans¬ 
formed and will not be transformed without 
paying the price. Many say they want 


transformation, but most are not willing to 
do what they need to do in order to get 
there. We want to focus on those who are 
willing! 

And this is not all focused in the cities 
of our state. There is a new Rural Church 
Initiative being designed and waiting for 
funding right now. It will be the intent of 
this initiative to give the rural churches of 
Louisiana strong leadership, consistent 
leadership, and longer tenured leadership in 
order to help our rural communities and 
churches become again the bellwether 
churches they have been historically before 
the great move to the cities began some 
years ago. 

ENGAGING IN MINISTRIES WITH THE 
POOR: 

This is an area in which we seem to 
have the least understanding and equipping 
knowledge of how to do it. We traditional¬ 
ly have been effective in being in ministry 
to the poor, but not with the poor. 

This will be another challenge for our 
Conference Ministry Team. I envision that 
we will have to develop some trusting part¬ 
ners with the poor among us and have them 
help us know how we can be in ministry 
with them. Obviously, we have those con¬ 
gregations among us who embrace the poor 
of our society and who are made up of the 
poor. We will do our very best to bring 
them into consultation and planning so that 
we can make a difference in this area. 

I don’t have a “grand scheme” in my 
head on this one. All I can offer is a place 
at the table for those of the least economic 
and social means, and welcome them to be 
a planner alongside me to address the most 
crucial issues they face. 

IMPROVING GLOBAL HEALTH, ESPE¬ 
CIALLY ATTACKING THE KILLER DIS¬ 
EASES OF POVERTY: 

The killer diseases of poverty are prima¬ 
rily malaria, AIDS, and tuberculosis. 

Those with the economic means usually 
avoid these diseases, or they at least know 
how to avoid them. Those in poverty do 
not always have the knowledge or the 
resources to avoid them. 

I see our role here as educational and 
economical. These diseases are almost 
fully under control in the United States. 

This is where our outreach to the people of 
the world will be made frilly tangible. We 
can assist in world organizations that edu¬ 
cate people in these areas and we can pro¬ 
vide handing to make the most essential 
materials available to those who are most 
affected by these diseases. 

We began that journey last year when 
we as a Conference raised some $129,000 
for the Global AIDS Fund. This year we 
are seeking to do the same for “Nothing 
but Nets”, an international effort to provide 
chemically treated mosquito nets to the 
people who live in mosquito infested areas 
so that their lives will be protected. It’s 
almost too simple - but we are told that 
$10.00 provides a net and that net will save 
a life. Now how simple and how do-able 
is that! 

Beyond these four foci, or areas of col¬ 
laboration, there are a few other needs we 
must address as a Conference in the com¬ 
ing quadrennium. I only want to mention 
them now and will be laying out specific 

See Address, page8 
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Annual Conference 2008 : We have bei 



Ann Trousdale, Dawn Young and Sarah Shoup were ordained as deacons in full connec¬ 
tion during this year's Ordination and Commissioning Service held June 3. 



Joseph Robideaux, Lane Cotton Winn, 
Gloria Youngblood and Eddie Carpenter 
were commissioned as elders. 


Valerie Robideaux and Laralee DeHart 
were commissioned as deacons during 
the service, held at First UMC, Shreveport. 



Ordained as elders in full connection were top row, Joseph Guo, Simon Chigumira, 
Eunice Chigumira, Jimmy Owens Jr., Juan Huertas, Elenora Cushenberry,and bottom 
row. Shannon DeLaureal, Anice Moses, Elaine Burleigh and Jerry Johnson. The orders of 
Bruce Brown, bottom left, were recognized from another denomination. 



The graphic pictured above was used throughout the 2008 Annual Conference as a 
reminder of this year's theme,'Sanctify You Through and Through.' 



Those receiving their first appointment are: Caroline Wilkinson, Warren Clifton II, Reid 
Day, Issac Hammond Jr., Klay Harrison, Marshall Sevier and Johnny Wilkins. 



Those completing the License to Preach School are: Stephen Hebert, Katina Lane, Sam 
Neal, Patrick Wiggins, Marshall Sevier and Johnny Wilkins. 




Those completing the License to Preach School are: Phillip Bates, Gladier Dalton, Reid 
Day, Carolyn Fletcher, Felton Franklin and Klay Harrison. 


Those completing the Course of Study are: Billy Turner, Doris Sheppard, Bill McLain, 
Dickie Davis and Larry Benson. 
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n 'Sanctified Through and Through' 


Ken Medema, music director for the 2008 La. Annual Conference, is shown performing 
during a concert held Monday night, June 2 in the Gold Dome. 


Rev. Grace Imathiu, pastor of Brown Deer UMC near Milwaukee, served as this year's 
Bible study leader. Imathiu delivered lessons on Tuesday and Wednesday mornings. 







Clockwise from bottom, Kay Hutchinson 
addresses the members of the confer¬ 
ence, expressing her love and gratitude to 
the group and to everyone they have 
served and met throughout the confer¬ 
ence. Kathy Moore, administrative assis¬ 
tant to Bishop William W. Hutchinson, 
presents Ruth Handy a corsage. Ruth is 
the widow of Bishop W.T. Handy. Rev. Don 
Cottrill, provost, officiates during the roll 
call of the 2008 La. Annual Conference, 
held in the Gold Dome located on the 
campus of Centenary College in 
Shreveport. Bishop Hutchinson receives a 
tattered American flag that flew over one 
of the hundreds of New Orleans homes 
restored by the La. United Methodist 
Disaster Recovery Ministry. Former 
Mission Zone Director Rev. Martha Orphe, 
who is now assuming the appointment of 
Director of Multicultural Ministries for the 
conference, presents the flag to 
Hutchinson. Carolyn Fletcher, left, speaks 
to a fellow member of the conference dur¬ 
ing one of the breaks held between ses¬ 
sions of the three-day long event. 
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Grambling State University Wesley Foundation 


A “Day of Silence, Prayer and 
Celebration” hosted by Grambling State 
University Wesley Foundation and United 
Campus Ministries was held recently on 
campus. 

Holy Bibles were given away by the 
International Gideons. “Biker for Christ” 
Mike Thompson came and witnessed to the 
students. Thompson asked the audience, 
“How far are you from the cross?” 


Three prayer stations were set up dur¬ 
ing the event. One was situated in the 
Office of Student Affairs for staff and fac¬ 
ulty, another at the campus ministry, and 
finally, an Eagle Crest Labyrinth outside 
Robinson Hall-Campus Ministry Spiritual 
Center. Many students came to walk and 
pray before their final examinations for the 
semester. Rev. Connie Breaux, Wesley 
Center director, is shown on a motorcycle. 


Clanton Chapel UMC 



Eluida Hoffpauir Flanakin, 97, was 
recently presented a plaque from the 
Clanton Chapel UMC board on behalf of 
the community of Dulac for her contribu¬ 
tion to Indian education as a Methodist. 
Flanakin made a difference for the 
Houma Indian community during a time 
in history “when no one else saw the 
need.” 

The Mission for Indian Education 
started through Clanton Chapel in 1932 
with Wilhemina Hooper, who recruited 


other Methodists to come to Dulac. 
Flanakin came in 1932 and stayed until 
1936. 

Flanakin was presented the plaque 
during morning worship at Clanton 
Chapel UMC. During worship, Antoine 
“T” Francis, 84, was presented a 
Certificate of Good Conduct by Flanakin. 
Pictured are members of Clanton Chapel 
UMC and friends. The church hosted a 
luncheon after the May 18 worship serv¬ 
ice. 


Wesley Center 



A ground-breaking ceremony was held May 24 for a new meeting building at The 
Wesley Center in Woodworth, La.The construction of the building is a joint venture 
with The Wesley Center and Louisiana Cursillo, sharing equally in the cost of the 
building. At the ceremony, from left, are George Gross, co-chair for La. Cursillo; Rev. 
Dr. Ramonalynn Bethley, District Superintendent for the Alexandria District (now 
serving the New Orleans District); James Goins, chair of The Wesley Center board; 
Judy Gross, co-chair for La. Cursillo; Lewis Smith, immediate past chair of La. Cursillo; 
and Bubba Pennick. Also present were representatives of the contracting firm, 
Migues Deloach Company, and the architectural firm, Barron Heinberg & Brocato. 
The expected date of completion for the project is December of 2008. 


Confidential counseling grants available 


Clergy of the Louisiana conference 
and/or their immediate family members are 
eligible for confidential counseling grants. 
Grants are for up to $300 per request. 

To apply, write a letter to CBOM Care 
and Nurture Chair: 

Rev. Dr. Theresa McConnell 
228 Dogwood Road 
Shreveport, LA 71105-3110 
Include the name, address, and creden¬ 
tials (the letters behind the name) of the 


licensed mental health professional for 
whom you are requesting payment. 
Payment is made directly to the provider. 

The name of the client does not go 
beyond the letter requesting the grant, and 
is kept absolutely confidential as the 
process is implemented. Records of corre¬ 
spondence from the applicant are seen and 
kept only by the chair of Care and Nurture, 
and are destroyed at the end of each calen¬ 
dar year. 



First Street PW UMC 


First Street PW United Methodist 
Church in New Orleans celebrated 175 
years of ministry as a Methodist church in 
the Central City area of the city on May 
18. 

Bishop J. Douglas Wiley of Life Center 
Cathedral led the special worship service. 

A traditional New Orleans jazz parade 
from the church, down St. Charles Avenue 
to the Dryades YMCA, was held. The 
parade featured the Treme Brass Band and 
horse drawn carriages carrying members 
and senior citizens. 

Throughout the year, many special 
events have been held to commemorate the 
special anniversary. 

Fourth and fifth generations of members 
within the church were honored during 
special worship service. 

A youth pageant, with the crowning of a 
king and queen, raised $12,000 that will be 
used for church debt retirement and current 
church operations. 

A gospel concert, featuring the Hartzell 


Mt. Zion Mass choir and First Street PW’s 
choir, was held as well as a music work¬ 
shop featuring Cynthia Wilson. 

Rev. Rudy Rasmus of St. John UMC in 
Houston led a two-night revival, and an 
anniversary banquet was held at the Astor 
Crown Royal Hotel in downtown New 
Orleans. 

First Street had its origins during the 
days of slavery, when slaves were permit¬ 
ted to congregate on an empty lot on the 
Faubourge Livaudais Plantation. In 1833, 
these slaves acquired the land and con¬ 
structed a small building that was used as 
their church. 

After Hurricane Katrina, First Street 
was able to provide a spiritual “harbor” for 
many people. In April of 2007, Peck and 
Wesley United Methodist Churches merged 
with First Street. “We have made it our 
motto to say that we believe in the uncon¬ 
ditional acceptance of all people,” said 
Rev. B. Lance Eden, pastor. 
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Friendship UMC 


A new sign was recently erected at the 
Friendship United Methodist Church in 
Walker. The sign was donated by long-time 
member Mary Sibley Hall in memory of 
her late husband, J.W. Hall; her late son, 


Jimmy Hall; her late sister-in-law, Ella D 
Covington; and her late grandson, Reece 
Rutland. Hall is 77 years old and recently 
celebrated her 60th year as a member of 
the church. 


Foundation sponsors Centenary benefit 


In its ongoing mission to strengthen 
current ministries in the Louisiana Annual 
Conference, the United Methodist 
Foundation of Louisiana was a principal 
sponsor of a community education lunch¬ 
eon April 28 in Shreveport to benefit 
Centenary College of Louisiana’s Christian 
Leadership Center. 

The Christian Leadership Center, for¬ 
merly known as Church Careers, is a pro¬ 
gram dedicated to theological study, inno¬ 
vative leadership training, interreligious 
and interdenominational dialogue, issues of 
peace and justice, spiritual formation and 
Christian discipleship. 

“The Foundation has always been com¬ 
mitted to leadership development,” said 
Rob Fairly, Foundation president, who 
attended the event at Broadmoor United 


Methodist Church. “We double-tithe our 
income to support various seminary schol¬ 
arships and leadership development pro¬ 
grams every year.” 

In addition to leadership development, 
the Foundation supports a variety of min¬ 
istries through its Grants Program, includ¬ 
ing church expansion, the two children’s 
homes, and grants to hire youth ministers 
and grantwriters within the Conference. 

Located in Baton Rouge, the United 
Methodist Foundation of Louisiana was 
founded in 1975 and serves United 
Methodist churches, institutions and indi¬ 
viduals within the Louisiana Annual 
Conference, providing financial manage¬ 
ment, consultation and education, loans 
and grants. 


Disaster Recovery Center dedicates home 



Joe Burke, Operations Manager for the Louisiana United Methodist Southeast Disaster 
Recovery Center, leads a Litany of Dedication for the rebuilt home of "Ms." Martha in 
Slidell. Martha's previous home, which stood on the same lot as the rebuild, was 
destroyed when a tree fell on the house and six feet of flood water entered the home 
during Hurricane Katrina. Although the homeowner received Road Home funding, it 
was not sufficient to build a new home."l started to pray and pray, and one day Mr. 
Glenn knocked on my door. He said 'Martha, I've come to build you a house.' She calls 
him her little angel," said Ashley Junot, Volunteer Coordinator for the center. 


Luke's House executive director sought 


The Executive Director of Luke’s 
House provides leadership for the fulfill¬ 
ment of our mission to respond to the 
medical, mental, and spiritual health 
concerns of the post-Katrina New 
Orleans community. 

Responsibilities include organizing, 
networking, fundraising, volunteer train¬ 


ing and coordination, public relations, 
and hands-on clinic operations. No 
medical training is required. 

Fax resume to Rayne Memorial 
United Methodist Church, Att: Rev. 
Carol Winn Crawford at (504) 899-4212, 
or email to Callie@rayneumc.org 


Mallalieu Immanuel UMC 



The United Methodist Men of 
Mallalieu Immanuel United Methodist 
Church in Lafayette recently paid tribute to 
three young scholars. In an effort to 
encourage and promote high academic 
achievement, the unit recognized outstand¬ 
ing students at the high school, community 
college, and university levels. Each recipi¬ 
ent was presented with a dozen roses and a 
gift certificate. The mother of each young 
lady was also given roses. 

The high school recipient was Ellyse 
Toussaint. She is a student in the engineer¬ 
ing academy at Northside High School. As 
a junior in that program, she is a member 
and current president of the National 
Honor Society. She has been named 
Outstanding Engineering student in her 
sophomore and junior years. She is also a 


cheerleader and a member of the soccer 
team. As an active member of several 
clubs, she participates in student govern¬ 
ment and other organizations. 

Amber Funzie is a recent recipient of 
honors for her academic achievement at 
SLCC. While maintaining high academic 
standards, she is a wife and new mother to 
Monae Allyse. She continues to strive for 
excellence even while her husband, 
Monterio, serves in the military. 

At ULL, Ranell Skipper is an honor stu¬ 
dent. After being displaced from Dillard 
University following hurricane Katrina, she 
has found her place at the university and 
become very active with her sorority, 

AKA. She was recognized recently at the 
honors program at ULL. 


Zwolle UMC 



Zwolle United Methodist Church held the 
latest in a series of ice cream socials on 
June 8. The third such event, the church 
plans to hold three more in the fall. 

Using the theme "Unity in the 
Community," visitors and members enjoy 
music and refreshments during these 
events."It's simply an effort to offer 
Christian fellowship among our local 
churches and maybe even touch the lives 
of some of our unchurched neighbors," 
said pastor. Rev. Dick Hooten. 


UMCOR emergency kit collection results made known 


Prior to the 2008 Louisiana Annual 
Conference, all Districts participated in a 
collection drive for emergency supply kit 
items for distribution through UMCOR 
Sager Brown in Baldwin, La. A total of 
$2,368 and more than 900 layette, bedding 
and sewing kits were collected. 

By District, the following number of 
kits were collected: Acadiana, 136; 
Alexandria, 79; Baton Rouge, 132; 
Monroe, 125; Shreveport, 150; Lake 
Charles, 132; and New Orleans, 136 kits. 


Many churches not only collected kits, 
but took this opportunity to deliver them to 
Sager-Brown themselves and work at the 
facility. Others brought their kits to annual 
conference in Shreveport. 

Thank you! Because of your generosi¬ 
ty, when the cyclones and earthquakes and 
tornadoes and flooding came, United 
Methodists were there with the supplies 
and resources that were needed. Your gen¬ 
erosity made it possible to share the love 
and light of Christ in very tangible ways. 
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ways to address them in the coming 
months. 

1. Property and Casualty Insurance 

As all of us know, we have been work¬ 
ing diligently to find a way to make our 
churches insurable at a lower premium 
cost. Many churches are finding their 
property insurance doubling and tripling as 
a result of the hurricanes of 2005. Many 
churches are simply uninsured because 
they can’t afford the premiums. That is 
totally unacceptable. One of the things that 
got us into such deep trouble in the New 
Orleans area was inadequate or non-exis¬ 
tent insurance on church property. 

We thought we would be ready at this 
session of Annual Conference to present a 
proposal that would help answer this 
dilemma. It has been presented and dis¬ 
cussed in District Meetings, it has been dis¬ 
cussed in Pre-Conference meetings, and 
there will be some discussion here at this 
session of Annual Conference. However, 
because of the slowness of response, or the 
refusal of response on the part of several of 
our churches to the survey to gather the 
needed information to put a premium price 
on property and casualty insurance we do 
not have the necessary figures to put before 
you so you can make an informed decision. 

Because this whole matter is critical to 

First UMC - Lake Charles seeks 
Director of Community Life 

First United Methodist Church, a large, 
active downtown church, is seeking a 
Director of Community Life. 

This person is responsible for ensuring 
that the congregation provides a dynamic 
menu of transformational programming, 
outside of the Sunday morning worship 
experience, which draws the congregation 
and community into a deeper walk with 
Christ. The position is directly responsible 
for adult and family programs through the 
recruitment, training, and deployment and 
leadership of laity. This person workswith 
other staff members to ensure an integrated 
plan for ministry and disciple formation. 
Additional duties include planning and 
coordinating congregation-wide communi¬ 
ty-building events. 

Applicant must have a strong faith, 
adequate Bible knowledge, ministry expe¬ 
rience, and a desire to work in a team set¬ 
ting. Salary is commensurate with experi¬ 
ence. High school diploma required, col¬ 
lege degree preferred. 

For a more complete job description or 
more information, contact Rev. Richard 
Humphries @ richard.humphries@fum- 
clc.org 


The New Orleans District Office 
has moved! 

The new location is 

3117 22nd Street ; Suite #5 
Metairie , LA 70002 
504-835-6330 (office) 
504-835-6364 (fax) 

Please continue to use our post 
office box for mailing any 
correspondence to our office 

P.O. Box 15259 
New Orleans, LA 70175 


the insurability of all our churches, we are 
not going to call for a decision at this ses¬ 
sion. However, we will call for a special 
session of the Annual Conference, to be 
announced later, at which we will consider 
the matter of property and casualty insur¬ 
ance and insurance as it relates to Safe 
Sanctuaries, which is as critical a matter, 
maybe even more so, than the property 
insurance. 

2. Coordination of our Mission 
Outreach 

I have said this many times and want to 
emphasize it once more. The Louisiana 
Annual Conference is one of the most gen¬ 
erous and mission-minded conferences I 
know. We do an exceptional amount of 
mission outreach ministry. And I believe 
we can strengthen that ministry through 
some basic coordination of our efforts and 
our focus. 

Do you realize we support mission work 
in a major way in Russia, Cambodia, 
Bulgaria, Senegal, Cuba, South Africa, 
Honduras and Mexico? We have a partner 
agreement with West Angola, and here we 
will vote on a proposal to build a dormitory 
at Africa University in Zimbabwe! There 
are probably more - but that makes my 
case! We need the coordination to see just 
where all we are and how we can strength¬ 
en our work. 


Dr. Martha Orphe has been appointed to 
serve in the capacity of Mission 
Coordinator in addition to her work as 
Director of Multicultural Ministries. I 
believe this will be the link that will 
strengthen our chains of love around the 
world. She has not begun her work as yet, 
but will be producing a plan, which I will 
review and to which I will give my 
approval that will begin to move us for¬ 
ward even more. As that plan is finalized 
we will be unrolling it for the Annual 
Conference to use. 

3. Strengthening the Black Church 

Let me quote to you my words in a 
report to the Jurisdictional Episcopacy 
Committee when I thought I would be 
retiring. “My deepest level of concern is 
with the visible decline of the African 
American churches in Louisiana. Of 
course, Katrina and Rita had something to 
do with that, but the African American 
church throughout our Conference is 
declining in strength and numbers at an 
alarming rate. Major attention needs to be 
given to this area in the immediate future.” 

I propose to “ramp up” the 
Strengthening the Black Church Task Force 
for the express purpose of evaluating what 
is happening in this area and working dili¬ 
gently to stop the hemorrhaging. We will 
expand the Task Force to include the 


expertise we need to address this major 
issue and will make every effort to turn this 
tide. 

4. Study of the Funding for the Annual 
Conference 

As we face the future, we cannot contin¬ 
ue to do business as usual. We are a very 
generous people. But even the most gener¬ 
ous well can run dry. We need to assess 
our resources seriously and spend accord¬ 
ingly. Thank God we live in the mindset of 
abundance - not a mindset of scarcity - 
and I fully expect we will continue to do 
so. But financial prudence is incumbent 
upon us. 

I hope to enter into a serious dialogue 
with our newly constituted Council on 
Finance and Administration and determine 
the best way to review all our resources 
and all our expenditures and how we can 
best use the generous gifts of God’s people 
for the greatest good. It may be that we 
will appoint a “Blue Ribbon Committee” to 
undertake this task. It may be that the 
CF&A will want to do that themselves with 
some invited help. However it is to be 
done, it will be done! Not to reduce spend¬ 
ing! But to channel our generosity to it’s 
greatest good. 

All of this is a huge agenda that lies in 
front of us. But, with God’s help, we will 
be able to address it all and even add more. 



Single Life* 

Charitable Gift Annuity 
Rates 


Age 

Rate 

55 

5.3% 

60 

5.5 

65 

5.7 

70 

6.1 

75 

6.7 

80 

7.6 

85 

8.9 

90+ 

10.5 


* Rates effective 7/1/08. 
Two-life rates are lower. 


pi 


UNITED METHODIST 

FOUNDATION 

of Louisiana - 

Faith and Money Come Together” 


Gasoline has hit an all-time high, and new gift 
annuity payout rates set by the American Council 
on Gift Annuities will soon be lower. 

But you can still secure payments for life with 
a charitable gift annuity through your United 
Methodist Foundation. Attractive rates, partially 
tax-free and a legacy for your church. 

Enjoy the benefits of a 

GIFT ANNUITY NOW! 


225.346.1535 or 800.256.9317 

www.umfgiving.org 

Always consult your financial advisor before 
making any significant estate planning decisions. 
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Dedication of 
New Pavillion at 
The Wesley Center 

July 26 at 12 noon 
(followed by lunch) 
Reservations for lunch 
may be made by calling 

( 318 ) 449-4500 
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Diversity reflected in 2008 ordinand class of elders 


BY BETTY BACKSTROM 

Reaching more people, more diverse 
people, and younger people—as we face 
the future, these are major focuses of The 
United Methodist Church. 

The members of the 2008 ordinand 
class of elders for the Louisiana Annual 


Conference seem to reflect those three 
ambitions especially well. 

In a class of 11 elders, five are women, 
one of them expecting a baby. Two of the 
newly ordained elders hail from Africa, and 
three others are African American. One 
class member was bom in China and 


another in Puerto Rico. 

Rev. Juan Huertas is 29 years old, and 
most members of the class are in their 30’s 
and 40’s. 

“The makeup of this group is an indica¬ 
tion of the new age in which we live. The 

See Ordinands, page 7 


A Sanctifying Laity 

2008 Laity Address of 
Buzzy Adding 
Tuesday, June 2,2008 

Bishop Hutchinson, Provost Cottrill, 
Secretary Rhoads, Members, Guests and 
Friends of the Louisiana Annual 
Conference, and my brothers and sisters 
in Christ: 

On this occasion of the last Annual 
Conference in the quadrennium, a 
General Conference year in which it 
was the turn of the first-elected lay dele¬ 
gate to head the delegation, it is my 
honor to bring to you both the tradition¬ 
al laity address and a report on General 
Conference. 

Many of the officers and at-large 
members of the Board of Laity are com¬ 
pleting their terms of service this year. 
As was announced at the laity session 
yesterday, donations have been made to 
the 1000 Club and the Daughenbaugh- 
Matheny Scholarship Fund in their 
honor, and in recognition of their serv¬ 
ice on the board. However, I would 
like to take this opportunity to ask all of 
the outgoing, continuing and new offi¬ 
cers and members of the Board of Laity 
to stand, so that the Annual Conference 
may recognize your leadership and serv¬ 
ice. 

The theme of this year’s Annual 
Conference is “Sanctifying Grace,” 
what John Wesley also called “Christian 
perfection” -— the process of spiritual 
transformation by which we are “filled 
with the fullness of God,” to the end 
that God’s “humble, gentle, patient 
love.. .(rules) our tempers, words and 
actions,” and our lives are fully dedicat¬ 
ed to Him. We as United Methodists 
recognize that this process of transfor¬ 
mation is not just for our personal sanc¬ 
tification and salvation, but also 
empowers, enables and equips us to 

See Address, page 2 
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ON THE JOURNEY 


Stars and Stripes Forever 


We were part of a great church serv¬ 
ice this morning (06/29/08) in which we 
celebrated our country’s heritage and 
remembered the relationship between 
God’s will for our lives and our own free 
will to pursue happiness. From the open¬ 
ing voluntary, which was a combination 
of organ and brass, to the closing brass 
performance of John Phillip Sousa’s 
“Stars and Stripes Forever” it was a red, 
white and blue morning. We even had 
the traditional rendering of Wilhousky’s 
arrangement of “The Battle Hymn of the 
Republic” and sang as a congregation 
“God of the Ages”, “America the 
Beautiful” and “America.” There were 
no American flags waved, but it was 
clear from start to finish that this was a 
celebration of who we are as a people 
under God. 

As we progressed through the service 
I was moved at many places by what 
was said, sung, or played. But there 
were no rising emotions that swept me 
off my feet, or produced tears that 
embarrassingly welled up in my eyes. It 
was, in my experience, simply another 
service of reflection on the Fourth of July 
and I appreciated all that happened. But, 
then came the closing voluntary with a 
small brass band playing “Stars and 
Stripes Forever” and I began to tear-up! 
Now explain that to me! Everyone else 
around me was clapping to the marching 
beat, smiling at the rousing tune, and 
ecstatic when the piccolo player did trills 
and thrills. And there I sat (at first), and 
stood (when everyone else rose to their 
feet) and tried to keep from crying a river 
right there in front of everybody. 

Suddenly I was transported back 
through my life to places I hadn’t been in 
a long time. I stood in the presence of 
people who are long gone from this 
earth, but who are very much a part of 
the communion of the saints. And I 
marched, and marched, and marched 
through early-childhood, adolescence, 
youth, young-adulthood, middle age, and 
the present age! I was on quite a jour¬ 
ney. 

I was back in Monument, New 
Mexico for a brief moment. I was in the 
presence of my parents, around the fami¬ 
ly table where they were smiling and 
laughing. I marched with my grandpar¬ 
ents around their coffee table while Don 
McNeal’s (sp?) Breakfast Club came 
over the radio. 

I was in Hobbs, New Mexico march¬ 
ing in the Eagle Band, out front as the 
Drum Major, in a fun Fourth of July 
street parade. I was even in the football 
stadium of Hobbs High School marching 
onto that field of play with the “Eagle 
War Hymn.” 

And then I marched onto the football 
field in Owen Stadium, the home of the 
University of Oklahoma Sooners! I was 
once again the right guide on the front 
row of the “Pride of Oklahoma” with my 
trombone raised to row 72, the highest 
seat in the stadium in my years, and 


playing “Boomer 
Sooner” and having 
the crowd go 
berserk, much as 
they do here at LSU 
when the “Golden 
Band from Tiger 
Land” takes the 
field. 

I could have gone 
many more places. 
However, I had to 
continually tell myself, “Quit thinking of 
these things or you are going to embar¬ 
rass yourself!” So I intentionally shut 
down the experience. It was a moving 
moment. 

I’ve spent some of the afternoon ana¬ 
lyzing my emotional involvement with 
the only “secular” thing that happened in 
church, while not being swept away by 
any “spiritual” moment that happened. 
And my only solution is this: We long 
for that which makes us happy and 
secure and that connects us to the people 
and places where we were filled with joy 
and where we knew our lives counted for 
something. That could be a multitude of 
places - even a progression of marching 
bands across the years. And there 
shouldn’t be a demarcation between 
“sacred” and “secular!” In fact, in the 
Kingdom of God all things are to be 
sacred, even the old pots and pans in 
your house and the bells that are on the 
bridles of horses! (cf. Zechariah 14: 20- 
21) And in God’s Kingdom that applies 
to great hymnody as well as to stirring 
marches. Which tells me I had a “spiritu¬ 
al” experience with the “Stars and 
Stripes Forever.” 

So, here’s to you, America. Happy 
Birthday! There are so many things 
about you that are truly of God. And 
there are still many things that are con¬ 
trary to God. There are many things 
about you that are truly sacred. There 
are others that are nothing short of bla¬ 
tantly secular and devoid of God. But I 
celebrate the fact that we’re still on the 
march toward that day when “all things” 
shall reflect the glory of God, and God’s 
Kingdom will be fully realized among 
us. 

When we finally submit ourselves to 
rein every part of our culture and our 
individual freedoms into and under the 
reign of God, then the Kingdom is com¬ 
plete. It is a day devoutly to be wished 
and a time for which our hearts and spir¬ 
its long. “America, America, may God 
thy gold refine, till all success be noble¬ 
ness, and every gain divine.” 

In Christ’s love, 


Bill Hutchinson 





Bishop William W. 
Hutchinson 


Address, from page 1 

“walk as Christ walked”—to love, reach 
out and witness and minister to our neigh¬ 
bors and to all of God’s children, so that 
they may also be able to know and to expe¬ 
rience God’s saving and transforming 
grace. 

The transforming element and power of 
sanctifying grace were recognized by 
General Conference this year when it 
approved the addition of language to the 
Book of Discipline, which now describes 
the mission of the church as making “disci¬ 
ples of Jesus Christ for the transformation 
of the world.” The role of the laity in that 
transformation process was recognized and 
affirmed at General Conference by the 
addition of a new paragraph to the Book of 
Discipline, entitled “The Ministry of the 
Laity.” Listen to its words: 

“The ministry of the laity flows from a 
commitment to Christ’s outreaching love. 
Lay members of the United Methodist 
Church are, by history and calling, active 
advocates of the Gospel of Jesus Christ. 
Every lay person is called to carry out the 
General Commission...; every lay person 
is called to be missional. The witness of 
the laity, their Christ-like examples of 
everyday living as well as the sharing of 
their own faith experiences of the Gospel is 
the primary evangelistic ministry through 
which all people will come to know Christ 
and the United Methodist Church will ful¬ 
fill its mission.” 

Those missional and evangelistic 
responsibilities of the laity were additional¬ 
ly accentuated when the General 
Conference voted to add “witness” to the 
liturgy of membership vows used when 
one makes a profession of membership, so 
that a new member will now make the 
pledge to support the church through 
“prayers, presence, witness, gifts, and serv¬ 
ice.” 

Unfortunately, despite such a powerful 
and eloquent description of what we as 
laity are or should be about in our commu¬ 
nities and in the world, the results have not 
always been reflective of those representa¬ 
tions. Poverty and strife continue to 
plague our hurting world, while our United 
Methodist Church is aging, and its num¬ 


bers in the U.S. and Europe are declining. 

The extent of the challenge before us 
was detailed in the State of the Church 
Report published by the Connectional 
Table of our denomination in the spring of 
2007, which revealed the following: 

The average United Methodist is now 
57 years old. 

In some countries, notably the United 
States, we are not effectively reaching 
youth and young adults; United Methodists 
under age 18 account for just 4.6 percent of 
church membership worldwide. 

The number of ordained and commis¬ 
sioned elders under age 35 in the United 
States totals a mere 850. 

Membership globally is increasing, but 
U.S. membership has slipped below 8 mil¬ 
lion people for the first time since the 
1930’s, even as non-white and immigrant 
populations in the U.S. are experiencing 
rapid growth. 

While total giving in the United States 
has increased, the number of givers has 
decreased. 

Recognizing such discouraging statis¬ 
tics, North Georgia Conference Lay Leader 
Lyn Powell, in her laity address to General 
Conference, confronted us with the notion 
that “something has happened to the laity 
in the last 40 years. Somehow, too many 
of us have disengaged from the idea of 
having a ministry of any kind, much less a 
transforming one. And I submit to you,” 
she continued, “that it is no coincidence 
that when the laity disengaged from the 
ministry the denomination began to 
decline.” 

Ms. Powell reminded us that “(i)t is not 
the calling of the laity to sit back and 
receive the ministry from the clergy. It is 
the calling of the laity.. .to be equipped by 
the clergy to go out and do the ministry.” 

What, then, can we do to reverse this 
trend of decline? What can we do to more 
faithfully and effectively respond to 
Christ’s calling? In his insightful and 
challenging presentation to us at the 
Bishop’s Laity Retreat in March, Dr. 

Lovett Weems led many of our conference 
laity, and even some of our clergy, in an 
exploration of his work for the Council of 
Bishops which resulted in his publication 
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Address continued 

entitled “Ten Provocative Questions for the 
United Methodist Church.” During the 
course of his weekend with us, Dr. Weems 
asked all of us to consider whether our 
ministries may have lost focus upon their 
original goals, and on our calling as 
Christians. We had occasion to briefly 
consider his insights during our laity ses¬ 
sion yesterday. As Dr. Weems invited us to 
consider, perhaps we need to add a “so 
that” to everything we plan and do in min¬ 
istry, to remind us that we do all of these 
“church” things “so that” God’s love and 
gospel may be shared, “so that” His chil¬ 
dren may be nurtured and protected from 
harm, “so that” disciples may be made, and 
“so that” lives — and the world — may 
be transformed. 

Those of us who were honored and 
privileged to represent you at General 
Conference in April were encouraged to 
learn, though, that while our denomination 
certainly has its challenges, the news is not 
all bad, and that United Methodism and the 
Gospel of Christ are not in decline every¬ 
where. Between 1995 and 2004, while 
professing membership in the United States 
and Europe was diminishing, thousands of 
new spiritual seekers in Africa and 
Southeast Asia were flocking to United 
Methodist churches every day for spiritual 
nurture. During that same decade, the 
number of professing members across 
Africa and Southeast Asia increased by 
more than 200 per cent. In one of several 
inspiring messages delivered by Bishops to 
the gathered body at General Conference, 
Bishop Machado of Mozambique emotion¬ 
ally shared with us that he was a product of 
the United Methodist Church’s missionary 
and evangelistic efforts in the 1950’s, 

1960’s and 1970’s. Bishop Machado said 
that just as much of Africa has been trans¬ 
formed by decades of faithful work by 
United Methodists, so can the rest of the 
world be transformed. 

But it won’t be by “just disciples,” he 
added. “We need true disciples. To trans¬ 
form the world,” he said, “we must be 
transformed ourselves.” Then, in words 
that could have been expressed to this body 
as easily as to General Conference, Bishop 
Machado concluded: “.. .(T)he church is 
blessed with men and women, lay and cler¬ 
gy, with tremendous gifts and vitality. We 
(just) need to do what we say.” 

In the effort to respond to this chal¬ 
lenge; to redirect our focus; and to trans¬ 
form ourselves and our discipleship, so that 
we in turn can more faithfully and effec¬ 
tively make disciples for the transformation 
of the world; the Council of Bishops in 
consultation with other denominational 
leaders has developed four areas of major 
focus and connectional collaboration to 
guide the future work of our denomination. 
You heard them yesterday in the Episcopal 
address, but they bear repeating: 

Developing principled Christian leaders 
for the church and the world. 

Creating new places for new people by 
starting new congregations and renewing 
existing ones. 

Engaging in ministry with the poor. 

Stamping out killer diseases by improv¬ 
ing global health. 

As we delegates learned, these four 
areas of focus and collaboration are already 


guiding the work of our denomination’s 
general agencies, and, as you heard from 
Bishop Hutchinson yesterday, our confer¬ 
ence is also working intentionally in these 
areas. They offer the promise of changing 
our denominational focus from divisive 
social and doctrinal issues to positive 
opportunities for mission and ministry; 
from the specter of schism and separation, 
back to our true calling of discipleship and 
transformation. Equally as important, their 
emphasis on practical, working, inviting 
discipleship rather than on doctrinal divi¬ 
sion and exclusivity offers the prospect of 
reminding us how to begin to regain and 
restore — to our denomination and to our 
local churches — the spiritual and evangel¬ 
istic fervor that were the hallmarks of John 
Wesley’s ministry and teachings, the legacy 
of early Methodism, and the powerful 
model of Christian discipleship that we as 
United Methodists have somehow mis¬ 
placed — and that has even been co-opted 
by non-denominational community 
churches which utilize Wesleyan methods 
to experience remarkable growth, while our 
own churches continue to languish. 

These four areas of focus and collabora¬ 
tion were mentioned frequently in the 
reports of general agencies that delegates 
heard, and in the debates in which dele¬ 
gates participated, with a renewed and 
intentional emphasis on mutual respect, 
civility and “Holy Conferencing.” All of 
the approximately 1000 delegates also 
received a copy of Bishop Reuben Job’s 
book entitled Three Simple Rules that Will 
Change Your World: A Wesleyan Way of 
Living, containing John Wesley’s three 
simple, general rules for God’s church and 
His disciples: Do no harm; do good; and 
stay in love with God. These simple but 
powerful rules were also mentioned fre¬ 
quently during General Conference, and, at 
least from my observation, the stress given 
to the 4 areas of focus, the 3 Simple Rules 
and civility in debate elevated the atmos¬ 
phere of deliberations substantially closer 
to the goal of “Holy Conferencing” than 
the confrontation that characterized much 
of the debate in previous General 
Conferences. 

The transforming power of God’s sanc¬ 
tifying grace was also recognized in the 
theme of this year’s General Conference, 
which was “A Future with Hope - Making 
Disciples for Jesus Christ for the 
Transformation of the World.” Certainly 
the worldwide nature of God’s church and 
our denomination was apparent in much of 
the conference’s deliberations and deci¬ 
sions. In the time remaining to me, let me 
touch upon a few highlights of what was 
accomplished: 

A $642 million denominational budget 
was approved for the next quadrennium, 
which represents only a 1.2 per cent annual 
increase for a total increase of only 4.8 per¬ 
cent over the next four years. Our own 
Don Avery and the rest of the GCFA 
worked diligently throughout conference to 
rein in additional spending requests, shift 
resources and negotiate with other general 
church agencies and the Connectional 
Table, with the almost unbelievable result 
that, despite the passage of legislation call¬ 
ing for the expenditure of some $3.7 mil¬ 
lion in unbudgeted funds, GCFA was able 
to accommodate those requests and not add 
one penny to the $642 million bottom line. 


In response to proposals from a task 
force studying the increasingly global 
nature of our denomination, approximately 
$600,000 of this new budget is pledged to 
the work of a committee which will make 
recommendations to the 2012 General 
Conference on how to change from a 
United States-centric structure to a more 
uniform, global structure. 23 constitution¬ 
al amendments were passed which make it 
possible for this change to occur, assuming 
ratification by a 2/3 vote of the aggregate 
total of annual conferences and eventual 
approval of the recommended restructuring 
legislation. 

In other legislative action related to 
worldwide United Methodism, Cote 
d’Ivoire in Africa, the newest and largest 
regional conference of the denomination 
with almost 700,000 members, received its 
frill rights and responsibilities, which could 
result in greater representation of this West 
African country in future general confer¬ 
ences. Delegates also approved $20 mil¬ 
lion for Africa University in Zimbabwe, 
and $2 million to help United Methodist 
theological schools in Africa train addition¬ 
al pastors. 

Bill Gates, Sr., father of the Microsoft 
founder and co-chair of the Bill & Melinda 
Gates Foundation, addressed the confer¬ 
ence and thanked our denomination for 
being a partner in the Nothing But Nets 
campaign to eliminate malaria in Africa. 

He reported that more than $20 million has 
been raised since the campaign began in 
2006. We also celebrated the award of $5 
million from the Gates Foundation and the 
United Nations Foundation, in recognition 
of the strength and effectiveness of our 
denomination’s world-wide connection, to 
support a fund-raising and educational 
campaign to help prevent deaths related to 
malaria, HIV/AIDS and tuberculosis. In 
another remarkable addition to this great 
mission effort, some creative fundraising 
involving the auction and sale of basket¬ 
balls autographed by the Council of 
Bishops resulted in the raising of an addi¬ 
tional $429,000 during conference for the 
Nothing but Nets Campaign. 

The work of United Methodism to fight 
disease, end poverty, and promote peace 
Once this major debate was concluded, 
additional related legislation passed without 
extensive debate. This included the prohi¬ 
bition of the ordination and appointment of 
self-avowed practicing homosexuals, and 
the prohibition of ministers to perform 
same-sex unions or marriages. 

The new Social Creed proposed by the 
Board of Church and Society was 
approved, not as a new social creed but as 
a companion litany of poetic expression for 
the former Social Creed, which will 
remain. 

A number of proposed resolutions call¬ 
ing for the divestment of church investment 
in companies that do business with Israel 
and which in doing so were said to “cause 
harm to Palestinians” were rolled into one 
petition that was overwhelmingly defeated. 
A much publicized resolution that had 
called for divestment from the Caterpillar 
Corporation had been withdrawn before the 
conference began. Instead, the conference 
called upon both Israelis and Palestinians to 
uphold U.N. resolutions and International 
Court of Justice rulings, and to come 
together to negotiate a peaceful solution to 


the Mid-East Crisis. 

One divestment petition did pass, how¬ 
ever, which called on United Methodists to 
cease investment in companies which sup¬ 
port the government of Sudan, as a denom¬ 
inational statement against the genocide 
occurring in that area. 

Concerned about finances, the confer¬ 
ence approved a plan that will result in one 
less bishop in four of the five U.S. jurisdic¬ 
tions, beginning in 2012. The savings will 
be used to fund new Episcopal areas else¬ 
where in the world. 

The conference voted to continue a 
Study on the Ministry authorized by the 
2004 General Conference. This study 
group continues to address the ordering of 
ministry, the separation of ordination and 
conference membership, and the streamlin¬ 
ing of the ordained ministry candidacy 
process. Some petitions in this area were 
passed, however, including legislation that 
would allow deacons to serve communion 
under certain circumstances, and a pro¬ 
posed constititutional amendment which, if 
later ratified, would grant deacons, associ¬ 
ate members, provisional members and cer¬ 
tain Local Pastors the right to vote on 
General Conference delegates. 

Other proposed constitutional amend¬ 
ments which passed, but must still receive 
Annual Conference ratification, include the 
following: 

One that reduces from two to one the 
number of years a person must be a pro¬ 
fessing member of a local church before 
being eligible to be a member of an annual 
conference; 

One that would require local churches 
and all groups within them to adopt ethics 
and conflict of interest policies, as well as a 
written financial policy to be implemented 
by local church finance committees; and 

One that would make it clear that all 
persons shall be eligible to attend United 
Methodist worship services and, upon tak¬ 
ing vows, become church members. 

While General Conference did not do 
away with the guaranteed appointment sys¬ 
tem for pastors, the Discipline was amend¬ 
ed to give bishops procedures for terminat¬ 
ing an ineffective pastor’s appointment. 
Pastors will be expected to be available for 
an appointment, participate in a review 
process annually, show evidence of contin¬ 
uing effectiveness in ministry, and show 
professional growth. 

Delegates approved the creation of a 
hymnal revision committee and authorized 
it to bring a proposed hymnal to the 2012 
General Conference. An additional group 
will investigate the possibility of an 
Africana hymnal that would incorporate 
music and liturgy from Africa, as well as 
Caribbean, African-American and other tra¬ 
ditions with African roots. 

A number of milestones were celebrat¬ 
ed this year. In the first quadrennial Young 
People’s Address to General Conference, 
six young people with different back¬ 
grounds and perspectives shared their 
thoughts and opinions on important issues 
facing our denomination, and expressed a 
sense of hope for the well-being of the 
church, but also voiced concern for its 
inclusiveness and acceptance. 

A full communion agreement with the 
Evangelical Lutheran Church in America 

See Address, page6 
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Wesley UMC 


Wesley United Methodist Church in Wilson celebrated its 134th anniversary recently 
with singing, recitations, praying and giving thanks, lola C. Bradford, the oldest member 
of the church, was given a plaque and gifts in appreciation for 63 years of dedicated 
service to the church. Hosea Sensley, the oldest man in the church, was recognized for 
more than 40 years of service. Mary T. Charles was thanked for compiling and typing the 
church's programs and certificates on a voluntary basis. Geneva Harry presented the 
awards. 


Conrad to serve as Women's Division director 



Kathleen Conrad 


Fifty United Methodist Women mem¬ 
bers will begin their four-year terms 
as directors of the Women’s Division of the 


United Methodist General Board of Global 
Ministries with an orientation and organi¬ 
zational meeting at Scarritt-Bennett Center 
in Nashville, Tenn., Sept. 4-7. 

Kathleen Conrad, a member of St. Mark 
United Methodist Church in Opelousas, 
La., will be serving as a Women’s Division 
director for a second term. 

United Methodist Women members 
elected 45 of the new directors at meetings 
convened in the denomination’s five juris¬ 
dictional regions this spring. 

“Conference United Methodist Women 
members nominate three people to serve as 
Women’s Division directors, and the elec¬ 
tions take place at the jurisdictional meet¬ 
ings,” explained Dorothy Edmonds, outgo¬ 
ing Women’s Division director from 
Atlanta, Ga., and chair of the division’s 
nominations committee. “Delegates to the 
jurisdictional meetings are elected by 
United Methodist Women in their confer¬ 
ences. The process is the fairest I’ve seen. 
The women aren’t handpicked, but they are 
anointed by the Holy Spirit.” 


Immigration workshops to be held 


Bishop Minerva Carcano of the Desert 
Southwest Conference of The United 
Methodist Church will be a featured speak¬ 
er at “Welcoming the Sojourner — Finding 
the Church’s Voice on Immigration.” The 
event will be held Oct. 16-18 at the Lisle 
Hilton in Naperville, Ill. 

Other featured speakers include Bishop 
Hee-Soo Jung of the Northern Illinois 
Conference. 

A continuing education credit will be 
awarded for the event. Registration fee is 
$95. To register online, go to www.umc- 
gbcs.org/ncjimmigration For more infor¬ 
mation, contact the Rev. Clayton Childers, 
GBCS director of Annual Conference 


Relations, at cchilders@umc-gbcs.org or 
(202) 488-5642. 

A second event will be Sept. 11-13 at 
Hendrix College in Conway, Ark. 

Besides Bishop Carcano, featured 
speakers will include Bill Mefford, GBCS 
director of Civil and Human Rights. 
Bishop Charles Crutchfield of Arkansas 
Conference will lead worship. 

Registration for the Arkansas event is 
$50. To register online, go to www.umc- 
gbcs.org/scjimmigration. For more infor¬ 
mation, contact the Rev. Steve Copley, 
Arkansas Justice for Our Neighbors, at 
(501) 374-3811. 


United Methodist Foundation Elects Board Officers 


Sulphur native Mark McMurry was 
elected Chairman of the Board of the 
Trustees of the United Methodist 
Foundation of Louisiana, and the Reverend 
Jan Holloway of Lafayette was elected 
Vice-Chairman at the Foundation’s Annual 
Meeting in May. The election was ratified 
at the United Methodist Annual Conference 
in June. Their two-year terms began 
immediately upon ratification. 

McMurry succeeds Frank McArthur of 
Baton Rouge as Chair of the Board. He is 
the parish administrator for the Calcasieu 
Parish Police Jury, the governing authority 
of Calcasieu Parish. McMurry is also a 
member and past chair of the 
Administrative Council of Henning 
Memorial United Methodist Church in 


Sulphur and has held numerous leadership 
positions in his church and community. He 
is married to the former Ann Murchison 
and they have five children. 

Holloway is senior pastor of First 
United Methodist Church of Lafayette. 
Prior to attending seminary, she was an 
attorney in Alexandria. 

Located in Baton Rouge, the United 
Methodist Foundation of Louisiana was 
founded in 1975 and serves United 
Methodist churches, institutions and indi¬ 
viduals within the Louisiana Annual 
Conference, providing financial manage¬ 
ment, consultation and education, loans 
and grants. It is one of the largest United 
Methodist Foundations, with over $130 
million in assets. 



Roundgrove UMC 


Round Grove United Methodist Church 
in Shreveport celebrated their new sanctu¬ 
ary with an “Entrance-Consecration” com¬ 
munion service on June 8. Rev. Doug Cain, 
Shreveport District Superintendent, deliv¬ 
ered the message “Gateway to Heaven.” 


Josetta Nedd, wife of pastor Donny R. 
Nedd, read a proclamation from the 
mayor’s office. 

Approximately 250 people attended the 
service. 


Stafford receives J. Henry Bowden, Sr. Preaching Award 



Rev. Larry Stafford, senior pastor of First UMC in Monroe for 13 years, is congratulated 
by Bishop William W. Hutchinson as Stafford receives the J. Henry Bowden Sr. Preaching 
Award at the 2008 La. Annual Conference in Shreveport. Stafford holds 39 years of min¬ 
istry in the conference, and has a daily radio and television ministry called 
"Perceptions." 
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Open House Month celebrated with TV message 



First UMC - Denham Springs 


The Children’s Choir for First United 
Methodist Church in Denham Springs cele¬ 
brated Mother’s Day during the morning 
worship service with the singing of “Love 
is a Special Thing.” Twenty-one children 
and 14 mothers each sang a verse and then 
joined together for the final verse about 
God’s love. The choir is a new part of the 
music ministry of First UMC and is direct¬ 
ed by Rev. Rita Chiasson, Minister of 
Instrumental Music. Erin Sandefur, Chair 
of the Education Committee, and Michelle 
Denton assist. Carol Parker serves as 
accompanist. Pictured above are, first row, 
Casey Gibson, Andee Barr, Brooke 


Sandefur, Grace Sandefiir, Victoria 
Germany, Mason Jochim, Marianne Jones, 
Lauren Price, William Rippel, Carlee 
Crain; second row, Emma Jochim, 
Matthew Whitehead, Caroline Taylor, 

Hope Wilkinson, Sage Annison, Sarah 
Germany, Saydee Barr, Andrew Rippel, 
Kellie Price, Trevor Ray, Allie Crain; third 
row, Michelle Jochim, Erin Sandefur, 
Robyn Germany, Lisa Wilkinson, Wendy 
Gibson, Karen Price, Wendy Ray; and 
fourth row, Holly Annison, Krista Rippel, 
Dianne Boso, Nan Barr, Delia Taylor, Terri 
Whitehead and Sherry Crain. 


Starting the week of Sept. 1, the “Gift” 
Open Hearts television message will begin 
airing, inviting viewers to embrace our 
Wesleyan tradition of giving themselves to 
others. It offers The United Methodist 
Church as a faith community of people 
with similar interests. September Open 
House Month is perfect time to reach out 
to those new in your neighborhood and the 
“Share Your Gifts” message is a good 
opportunity to share your ministries with 
your community. 

A welcoming faith community can be 
the answer to the prayers of individuals and 
families around your church, and a door 
hanger campaign can be a simple plan. 

Want to go from good to great on your 
welcoming? “Basic Welcoming” helps you 
do just that — and is one of four parts of 
the updated Igniting Ministry Welcoming 
and Media Planner. 

“Basic Welcoming” gives your team 
tools to help assess where your welcoming 


UMCOR Sager Brown Depot has near¬ 
ly depleted its supply of flood buckets after 
shipping thousands of buckets in response 
to recent floods. This low inventory is a 
serious concern especially when the 
Atlantic hurricane season is just beginning. 

A gift of $45 purchases the contents of 


efforts are today, and where you may want 
to make changes, based on helpful exercis¬ 
es like this Walk-through (6C.15) by 
September. 

“Comfort Checklist (6C.13)” looks at 
welcoming through visitor’s eyes. #9: do 
you offer an information table? And there 
are 14 other questions to help you prepare. 

While you are polishing your welcome 
for Open House guests, don’t forget your 
online visitors and their welcome. 

• Alice on your home page to welcom¬ 
ing guests. Don’t hide all your welcome 
under a link. 

• People will linger more when they see 
pictures of other people. Remember, 
church is not a building. [Stay safe, though. 
Do not display identifiable pictures of fam¬ 
ily members under 13.] 

• Seekers are first looking for “people 
like me,” so the more often you can share 
another newcomer’s story, or connect visi¬ 
tors with other newcomers, the better. 


one bucket, providing needed relief sup¬ 
plies. Checks can be placed in the Sunday 
offering plate or mailed to La. Annual 
Conference, 527 North Blvd., Baton 
Rouge, LA 70802. Write “UMCOR 
Advance 901440, UMCOR Material 
Resources” on the memo line of the check. 


First UMC - Slidell 


Sager Brown in urgent need of flood buckets 


September is Christian Education month 


BY REV. DAWN YOUNG 

The Purpose of 
Christian Education 

“When we join The 
United Methodist 
Church, we promise to 
support it with our- 
prayers, our presence, 
our gifts, and our serv¬ 
ice. This is our response 
to God’s callin our lives.... Because we 
live every day knowing we have been freed 
by the forgiving love of God, we are 
empowered to share that love with others 
and to work for justice in the world. All of 
us grow in our own faith when we offer it 
to others and when others nurture our faith. 
Christian education is the lifelong journey 
of teaching and being taught, of growing 
and encouraging others to grow.” 
Foundations: Shaping the Ministry of 
Christian Education in Your 
Congregation 

The General Conference of the United 
Methodist church authorizes its churches to 
observe Christian Education week in each 
annual conference. This observance 
includes collecting funds for Christian 
Education to be utilized by the annual con¬ 
ference. Typically the UMC sets this day 
as the last Sunday in August. And as we in 
Louisiana are aware that date has been set 
aside for the Bishops fund for Hurricane 
Relief. Therefore this year, we in 
Louisiana will use the entire month of 
September to celebrate Christian 


Education. 

Although voluntary, it is hoped that 
each congregation will recognize the 
importance of Christian Education by pub¬ 
licly acknowledging those that lead educa¬ 
tional efforts in the congregation. Further, 
that they will set aside at least one Sunday 
to collect a special Christian Education 
offering to be sent to the Conference office. 
These funds are used to provide Christian 
Education training programs throughout 
the conference. 

Sermon topics and scripture passages 
have been offered to follow throughout the 
month. Both the NRSV and the message 
texts are recommended. 

Sept. 7 Why Christian Education? 
Matthew 28:16-20 
Sept. 14 Teaching the Children 
Matthew 19:13-15 

Recognition of those involved in the 
teaching of children and volunteering to 
work with children 

Sept. 21 Teaching the Youth 
Proverbs 4:1-6 

Recognition of those involved in the 
teaching of youth and volunteering to work 
with youth 

Sept. 28 Teaching all God's people 
2 Timothy 3:10-17 

Recognition of those involved in the 
teaching of adults in all types of small 
groups 

Please direct any questions to 

Rev. Dawn B. Young 

Director of Christian Education 

Louisiana Conference 

deacondawn@earthlink.net 



Rev. Dawn Young 




On June 8, First UMC in Slidell dedi¬ 
cated its new playground in memory 
of the late Mat Kawasaki. Kawasaki 
was a long-time member of the 
church and the chairman of the 
board of the Methodist Health 
System Foundation, Inc. when he 
passed away on June 8,2007. 

The playground was paid for in part 
with two grants--one from the 
Methodist Health System 
Foundation and one from the 
Northshore Community Foundation. 
First UMC's children's ministries 
director, Heidi Weber, wrote the 
grants. Heidi Weber, Director of 
Children's Ministries for First UMC, 
Richard Henault, Vice President of 
the Methodist Health System 
Foundation, Inc. (MHSF), and Fred 
Young, President of MHSF, are pic¬ 
tured left at the dedication. 
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was approved, under which each denomi¬ 
nation would recognize the other’s ministry 
and mission, the authenticity of the other’s 
baptism and Eucharist, and the interchange- 
ability of ordained ministers. The 
Evangelical Lutheran Church will consider 
and act upon the agreement when it meets 
in 2009. 

The 40th anniversary of the founding of 
United Methodism was celebrated, which 
also marked the 40th anniversary of the 
dissolution of the racially based Central 
Jurisdiction, and the formation of the 
Commission on Religion and Race. 
Additionally recognized were the 60th 
anniversary of the Advance, and the 100th 
anniversary of ministry to Methodist men, 
the Social Creed, and the Board of Pension 
and Health Benefits. 

In news of particular interest to 
Louisiana, Bishop Hutchinson, supported 
by our Louisiana delegation, all clad in our 
disaster recovery ministry shirts, participat¬ 
ed in a “Katrina Report”, in which it was 
noted with gratitude that church members 
have raised $3 million to restore churches 
damaged by Hurricane Katrina; and that 
more than $60 million has been given 
through UMCOR for humanitarian aid 
along the Gulf Coast. At the same time, 
delegates were also cautioned that Katrina 
fatigue is real; that unrepaired devastation 
is still in evidence; and that much, much 
more still remains to be accomplished. 

In a very special treat for our delegation 
and for the entire assembly, our own 
Bishop Hutchinson was one of the select 
few Bishops asked to preach to General 
Conference. In his address, he challenged 
all of us to reflect upon our baptism, and to 
question whether we have been renewed 
from above as well as below, whether we 
have been moved by both the water and the 
spirit, and, quoting one of his district super¬ 
intendents whom he did not identify, but 
who sounded suspiciously like Rev. Roger 
Lathan, whether we have been moved yet 
from the “My, my, my” state of Baptism to 
the “Yes, indeed!” state of Baptism. I can 


perhaps be accused of bias, but I think I 
can safely say that his address was the best 
and most well received during all of 
General Conference. 

Finally, the retirement age of ordained 
clergy was extended from 70 to 72, and, in 
that very important piece of legislation for 
us as Louisiana United Methodists, the 
retirement age of bishops was increased 
from 66 to 68, effective immediately. It 
was with great joy that we learned that, 
after prayerful deliberation and discern¬ 
ment, Bishop Hutchinson and Kay have 
decided to take advantage of this unexpect¬ 
ed opportunity, postpone retirement and 
continue their active ministry, and that 
Bishop Hutchinson will remain an active 
bishop for 4 more years. Our Conference 
Committee on the Episcopacy is already in 
the process of taking all possible steps to 
ensure his reassignment to Louisiana by the 
Jurisdictional Conference in July. 

The exemplary leadership of Bishop 
Hutchinson was recognized one final time, 
through his selection to serve as chair dur¬ 
ing the critical last afternoon and evening 
of General Conference, to guide the body 
through the very substantial number of 
petitions through which we still needed to 
wade in order to complete our work. In 
his usual graceful and encouraging fashion, 
Bishop Hutchinson gently prodded a very 
tired and reluctant group of delegates on, 
and by the grace of God and the patient 
diligence of his direction conference dele¬ 
gates were able to complete our considera¬ 
tion and action on every single one of the 
total 1,564 petitions that originally faced 
us, a goal that has not always been reached 
in past General Conferences. 

This summary has touched on really 
just a few of the highlights of our time in 
Fort Worth. For those of you who are 
interested in learning more about these and 
other accomplishments of General 
Conference, or issues of special interest to 
you, there are links on our conference web 
site, La-umc.org, to archived news items 
about conference as well as to the web site 
for General Conference. 


As you know - because you elected 
them - you were represented by a group of 
clergy and lay people who took their duties 
and responsibilities as delegates very seri¬ 
ously; who read and studied petitions until 
their eyes crossed; who met together sever¬ 
al times before General Conference to 
study, discuss, interview Episcopal candi¬ 
dates and strengthen their bonds to each 
other and to God’s church; and who dili¬ 
gently served you and our denomination 
through 10 long, long days and short, short 
evenings with very little rest. I would like 
to ask my fellow sleep-deprived delegates 
and alternates, and those additional folks 
who served in support and administrative 
capacities at conference, to stand and 
remain standing so that you may recognize 
them. Please hold your response until I 
have named them all: Lay delegates and 
alternates in addition to myself who partici¬ 
pated at General Conference were: Anita 
Crump, Sarah Kreutziger, Carolyn Dove, 
Terrel Deville, Rachel Scott, Lane Cotton 
Winn and Jared Williams. Clergy dele¬ 
gates and alternates who participated were: 
Bob Burgess, Andy Goff, Chris Andrews, 
Ellen Alston, Bemadine Johnson, Callie 
Crawford, Pat Day, Don Avery, and Danny 
Gleason. Participating in support and 
administrative capacities were: Dick and 
Francey Hooten, Frank and Mary Poole, 
Lottie Palazzo, Clifton Conrad, Donnie 
Wilkinson, and Darryl Tate. Please let 
them know how much their efforts on 
behalf of you and our church are appreciat¬ 
ed. 

Well, that’s about a wrap on another year, 
another quadrennium, and another General 
Conference. As a point of personal privi¬ 
lege, I want to express my heartfelt thanks 
to all of you for your trust in me and your 
patience as I have endeavored to serve you 
these last three years. I also want to thank 
my dear friends and colleagues on the 
Board of Laity, who have been so support¬ 
ive of me and who are the real lay leaders 
of this conference. Finally, I want to thank 
my wife, Carol, our children, my sisters 
and my extended family for their love, their 


patience and their support as so many times 
my responsibilities diminished the time I 
had available to and with them. 

On your tables there are three “show 
and tell” pieces. One is a brochure entitled 
“Ministry of the Laity” which explains in 
more detail the nature of our calling and 
some of the ways our denomination makes 
available to you to express your witness. 
The second is a Lay Ministry Equipping 
Resources Catalogue for 2008, which gives 
you access to helpful ministry aids. The 
last is a fortune cookie, which, if you 
haven’t already opened it, is a “tasteful” 
reminder of John Wesley’s three simple 
rules for all disciples: Do no harm, Do 
good, Stay in love with God. 

Let these serve as reminders to us all 
that, as Lyn Powell warned us at confer¬ 
ence, we cannot afford to sit idly by and 
wait for clergy to do the ministry of God’s 
church. There is simply no reason why 
anyone should ever believe any talk of 
sanctifying grace and God’s transforming 
power, unless they can see that transforma¬ 
tion taking place in us - and through us, in 
the world. 

As was formally affirmed at conference, 
it is our witness, our Christ-like examples 
of everyday living, our sharing of our own 
faith experiences of the Gospel, that are the 
primary, practical tools through which peo¬ 
ple will come to know Christ. And, like 
the infant child who so moved Katie 
McKay when she was christening to her, as 
she described during the Laity Breakfast 
this morning, you and I are delivering ser¬ 
mons daily — even when we don’t or can’t 
realize it. To be sure, as Barbara Brown 
Taylor puts it, “(o)ur lives are God’s sign 
language in a sin-sick world, and God has 
promised us the (sanctifying) grace,” the 
transforming grace, that “we need to point 
the way home.” 

Brothers and Sisters: Do no harm. Do 
good. Stay in love with God. And through 
His sanctifying grace, be transformed so 
that you, we, can transform others. So let 
it be. Amen. 


4, 2009 

t United Methodist Church 
in Shreveport, Louisiana 

featuring keynote speakers 

ULen Wilson & Jason Moore 

of Midnight Oil Productions 

Designed to help church leaders explore 
new ways to share God’s word in a digital culture, 
the Media Life Technology Conference 
will offer training in 30 different workshops, 
ranging from worship media to Web design. 

workshop tracks include 

Microsoft Office Suite (Word, Publisher, PowerPoint) 

Worship (MediaShout, LiveWorship, ProPresenter) 

Outreach (web sites, podcasting, blogging) 

Published Media (Adobe Photoshop & InDesign) 

Church Management (Shelby/Servant & ACS) 

Registration-opens July 1 

$100 early-bird fee 

learn more at 

www.fumcshreveport/medialife.com 



using technology to breathe life into ministry 


TECHNOLOGY CONFERENCE 
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Rev. Eunice Chigumira 

United Methodist Church reaches out 
enthusiastically to all persons,” said Rev. 
Don Cottrill, provost for the Louisiana 
Conference. 

Newly ordained elder Rev. Eunice 
Chigumira was bom in Zimbabwe,and 
came to United Methodism from the 
Adventist tradition. “My mom died when I 
was 12, and my dad is the one that raised 
me. He was quite particular about the fami¬ 
ly going to church. He emphasized Sabbath 
rest and was a very strict father. He always 
told his children that we needed to be in 
good relationship with the Lord,” said 
Chigumira, who was ordained along with 
her husband Simon Chigumira during the 
2008 La. Annual Conference held in June. 

Eunice married Chigumira in 1980. “He 
was a strong Methodist. I liked the fact 
that Methodists were more affirming of 
women. It was wonderful to leam that I 
could do ministry within the church,” said 
Eunice, who initially trained and served as 
a lay speaker. 

After the birth of their second child, she 
had a renewed desire for spirituality in her 
life. “My daughter was bom with special 
needs. She stmggled to accomplish even 
the basics. While working with her, I real¬ 
ized that there was so much I could do to 
help other women, and we formed a special 
needs class for children,” said Chigumira. 

During the process of helping and work¬ 
ing with families in crisis, she came to a 
realization about her calling. “I said to God, 
‘I am going to make a deal with you. You 
have given me this child as a gift. If you 
help me go through this, I am going to do 
something great,” said Eunice. 

After moving to the United States and 
attending seminary, the Chigumiras moved 
to Louisiana in 2004. The two have served 
in the Lake Charles District, and were 
appointed to serve churches in New 
Orleans after Hurricane Katrina ravaged the 
city. 

As for the Chigumira’s daughter, she 
recently completed her high school educa¬ 
tion. “If you really believe and tmst, noth¬ 
ing is too wonderful for the Lord. As long 
as you are faithful, he will always be faith¬ 
ful. But it does not mean that things will 
always be easy.” 

Rev. Juan Huertas, bom in Puerto Rico, 
moved to Louisiana at the age of 13. His 
father, a bishop with the United Anglican 
Church, serves as chaplain for federal 
bureau prisons in Petersburg, Virginia. “My 


dad was working as a local pastor in central 
Louisiana when we first moved here. I was 
in college, and felt a nudge to find another 
religious tradition. My father, who was 
supportive of my desire to search, hap¬ 
pened to meet a United Methodist pastor, 
Rev. Don Ross. He told Rev. Ross about 
my situation,” said Huertas. 

One day, Ross headed to the mall 
where Juan was working part-time. “I had 
never met him before, but he said to me, T 
hear you want to be a Methodist pastor. I’m 
here to answer your questions,”’ said 
Huertas, who sites that event as the begin¬ 
ning of his transformative journey into the 
clergy. 

Huertas currently serves Squyres United 
Methodist Church, north of Lake Charles, 
La. He is also heavily involved in the 
establishment of an ecumenically based 
office that will provide services to the 
growing population of immigrants in cen¬ 
tral Louisiana. “After Katrina, there was a 
tremendous influx of Hispanic immigrants 
in the New Orleans area. What people may 
not know is that there is already a signifi¬ 
cant population of immigrants in the mid¬ 
dle section of the state, who came here to 
work in the nursery industry,” said Huertas. 

Although Huertas is Hispanic, he is 
appreciative that the Louisiana Conference 
has not tried to “pidgeon hole” him with 
appointments. “I always make a strong 
commitment to the Hispanic community, 
but I am grateful to have been given a vari¬ 
ety of opportunities to serve broadly in our 



Rev. Juan Huertas 


conference.” 

Rev. Jerry Johnson, pastor of Walker 
UMC, is the oldest member of the ordinand 
class. Although he is on incapacity leave 
due to complications from surgery, Johnson 
is also allowed to work part time up to a 
certain salary amount. 

Lor eight years, Johnson served as full 
time local pastor at Welsh Memorial UMC 
in Vinton, La. “It is ironic that my first 
Sunday in Vinton was Oct. 12, 1997 and 
that Oct. 12, 2005 was the date of my 
operation. I went in for routine surgery for 
stynosis in my neck. It is a very common 
procedure,” said Johnson. 

When he woke up, the pastor was para¬ 
lyzed from the head down. Over the next 
few weeks, he began to get movement in 
the left side side of his body, but was com¬ 
pletely paralyzed on the right side for seven 
months. 

“The head of the department at the hos¬ 
pital visited me and was surprised that I 



Ordained as elders in full connection were top row, Joseph Guo, Simon Chigumira, 
Eunice Chigumira, Jimmy Owens Jr., Juan Huertas, Elenora Cushenberry,and bottom 
row. Shannon DeLaureal, Anice Moses, Elaine Burleigh and Jerry Johnson.The orders of 
Bruce Brown, bottom left, were recognized from another denomination. 


had not made more progress. That’s when 
he told me, ‘Well, Mr. Johnson, that’s why 
we have nursing homes.’” 

Johnson was shocked by the doctor’s 
remark, but was undaunted in pursuing his 
recovery. With the loving support of over 
200 active members at Welsh Memorial 
UMC, he endured four more surgeries. 
“After the last one, while I was laying in 
bed, I told my wife Margaret that I could 
finally move my leg,” said Johnson. 

Progress was slow. Lirst, he pushed 
himself to stand at a sink, with all of his 
weight on his left leg. He continued to 
become stronger and make more strides. 

“I began to dream. I talked to Bishop 
Hutchinson, and ultimately I was approved 
for disability. I was also appointed to serve 
as an associate pastor with Lirst UMC in 
Baton Rouge,” said Johnson, who now 
serves Walker UMC just outside of the city. 

“God meets our every need. And it did¬ 
n’t cross my mind that I would not serve a 
church. After serving for a year at Lirst 
UMC, I felt I was mobile enough to go to 
a small church. Walker UMC was a perfect 
fit,” said Johnson. 

The small, rural church had declined to 
an attendance of 20 in worship on Sunday 
mornings. Johnson is proud of the fact that 
62 were in attendance on a recent Sunday 
and that the number of children in atten¬ 
dance has grown from two to 19. The 
church has formed an exciting outreach 
program with the local school, offering 
after school enrichment and tutoring to the 
students. 

Shannon DeLaureal, serving as associate 
pastor for University UMC in Baton 
Rouge, grew up attending Lirst UMC in 



Rev. Shannon DeLaureal 


Lake Charles, La. 

“During my middle and high school 
years, I was disinterested in church,” 
admitted DeLaureal. 

After completing nursing school, she 
worked in Baton Rouge, where she began 
to attend Lirst United Methodist Church. 

In 1999, DeLaureal took a much antici¬ 
pated trip to the Rockie Mountains. “This 
should have been a mountaintop experience 
for me. But instead, I felt empty. Although 



Rev. Joseph Guo 

I had finished my education, had a wonder¬ 
ful job and had accomplished certain 
things, something was missing. I soon real¬ 
ized that the spiritual element was not 
there, and that I needed to start giving back 
to God,” said DeLaureal. 

After participating in a number of mis¬ 
sion trips, she decided she needed to work 
for the church. 

In 1995, Shannon’s sister was diagnosed 
with breast cancer. “Her illness made me 
realize that none of us know how long 
we’re going to be here on this Earth. Soon 
after, I started the candidacy process,” she 
added. 

When asked if she has contemplated the 
challenges of being a new mother while 
serving a congregation, DeLaureal answers 
with confidence. “University UMC is such 
a loving community. Seeing their joy about 
the baby’s arrival has increased my joy. 
This child will have such a large extended 
family,” she said enthusiastically. 

Bom in China, Rev. Joseph Guo grew 
up in an atheistic country. But he knew that 
he had a destiny. 

“Before I knew Jesus, he loved me. He 

See Ordinands, pages 
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Friendship Plaza at Mt. Sequoyah Retreat Center dedicated during Bishop's Week 



Bishop William and Kay Hutchinson and members of the Louisiana Conference joined many others to dedicate the Louisiana Friendship Plaza at Mount Sequoyah during Bishops' 
Week. The plaza comes to the Fayetteville, Arkansas located historic institution as a "thank you" gift from the Louisiana Conference of the UMC to the South Central Jurisdiction for 
the many disaster relief teams and hundreds of volunteers that have traveled to Louisiana to help with relief efforts since hurricanes Rita and Katrina just over two and one half 
years ago. Friendship Plaza is also a thank you to Mount Sequoyah for its own ministry to New Orleans citizens who found a home there in the aftermath of Katrina. Two groups of 
the city's residents arrived by bus in those difficult days and were greeted with encouragement and support as well as a place to live, meals, job consultations and many other kinds 
of help in their time of distress.The Friendship Plaza will continue to be a gathering place on the Mount Sequoyah campus and will bring the beautiful natural landscape of 
Louisiana to the Mountain. Bishop and Mrs. Hutchinson are pictured, above right, with members of the Louisiana delegation during Bishop's Week. 


Olfdinands, from page 7 

found me when I was attending college in 
Ruston at Louisiana Tech. God strength¬ 
ened me; he cleansed me and forgave me; 
taught me and sent me; and sent people of 
grace to surround me and uphold me,” said 
Guo while addressing the members of the 
Louisiana Annual Conference prior to his 
recent ordination. 

Guo is working to establish an Asian 
ministry in north Louisiana. He adheres to 
the following words as he serves the 
Louisiana Conference: “Do your work, 
love the people, and stay close to Jesus.” 

“We are blessed by the many spiritual 
gifts of this group, ” said Rev. Cotrill. “ We 
look forward to the possibilities they offer 
to us through their ministries as we face 
the future.” 

First UMC - Pineville seeks 
Director of Student Ministries 

First United Methodist Church of 
Pineville, Louisiana, a growing congrega¬ 
tion of more than a 1000 members, is seek¬ 
ing a full-time Director of Student 
Ministries. Send resume to SPR, 2250 
Monroe Highway, Pineville, LA 71360. 

For inquiries, call 318-640-1050. 


The New Orleans District Office 
has moved! 

The new location is 
311722nd Street, Suite #5 
Metairie, LA 70002 
504-835-6330 (office) 
504-835-6364 (fax) 

Please continue to use our post 
office box for mailing any 
correspondence to our office 
P.O. Box 15259 
New Orleans, LA 70175 



(225) 346-1535 
(800) 256-9317 
information @ umf. org 


FREE COPIES* of our 
Will Guide are available 

FOR YOUR CHURCH. 

Contact us to request yours! 

*While supplies last. 


Almost 75% 

OF AMERICANS 
DIE EACH YEAR 

without a valid will. 


S imple or complex, everyone needs 
a will. They’re easy to create, 
produce significant tax savings, and 
are a vital part of being the good 
stewards God wants us to be. 

Call for copies of our free booklet 
explaining why you need a will, what 
kind of will you might need, and 
how you can choose to leave a legacy 
through your will. 


UNITED METHODIST 

FOUNDATION 

- of Louisiana - 


“Where Faith and Money Come Together” 
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For the latest 
information regarding 
disaster response efforts, 
visit the La. Conference 
web site at 
www.la-umc.org 
or contact the UM 
Disaster Response Center 
at (225) 346-5193 
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Louisiana churches receive'Open Hearts'grants 


Four local churches in the Louisiana 
Annual Conference have received match¬ 
ing grants from United Methodist 
Communications for this fall. 

Asbury United Methodist Church in 
Lafayette has scheduled advertising cam¬ 
paigns during the Back to School and 
Advent flights for the “Open Hearts” 


Igniting Ministry initiative. Newspaper, 
radio and cinema ads will run simultane¬ 
ously with nationally placed television ads 
that will benefit the entire conference. 

Broadmoor UMC in Shreveport is 
receiving a matching grant for the con¬ 
struction of an LED sign for the church. 

The Well UMC, serving the Tangipahoa 


area, and Faith Crossings UMC in Denham 
SpringsAValker are both the recipients of 
new church start funds for their respective 
launches in October. Faith Crossings will 
incorporate a campaign consisting of direct 
mail and billboards. The Well will use 
direct mail, billboards, cinema and newspa¬ 
per ads. 


Four More Years! 



Bishop William W. Hutchinson was reassigned to the Louisiana Annual Conference for four more years during the South Central 
Jurisdictional Conference held July 16-19 in Dallas,Tex. Hutchinson heard the news early Saturday morning. Voting on new 
Episcopal candidates ran later than expected, pushing back the announcement of assignments until 1:35 a.m. Clockwise from 
above right. Bishop Hutchinson and his wife Kay are congratulated by delegates Rev. Danny Gleason, Rev. Andy Goff and Dr. 
Terrel DeVille. Jurisdictional conference delegates are shown waving flags celebrating the Lydia Patterson Institute in El Paso. 
Kay Hutchinson is shown welcoming newly elected bishop, Mike Lowry. Bishop Hutchinson helped escort Lowry to the podium. 


Bishop Hutchinson to return to Louisiana Conference 


BY BETTY BACKSTROM 

Two hundred and ninety seven dele¬ 
gates from throughout the South Central 
Jurisdiction of The United Methodist 
Church gathered in Dallas July 16-19 to 
elect three new bishops. 

Bishop William W. Hutchinson, who 
has served the Louisiana Conference for 
the last two quadrenniums, was reap¬ 


pointed to lead the conference for another 
four years. 

“My greatest hopes have come to be. 
I’m really excited about the next four 
years and all the possibilities that are 
there. The joy of coming home to 
Louisiana fulfills our spirits,” said Bishop 
Hutchinson. 

Earl Bledsoe, the first new bishop to 


be elected by the jurisdictional body, will 
serve the North Texas conference. Mike 
Lowry will be the new Episcopal leader 
for the Central Texas conference. Jim 
Dorff, who was elected on the twenty- 
third ballot, will be serving the San 
Antonio area. 

Bledsoe, 57, has been a district super- 

See Jurisdictional, page 8 
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From the Pew... 


Cwaaks and Other Exciting News 


BY SARAH S. KREUTZIGER 
CONFERENCE LAY LEADER 

It was family night at the Kreutziger 
household. Our daughter, Kathy, was 
helping me set the table as her husband, 
Jeff, and my husband, Keith, joined our 
young granddaughters in loud, ever esca¬ 
lating, riotous play. Suddenly, 21-month- 
old John, who was noisily stacking metal 
bowls under our feet, stood up, wide- 
eyed with a pronouncement. 

“Cwaak! Cwaak!,” he shouted, “Hear 
it? Hear it?” He repeated his statement 
several times while I searched my brain 
to understand what he was saying with 
such adamant conviction. 

Then I heard. Our grandfather clock 
was chiming just as it does every hour in 
every day. Only John, who had been 
introduced to the clock the visit before, 
heard its insistent beat and made the 
exciting connection amid the cacophony 
of our busy tasks. We had tuned out the 
bonging years ago, but to John of the 
“listening ears,” the chimes were a new 
discovery ... a wonder. 

John’s “cwaak” discovery reminds me 
of Dr. Leonard Sweet’s recent book on 
Christian leadership. In Summoned to 
Lead (2004), Dr. Sweet eschews much of 
our frantic activity to create vision and 
mission statements, goals and objectives, 
outreach projects, and other business- 
inspired instruments of church planning. 
Instead, he urges his readers to listen for 
the “chiming,” if you will, of the 
Almighty’s voice amid the noisy gongs 
and clanging cymbals of the spiritual 
workplaces. 

Focusing on the “vision thing,” he 
believes, promotes alpha thinking and 
dominance as self-appointed visionaries 
seek to implement their own will. 
Listening for “the other,” conversely, 
produces life and poetic transformation. 

“Leaders are summoned,” he con¬ 
cludes. “They are called into existence 
by circumstance. Those who rise to the 
occasion are leaders.” Such a hearer, 

Rev. Sweet exclaims, “is willing to build 
an ark in the dark.” 

While I am intrigued with Dr. Sweet’s 
premise because it has the ring of truth, it 
strikes terror in my heart. As your newly 
elected Conference Lay Leader, and by 
definition, the head of the Conference 
Board of Laity, my internal discussion 
with Sweet goes something like this: “So 
what are we supposed to do? Wait for 
some extraordinary circumstances and 
hope we rise to the occasion? Or, should 
we hold a Quaker-like meeting and listen 
for the inner witness?” 

Can you imagine the flack I would get 
from the other members if I told them we 
had no agenda? What would we say 
about Board of Laity programs that raise 
money for new church starts, or our 
Daughenbaugh-Matheny scholarship 
recipient needs, or our proposed Certified 
Lay Ministry training? What would I tell 


the United 
Methodist Women, 
the United 
Methodist Men, or 
the Youth about our 
planning and 
progress? Worst yet, 
what report would I 
make to the Bishop! 
(Can a Conference 
Lay Leader be 
impeached? Or recalled? I wonder . . .) 

Thankfully, a still, small voice 
reminds me that John Wesley had such 
terror-filled moments and not only sur¬ 
vived, but thrived. I recalled Wesley’s 
return from America, a certified failure 
and disgraced priest and Oxford Don, 
shortly before his Aldersgate experience. 
During his dark night of the soul, Wesley 
wrote in his diary, “I went to convert the 
Indians, but O! who will convert me . . . 
What shall I do? . . . Where do I fly from 
it?” 

He answers his own questions. “A 
wise man advised me some time since, 
‘Be still and go on.’ Perhaps that is the 
best... to let it humble me and quicken 
all my good resolutions, especially that 
of praying without ceasing and at other 
times, take no thought about it, but quiet¬ 
ly go on ‘in the work of the Lord.’” 

So here then is my answer while I 
await further discernment, I am to “quiet¬ 
ly go on in the work of the Lord,” listen¬ 
ing for His voice as I continue to pray 
without ceasing. Dr. Sweet adds to that 
advice as he urges us to “hire good vibra¬ 
tions and tune your team.” 

That’s easy. No terror here. Our 
Conference Board of Laity members are 
full of “good vibrations” (i.e. energy) and 
ready and willing to be “tuned” to what 
is best for Louisiana United Methodists. 
Our task is to refine the tuning as we 
hear you, the clergy and laity, tell us how 
God is speaking to you. Together we will 
put those words into action for the ulti¬ 
mate aim of “developing spiritual leaders 
for the purpose of making disciples of 
Jesus Christ for the transformation of the 
world.” 

“From the Pew” will be a series of 
columns highlighting the work of the 
Conference Board of Laity. Articles 
already planned include a spotlight on 
some of our extraordinary 
Daughenbaugh-Matheny scholarship 
alumni; an explanation of the new 
Certified Lay Minister training proposal; 
and features on how individual lay peo¬ 
ple can make a real difference in evan¬ 
gelism. By increasing interaction 
between the board and the lay people of 
the conference, we hope to work more 
closely together in building the Kingdom 
of God. 

Maybe, just maybe, as we really listen 
to each other, we can hear the “cwaak” 
of God’s heart beating in each others’. 



Sarah S. Kreutiziger 


Your United Methodist Foundation . . . 

Part of the Connection 



Serving United Methodist ministries in the 
Louisiana Annual Conference with: 

s Loans - No points or origination fees 

V Income Fund Accounts for Churches -_ 

% interest 

V Balanced Fund Accounts -_% interest 

V Annual and Capital Campaign Consultation 

V Life Income Gifts - Leave a legacy to your 
local church 


How can we help your church? 
Contact us or visit our website. 


A* 


UNITED METHODIST 

FOUNDATION 

- of Lou 'iihinn - - 


(225) 346-1535 
(800) 256-9317 
www.umf.org 
www.umfgiving.org 
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Louisiana Conference NOW! is the newspaper of the Louisiana Annual Conference of 
The United Methodist Church and is published twice a month. 

Subscriptions are $20 for one year, $30 for two years. 

(Please make checks payable to Louisiana Annual Conference.) 

Send subscriptions, news and information to: 

Editor 

527 North Boulevard 
Baton Rouge, LA 70802 
E-mail: lanow@bellsouth.net 
(888) 239-5286 ext. 227 
(225) 346-1646, (225) 383-2652 fax 

You can find the Louisiana Annual Conference on the Internet at 
http://www.la-umc.org 








































JULY 25,2008 


Louisiana Conference UMW Special Section NtJWl 


3 


35th Annual Meeting of Louisiana United Methodist 
Women to convene September 19-20,2008 

First United Methodist Church , Lake Charles , Louisiana 



"For the beauty of the earth" 


Theme: "Live Simply to Resurrect the Earth" 
Scripture: Genesis 1:26-30 

First United Methodist Church 

812 Kirkman Street, Lake Charles, Louisiana 
337-436-6656 



Taylor Phillips 
Chairperson 

2008 Annual Meeting President 
Lake Charles District UMW 



Myrna Freeman 
Co-Chairperson 
2008 Annual Meeting 
Unit President 
Lake Charles District UMW 


On September 19-20,2008 you are cordially invited to attend the 2008 Annual Meeting 
of the Louisiana Conference United Methodist Women. It is our pleasure to welcome 
you to the great city of Lake Charles. Our setting is the beautiful First United Methodist 
Church, 812 Kirkman Street, Lake Charles, Louisiana. You can contact the church office at 
337-436-6656. The ladies of the Lake Charles District are looking forward to making your 
stay a most pleasant one and a great program is being planned. We will celebrate the 
theme "Live Simply to Resurrect the Earth". Co-Chairperson, Myrna Freeman has 
arranged for a free breakfast to be a part of your stay at all of reserved hotels. We are 
excited to have our Harriett Jane Olson, Deputy General Secretary of the Women's 
Division, as our speaker as well as other special guests who will provide enlightenment 
and entertainment during our time together. So mark your calendars, be sure to register, 
pack your bags, (don't forget to bring your mission supplies), and come for a visit to 
Cajun country. "Y'all Come" 


We United 
Methodist Women of 
Louisiana are excited 
about our Annual 
Meeting. Our very 
special speaker is 
Women’s Division 
Deputy General 
Secretary Harriett Jane 
Olson. Be sure to 
mark your calendars Harriette Tucker 
for September 19-20, Elrod 
2008. Lake Charles 
District President Taylor Phillips and her 
Annual Meeting task force have been hard 
at work planning a very interesting meet¬ 
ing. They have chosen the theme: “Live 
Simply to Resurrect the Earth”. Genesis 
1: 26-30 gives scriptural guidance. Their 
theme song is “For the Beauty of the 
Earth”. We congratulate them on such a 
timely topic. Environmental concerns fill 
our news media. My message endorses 
their focus for us. My first scripture vers¬ 
es are a selection from the first chapter of 
Genesis also: 

In the beginning God created the heaven 
and the earth. .(Genesis 1:1) Let the earth 
bring forth the living... (Genesis 1:24) 

And God said, Let us make man in our 
image...and have dominion (Genesis 1: 

26) The amplified version tells of each area 
of living thing that God created in great 
detail. We are establishing that God created 
all things. We are awed and humbled that 
mankind was given dominion over all 
things. We are in control. We are respon¬ 
sible. We must realize the importance of 
being wise stewards of God’s creation. 

Oswald Chambers chooses this verse 
as he discusses our responsibility to God 
for our earth: Lift up your eyes on high, 
and behold who hath created these 


things. (Isaiah 40: 26) Chambers 
explains: “Nature to a saint is sacramen¬ 
tal. If we are children of God, we have a 
tremendous treasure in Nature. In every 
wind that blows, in every night and day of 
the year, in every sign of the sky, in every 
blossoming and in every withering of the 
earth, there is a real coming of God to 
us...”If we live simply, not selfishly 
devouring the fruits of the earth, we 
become good stewards of God’s earth. A 
very vivid reminder today is the price of 
oil. Our consumer mentality is eroding all 
areas of supply. We stand in wonder at the 
CREATION story. God making all things 
in heaven and on earth; and , oh, the glory 
of making us in his image and giving us 
dominion. 

As we continue, we go to the EASTER 
STORY. Nature’s resurrection every 
spring as new life comes to dormant bulbs 
and the brown gloom of winter turns to 
fresh new green. Phrases like “a new day 
dawning from the East”, New begin¬ 
nings”, and “the new life of springtime”, 
all of these express transformation. 

Now we come to the never ending 
RESURRECTION STORY promising us 
eternal life with Christ as the ultimate 
transformation. The Easter Story of 
Nature parallels the teachings of Jesus 
Christ as he used parables to help us under¬ 
stand THE GREATEST STORY EVER 
TOLD! 

We conclude with praise as our Bible 
expresses in Psalm 8:9: 

O LORD OUR LORD, HOW 
EXCELLENT IS THY NAME IN ALL 
THE EARTH! 

In Christ’s love, 

Harriette Tucker Elrod, President 

Louisiana Conference UMC 



UMW Mission Projects for 2008 


The Louisiana Conference UMW 
Executive Committee approved the follow¬ 
ing Mission Projects for our Mission 
Agencies for 2008. They are: 

Dulac Community Center 

Shampoo, lotion, soap (bar or 
liquid), and coloring books and crayons 

North Rampart Community Center 

Leather basketballs, heavy duty 
jump ropes and hula hoops 
MacDonell Children's Services 

Personal care items, hair combs, 
shampoo and conditioner, hair brushes, 
toothbrushes, and deodorants 

These items will be collected at our at 
our Annual Meeting which will be held in 
Lake Charles at First United Methodist 
Church on September 19 - 20, 2008. 
Therefore, we are asking all United 
Methodist Women to put these dates on 
your calendar and plan to attend . Also, 
please select from the list above and make 
every effort to bring one or more of these 
items. As you know, these are our Mission 
Agencies and they need our help! We 
MUST NOT let them down! 


If you decide not to bring an item, you 
can make a monetary donation. If you 
decide to make a monetary donation, 
please make the check payable to the 
Louisiana Conference United Methodist 
Women, (not to the agency), so that our 
Conference can get the credit for the 
Mission donation. Also please put in the 
memo on the check, the particular agency 
that you want your contribution to go to. If 
you do not select an agency, the 
Conference will distribute funds as best we 
can, based on the needs of the agencies. 

On behalf of Evelyn Martin, Dean and 
Joyce Thibodeaux, Assistant Dean of our 
2008 School of Christian Mission and 
Taylor Phillips, President of the Lake 
Charles District and Chairperson of the 
Annual Meeting Task Force and the 
Louisiana Conference Executive 
Committee, Harriette Elrod, President, we 
hope to see you there! 

If you have any questions, please con¬ 
tact me at 225-774-7259. Thank you for 
your cooperation in this matter. 

Edna B. Hickman, Vice President 

Louisiana Conference UMC 
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Introducing the 2008 UMW Annual Meeting program participants 


Harriett Jane Olson 

has served as deputy 
general secretary of the 
Women’s Division of the 
General Board of Global 
Ministries of the United 
Methodist Church since 
Sept. 4, 2007. As such, 
she is chief executive 
officer of the Women’s 
Division, the national 
administrative and poli¬ 
cy making arm of United Methodist Women. 
United Methodist Women is a nearly 800,000 
member organization within the United 
Methodist Church in the United States. 
United Methodist Women members give 
about $20 million a year for mission work 
related to women, children and youth in the 
United States and around the world. 

A Harvard graduate and attorney, Ms. 
Olson was a partner specializing in real estate 
and environmental law for the Pitney, Hardin, 
Kipp and Szuch law firm of Morristown, 

N.J., (1983-1996) before working for the 
church full-time. Prior to leading the 
Women’s Division, Ms. Olson served at the 
United Methodist Publishing House as senior 
vice-president for publishing, editor for 
church school publications and UM Church 
book editor. She supervised a staff of 125- 
150 persons responsible for the development, 
production and trade distribution of resources 
from Abingdon Press, Cokesbury and 
Kingswood Books. 

Ms. Olson has a long history of service in 
the United Methodist Church. From 1988- 
1996, she was a director of the United 
Methodist General Board of Discipleship and 
was a delegate to the 1988, 1992 and 1996 
General Conferences of the denomination. 
While serving on a number of committees in 
the former Northern New Jersey Conference, 
she had duties with the conference task force 
on sexual harassment policy and 
Commission on the Status and Role of 
Women. From 1985-1996, she spoke and 
taught “Words That Hurt, Words That Heal’\ 
the landmark publication that defined inclu¬ 
sive language needed for the church to 
embrace all people. Ms. Olson notes that 
’’Women do mission in a unique way. They 
are empathetic, on-the-ground, standing side 
by side with women, children and youth. It’s 
a role particularly well connected to our theo¬ 
logical DNA as United Methodists: spiritual 
nurture and action.” 

It is our delight and pleasure to have as 
our 2008 Annual Meeting speaker, Ms. 
Harriett Jane Olson, deputy general secretary 
of the Women's Division of the General 
Board of Global Ministries of the United 
Methodist Church. She will deliver the 
Friday evening banquet address and will 
speak during the Saturday session. Welcome 
to the Louisiana Conference! 

Rev. Steven 
Spurlock is District 
Superintendent of the 
Lake Charles District 
and was appointed to the 
cabinet by Bishop 
William Hutchinson on 
June 1, 2008. He is a 
native of Louisiana and 
prior to his appointment 
as District 

Superintendent, he Rev.Steven Spurlock 

served as a pastor of 

University UMC in Baton Rouge. He is no 




Harriett Jane Olson 


stranger to the Lake Charles area having also 
been pastor at First UMC, Lake Charles for 
seven years from 1992-1999. Rev. Spurlock 
is a graduate of Louisiana Tech with a B.A. 
degree in English and graduated from Perkins 
School of Theology at SMU with a Master's 
of Theology. He has two children, a son, 

Judd and a daughter, Whitney. Whitney is a 
senior at LSU Shreveport and Judd and his 
wife, Sarah, recently presented Rev. Spurlock 
with his first grandchild, a baby boy named 
Hugh DePriest Spurlock. Rev. Spurlock will 
bring greetings and welcome the attendees at 
the 2008 Annual Meeting of United 
Methodist Women. 

Rev. Richard 
Humphries became 
Senior Pastor of First 
UMC, Lake Charles in 
June of 2007, having 
served the previous eight 
years as Senior Pastor 
of St. Paul's UMC in 
Monroe. He was 
licensed to preach in 
1977, six months after 
he married his wife of 
now thirty-two years, the 
former Jan Caraway. They are the parents of 
three grown daughters and two grandchil¬ 
dren. Rev. Humphries presently serves on 
the Louisiana Conference Board of Trustees 
as secretary, and is also a member of the 
Conference Council on Finance and 
Administration. His interests include walk¬ 
ing, swimming, hiking and reading books on 
American history. Rev. Humphries will bring 
greetings during the opening session of the 
Louisiana Conference UMW Annual 
Meeting. 

Rev. Angela Cooley 

Bulhof has been in the 
Louisiana Conference 
for 5 years, coming to us 
from Pennsylvania, 
where she graduated 
from University of 
Pennsylvania in 
Psychology and 
Philosophy in 1993 and 
earned her Masters of 
Divinity from Drew 
University Divinity School in Madison New 
Jersey in 1996. 

She served as pastor and associate pastor 
of several Pennsylvania United Methodist 
Churches until she moved to Lake Charles 
with her husband, Dr. Johannes Bulhof, 
Assist. Professor of Philosophy at McNeese 
State University. She served as part time 
Assoc. Pastor at First United Methodist 
Church, Lake Charles, then later at 
University United Methodist of Lake Charles, 
while also serving as part time Campus 
Minister at the Wesley Foundation at 
McNeese. She was named full time campus 
minister at the Wesley Foundation in 2005 
where she serves today. 

Rev. Bulhof and her husband are proud 
parents of 3 boys, Sebald, James, and Roger. 

Rev. Bulhof will deliver the Saturday 
morning devotion message as a part of the 
2008 Annual Meeting program. 

Rev. Eunice Chigumira is a native of 
Zimbabwe, a country in southern Africa. She 
is married to Simon Chigumira who is also a 
pastor in the Louisiana Conference United 
Methodist Church. God has blessed them 
with three wonderful children, two girls and 
one boy. Their oldest daughter is married 



Rev. Angela Bulhof 



Rev. Richard 
Humphries 



Rev. Eunice 
Chigumira 


and they have two 
adorable grandchildren, 
living in Canada. Rev. 

Chigumira holds a 
Bachelor of Education 
in Educational 
Administration, 

Planning and Policy 
studies from the 
University of 
Zimbabwe. She also 
holds a Master of 
Divinity from Candler 
School of Theology at Emory University in 
Atlanta, Georgia. She taught both elementary 
and middle school for twenty years. 

In her home church in Zimbabwe, she was 
very much involved with women and chil¬ 
dren's ministries. She responded to God's 
call to ministry in 1997 and began the 
process, resigning her teaching position in 
2000. She enrolled for theological studies at 
Africa University in Zimbabwe. After a year, 
she transferred to Emory University, complet¬ 
ing her Master's of Divinity in 2004. 

Rev. Chigumira enjoys working with peo¬ 
ple and preaching the good news of salvation. 
She is serving People’s and Brooks-Shaw 
Temple United Methodist Churches in the 
New Orleans District of our conference. Rev. 
Chigumira will deliver the communion mes¬ 
sage on Saturday of Annual Meeting. 

Patti Ezell is a 
licensed professional 
counselor and licensed 
marriage and family 
therapist in Lake 
Charles, LA. She is 
married to Doug Ezell, a 
United Methodist minis¬ 
ter. She states that 
"sharing life and min¬ 
istry with Doug is one 
of my greatest treas¬ 
ures." Patti and Doug share two wonderful 
grown children and five beautiful grandchil¬ 
dren. 

Patti’s hobbies include horseback riding, 
reading, basket weaving, and fishing. She 
enjoys speaking in churches and leading 
retreats because she treasures the opportunity 
to share about faith and matters of the heart. 
She enjoys people and she believes we each 
have a life story that reflects God's endless 
grace. 

Sammie Jo Perkins 

is a choir member and 
song leader for her local 
church, Wesley UMC of 
Deridder. She also 
serves as Administrative 
Board and Worship 
chairperson there. 

Sammie Jo is very 
involved with United 
Methodist Women on 
the local and district lev¬ 
els. She has held the office of Secretary of 
Program Resources for the Lake Charles 
District and is the current District Spiritual 
Growth coordinator. As director of the 
Methodist Learning Center, she coordinates a 
busy schedule for the students, faculty and 
staff, and of course, for family. Sammie is 
married to Mr. Charles Perkins and they have 
four grown children, two sons and two 
daughters who also juggle busy schedules of 
medical school, science teacher, the practice 
of Veterinary Science, and plant supervisor. 
There are eight beautiful grandchildren who 



Patti Ezell 



Sammie Jo Perkins 


play a very important part also. Sammie Jo 
Perkins will serve as song leader for the 2008 
Annual Meeting. 

Gay Arnold is a 
retired educator with the 
Lake Charles Parish 
School System, having 
worked as a classroom 
teacher and coordinator 
of several special proj¬ 
ects with the schools. 

She plays for several 
vocal groups at First 
UMC. She is married to 
Paul Arnold and they are 
parents of three grown children. Gay will be 
the musician for the opening session and the 
banquet of Annual Meeting. 



Gay Arnold 



Bruce Allured and the Bayou Bell Choir 


Bruce Allured is director of the Bayou Bell 
Choir, a community based handbell ensemble. 
These twelve ringers perform on a five octave 
set of Schulmerich handbells provided by the 
First United Methodist Church of Lake Charles. 
The 61 bell set is augmented by the use of the 
five and one-half octave Lee Edward Allured 
Memorial Chimes. The volunteer members 
exhibit remarkable musicianship in making the 
separate pitches of the bells sound as though 
only one instmmentalist is playing. Organized 
in 1999, the group has appeared in concert in 
and with several Louisiana settings and groups. 
Their Christmas concert has been aired on 
NPR’s KRVS, and in 2007 they were honored 
with the Mayor’s Arts Organization of the Year 
Award. 

The Bayou Bell Choir will provide musical 
entertainment during the banquet. 

Mary Blankenbaker 
is the Organist for First 
United Methodist 
Church of Lake Charles, 

LA. 

Ms. Blankenbaker 
will provide music dur¬ 
ing the Saturday session 
of the Annual Meeting. 

Other Program con¬ 
tributors and participants 
not pictured include: 

Faye Broussard is the designer of the 2009 
Mission Ribbons for 2008 UMW Annual 
Meeting theme "Live Simply to Resurect the 
Earth". She is a member of First UMC of Lake 
Arthur, LA. 

Jane Reynolds is a member of First UMC, 
Lake Charles and served as chair of the 2000 
Annual meeting when last held in Lake Charles. 
Jane is an active person in the United Methodist 
Women. She will install the incoming 
Conference officers at Annual Meeting. 

Melba Stein is presidentof her local unit at 
St Luke-Simpson UMC in Lake Charles and is 
a former member of the Conference Committee 
on Nominations. She will recognize the 
Conference retiring officers at this year's Annual 
Meeting. 

Betty Verette is a member of St. Luke- 
Simpson UMC in Lake Charles and is the 
designer and maker of a special banner being 
presented for use of this year's Annual Meeting. 



Mary Blankenbaker 
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Conference committee on nominations report 


LUEBURDA JAMISON MYERS, 

Chairperson 

As usual, it is my pleasure to extend the “invita¬ 
tion to serve” to all UMW women who are interest¬ 
ed. The Potential Leaders Information Form is on 
the conference website 

http://www.laumc.org/laity/docs/talent.doc.The 
committee has worked diligently to seek out those 
women who were able at this time to say YES to 
leadership roles to help fulfill the PURPOSE of 
United Methodist Women for 2009-2010. Our work 
has been a ‘labor of love.’ 

The officers to be elected for the 2009-2010 
term are: 

Vice-President, Treasurer, Social Action 


Coordinator, Spiritual Growth Coordinator, and 
Chairperson of Committee on Nominations. 

Committee on Nominations members to be 
elected are two (2) for the class of 2012; One (1) to 
complete the class of 2010. 

The slate of nominees will be prepared for vot¬ 
ing on by delegates at the September Annual 
Meeting in Lake Charles (September 19-20,2008). 
The names of the candidates will be in print on 
the website (http://www.la-umc.org/laity/docs) 
and in each district newsletter. 

Please continue to pray for your committee on 
nominations as we work to perpetuate the life and 
service of our Louisiana Conference United 
Methodist Women. 


A word from the LA. UMW Treasurer 


JEANETTE MCCALMAN, 

Treasurer 

The year is half over and we still have 
time to reach our pledge for 2008 of 
$226,500.00. We did not reach our pledge in 
2007, or in the past few years, and it is time 
for us to turn this trend around! There are 
several ways we can help to do this: 

• If eveiy woman in the conference would 
increase her pledge by $1.00 for 2008, do 
you have any idea how much mission money 
could be accmed just through that one little 
effort? 

• If any Unit that has a money-making 
project will give 50% to Mission Giving and 
use the balance for other projects, there 

La. membership gains 
Regional School 

ETHEL LILLY, Conference Membership 
Nurture and Outreach Coordiantor 

The West Regional School of Christian 
Missions is always a spiritual treat as well 
as inspirational. This year the school 
was held June 12-15, 2008, in Winfield, 
Kansas. Regional schools are annual dele¬ 
gated leadership events sponsored by the 
Women’s Division. My officer focus group 
was Membership, where we met to pray 
and to discuss what is going on in our local 
units as well as what should be going on 
in our units. 

This Conference year, we want to put 


would be a huge jump in meeting our pledge. 

• If ALL Units will empty their treasury of 
un-used and undesignated funds by the fourth 
quarter, this will also help. 

Don’t let September slip up on you with¬ 
out giving your offering to honor the District 
and Conference Officers who have given 
their time and energy to keep our UMW run¬ 
ning for the past four or eight years. In addi¬ 
tion your District Treasurers need to receive 
from you the Mission Candle forms in 
August or early September to get the names 
in the Candle Book. 

We’re looking forward to seeing eveiyone 
at the Conference UMW Annual Meeting! 

recognized at West Gulf 

more emphasis on organizing new units as 
well as re-organizing older units, identify¬ 
ing their needs and seeking strategies for 
those needs found. Louisiana Conference 
UMW was the recipient of a recognition 
award for the start of new units during 
the year. We are proud of that accom¬ 
plishment and want to foster even more of 
this. 

Thanks again for your Membership 
Reports and we all look forward to a 
greater conference year ahead. 

“Go forth and don’t be afraid to do great 
things for God and God’s people.” 


NEWS FROM THE DISTRICTS 


Acadiana District 2008 Change Agent 
Award Program Held 


MARGERY MANUEL, 

Acadiana District 

The Ann Dalme and Martha Susanna 
Wesley Circle of First United Methodist 
Church in Lafayette was presented the 
Change Agent 2008 Award by the Change 
Agent Network, Inc. on April 12, 2008. 

Mrs. Dalme accepted the award on behalf of 
all members of Martha Susanna Wesley 
Circle. Mrs. Dalme and the Martha 
Susanna Wesley Circle were nominated for 
this award by Ms. Victoria Dickson a 
refugee from West Africa. 

As an outreach mission project, Martha 
Susana Wesley Circle has given of their time 
and financial resources to help Ms. Dickson 
as she became settled and established in 
their community. It has been an enriching 
experience to have this opportunity to 
express God’s love and concern for Victoria. 


Change Agent Network is a registered 
non-profit, non-political Christian oriented 
charitable organization which strives to initi¬ 
ate programs that foster the mental, social, 
economic and educational status of less priv¬ 
ileged members of our society currently with 
particular emphasis in Africa, motivating 
growth and optimum development. 



Members of the Martha Susanna Wesley 
Circle of First UMC in Lafayette were pre¬ 
sented the Change Agent 2008 Award in 
Lafayette on April 12. 


REGISTRATION FORM 

LOUISIANA CONFERENCE ANNUAL MEETING 
September 19-20,2008 
First United Methodist Church 
Lake Charles, Louisiana 

Send Registration to: Jeanette McCalman 

715 W. Palmetto Ave. 

Plain Dealing, LA 71064 
318-326-5921 

gjmccalman@centurytel.net 

DEADLINE FOR PRE-REGISTRATION 
September 5,2008 

Make Check Payable to: Louisiana Conference UMW 
Pre-registration fee $ 8.00 

On-site registration $10.00 

Banquet fee $15.00 

(Banquet will be held at the church) 

Name_ 

Add ress_ 


City Zip Code 

CHECK ALL THAT APPLY: 

( (Conference Office-Specify_ 

( (Conference Executive Committee_ 

( (Disrict Office-Specify._ 

( (Local Member ( (Voting Delegate 
( (Former Conference President or Guild Secretary 
( (Guest 

MEALS 

CHECK ALL THAT APPLY: 

( (Friday Lunch ( (Saturday Breakfast ( (Saturday Lunch 
(Please take advantage of your hotel breakfast) 

( (Banquet ($15.00 non-refundable) include with registration 

Church__ 

City_District_ 

Number in local unit_ 

Where will you be staying during the meeting? 


Will child care be needed?_ 

Ages of children (None older than 10)_ 

NOTE: Registration fee includes: Cost of insurance from time of departure 
until return home, registration packet and a portion of meeting expenses. 

Annual meeting Lodging Information 

MAIN LODGING SITE: Best Suites - 401 Lakeshore Drive, Lake Charles, LA 70601 
Phone:337-439-2444 or 1-800-BESTINN; wwwbestinn.com Fax # 337-439-5740. 

The Best Suites Inn is located one mile from the church with easy in and out and an easy 
drive to the church. (Some rooms are reserved for Thursday night for the Conference 
UMW Executive team members who will meet on 07-18-08) 

Room Types: 

• Executive King-$99 with 1 king bed. Room offers a little more room to Accommodate 
small conferences/meetings; may also include a sofa Sleeper; amenities: may include 
refrigerator, microwave, etc 

• Deluxe Doubles-$99 with 2 double beds.There will be an extra charge for each over 2 
people. The rate for Friday may increase to $107/night. If enough rooms are rented, all 
rooms may be allowed at $99/night. A 10% discount will be honored for seniors. 

*When calling for reservations , please use the code: LACONF. 

All ra tes are plus tax of approxima tely 12 percent 

OVERFLOW LODGING: Howard Johnson Express Inn - 825 Broad Street, Lake Charles, 
LA 70601; Phone: 337-136-4311. Located less than 2 blocks from the church.The rate is 
$75 plus tax per night. If the conference uses several rooms, the Howard Johnson will not 
charge extra for more than 2 per room. Mention United Methodist Women when calling 
for reservations.There is not block reservation for UMW at the Howard Johnson but 
rooms will be available. 
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31-DERFUL WAYS TO SAY THANKS 


OCTOBER 2008 

Living the Sacred Daily, through Mission Giving 


Sun 

Mon 

Tue 

Wed 

Thu 

Fri 

Sat 


PLEDGE 


1. In the beginning God 

2. For each minister that 

3. God separated the 

4. Then God said, “Let 




created the heavens & the 

shares this knowledge in 

elements and there was 

the waters under the heav¬ 


Honor God with 


earths. Gen. 1:1 

your church. 

light and dark. Give 

ens be gathered into one 


our first fruits. 


We are blessed with this 


thanks for daytime for 

place. Gen. 1:9 



biblical knowledge. 


work, play' & worship 

Give 3^ for each 


Proverbs 3:9 


Give 25^ 

Give 25^ 

and nighttime for rest. 

Give 18^ 

river and ocean 
you can name. 

5. 

6. God said let the earth 

7. God said let the earth 

8. Then god said, “Let 

9. Then God said bring 

18. So god ere ated man 

11. Then God blessed 

SPECIAL 

bring forth herbs that 

bring forth fruit trees that 

the waters abound with 

forth living things: 

in His own image; in the 

them. Gen. 1:28 

MISSION 

yield seed. And it was 

yield seeds. 

an abundance of living 

creatures, cattle and beast 

image of God, He created 


RECOGNITION 

so. 

Give 5^ for each 

creatures. 

of the earth. 

him, male & female. 


See your Treasurer 

Give 24 for each 

piece of fruit you 

Give 18^ for a meal of 

Give 25^ if you 

Be thankful 

Give 25^ for each 

for SMR pins. 

herb in your cabinet 

ate this week. 

seafoodMsh this week. 

ate meat today. 

Give as you wish. 

member of your family. 

12. 

13. God created it! Let 

14. Think GREEN. 

15. 88% of disposable 

16. Use toothpaste to 

17. Recycle old 

18. Help a youth group 


us pledge to take care of 

Log onto Greeniacs.com 

water bottles are not 

polish your silver. 

batteries. Save and 

earn money with recycled 

God saw that 

our environment. 

and find out how Native 

recyclable. 

Source: thedailygreen.com 

drop them off at Radio 

newspaper. 

it was good 

Give $1.00 

Americans did it. 

Source: Greeniacs.com. 


Shack or other local 


and He rested. 

It is worth more 

Give 5^ for 

Give 58^ if you drank 

Give the cost of a 

source. 

Check local sources. 


than pennies. 

this lesson. 

bottled water today. 

jar of sliver polish. 

Give 3^ for each 

Give as you wish. 

19. 

20. We are blessed to 

21. We are blessed with 

22. Waste not, want not. 

23. If you have flowers 

24, If you have standard 

25. If you have a pet 


live in America where 

good clean tap water to 

If you wasted food or 

blooming in your yard... 

lighting outside, instead 

that shows unconditional 

GIFT IN MEMORY 

we can give thanks 
openly. 

drink. 

water today'... 


of solar.... 

love... 

Send a gift in 


Give 5 $ for each 


For the beauty of 



Memory Card. 

Give 25^ 

cup you drink today. 

Give 25^ 

the earth, Give 10p. 

Give 58^ 

Give 25^ 

26. 

27. If you have a 

28. If you have a cbset 

29. If you know someone 

38. Mission Giving 

31-derfulways to say 



refrigerator with food 

full of clothes that you 

who is living alone.... 

From the Heart! 

THANKS! 


SEND AMISSION 
THANK YOU CARD 

in it.... 

don't wear.... 

Give them to someone 
that needs them. 



United Methodist 


To a soldier for 


Let them know that you 
care. Call or visit them. 

A wayto say'thanks. 

Women’s 

Mission Program 


serving his country. 

Give 25^ 

Put pennies in die 



Give as you please. 




Thanh Bank. 

Give 1^ 

Give as you please. 



Memorial Candle to remain significant part of Annual Meeting 

The lighting of the MISSION CANDLE will again be a significant part of our Conference 
Annual Meeting, to be held on September 19-20, 2008, in First United Methodist Church, Lake 
Charles, Louisiana. The Candle was first burned at the 1979 Conference Annual Meeting as a 
Centennial Celebration of women Organized for Mission. Because of the loving and diligent pro¬ 
motion of Shirley Hoffpauir, then serving as Conference Treasurer, the tradition of the mission can¬ 
dle has evolved to represent our past, present and future as women organized for mission. Units 
and individuals will want to be a part of this meaningful expression of our united com¬ 

mitment to a worldwide program of mission outreach. 

Gifts may be given IN MEMORY or IN HONOR of persons whose names will be inscribed 
by district in a CONFERENCE MISSION BOOK displayed near the candle. Each district will 
take home its list of names to display at District Annual Meetings. PLEASE NOTE that the 
person or unit giving the gift is responsible for notifying honorees and/or families of those memori¬ 
alized. The MISSION CANDLE will bum for the exact length of time our total gifts will support mission through the Women’s 
Division.When these funds are used up, the candle will be extinguished. OUR GOAL is to bum the candle throughout the 
Conference Annual Meeting. This goal can be realized if every unit gives 1 minute or more for the MISSION CANDLE. However, 
there is no minimum or maximum gift requirement. All monies are incorporated into each District’s PLEDGE TO MISSION. 

Please use this form to list names, indicating in which section each name is to be inscribed. Send the 

Form with your check to your District Treasurer by September first. 

PLEASE TYPE OR PRINT 

Individual/Unit submitting form:_ 

Church:_District:_ 

City:_Phone: ( )_ 

Given by: Name of Individual/Unit In HONOR of: 


2008 COST OF 

MISSION SUPPORT 

1 SECOND 

$ .61 

1 MINUTE 

$36.80 

5 MINUTES 

$184.01 

1 HOUR 

$2,208.10 


Proposed Goals for 2009 
(Voting Item) 

In keeping with the Purpose of the 
United Methodist Women, in 2009 our 
goals will be: 

I. To be A Community of Women, 
accomplishing a 2% increase in 
membership by: 

A. Seeking to charter new units in 
churches where units do not exist. 

B. Revitalizing units that have limited 
resources. 

C. Creating teen, college/university age 
and newly retired women’s circles in each 
District. 

II. To encourage children, youth 
and women to know God by: 

A. Promoting conference, district and 
local unit mission studies as outlined by 
the Women’s Division. Promote increase 
attendance at School of Christian Mission, 
Annual Meetings and Spiritual Retreats. 

B. Incorporating the use of the Prayer 
Calendar in daily devotions. 

C. Implementing a Children’s Reading 
Program in each of the seven districts. 

III. To continue to Develop a 
Creative, Supportive Fellowship 
by: 

A. Observing UMW Sunday in January 
2009 in every unit throughout the confer¬ 
ence. 

B. Collecting items as outlined in the 
current Material Resources for Mission 
Catalog, and presenting these items at the 
UMW Annual Meeting to support 
Women’s Division Mission Projects in 
Louisiana - Dulac Cooperative Ministry, 
MacDonnell United Methodist Children’s 
Services and North Rampart Community 
Center. 

C. Encouraging mission Volunteer work 
at Sager-Brown/UMCOR, and education 
field trips to Women’s Division Projects in 
Louisiana. 

IV. To Expand Concepts of Mission 
by: 

A. Encouraging District and Local 
Units to use the 2009 Program Book, 
Response Magazine and the Prayer 
Calendar in program planning. 

B. Promoting and assisting each Local 
and District Unit in becoming a Mission 
Today Unit. 

C. Completing the requirements for 
membership in the Charter Club for Racial 
Justice. 

D. Increasing the number of partici¬ 
pants in the Reading Program by 2%. 

E. Participating and supporting the pro¬ 
gramming of Church Women United, and 
the World Federation of Methodist 
Women. 

F. Increasing the number of Five Star 
Giving Units by 10%. 


Given by: Name of Individual/Unit In MEMORY of: 


Total Amount Enclosed 

$ _ 


V.TO Participate in the Global 
Ministries of the Church by: 

A. Paying our MISSION GIVING 
pledge in full. 

B. Supporting and promoting our 
Mission Candle and Mission Ribbons. 
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The Academy for Spiritual Leadership 2008 - 2009 



Connecting to Our Calling 

Rev. Dr. William McClain, Retreat Leader 
Wesley Theological Seminary, Washington, D.C. 
October 2-4, 2008 


Connecting to Our Souls 

Rev. Jane Vennard, Retreat Leader 
Iliff School of Theology, Denver, Co. 
November 13-15, 2008 


Connecting to the Church and Community 

Dr. Luther Smith, Retreat Leader 
Candler School of Theology, Atlanta, Ga. 

January 29-31, 2009 


Connecting to Our Faith Journey 

Dr. Marcia McFee, Retreat Leader 
Worship Institute 
April 23-25, 2009 


THE PATH OF SPIRITUAL LEADERSHIP 

The Path of Spiritual Leadership is a four retreat course that empowers laity and clergy to grow in 
their faith and deepen as spiritual leaders in their congregation or ministry setting. The retreats begin 
on Thursday with registration at 5 p.m. and close on Saturday with lunch. They include time with 
nationally known retreat leaders, time in small groups, time apart in Sabbath Rest to reflect and pon¬ 
der, and time to worship. For many, these retreats become a time of discernment and a defining 
moment as they search for direction in their lives from God. 

The registration fee of $375 includes double occupancy room and all meals for the four retreats. 

It can be paid half in 2008 and half in 2009. Register at www.la-umc.org 

Quotes from past participants: 

7 teach Sunday School, lead a prayer group, 
help design worship and sometimes lead Bible study 
classes. A chance to “fill up ” my own spiritual cup 
has been most life-giving for me. Hearing the stories 
and suggestions has breathed new life into me. ” 

“Excellent balance of content and experience. I 
loved the use of music and movement. This experi¬ 
ence has given me a greater sense of direction for 
the next stage of my journey. ” 

“I learned new and innovative ways to worship 
and be in the presence of the Holy. The group fel¬ 
lowship was wonderful! ” 



THE PATH OF REUNION RETREAT 

April 2-4, 2009 

This retreat is designed to call together those who have been a part of the Academy 
in any of its offerings through the years. It gives an opportunity to connect with per¬ 
sons who have shared a similar life-changing season and want to have a time of 
renewal. All retreats are held at The Wesley Center in Woodworth, La. 


LOUISIANA SPIRITUAL DIRECTORS TO HOST 

The Fellowship for Spiritual Directors and Retreat Leaders 
"Spirituality & Transition: Hearing and Telling our Stories” 

October 27 - 30, 2008 

Bishop Susan Hassinger and Dr. Dwight Judy, Retreat Leaders 

This national event, to be held at The Wesley Center, will involve persons from 
across the country who are engaged in the ministry of spiritual direction. It will pro¬ 
vide an opportunity to hear and tell our stories while sharing in the presence of God. 

It is our joy to host this first time regional gathering for the Fellowship. 

For more information contact either Cherri Johnson, cherri@firstmethodist.org or 
Carole Cotton Winn, cottonwinn@bellsouth.net. 


THE DISCERNERS ACADEMY 

March 13 - 15,2009 
Dr. Laceye Warner, Retreat Leader 
Duke Divinity School, Durham, N.C. 

The Discemers Academy is held each year in the Louisiana Conference as a way 
of recruiting persons who may be hearing a nudge toward full time ministry. This 

retreat gives them a chance to 
be among peers who are ask¬ 
ing similar questions and 
seeking guidance for the 
process of Candidacy. They 
are given a glimpse into a 
class at seminary by hearing a 
faculty person from a United 
Methodist School of 
Theology. The staff is made 
up of Elders, Deacons, and 
Local Pastors. 


THE PATH OF SPIRITUAL DIRECTION 

The calendar dates for this cycle 
of training are: 

October 13-16, 2008 
February 9-12, 2009 
May 4-7, 2009 
October 4-8, 2009 
February 22-25, 2010 
April 3-6, 2010 

Quotes from former participants: 

"Through this training my vocational call has gained a much broader clarity. 
Spiritual direction is now a part of everything I do in ministry. I have become 
comfortable in my own skin, not just for myself, but in relation to where I am in 
ministry for God in this present season of my life. This is a huge shift for me. I 
have probably spent most of my adult life trying to get to the next station and 
wanting to be somewhere else. Now I trust God's voice and have found a place of 
acceptance in where I am. ”. 

The Path of Spiritual Direction and Spiritual Formation in the Congregation 

by Carole Cotton Winn, Director 

"A Spiritual Director is, then, one who helps another to recognize and to fol¬ 
low the inspirations of grace in life, in order to arrive at the end to which God is 
leading." 

Thomas Merton 

This course is designed for persons who want to explore and hone skills in 
spiritual formation within the congregation, as well as spiritual direction in a one 
on one setting. It involves a six week course which extends from Monday after¬ 
noon at 3 p.m. through Thursday morning at 11 a.m. Our faculty person is Rev. 
Wendy Miller, from the Eastern Mennonite University in Harrisburg, Va., where 
she teaches spiritual formation in the seminary. Each retreat includes required 
reading and assignments. Persons who complete the training and engage in the 
assignments become certified in Spiritual Direction in the Louisiana Conference. 
The registration fee is $300 per retreat, which includes a private room and all 
meals. 



For more information contact Linda Gregg via email at lindagregg@la-umc.org or via telephone at 225-346-1646 or 888-239-5286. 
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Delegates at Jurisdictional Conference included Tim Hebert (alternate). Rev. Chris Andrews, Rev. Danny Gleason, Rev. Ellen Alston, Rev. Bob 
Burgess, Dr. Sarah Kreutziger, Jared Williams, Dr. Anita Crump,"Buzzy" Anding, Carolyn Dove, Dr.Terrel DeVille, Rev. Ramonalynn Bethley 
(alternate), Rachel Scott, Rev. Don Avery, Rev. Bernadine Johnson, Joyce Robinson, Rev. Andy Goff and Pete Aguila. Missing from the photo¬ 
graph are Rev. Carol Winn Crawford, Rev. Pat Day, Fred Loy, Rev. Larry Miller and Rev. Juliet Spencer (alternate). 


Jurisdictional, from page 1 
intendent since 2002 for the Bryan/West 
District in the Texas Conference. Lowry, 
also 58, comes to the Episcopacy after 
serving as executive director for New 
Church Development and Transformation 
for the Southwest Texas Conference in San 
Antonio. Dorff, 61, has been serving as 
area provost for the North Texas 
Conference. 

A standing ovation was given to the 
Louisiana Annual Conference in recogni¬ 
tion of the conference paying 100 percent 
of its apportionments. “As they have 
sought institutional support, they have not 
given up their responsibilities,” said Daniel 
Ivey-Soto, referring to connectional finan¬ 
cial assistance given to Louisiana for hurri¬ 
cane recovery. 



Delegates Rev. Andy Goff and Dr. Anita 
Crump take a short break. 


Bishop Charles Crutchfield, Arkansas 
Conference, spoke about a mandate stem¬ 
ming from the 2008 General Conference to 
reduce the number of Episcopal Areas in 
four of the five denominational jurisdic¬ 
tions. 

A projected timeline for planning the 
reduction spans the next quadrennium, and 
includes the gathering of feedback from 
conference leadership teams and groups. In 
June of 2009, the College of Bishops will 
meet with the SCJ Committee on 
Episcopacy to receive any recommenda¬ 
tions they wish to give. In January of 2010, 
the College will develop its first draft of a 
proposal. The final proposal will be pre¬ 
sented to SCJ Conference delegates in 
November of 2011. 

During a video report from Mount 
Sequoyah Conference and Retreat Center 
in Fayetteville, the Louisiana Conference 
was recognized for the recent building and 
opening of the Friendship Plaza, located at 


the retreat center. The plaza was construct¬ 
ed as a “thank you” from the United 
Methodists of Louisiana to the center and 
to the many volunteers from throughout the 
South Central Jurisdiction that assisted 
Louisiana with hurricane disaster response. 

Rev. Darryl Tate, executive director of 
the Louisiana Disaster Response Ministry, 
thanked the South Central Jurisdiction for 
the financial help, volunteer hours and 
prayers that have helped the hurricane dev¬ 
astated state on its road to recovery. 


A resolution affirming the South Central 
Jurisdiction Mission Council’s action 
which supports the use of SMU property to 
house the proposed George W. Bush 
library, museum and institute passed by a 
show of hands. 

Just prior to that vote, a substitute peti¬ 
tion that would prevent leasing, selling or 
otherwise participating in or supporting a 
George W. Bush policy institute on the 


property of South Methodist University 
was defeated. 

Defenders of the substitute resolution 
argued that the institute will support a parti¬ 
san ideology that could be in conflict with 
some of the focuses and Social Principles 
of The United Methodist Church. Those 
speaking against the substitute resolution 
stated that the presence of the Bush 
Institute would not taint or damage 
Southern Methodist University’s reputa¬ 
tion, but would instead strengthen the uni¬ 


versity and its resources. 

In a post-vote press conference, Dr. 
Gerald Turner, president of SMU, was 
“delighted” that the conference had, 
through the vote, affirmed the actions of 
SMU and of the Mission Council. “Nearly 
every presidential library has created a con¬ 
troversy. ... It will all work out,” he said. 

In that same press conference, Rev. Dr. 


Tex Sample, professor emeritus at St. Paul 
School of Theology, was extremely disap¬ 
pointed by the outcome of the vote. Sample 
stated that the institute could become a 
“very, very loud trumpet” for the ideals and 
goals of the Bush administration. 

The timetable for the completion of the 
complex on SMU’s campus, said Turner, 
could include a groundbreaking as soon as 
the spring of 2010, with the opening of the 
facilities in the fall of 2012 or the spring of 
2013. 

On Thursday morning of the 
Jurisdictional Conference, Bishop Ann 
Sherer of the Nebraska area delivered an 
Episcopal Address on the State of the 
Church. “Christ is not just for us. Christ is 
for those persons outside the church ... for 
the whole world,” she said. 

Bishop Sherer described United 
Methodists as deeply and institutionally 
connected in 38 countries. “Who we are is 
changing. We know ourselves to be a part 
of the same church. We and the persons in 
every conference in this jurisdiction who 
are opening themselves to these relation¬ 
ships ... are privileged to get a whole per¬ 
spective on the whole world that many do 
not know,” Sherer added. 

The bishop from Nebraska added that 
the church should be concerned with the 
issues of equity, justice, shifting power, and 
sharing resources. 

“Every time we come together we call it 
conferencing, whether we do it or not. Our 
mission is to make disciples of Jesus Christ 
for the transformation of the world. The 
best way to do this mission is to engage in 
holy conferencing together,” said Sherer. 



Youth from the North Texas Conference provide the music for the Consecration Service, 
held Saturday morning at First United Methodist Church in Dallas. 



Bishop William W. Hutchinson, flanked by the Bishops of the South Central Jurisdiction, 
delivers the message during the Consecration Service. 



Delegates from the Louisiana Annual Conference pray for discernment during the 
Episcopal election process, which lasted until 10:26 p.m.on Friday evening. 
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Louisiana 
Volunteers in 
Mission 

527 North Boulevard 
Baton Rouge, La. 
70802 


Larry D. Norman 

Director 

(225) 346-1646 ext. 222 
(888) 239-5286 
LduckN@aol.com 


Brenda Coppit 

Assistant to the Director 
(225) 346-1646 ext. 226 
BrendaCoppit@la- 
umc.org 

Pat Mauras 

Financial Assistant 
(225) 346-1646 ext. 240 
Patmauras@la-umc.org 


LAVIM fax 

(225) 383-3144 
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Friendship Plaza dedicated at Mount Sequoyah 


Bishop William W. Hutchinson and his 
wife Kay, members of the Louisiana 
Annual Conference, and many others dedi¬ 
cated the Louisiana Friendship Plaza at 
Mount Sequoyah during Bishops’ Week. 
The plaza comes to the Fayetteville, 
Arkansas located historic institution as a 
“thank you” gift from the Louisiana 
Conference to the South Central 


Jurisdiction for the many disaster relief 
teams and hundreds of volunteers that trav¬ 
eled to assist with hurricane response 
efforts over the last three years. 

“Mount Sequoyah is the official retreat 
and conference center of the South Central 
Jurisdiction, and is the center of United 
Methodism for our jurisdiction,” said Rev. 
Larry D, Norman, director of Louisiana 


Volunteers in Mission and coordinator of 
the project. “Mount Sequoyah is the per¬ 
fect place for all of the South Central 
Jurisdiction to see and understand our grat¬ 
itude. We hope this plaza will become the 
center of our Mountain’s activities and an 
inspiration to all.” 

Friendship Plaza will also be a thank 

See Plaza, page 6 


Volunteers in Mission 2008 



A Louisiana Volunteers in Mission team serving Feb. 15-March 1 in Bareilly, India at the Clara Swain Hospital worked with hospital 
staff, left and top, to renovate the facility’s courtyard. Saroj Welch and Kat Mire, the oldest and youngest members of the team, 
were interviewed by Indian TV reporters on site at the hospital, and later during a live half hour interview for the Sahara TV network. 


LAVIM team helps with renovations to India hospital 


Louisiana volunteers traveled once 
again to Bareilly, India to serve the Clara 
Swain Hospital Feb. 15-March 1 of 
2008. The Louisiana Volunteers in 
Mission team, comprised of 12 mem¬ 
bers, worked side by side with hospital 
staff members to completely refurbish 
the hospital courtyard on this particular 
mission. 

Donations totaling $8,000 from the 
Louisiana Conference paid for major 
reconstruction of the hospital’s bum unit. 


The work was in progress while the 
team was there. “Although we were 
scheduled to do the final painting for the 
rebuilt bum unit, the professionals had 
not finished to that point. So our LAVIM 
team turned its attentions to restoring the 
hospital courtyard,” said LeRoy 
Clavenna, team member. 

More than 20 hospital nurses, admin¬ 
istrative employees and other staff 
worked with the team to completely redo 
the courtyard. “Some even worked in 


their nice saris to help us change out 
windows, paint, trim trees and rebuild 
flower beds. I remember someone local¬ 
ly asking why our group was doing this 
type of work. He indicated that profes¬ 
sionals didn’t do that kind of physical 
labor in India. We definitely drew a lot 
of attention,” said Clavenna. 

In fact, the team and hospital volun¬ 
teers drew so much attention that the 
local media began to mn stories about 

See India, page / 
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From the LaVIM Director 

‘MISSION t trip’ 

It is as simple as “JUMBO shrimp.” Like all those more famous oxymoron’s, “MISSION” in any genre is not the same as “trip.” 
Combat troops do not go on daily trips but intensive missions. Our astronauts did not go on trips to the moon but engaged in lunar 
missions. There are no MISSION TRIPS. Those, now thousands, who have volunteered for LAVIM projects have not gone on mis¬ 
sion trips; they have gone on MISSIONS. 

It has to do with Task, Intent and Purpose. The task may be to build or repair a church, a clinic, a community building, a water 
well... It may be to realize a medical clinic, teach a vacation Bible school, English classes... The intent in these and many other 
types of projects is the purpose. The purpose is to share the love of Jesus Christ in ways that will make a Christian Difference in the 
hopes and lives of those whom God will introduce into our own lives while on the mission. 

It is true that missions by default or schedule do often include some scenery. If one is going somewhere there is no reason not to 
miss the natural and man-made wonders and beauty of our world. But even then there is also purpose. 

We cannot enter into the life of another unless we come to know and understand how that life is lived and how it finds its mean¬ 
ing. Robbin’s Island, the gold trade, Table Mountain bare witness to the daily life and struggle of South Africans. The Mayan ruins at 
Copan, the jungles and the markings of the river’s rage in Tegucigalpa witness the pride and pain of Hondurans. You cannot know 
the hearts and spirits of Cambodians unless you know the still bleeding wounds of Pol Pot’s Tuol Sleng torture houses and the 
Killing Fields, or the indescribable majesty of Angkor Watt’s temples. 

LAVIM invites you to MISSION, to enter for the first time or again into the womb of second birth; to be part of God’s call for the 
revitalization of faith in the world, yours and those to whom you are sent. Mission is discipleship, yours and the world’s. 

Come, go with us! 

Larry D. Norman 

Director 



LAVIM disaster teams forming 



A 12-member LAVIM team stands in front of Douglas Community UMC in Alaska during a 
mission this past July. The team installed 16 ground floor windows and made other repairs 
to the church building. 


LAVIM goes ‘North to Alaska’ 


Debra Garrish, lay speaker for Douglas 
Community United Methodist Church, is 
emphatic about the positive effects of visit¬ 
ing LAVIM teams. 

“When people come to help, it revital¬ 
izes the members of the church. Even 
though we are a small church, good things 
can happen for us,” said Garrish, lay speak¬ 
er for the church which is located in 
Douglas, Alaska. 

Judd Hammond led a 12-member 
LAVIM team to Douglas Community 
UMC from July 9-18. The team installed 
16 ground floor windows and plumbing 
fixtures, and completed repairs around the 
church. “I just fell in love with Joe, who 
did plumbing for the team. He fixed our 
furnace, saving us thousands of dollars. We 
had been told that it would cost $39,000 to 
fix it by a local company,” said Garrish. 

Some people might say that it would be 
just as effective to send the money for 
repairs as it would be to send a team, 

Debra commented. “For some churches, 
that might be so. But many of our church 
members are over the age of 70. We need 


the volunteers, too!” 

At the end of the mission, the members 
of Douglas Community UMC treated the 
LAVIM team to a pot luck dinner which 
featured salmon, the area’s signature dish. 

“The mission to Douglas served as my 
fourth mission to Alaska. I think the area is 
so appealing because even though Alaska 
seems to provide a frontier-type of mission, 
we can still remain on United States soil,” 
said Judd Hammond. 

In another part of Alaska, Allen Tuten 
led two teams to Kenai in June, with a total 
of 20 LAVIM volunteers participating. 

A total of 1,000 volunteer hours were 
put in, and close to 60 gallons of paint 
were used to paint the local church and 
parsonage. “The folks there treated us to 
pot luck dinners, and we prepared our tra¬ 
ditional Louisiana jambalaya meal for 
them,” said Tuten. 

Debra Garrish is excited that next year, 
Douglas Community UMC will welcome 
two VIM teams. “I thanked this last 
LAVIM team for being the hands of Christ 
and the face of Christ.” 


Louisiana has watched with dismay the 
terrible damage and distress that weather 
has caused in the Midwest over the past 
few months. We recall that as Louisiana 
attempted to recover from Katrina and 
Rita, our friends and neighbors from the 
Midwest and throughout the world have 
generously helped us by sending hundreds 
of disaster response teams. 

Louisiana Volunteers in Mission 
(LAVIM) is presently organizing teams to 
go to Iowa, Ohio, Illinois, Arkansas and 
other states in need of our help. 

Three such teams have already been cal¬ 
endared for Aug. 16-23, Aug. 23-30 and 
Aug. 30-Sept. 6. Mission fees estimates 
will be available soon for teams traveling 
to Cedar Falls, Iowa. Team leaders for the 
three teams are Dale Kimball, station man¬ 
ager of the Southeast Louisiana UM 
Disaster Response Station, and others from 
the La. Conference of The United 
Methodist Church Disaster Response, Inc. 
Each team is limited to 20 volunteers. 

Costs for the missions are still being deter¬ 
mined and will be affected by the choice of 
teams to drive or fly. Please call the 
LAVIM offices at (225) 346-1646 or (888) 


239-5286 for information and to register. 

Additional teams are being formed, and 
potential volunteers should call the LAVIM 
offices to register for a team. As new dates 
are established, schedules will be published 
in the Louisiana Now! and at http://la- 
umc.org/vim_natl.php. Both seasoned 
LAVIM-trained leaders and new volunteers 
are encouraged to participate. If you cannot 
volunteer in the next few months, you will 
still be needed for long term recovery. Both 
individuals and teams formed by local con¬ 
gregations are needed. 

Presently, these areas are asking for 
long term recovery teams: Ohio (flooding 
2007), Illinois (floods of 2007 and 2008), 
Iowa (East and West Conferences), 
Minnesota (flooding 2007), Indiana (flood¬ 
ing 2008), North and South Dakota (torna¬ 
dos), Wisconsin (floods of 2007 and 2008). 
Missouri (tornados, flooding 2008), 
Oklahoma (tornados), Mississippi (flood¬ 
ing, tornados, hurricanes), Alabama (hurri¬ 
canes), Georgia (tornados), Arkansas (tor¬ 
nados, flooding), North Carolina (hurri¬ 
canes), Tennessee (tornados), Texas (torna¬ 
dos, flooding, hurricanes), Kansas (torna¬ 
dos), and Florida (forest fires, hurricanes). 


Louisiana Conference NOW! 

William W. Hutchinson Resident Bishop 

Don Cottrill Provost 

Betty Backstrom Editor 

Send subscriptions, news and information to: 

Editor 

527 North Boulevard 
Baton Rouge, LA 70802 
E-mail: lanow@bellsouth.net 
(888) 239-5286 ext. 227 
(225) 346-1646, (225) 383-2652 fax 

You can find the Louisiana Annual Conference on the Internet at 
http://www.la-umc.org 
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Missionaries applaud help from LAVIM and the La. Conference 



Rev. Ann Sutton and Archie Corder, top, interact with Cambodian children during a LAVIM 
medical mission to Cambodia. Bishop William Hutchinson visits with Cambodian mission¬ 
aries Nicholas and Esther Gitobu, along with their children Nicole, Michelle and Jeanette. 


BY BETTY BACKSTROM 

Nicholas and Esther Gitobu, General 
Board of Global Ministries missionaries to 
Cambodia, brought a special “surprise” 
with them on a recent trip to the United 
States. 

That surprise was their three charming 
daughters, Jeanette, 13, Nicole, 10, and 
Michelle, 7. 

Although these three precocious girls 
have the same likes and dislikes of most 
children (all three said that a visit to Blue 
Bayou Water Park in Baton Rouge was 
their “favorite” adventure while in the 
States), the daily lives they lead are a far 
cry from that of the average American 
child. 

The missionary family works with the 
poorest of the poor at an enormous dump- 
site in Phnom Penn, Cambodia. Families 
live at the site, foraging for items they can 
sell to make a living. The children of these 
families live in filthy conditions with little 
or no hope for anything different in their 
future. “The United Methodist Church has 
established a school near the dump where 
these children can receive an education for 
just $10 a month. The English classes are 
so important, and these children are acquir¬ 
ing skills that will help them break the 
poverty barrier,” said Nicholas Gitobu. 

There are two classrooms located right 
by the dump. “Skills like dressmaking and 
haircutting are also taught so that the chil¬ 
dren can leam a trade. When they are not 
working with their families, the children 
come in for instruction,” said Esther 
Gitobu. 

Volunteers in Mission plays a critical 
role for the growth of The United 
Methodist Church in Cambodia. “Louisiana 
Volunteers in Mission has been a very good 
partner. Spean Chivit UMC, now serving 
hundreds of people and families, would not 
have been built without donations and the 
physical help of visiting teams. Plans for 
future programs for the church are being 
formed, and District Superintendents are 
working with all Cambodian churches as 
they plan for more programs. With the 
Christmas holidays approaching, those 
wishing to give in support of Cambodian 
ministries can give to a variety of different 
projects. “In addition to the $10 per month 
to educate a child, we are appealing for 
Bibles for churches, which only cost $7 
each. The books are printed in Khmer, the 
native language of the country. In addition 
to Bibles, Sunday school and other 
Christian education materials have been 
developed. Churches have been receiving 
the items and are very excited to have 
Christian materials in their native tongue. 
Donations can help us get these items into 
the hands of more people,” said Nicholas. 

Donor gifts also help to build programs 
like “Faith Engine,” a ministry which helps 
young people leam engine repair and basic 
mechanics. Contributions fund programs 
focusing on leadership development for 
women, assisting them in silk production, 
sewing industries, and agricultural projects. 
“Some of the women have looms, some 
have sewing machines. Those that are rais¬ 
ing pigs, chickens and cows can assist oth¬ 
ers by giving baby animals to others in 
need. For each eight piglets bom, three are 


kept and five are passed on to neighbors,” 
said Esther, who added that one pregnant 
pig costs $150 and a cow is $350. 

“The cows are important because they 
can be used to plow fields. For some, the 
cow may be the only asset a family may 
own,” said Nicholas. 

Groups involved in silk production usu¬ 
ally include 5-10 women. “A contribution 
of $350, used as seed money, can get a silk 
weaving group off the ground. After one 
year of profit, the group will give back the 
seed money to help another group get start¬ 
ed,” she said, adding that members of the 
group each tithe $5 a month from their pro¬ 
ceeds. 

Men’s trade ministries in Cambodia are 
expanding, specifically in the area of block 
making. “These mud blocks are made by 
the men and used to build stronger, safer 
homes for their families. Many people live 
in shelters made of leaves. Seed money of 
$7,500 buys the machine used to make the 
blocks,” said Nicholas. 

Another important program that is tak¬ 
ing off in Cambodia is the installation of 
water filters for local homes. “The lack of 
clean water is a major health issue for 
Cambodians. The Cambodia Health and 
Agriculture Development program pro¬ 
vides water filters for only $3 each. Now 
people can reduce water bom diseases,” he 
added. 

LAVIM teams are helping Cambodian 
missionaries as they strive to provide better 
health care for the poor. “Irene Mpamtsa, a 
GBGM missionary, is overseeing the med¬ 
ical arm of the work in Cambodia. She 
works with visiting teams, connecting them 
with churches and setting up clinics in the 
various villages. For many of the these 
people coming to the clinics, they have 
never had an opportunity to go to hospital 
or to see a proper doctor,” said Esther, 
adding that over 2,000 people were served 
at these clinics on the last LAVIM medical 
trip. 

Nicholas and Esther give sacrificially 
every day to the ministries they perform in 
the name of The United Methodist Church. 
It is no wonder that their daughters have 
special ministries of their own that help 
those who suffer in poverty. 

Jeanette was instmmental in raising 
$3,000 this year for Operation Smile, a 
medical ministry to underprivileged coun¬ 
tries. “We have a club in middle school 
club that puts on fundraisers for the project. 
We also hold a toy drive for the kids at the 
Russian Hospital, and we get to distribute 
the toys to the kids. It’s adorable to see 
how they appreciate it. I gave one mother 
a toy for her child, and she was crying 
tears,” said Jeanette. 

Daughter Nicole speaks of a man the 
Gitobu family has identified from the 
dumpsite. “We collect bottles and cans on 
our own to give him so that he can use 
them to make money. We also provide him 
food to eat,” she said. 

Nicole also participates in a support 
group for the local orphanage, helping to 
gather personal items, shampoo, rice, noo¬ 
dles and other needed items for the chil¬ 
dren. “We bring things to the orphanage 
three or four times per month. When we 
go, we get to play with the kids,” she 


added. 

Michelle, the happy-go-lucky “baby” of 
the Gitobu family, talked about going to the 
Easter and Christmas programs at the 
orphanage. The children residing their have 
been taught native Cambodian dancing that 
they perform in ornate costumes as a 
source of income. “We enjoy the dances,” 
said Michelle. 

As the United Methodist church contin¬ 
ues to grow in Cambodia, leadership devel¬ 
opment is a continuing critical need. 
“Prayers and financial support are vital. For 
$100 per month, we can provide Bible col¬ 
lege for a minister. A gift of $30 will pro¬ 
vide a scholarship for a lay person or pastor 
for continuting education training,” said 
Nicholas. 

Currently, there are 167 active United 
Methodist congregations in Cambodia, 
with 42 active partnerships. “A congrega¬ 
tion in the United States can partner with 
one of these congregations by praying for 
each other, and by providing financial sup¬ 
port for the pastor,” said Esther, adding that 
pastor support is $200 per month. 

Covenant support for missionaries like 
Nicholas and Esther is needed. “We already 
have 22 churches in Louisiana in active 
partnership, through Global Ministries. 
Truly, Louisiana is the engine that is mov¬ 


ing our work in Cambodia,” said Esther. 

Advance numbers for gifts to support 
Cambodian missions include: # 13077Z 
(Nicholas), # 13959Z (Esther), # 00230A 
(projects). Make checks payable to 
“Louisiana Annual Conference,” place in 
the offering plate on Sunday, or mail to: 
Louisiana Annual Conference, 527 North 
Blvd., Baton Rouge, LA 70802. 


Upcoming LAVIM 
missions to Cambodia 

Rev. Jack O’Dell will lead a pro¬ 
gramming-leadership LAVIM mis¬ 
sion to Cambodia, Dec. 1-12, 2008. 
Team members will conduct 
Vacation Bible School at the dump 
in Phnom Penn and at the area 
orphanage. 

The group will also conduct a 
leadership training for 160 youth. 

Rev. Ann Sutton will lead a 
LAVIM medical mission to 
Cambodia, Feb. 12-26, 2009. The 
team will staff rural medical clinics, 
focusing on care of the elderly. 

For information on both mis¬ 
sions, contact the LAVIM office in 
Baton Rouge at (225) 346-1646. 
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La. Volunteers In Mission continues relationship with Mexico 

■ i Mexico announces new priority projects 



LAVIM Director Larry Norman, left, and Susan Heliums, Director of the Border Friendship 
Commission, congratulate Willie Berman, newly commissioned GBGM missionary. 

Berman commissioned GBGM missionary 


Guillermo “Willie” Berman, Mexico 
Methodist Border Coordinator, has been 
serving as the Mexican Methodist 
Volunteers in Mission Coordinator for the 
past eight years. On March 11, Berman 
was commissioned to serve the Methodist 
Church of Mexico as an official General 
Board of Global Ministries (GBGM) 
Missionary. Berman was commissioned in 
Stamford, Connecticut, along with 21 new 
United Methodist missionaries. 

The new missionaries are lawyers, doc¬ 
tors, pastors and agriculturalists. They 
come from places as diverse as Brazil, the 
Philippines, Mexico, Zimbabwe, Missouri 
and Michigan. They fall into several cate¬ 
gories of mission service and form the 
largest group of United Methodist mission¬ 
aries commissioned at the same time in the 
last four years. 

After his commissioning, Willie sent 
this invitation to our LAVIM teams: “I 
hope that you and your churches will con¬ 
tinue to support the work of the Methodist 
Church of Mexico and my placement as an 
in-country missionary through the 
Missionary Program of GBGM. I would 
welcome your support in a covenant rela¬ 
tionship. Please let me know if you are 
interested in this special relationship.” 

Willie will continue to be based out of 
Reynosa, Mexico in the Eastern 
Conference of the Methodist Church of 
Mexico. His duties will revolve around 
Volunteers in Mission and supporting the 
many ministries of the Mexican Methodist 
Church along the entire Mexico/U.S. bor¬ 
der. 

“We receive hundreds of UMVIM and 
other mission teams from all over the U.S. 

I work with teams in an effort to coordinate 
their visit and to meet the priorities of the 
Methodist Church of Mexico. Also, to 
accomplish the goals of the mission 
according to the skills, gifts, talents and 
financial resources offered. I am a member 
of the Methodist Border Friendship 
Commission (MBFC) which supports mis¬ 
sion and ministry of the Methodist Church 
on both sides of the Mexico/US Border. 


We also work to strengthen relations 
between the Methodist Church of Mexico 
and the United Methodist Church in the 
U.S. I will continue to work toward these 
goals!,” said Berman. 

In past years, Mexico VIM and 
Louisiana Volunteers in Mission have 
formed partnering teams in response to dis¬ 
aster recovery in New Orleans and Lake 
Charles. In addition, teams from the 
McAllen District of The United Methodist 
Church and San Pablo District of the 
Methodist Church of Mexico worked with 
missionaries and the indigenous people in 
the mountains in the State of San Luis 
Potosi. Dorms for visiting teams have been 
built in several locations along the border 
and churches have been remodeled so that 
they can host VIM teams coming to the 
area. Church facilities, classrooms, and 
parsonages are among some of the facili¬ 
ties that have benefited from visits from 
UMVIM construction teams and resources. 
Mexico VIM continues to promote the 
sending of Mexican VIM teams and the 
strengthening its own program. Through 
many shared resources, social programs 
have been developed in the communities 
surrounding our churches, such as the 
P.E.T. Ministry, breakfast/lunch programs, 
schools, backpacks, scholarship programs, 
medical clinics, Bible distribution, sewing 
classes, English classes and VBS in areas 
that may not otherwise be able to have it. 

As an official missionary of GBGM, 
Willie Berman has received an Advance 
Special number, #3019612. Giving to this 
number through the Louisiana Conference 
Office will enable your congregation or 
LAVIM team to support Willie’s mission¬ 
ary salary. Make checks out to “Louisiana 
Annual Conference” and put the advance 
number in the memo portion of your 
check. The check may be placed in the 
offering plate in church, or mailed to: 
Louisiana Annual Conference, 527 North 
Blvd., Baton Rouge, LA 70802. 

Willie can be contacted at 
wberman@prodigy.net.mx. 


Each year, over 35 LAVIM teams leave 
our conference, headed for Mexico. Most 
teams are both medical and construction in 
purpose, although many lead Vacation 
Bible School, sewing classes, ESL and 
other much needed ministries for our 
southern neighbors. 

Listed below are the priority projects 
selected by the Mexican church and its 
leadership for next year. All teams, includ¬ 
ing LAVIM teams, will be assigned to one 
of these projects. In most cases, assign¬ 
ments cannot be made until a few weeks 
prior to departure because decisions are 
based on team composition, size of team, 
availability of supplies, work completed by 
the last team, weather conditions, and 
many other factors. Because of these fac¬ 
tors, it will not always be possible for 
teams to request serving in a specific loca¬ 
tion. 

The Methodist Church of Mexico has 
five conferences. The Eastern Conference 
has 150 churches with a total membership 
of over 10,000—almost one-half of all the 
Methodists in Mexico. The area covers 
more than three states in northern Mexico. 
Many of the churches are small and are 
located in the center of their communities. 

Clinica Betania, located in downtown 
Reynosa, is a 3 5-year-old Methodist- 
owned clinic that is in the process of open¬ 
ing a surgery room. When opened, the sur¬ 
gery room will be used by U.S. medical 
teams as well as for deliveries and minor 
surgeries. This clinic currently operates 
with a $5,000 budget, annually. The clinic 
offers the services of one family doctor, 
two dentists, and one laboratory. The sur¬ 
gery room still needs to be completed. 
GBGM Advance Special #10759A- 
Medical Outreach & #107590 — 
Equipment. 

Eleazar Guerra Kindergarten and 
Elementary School (Colegio Betania) is 
located in the back of Clinca Betania. The 
school goes through third grade. We hope 
to expand class levels to the sixth grade. 
We offer extra classes such as English, 
computers, music and chapel for the chil¬ 
dren. Additional classrooms and furniture 


With the commissioning of Willie 
Berman as a GBGM missionary, a larger 
local “team” which prepares for visiting 
mission teams has been formed. LAVIM 
teams will have the opportunity to meet 
and work with a number of the Mexican 
VIM team members while working on 
projects to which teams are assigned. 

Team member Dr. Elias Lara lives in 
Rio Bravo, Mexico. Lara is a General 
Practitioner, licensed in Mexico, who 
works with all medical UMVIM teams. 
Elias is married to Dr. Italia Lara, who also 
works with some visiting teams. 

Jorge Chacon, who lives in Rio Bravo, 
is employed by Manos Juntas Mexico 
(clinic and ministry began by the 
Oklahoma Conference and now part of 
Mexico VIM) as the Construction 
Coordinator. He is also in charge of a dorm 
in Rio Bravo called “La Familia.” He 


are needed. GBGM Advance Special 
#14825A - Educational Support & 

14826M —Capital. 

Juan Wesley Seminary is located in 
Monterrey. There are 40 seminary interns 
and more than 200 students in the exten¬ 
sion program. This project is in need of 
construction teams for the seminary build¬ 
ing and dorms. GBGM Advance Special 
#0994 IN- Building or GBGM Advance 
Special #08406B - Scholarships 

Churches, parsonages, classrooms are in 
need of completion, repair or to be built: 

In Rio Bravo, Iglesia Metodista La Luz 
del Evangelio, Iglesia Metodista El 
Sembrador, and Iglesia Metodista La 
Trinidad 

Iglesia Metodista El Sendero Church 
and School in Reynosa 

Methodist Church in Allende 
Casa de Misericordia - Orphanage in 
Piedras Negras 

Iglesia Metodista Casa de Comunion, 
new church start in Matamoros 
Camp Sierra Linda 
Church Parsonage in Tampico 
Orphanage in Tuxpan 
Homes in La Carbonera 
Other types of UMVIM Teams are 
needed at a variety of locations. Teams can 
provide medical clinics, mission Bible 
Schools, carpentry, sewing , computer 
skills, English classes, clown and puppet 
ministries, a purchasing and assembling (in 
Mexico) backpacks. 

Support for various ministries of the 
churches such as breakfast programs, 
sewing programs, school supplies, scholar¬ 
ships, food distribution, and self-employ¬ 
ment programs is needed. 

The Methodist Church of Mexico has 
adopted 22 indigenous communities in the 
Sierra Madre Oriental Mountains. A 
Community Center is being developed for 
these poverty stricken villages that will 
become a training center for missionaries 
and leaders of the communities. It will 
also serve as a dorm for visiting teams 
working in the area with medical and/or 
construction projects. 


works with teams building casitas (small 
houses) and working on church projects. 

Daniel Ortiz lives in Reynosa. He is the 
scheduler for teams and assists in coordina¬ 
tion of transportation and housing. He is 
from Chihuahua, Mexico. 

Rev. Roberto Gomez from Matamoros 
currently serves a church, Casa de 
Communion y Benedicion Methodist 
Church of Mexico. He is the Matamoros 
Area Supervisor for the San Pablo District. 
His church is in the process of being built. 

Veronica Berman, wife of Willie, is the 
“Head of the Kitchen” at Pueblo de Dios 
Dorm and serves as principal of the 
Kindergarten at El Sendero. 

Isi de la Cruz is the bookkeeper of 
VIM Mexico and the San Pablo District. 
She is married to Rev. Augustin de la Cruz, 
who is the pastor of Eben-Ezer Methodist 
Church in Reynosa. 


Mexico VIM expands their team 
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2008 MEXICO 

MINI-MEOICAL/ 

CONSTRUCTION 

REYNOSA, 

CARBONERAS, 

MATAMOROS, 

NUEVO PROGRESO, 

VALLE HERMOSO 

DATES 

TEAM LEADER 

September 4-7 

Ben Sydboten 

September 18-21 

Dennis Bouck 

October 2-5 

Tom Dungan 

October 16-19 

Glenn Cambre 

Oct.30-Nov.2 

Jim Maker 

November 6-9 

Pam Perry 

November 19-23 

Jodi Adams 

December 4-7 

Darlene Guillot 

2009 

January 8-11 

Available 

January 22-25 

Available 

February 5-8 

Benton UMC 

February 19-22 

Asbury UMC 


Bossier City 

March 5-8 

Tom Dungam 

March 19-22 

Lakeview UMC 


Shreveport 

April 16-19 

Asbury UMC 


Lafayette 

April 23-26 

First UMC 


LaPlace 

April 30- May 3 

Darlene Guillot 

May 7-10 

Jim Maker 

May 14-17 

Darwin Logerot 

May 21-24 

Available 

May 28-31 

Mary Anne/ 


Heidi Schindler 

June 4-7 

Available 

June 11-14 

Available 

June 18-21 

Dale Smith/ 


Benny Puckett 

June 25-28 

Available 

July 8-12 

Archie Corder 

No August Dates 

Available 

September 3-6 

Available 

September 17-20 

Dennis Bouck 

September 24-27 

Asbury UMC 


Bossier City 

October 1-4 

Asbury UMC 


Lafayette 

October 8-11 

Tom Dungan 

October 15-18 

First UMC 


Gonzales 

October 22-25 

Available 

Oct. 29 - Nov. 1 

Available 

November 5-8 

Pam Perry 

November 12-15 

Available 

November 19-22 

Available 

November 26-29 

Available 

December 4-6 

Available 


2008-2011 MISSION OPPORTUNITIES 


2008 MISSION OPPORTUNITIES 


INTERNATIONAL 

Belize 

LOCATION 

TEAM LEADER 

TASK 

August 2-10 

Cambodia 

Corozal 

Laura Vaughn 

Construction/ VBS 

December 1-12 

Cuba 

Phnom Penh 

Jack O'Dell 

Construction 

October 12-22 

India 

Havana 

Mark Martin 

Construction 

Dec. 26 -Jan. 13 

Bareilly/ 

SAT Tal Ashram 

Angela Bulhoff/ 

Me Neese Wesley Foundation 

Construction/ VBS 

Mexico 



August 2-16 

Reynosa 

Angela Bulhof 

Construction/ VBS 

Russia 

Dec. 26 - Jan. 5 

West Africa 

Ekaterinburg 

James Gillespie 

Repairs/ Education 

Dec. 26-Jan. 6 

Senegal 

Martha Orphe 

Construction/ Education 

USA 

Alaska 

LOCATION 

TEAM LEADER 

TASK 

September 12-20 

Iowa 

Juneau 

Mike McLaurin 

Construction 

August 16-23 

Waterloo 

Dale Kimball 

Disaster Response 

August 23-20 

Waterloo 

Dale Kimball 

Disaster Response 

Aug. 30- Sept 6 

Kentucky 

Waterloo 

Dale Kimball 

Disaster Response 

September 6-13 

Red Bird Mission/ 
Beverly 

Jodi Adams 

Construction/ Repair 

October 11-19 

Red Bird Mission 
Beverly 

Charlie Langford 

Construction/ Repair 

Louisiana 

October 16-17 

Sager-Brown/ 

Baldwin 

Shelia Edwards 

Packing/Repair 

New Mexico 

November 

Albuquerque 

Tim Lawson 

Construction 


2009 MISSION OPPORTUNITIES 


INTERNATIONAL 

Cambodia 

LOCATION 

TEAM LEADER 

TASK 

February 12-23 

Chile 

Phnom Penh 

Ann Sutton 

Medical 

July 11-25 

Santiago/ 

La Esperanza 

Larry Norman 

Construction 

Cuba 

February 

Havana 

Allen Jordan 

Construction 

Honduras 

June 20-27 

India 

Danli Area 

Asbury UMC- Lafeyette 

Construction 

Feb. 19 - March 4 

Bareilly/ 

Warne Baby Fold 

LeRoy Clavenna 

Construction 

Mexico 

March 21-27 

Reynosa 

Max Zehner/ 

Wesley Foundation 

Construction 

April 6-11 

Russia 

Reynosa 

John Dixon 

Construction 

June 

Ekaterinburg 

James Gillespie 

Repairs/Education 

August 

Camp Voronezh 

Emile Tasso 

Southeastern Wesley Foundation 

Construction 

South Africa 



July 8-20 

Johannesburg 

Jon Lord 

Construction/ VBS 

USA 

Alaska 

LOCATION 

TEAM LEADER 

TASK 

July 13-21 

Arkansas 

Douglas 

John Majesty/Jim McHodgkins 

Construction 

March 29- Apr 4 

Mount Sequoyah/ 

Archie Corder 

Landscape/ Repair 


Fayetteville 


SCJ VIM Work Week 

Texas 

July 8-12 

Sugarland 

Dawn Young 

Family Mission 


(Christian Alliance) 
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The Friendship Plaza will serve as a gathering place on the Mt. Sequoyah campus in 
Fayetteville, Ark., bringing the natural landscape of Louisiana to the mountain. 


Plaza , from page 1 

you to Mount Sequoyah for its own min¬ 
istry to New Orleans citizens who found a 
home there in the aftermath of Katrina. 

Two groups of the city’s residents arrived 
by bus in those difficult days and were 
greeted with encouragement and support as 
well as a place to live, meals, job consulta¬ 
tions and many other kinds of help in their 
time of distress. “We are thankful to our 
Methodist Mountain for offering the kind 
of ministry that our Christian faith is all 
about. Friendship Plaza is also a tribute to 
Mount Sequoyah’s holy hospitality to our 
New Orleans residents,” added Norman. 

The plaza, built of native Arkansas 
stone, is located at the juncture of many of 
the facility’s programmed activities, 
between three major venues and right by 
the Mount Sequoyah Gift Center. Program 
participants will be able to gather there for 
fellowship, refreshments and small group 
activities. A focal point of the plaza is a 
waterfall and bubbling stream pouring 
from a Louisiana sugar cane iron kettle, 
traveling over a native Arkansas stone 
stream and then falling over a rock wall 


into a recessed pond in the plaza’s surface. 
A bronze sculpture of two children riding a 
harnessed eight-foot-long Louisiana alliga¬ 
tor represents the taming of the hurricanes 
which pounded the state’s coastline, caus¬ 
ing major damage in both the New Orleans 
and the Lake Charles areas. The sculpture 
was a personal gift from Bishop William 
W. Hutchinson and his wife, Kay 
Hutchinson. The area of the plaza in which 
the sculpture is placed was dedicated as 
“Alligator Alley” as a tribute to the return 
of our Episcopal family for one more qua- 
drennium in the Louisiana Conference. 

The plaza was built using both profes¬ 
sional labor and that of volunteers. Much 
of the work took place during the spring 
Volunteer Work Week. Volunteers annually 
come from all over the jurisdiction to par¬ 
ticipate in spring planting of the 
Mountain’s many gardens, repair and 
maintenance of its facilities and to partici¬ 
pate in evening fellowship and spiritual 
gatherings. 

Friendship Plaza is furnished with 
wrought iron tables and chairs and, in the 
future, outdoor butane heaters to extend its 
enjoyment in colder months. 



Dates have been postponed for the 
jointly sponsored 
MAKING A DIFFERENCE 

due to scheduling difTiculties 
New disaster recovery work days for 
Lake Charles and New Orleans 
will be announced in the LANOW and 
http: //la-uinc. o rg/ 


Norman elected to Jurisdictional offices 


Larry D. Norman, Director of Louisiana 
Volunteers in Mission (LAVIM) was elect¬ 
ed Vice-Chair of the South Central 
Jurisdiction’s UMVIM Council during the 
recent gathering of the leadership group in 
conjunction with the SCJ Jurisdictional 
Conference in Dallas. The group is com¬ 
posed of the Directors and leaders of the 
VIM organizations of the eight conferences 
of our Jurisdiction. Norman will serve in 
the office for one quadrennial. 


Additionally, Norman was nominated 
and confirmed by the Jurisdictional 
Conference to represent the Louisiana 
Conference on the SCJ Mission Council. 
The Mission Council, in addition to over¬ 
sight of UMVIM at the Jurisdictional level, 
gives oversight to the ministry and finances 
of the Jurisdiction between meetings of the 
Conference every four years. Norman will 
serve until 2016 on the Mission Council. 


McNeese Wesley Foundation going to India 


On Dec. 26, a LAVIM team com¬ 
prised of more than 25 members of the 
McNeese Wesley Foundation will depart 
for Bareilly, India. The team, led by 
McNeese Foundation Director Rev. 
Angela Bulhoff, will work at the Clara 
Swain Hospital Wame Baby Fold for 
one week and then travel to Nanital in 
Northern India to work at the Sat Tal 
Ashram. 

Wame Baby Fold was begun by the 
United Methodist Women (UMW) of 
the United States, and most of its build¬ 
ings were provided by UMW. The team 
will help with repairs at the Baby Fold 
and at Clara Swain Hospital, as well as 
providing Vacation Bible School for the 
children of the orphanage. 

The second week, the team will be 
joined by a matching number of Indian 
men and women who are college-aged. 
The two groups will work together to do 
maintenance, painting, and the installa¬ 
tion of an irrigation system and repair on 
the Ashram. 

Evenings will include a variety of 
cultural exchanges with the students 
sharing dances, cuisine and customs 
from their native lands. The team will 
spend its last few days touring important 
cultural and Methodist heritage sites in 
India, and return home on Jan. 13. 

Rev. Larry Norman, director of 
LAVIM, and Carlos and Saroj Welch, 
former missionaries to India and teach¬ 


ers at Clara Swain, will be part of the 
team. Carlos and Saroj have met with 
the McNeese students a few times to 
discuss Indian culture and to share ideas 
on the plans for the cultural exchanges. 

While there, Norman will participate 
in the wedding of David Eric and his 
bride-to-be, Angelie. The entire team has 
been invited to attend the event, and 
plans to share customs from the United 
States by hosting a shower or abound¬ 
ing” for the young couple. 

Marvin Williams, a member of the 
McNeese Wesley Foundation, looks for¬ 
ward to serving as a team member for 
the India mission. “This will be my 
fourth mission. Fve already traveled to 
South Africa and Peru, and I led a team 
to Jamaica,” said Williams, who is a 
native of Jamaica. “I’m really looking 
forward to experiencing the different 
culture, and to seeing how people serve 
God in their own way. On my other mis¬ 
sions, I served in areas where 
Christianity was more prevalent. In 
India, that will not be the case.” 

Rev. Bulhoff wrote to members of 
the team, “We will definitely be leading 
by example. People of our class (middle 
class) do not do manual labor in Indian 
culture. They always pay someone else 
to do it. . . When you model servant- 
leadership, you will be demonstrating 
another, counter-cultural way for them 
to serve Christ and help their church.” 



LAVIM team member Elizabeth Little takes a blood pressure reading for one of the thou¬ 
sands of Cambodians served in rural medical clinics during a medical mission. 
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A Louisiana 
Volunteers in Mission 
team is slated to 
head back to Bareilly, 
India in February of 
2009 with the mission 
of building a chapel 
at the Warne Baby 
Fold Orphanage. The 
orphanage originated 
in the 1890’s to care 
for babies that fell 
under the care of the 
Clara Swain Hospital. 
Images to the left 
show the floor plan 
for the chapel and the 
renderings for the 
facade of the build¬ 
ing. 


their volunteer efforts. The local newspaper 
came, and the next day, a TV crew arrived 
to conduct interviews. That week, three 
members of the LAVIM team were invited 
for a 30-minute interview at the station. 
“Saroj Welch, the oldest member of our 
team, along with Katherine Mire, who 
turned 18 on our mission, participated with 
me in the interview. All of this coverage 
was beneficial to the Clara Swain Hospital 
because it spurred a lot more community 
interest in the facility,” said Clavenna. 

By the end of the mission, the remodel 
on the hospital’s bum unit was close to 
completion. A total of seven rooms were 
redone, bringing this once premier facility 
back “up to par.” “The bum unit services a 
lot of people. By restoring the unit, it adds 
to the overall quality of the hospital, which 
also serves as a training facility for medical 
personnel,” said Clavenna. 

The work completed in the bum unit 
and the hospital courtyard was important, 
he added, but perhaps not as important as 
the inspiration and revitalization of hospital 
staff that resulted from the project. “When 


we came, staff morale was low due to con¬ 
flicts over late paychecks from the hospital. 
We were actually surprised to see so much 
enthusiasm as the staff worked with our 
team on refurbishing the courtyard. On our 
last day in Bareilly, we were happy to see 
that the staff had already arrived on site, 
beginning their volunteer tasks. They took 
the initiative, and I think that enthusiasm is 
going to last long into the future,” said 
Clavenna. Lillian Wallace, 81, who has 
been a missionary in India for 51 years, 
plans to organize work days for staff at the 
hospital on a monthly basis. 

A LAVIM team worked at Wame Baby 
Fold last year, paving a courtyard which is 
used for the children to play in and also 
used for functions. “We gave them a gener¬ 
ator which is used to keep fans running in 
the dorms. It can get up to 110 degrees at 
night in Bareilly,” said Clavenna. 

A quote from a story that ran in the 
local Indian newspaper reads as follows: 
“Many years ago Swami Vivekanand went 
to America and preached on love and serv¬ 
ice to humankind. That Flame and that 


story is now being repeated in Bareilly by 
our American friends. They have come to 
serve the Mission Hospital. They are 
changing the Bum Unit and bringing it 
comparable to international standards. To 
fulfill this charitable mission service the 
group has not only donated lakhs of mpees 
(local currency) but they have come in per¬ 
son to work with spades and hammers 
along with the laborers. . . In spite of a dif¬ 
ferent culture they are loving it here.” 

When one observes LAVIM volunteers 
like LeRoy Clavenna, who keep coming 
back to India, it is clear that love does exist 
. . . and that it has forged a bond between 
the people of Louisiana and the people of 
Bareilly. 

A LAVIM team is slated to travel back 
to Bareilly in February of 2009 with the 
mission of building a chapel at the Wame 
Baby Fold Orphanage, which currently 
serves 130 children. “This is a Christian 
institution. Back in the 1890’s, the orphan¬ 
age was built on the grounds to accommo¬ 
date babies that wound up in the care of the 
hospital. Beginning in November of 1998, 


United Methodist Women of the United 
States rebuilt most of the buildings,” said 
Clavenna. 

Louisiana Volunteers in Mission is in 
the process of raising $50,000 to build the 
chapel. “We hope to have major donations 
from GBGM and UMW, but we are also 
asking for help throughout the conference 
and from those who have been a part of 
teams to India. We encourage local congre¬ 
gation UMW and UMM units, along with 
Sunday school classes and mission com¬ 
mittees to consider this as one of their 
major fundraisers for the next year,” said 
Rev. Larry Norman, director of LAVIM. 

Those wishing to give to the building of 
the Baby Fold Orphanage Chapel can make 
out checks to “Louisiana Volunteers in 
Mission” and place the check in the offer¬ 
ing plate on Sunday morning, or mail to 
“Louisiana Annual Conference, 527 North 
Blvd., Baton Rouge, LA 70802.” Be sure to 
write “LAVIM Fund #08-118” in the memo 
portion of the check. 



LAVIM team paves courtyard at Warne Baby 
Fold during last year’s mission to India. 


In Memoriam 
JERRY SHEPHERD 

1937-2008 

LAVIM Team Leader 
Asbury UMC Bossier 


MISSION OPPORTUNITIES (continued) 


2010 MISSION OPPORTUNITIES 


INTERNATIONAL 

Cuba 

LOCATION 

TEAM LEADER 

TASK 

October 16-25 

Honduras 

Havana 

Mark Martin 

Construction 

June 19-26 

Russia 

Danli Area 

Asbury UMC, Lafayette 

Construction 

June 

Ekaterinburg 

2011 

James Gillespie 

MISSION OPPORTUNITIES 

Repairs/Education 

INTERNATIONAL 

Cuba 

LOCATION 

TEAM LEADER 

TASK 

October 

Honduras 

Havana 

Mark Martin 

Construction 

June 18-25 

Russia 

Danli Area 

Asbury UMC 

Lafayette 

Construction 

June 

Ekaterinburg 

James Gillespie 

Repair/Education 


Additional team dates are scheduled throughout the year. Several are pending as the 
LouisianaNOW! goes to press. For updated lists and for brochures on the teams you see offered 

here please contact the LAVIM offices at 225,346.1646 as well as the LA-UMC.ora website. 






























































































































































































8 


Louisiana Conference Am LAVIM Update 


AUGUST 8,2008 


LAVIM continues the work of building the church in South Africa 




A 14-member LAVIM team installed a roof and painted the interior walls of a new 2,600 
square feet church in Du Noon, South Africa during a March 2008 mission. A team member 
shows two very young South Africans an image of the photograph she just took. 


The people of Du Noon, South Africa 
are “amazing,” according to Mike 
Owenby, who led a LAVIM team to South 
Africa in March. “Despite that fact that 40 
percent of the population has the AIDS 
virus, they are a happy people,” said 
Owenby. 

While serving in Du Noon from March 
10-14, the 14-member LAVIM team 
installed a roof and painted the interior 
walls of a new 2,600 square feet church. 
The team was comprised of members, and 
the friends and family of members of First 
United Methodist Church of Baton Rouge. 
Rev. Andrew Sieborger from Cape Town 
served as coordinator for the mission. 

Du Noon is a township on the outskirts 
of Cape Town. Church members were 
meeting in school classrooms until the new 
building could be completed. 

“The roof was on, the walls were 
primed and the sanctuary cleaned just after 
lunch on Friday. Preparations were then 
made for an evening celebration, with the 
Bishop, Superintendent and Church Pastor 
all in attendance,” said Owenby. 

Although a power outage occurred that 
evening in Du Noon, the group moved for¬ 
ward with a two-hour, “standing room 
only” celebration that included members of 
the church and the community. 

“Over 300 people danced by the light of 
one lamp and sang in their native Xhosa 
language. It was a moving experience that 
will never be forgotten. Truly, God was in 
his house,” said Owenby. 

In addition to the Friday night service, 
the LAVIM team visited neighborhood 
schools, and visited a local AIDS clinic. 
“Richard Bosart (VIM coordinator for 
South Africa) plans a good mission. My 
first mission was to Johannesburg three 
years ago. I came back because the first 
experience was great. This mission, too, 
was awe inspiring,” said Owenby. 
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UNITED METHODIST 

Foundation 

- of Louisiana - 

“Where Faith and Money Come Together” 



IT’S A MODERN DAT 

Gold Rush! 

Free workshop for landowners! 

Learn how to take advantage of one of the largest 
discoveries of natural gas in our state’s history. 

Come to our free workshop to hear oil and gas 
professionals discuss the following and more: 

• Understanding the oil and gas lease 

• Legal and tax issues concerning oil and gas 

• How to minimize income, gift and estate 
taxes 

United Methodist Foundation of LA 
Haynesville Shale Dinner Workshop 

Tuesday, August 19, 2008 — 6:00 p.m. 
Broadmoor United Methodist Church 
Shreveport 


Seating is limited and reservations 
are required. Call or email: 
225.346.1535 or 800.256.9317 

information@umf.org 

For a free brochure, go to www.umf.org 
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Teens help Delcambre couple restore home 




Project NOAH / 4 



SE Response Center / 5 



Get a Plan / 6 


Marsha Ronsonet credits the La. 
Conference of The United Methodist 
Church Disaster Response, Inc. for getting 
she and her husband Danny back into their 
Delcambre home which was destroyed by 
Hurricane Rita. 

Marsha is primary caregiver to husband 


Danny who is disabled and suffers with 
epilepsy. 

In the months following the storm, the 
couple had to devote their recovery efforts 
to helping Danny’s 82-year-old mother get 
back into her home, which was also severe¬ 
ly damaged during Hurricane Rita. 


The Ronsonets also focused on helping 
another area family with recovery efforts. 
“This family had young children in the 
home, and we just felt we had to get them 
settled before we could work totally on get¬ 
ting our home renovated,” said Marsha. 

See Abbeville, page 7 


Out of the Water 



‘Bee’ Robinson stands on the front porch of her restored New Orleans home. Once destroyed by floods brought on by 
Hurricane Katrina, the home was completely rebuilt by volunteers through the La. Conference of The United Methodist Church 
Disaster Response, Inc. Robinson, upper right, points to the level that flood waters rose in her home once the hurricane hit. 
Many meals, prepared by Robinson, were served to volunteers in her dining room as they worked. 

La. UM disaster response ministry still rebuilding 


By Betty Backstrom 

“Bee” Robinson, a resident of New 
Orleans, had undergone colon surgery in 
July of 2005. She planned to return to her 
job at Oschner Hospital that following 
month—on Aug. 29, to be exact. 

Something got in the way of her plan; 
something called Hurricane Katrina. 

Like so many others, Bee chose not to 
evacuate and stayed in her home to wait 
out the storm. After all, she had remained 
at home for the last three hurricanes. She 
thought she’d be okay. 


When the winds picked up, Bee went 
downstairs and hid in a closet. She 
opened the door to get air flow and says 
that she has never experienced “wind that 
strong.” 

Over the next few hours, neighbors 
convinced Bee that the levees had broken 
and that her home would be underwater 
very soon. She saw the water creep into 
her yard, up her steps, and fill the down¬ 
stairs floor of her home. 

Robinson could not swim, and she 
was still wearing a colostomy bag from 


her July surgery. Rescuers put her in the 
boat and transported her to the St. 
Bernard Projects across the street. She 
stayed on the third floor of the projects 
for another day until the National Guard 
evacuated her to the I-10 overpass by 
Paris Avenue. 

Bee stayed on the bridge for a day 
until she was put on a bus and sent to the 
Astrodome in Houston, Tex. Her family 
finally was able to contact her and 

See Robinson, page 8 
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Devotional for Disaster Recovery 
I Corinthians 12:12-20 


Disaster Recovery - Everybody has a 
part to play. 

We are all parts of one whole. This 
work we do may be called an organiza¬ 
tion by some, but for the church it is 
called a ministry. Not only are we a part 
of this whole, but those whom we serve, 
and those who come to serve with us are 
just as much a part as are we. It is not 
“My ministry,” nor is it “Our ministry,” it 
is God’s ministry. I am not able to do 
what you can do. You have been chosen 
because you have the unique talents to 
do the part of the job that you are best 
able to do for the whole. But case man¬ 
agement is not able to do the job by 
itself. Nor is construction or administra¬ 
tion or grant writing or volunteer recruit¬ 
ment and deployment or hosting or proj¬ 
ect oversight able to accomplish the job 
by themselves. You see, we all have our 
part to play. Without each of these ele¬ 
ments the program of recovery would not 
be effective or productive. Look around 
at the programs of recovery over these 
past three years that didn’t live up to 
their calling. They were well intentioned, 
but perhaps they tried too hard to accom¬ 
plish the job without the help and coop¬ 
eration of others. 

Now add to this the fact that we 
United Methodists are connectional. We 
work together not only with New 
Orleans, or Lake Charles or Abbeville or 
Dulac or even Louisiana. We connect 
with all United Methodists in the nation 
and in the world. Amazing grace, how 
sweet the sound! Then to that we add the 
ecumenical community, and the other 
faith bodies, and the other service agen¬ 
cies, both non governmental and govern¬ 
mental. Now that is a body that has 
many parts, but makes up one whole. 

All of that energy is devoted to help¬ 
ing people who need help. Can you 
imagine what can be done with those 
resources at your fingertips? 

Friends, that is what God is doing 
through this ministry. You and I are 
important individually to be sure. God is 
relying on you. But we are even more 
helpful to God if we share our abilities 
with the whole of the ministry. That is 
what this is all about. 

Imagine if you had a hammer but no 
nails. What if you had materials but no 
volunteers? What if you were to invite 
volunteers but had no specific job for 
them to do? What a mess we would 
have on our hands. 

Here’s another aspect of this work we 
do: just think of the confidence volun¬ 
teers have in us. They have never met 
us, they don’t know the area, and they 
don’t know what we will ask them to 
do. Yet, they know that we are author¬ 
ized by the church to lead them in this 
ministry. So they leave their homes and 
jobs, travel long hours, spend untold 
money, and come putting themselves in 


our hands. 

Then there are 
the people who have 
turned to us for 
help. They don’t 
know us, they have 
never seen our work, 
or experienced our 
care before. And yet 
they trust us with 
their homes and 
lives. 

We have a sacred trust don’t we? Not 
one of us can do the job by ourselves, at 
least not as well or as efficiently as we 
can with the help of these others. God 
designed it that way. It is a good system. 

Allow me to share one personal story 
to illustrate my point. In March of this 
year my wife, Glennell and I traveled to 
Turkey with a group from Baton Rouge, 
most of whom we had just met recently. 
It was a tour organized by a Turkish 
organization in Baton Rouge. The pur¬ 
pose of the group is to develop relation¬ 
ships between people of various religious 
groups - primarily Islam, Christian and 
Jews (People of the Book). 

It was an amazing trip - a fabulous 
experience between cultures. We all 
were reminded that though we are differ¬ 
ent in many respects, we are much more 
alike than different. 

We had just met this group of people, 
now friends. Yet we willingly put our 
lives in their hands and traveled half way 
around the world. There were many 
details about our tour that were not 
answered prior to the journey. During 
the journey we became aware that our 
guides were likewise relying on others 
for the specifics of the trip. We were the 
guests of a movement among Turkish 
Muslims, a movement that promoted the 
understanding of true commonality 
among God’s people. Our trust was 
rewarded with the blessings of new 
friendships, appreciation of differing cul¬ 
tures, a greater understanding of the 
Muslim faith, and the affirmation of 
God’s blessing through unity and love of 
neighbor. 

We are a part of a movement, too. 
People trust us to do what is right. As 
we work together their trust is rewarded. 
God’s work is accomplished. 

So, when you go about your work 
today and for the rest of your ministry in 
the recovery, for as long as it lasts for 
you, know that you are a part of a won¬ 
derful whole. This is holy work done in 
the name of Jesus Christ for the renewal 
of the world. Remember that you are 
working in God’s movement to share the 
love of Christ through both word and 
deed. 

Blessings, 

Don Cottrill 

Provost 



Rev. Donald 
Cottrill 


From the Executive Director of the La. Conference of 
The United Methodist Church Disaster Response, Inc. 


We hope you will enjoy this special 
issue of the Louisiana Now! which focuses 
on the Louisiana Disaster Recovery 
Ministry. Since Sept. 1, 2005, we have 
welcomed more than 57,500 volunteers 
from around the world working across 300 
miles of the Louisiana Gulf Coast. These 
volunteers have helped to close over 9,500 
cases with the help of our dedicated case 
managers, construction personnel, station 
managers and administrative staff. 

Over 2.8 million volunteer hours have 
been performed to assist clients through the 
disaster recovery ministry with a value of 
$47.5 million of in-kind donations offered 
back to the State of Louisiana. This amount 
helps to offset taxes that the state owes to 
the Federal government for their assistance 
in the disaster of 2005! We emphasize tak¬ 
ing care of our volunteers while they are 
taking care of our clients 

As we reach the third anniversary of 
Hurricanes Katrina and Rita, our disaster 
recovery ministry has moved to the next 
level. On July 1 of this year, the ministry 
was incorporated and became a 501c 3 non 
profit company. Our name has changed 
from La. United Methodist Disaster 
Recovery Ministry to La. Conference of 
The UMC Disaster Response, Inc. 

As our annual conference moves for¬ 
ward in “making disciples for Jesus Christ” 
and transforming the world, we also con¬ 
tinue this vital response work under the 
leadership of of the La. Conference of The 
United Methodist Church Disaster 
Response, Inc. Board of Directors. 

Members of the board include Rev. 
Ralph Ford, Dr. Anita H. Crump, William 
Coffy and Rev. Jan Holloway. Additional 
members from other districts within the 
conference are still being invited to the 
board. Ex-Officio members are our Bishop 
William W. Hutchinson, Provost Rev. 
Donald C. Cottrill and our conference 
treasurer, Rev. Larry Miller 

Disaster Response has acquired the 
assistance of a human resources firm to 
handle all employees’ benefits, payroll and 
employment issues. The ministry has been 
downsized from six stations down to three 
stations. Soon there will be just two sta¬ 
tions, and the workforce will be cut from 
80 employees to 50. In the coming year, 


that number will be reduced by half. 

Our goals for the future are as follows: 

• Continue to pro¬ 
vide ministry to those 
in need following 
Hurricanes Katrina and 
Rita through case man¬ 
agement, spiritual care 
and rebuilding with the 
assistance of our staff 
and volunteers 

• Disaster 
Preparedness and 
implementation of the 
IRIS System 

• Getting all members of the conference 
to participate this September in the state’s 
Disaster Preparedness Month, using the 
“Get a Game Plan” program 

• Continue to build partnership with 
other annual conferences and companies 

• Work in partnership with LAVIM in 
sending teams up to areas affected by the 
Midwest floods 

• Continue to downsize our staffs and 
stations so that we can maximize donated 
funds to aid our clients’ unmet needs 

Through generous donations to the 
United Methodist Committee on Relief, 
grant funding of $28 million dollars has 
supported our disaster response in 
Louisiana. Eighty cents on the dollar went 
for direct services to the client! For the last 
three years, the Louisiana United 
Methodist Disaster Recovery Ministry has 
helped clients design recovery plans; 
rebuilt homes; served as advocates with 
Road Home and Long Term Committees; 
and provided clients with spiritual and 
emotional care. Our heartfelt thanks go out 
to every person who has given time, finan¬ 
cial gifts and prayer support to help 
Louisiana recover from Hurricanes Rita 
and Katrina. Without your help, Louisiana 
and the Gulf Coast would not be making 
the progress achieved so far. God bless you 
and all our wonderful staff working across 
our conference. 

Grace and Peace, 

Rev. Darryl A. Tate, Executive Director 

La. Conference of The UMC Disaster 
Response, Inc. 



Rev. Darryl A. 
Tate 


Louisiana Conferenced^? 
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Twenty-five United Methodists from New York traveled to New Orleans in February of 
this year to work on the restoration of three separate houses, left. Bishop Violet Fisher, 
top, gutted houses on a mission soon after Katrina hit. Bishop Fisher participated in the 
mission with members of her Cabinet. 


Partnership with New York Conference churches growing 


Rev. Hoyt Brown, pastor of Faith 
United Methodist Church in Rochester, 
New York, is committed to serving in the 
disaster response efforts in Louisiana. 

Brown, along with 25 other United 
Methodists from New York, traveled to 
New Orleans in February of this year to 
work on the restoration of three separate 
houses. “One house was in the Ninth 
Ward, one was in the southwest part of 
city, and the third was in the city. If it 
hadn’t been for our GPS systems, we 
would’ve been completely lost,” said 
Hoyt, with a laugh. 

“I grew up in New Orleans,” said 
Brown. “Driving in the first day, I was 


just blown away. To see the extent of 
what is left to do, years after the hurri¬ 
cane hit is amazing. It is hard to compre¬ 
hend the enormous scope of the work to 
be done.” 

Brown, who served on a mission to 
Haiti, compared parts of New Orleans to 
what he saw during that trip “The church 
sends missionaries to countries like Haiti. 
When we saw the need in New Orleans, 
the people who came down with me 
agreed that they were committed to 
returning to the city.” The group has a 
mission planned for next February. 

Early in the recovery effort, soon to be 
retired Bishop Violet Fisher of the West 


New York Annual Conference came to 
Louisiana with her Cabinet to work on 
storm damaged houses. 

“They began to focus on repairing pas¬ 
tors’ houses. Rev. Darryl Tate’s house 
was one of those they worked on. Bishop 
Fisher met Darryl and his wife Carolyn, 
and they developed a friendship. When 
the bishop retired this year, she invited 
Darryl to her retirement celebration. She 
presented him with a communion glass 
that had been found in the rubble of his 
destroyed New Orleans home,” said 
Brown. 

Bishop Fisher’s mission to Louisiana 
began a special partnership with a number 


of United Methodist churches in the West 
New York Annual Conference. “One 
church from the conference, Rush UMC, 
has been down five times. Other churches 
are joining in the effort,” said Brown, 
who has made arrangements for Rev. Tate 
to speak at a number of United Methodist 
churches and civic organizations during a 
visit to New York in October. 

Rev. Brown, starting his sixth year at 
Faith UMC, is working hard to develop a 
mission-minded church. A number of the 
340 plus members of the congregation are 
already involved in Habitat for Humanity, 
as well as their commitment to serving 
storm damaged areas of Louisiana. 


The need for emotional and spiritual care 


My role as 
Coordinator for 
Emotional and 
Spiritual Care for 
the Louisiana 
Conference of the 
UMC Disaster 
Response, Inc. 

(LADRM) is to 
create and coordi¬ 
nate pastoral care Rev. Erica Jenkins 
and counseling min¬ 
istries for disaster response efforts. 

This is achieved by providing emotion¬ 
al and spiritual health care directly and 
mental health care indirectly through 
referrals for both staff and clients. 

In many cases after a visit persons 
have changed their perspective or have 
less baggage enabling them to accept 
their situation. I am told this willing¬ 
ness to affirm all feelings and welcome 
any conversation while maintaining 
integrity is appreciated. 

Workplace chaplaincy is another 


way to view my role, for I not only visit 
staff in their office or construction set¬ 
tings regularly but am available to 
resource them as needed by providing 
pastoral care and counseling to their 
clients. Additionally, visits to client 
homes with staff and house blessings 
are other components of my duties. 

For clients, I am currently working 
on compiling a current client resource 
list; providing individual and family 
pastoral care/counseling debriefings; 
distributing self-care literature; partici¬ 
pating in house blessings when possible 
and hearing the stories of more clients 
while monitoring my visits to ensure 
diversity regarding age and culture. 

For staff, we are employing “Heart 
to Heart, Hand to Hand,” which aims 
to appreciate and uplift staff in creative 
and healthy ways; providing group 
debriefings; developing and coordinat¬ 
ing staff retreat(s); and creating a 
resource library. 




Gold Country Community Parish and Pioneer United Methodist Church in northern 
California listen to a presentation on disaster recovery in Louisiana. 


A mission of thanks from La. to California 


A “thank you” contingent from First 
United Methodist Church in Slidell 
recently traveled to the Gold Country 
Community Parish and Pioneer United 
Methodist Church in northern 
California. Rev. Wybra Price, pastor of 
First UMC, was invited to be a part of 
the their annual Vacation Church 
School. 

Price, accompanied by First UMC’s 
former trustees chair, Erin Chautin and 
others, made the trip to say “thank you” 


to the California church for sending vol¬ 
unteers to Slidell during Easter of 2007. 

These northern California friends 
volunteered with disaster response 
efforts at Hartzell Mt. Zion and First 
UMC in Slidell, as well as other proj¬ 
ects in the greater Slidell community. 

These connectional relationships and 
growing friendships will result in anoth¬ 
er mission team from northern 
California traveling to the Greater 
Slidell community during Easter 2009. 
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Project NOAH (New Orleans Area Hope) is a disaster relief and emergency home repair outreach ministry sponsored by Slidell First United Methodist Church and United 
Methodist Committee on Relief. Through Project NOAH, volunteers, aged 14 and older, spend a week of their summer repairing and building homes for families in the New 
Orleans area affected by Hurricane Katrina. Volunteers are shown in front of a rebuild, left, and repairing a roof. 


Project NOAH gives youth opportunites in disaster response 


Project NOAH (New Orleans Area 
Hope) is a disaster relief and emergency 
home repair outreach ministry sponsored 
by Slidell First United Methodist Church 
and LADRM. Through Project NOAH, 
volunteers, aged 14 and older, spend a 
week of their summer repairing and build¬ 
ing homes for families in the New Orleans 
area affected by Hurricane Katrina. “Our 
goal is to improve the living conditions 
and lifestyle for families in need. This 
opportunity offers transforming experi¬ 
ences for volunteers and homeowners 
alike,” said Ashlie Junot, co-director of 
the program with David Buco. 

This year Project NOAH expanded its 
work to include the New Orleans area and 
more community projects. All projects 
remained hurricane related. 


Project NOAH volunteers worked on 
eight homes, doing everything from dem¬ 
olition to roofing to full rebuilds. Project 
NOAH also worked on the Maramon 
Center in Slidell which serves as a transi¬ 
tional living shelter for the community. 
The groups also worked on two communi¬ 
ty parks, building playgrounds and main¬ 
taining the grounds. 

Every Tuesday, Project Noah volun¬ 
teers hosted a barbeque dinner at the 1-59 
FEMA Trailer Park Community Center. 
The group ate and visited with many 
FEMA trailer residents, in addition to 
playing games with the kids. The Project 
NOAH staff also took groups to 
Fontainebleau State Park for a picnic. “It’s 
ironic that although everyone enjoyed the 
beautiful sight of Lake Ponchartrain, that 


was the body of water that flooded and 
destroyed many of the houses the volun¬ 
teers work on,” said Junot. 

First UMC in Slidell offered their 
newly remodeled Family Life Center for 
use by Project NOAH. 

“We are certainly grateful for the staff, 
the participants, and the First UMC, 

Slidell church family that continues to 
support Project NOAH through their time, 
energy, and resources. We are also incredi¬ 
bly grateful to our funding sources which 
are Youth Service Fund and Louisiana 
Disaster Response, Inc. Thanks also to the 
many nameless faces that made this sum¬ 
mer the success it was,” said Junot, who 
works with Buco, Caroline Tyler, Ali 
Kindig and Wesley Young as Project Noah 
staff. 


A total of 270 youth were a part of this 
year’s program. Participating churches 
included Grace Community in Shreveport; 
First Presbyterian Church of Wittenberg, 
Arizona; Lincoln Road United Methodist 
Church in Riverdale, Michigan; 
Congregational Church of Brookfield, 
Connecticut; Pemberton UMC in 
Pemberton, New Jersey; Parker UMC in 
Parker, Colorado; First UMC in Dallas; 
Friendship UMC in Canton, Michigan; 
Gay Street UMC in Mt. Vernon, Ohio; 
and Hope Christian Church in Shoreview, 
Minnesota. 

The staff is already gearing up for 
Project NOAH 2009. For more informa¬ 
tion, email Ashlie at projectnoah@firs- 
tumcslidell.net or visit 
www.projectnoah.net. 


Epworth Center in Slidell slated for dedication in the fall 


On Oct. 5, a new facility will be dedi¬ 
cated that will house up to 60 disaster 
recovery volunteers at a time. The 4,500 
square foot structure, to be known as the 
Epworth Center, stands on the campus of 
Aldersgate United Methodist Church in 
Slidell. “Since the recovery began in 
2005, the disaster recovery ministry has 
hosted more than 57,000 volunteers, 
most sleeping on gymnasium floors and 
in makeshift bunkrooms. We just weren’t 
prepared for the magnitude of the dam¬ 
age caused by Hurricanes Katrina and 
Rita,” said Dale Kimball, station manag¬ 
er for the Southeast Response Station in 
New Orleans. 

The Epworth Center, along with 
People’s Community Center and North 
Rampart Community Center, will serve 
as the primary lodging facilities for vol¬ 
unteers serving in the Greater New 
Orleans area. Local churches have also 
shared their facilities over the last three 


years in order to provide enough lodging 
for the thousands of volunteers. 

The wooden structure will boast two 
large dorm rooms, a hill commercial 
kitchen, a common meeting room, and 
showers. The Epworth Center will be 
used as a permanent lodge for housing 
volunteers for the Louisiana United 
Methodist Disaster Response. However, 
as the need for housing declines, this 
facility will be used by Aldersgate 
United Methodist Church for its ongoing 
ministry. Aldersgate UMC will provide 
the maintenance and operating costs 
when they are using Epworth Center. 

The Center will revert back to volunteer 
housing during future disasters. 
“Hurricane Katrina certainly won’t be 
the last disaster to impact this area,” said 
Kimball. “By building the Epworth 
Center, we can be ready for the next 
one.” 



Workers put the finishing touches on the Epworth Center, located on th campus of 
Aldersgate United Methodist Church. The center will house volunteers. 
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Southeast Response Center continues to respond to ‘great need’ 


Homeowners in New Orleans know that 
Leonard Carter cares about them and their 
homes being rebuilt. Volunteers who stay at 
Peoples Community Center in Uptown 
New Orleans quickly learn that Mr. Carter 
values them too. 

Carter provides each team with a com¬ 
prehensive packet of information, carefully 
specifies the work that needs to be done at 
each home, and makes sure the volunteers 
have the tools they need. He points proudly 
to a map that shows volunteers have trav¬ 
eled to New Orleans from all over the 
world, including France, Russia, South 
Africa, and Thailand. Carter, a retired Air 
Force veteran and native of New Orleans, 
is passionate about helping his fellow citi¬ 
zens reclaim their lives. 

“When Joe Burke [Operations Manager] 
recruited me for this job, I couldn’t believe 
that they were going to pay me,” he 
laughed. 

Carter is one of four project managers at 
the Southeast Response Center of the La. 
Conference of The United Methodist 
Church Disaster Response, Inc. He is part 
of the 25-person staff that has relocated to 
a new site in New Orleans East, consolidat¬ 
ing four offices - Eastbank, 
Northshore/Slidell, Uptown and Westbank. 
Case managers and construction staff work 
side-by-side to process cases and provide 
materials and labor to rebuild homes and 
lives. 

Homeowners see God in the work of the 
volunteers. 

Mr. Jeffrey is anxiously awaiting the 
final “walk through” by his site and case 
manager, Abby McMurry, so that he can 


begin to move furniture into his house in 
the Lake Barrington area. During the 
rebuilding, he would come home from his 
night shift as a criminal sheriff in Orleans 
Parish, sleep a cou¬ 
ple of hours, and 
work with the vol¬ 
unteers. 

“Look at this,” 

Mr. Jeffrey said, 
pointing to one of 
the several pieces of 
sheet rock that have 
been signed by vol¬ 
unteer groups who 
have worked on his 
home. “It says, T 
came down to help 
with rebuilding, and 
I was rebuilt.’ 

“I’m going to 
frame these and put 
them up in my 
den,” he smiled. “I 
know God was here 
with these angels 
from all over the 
country.” 

Miss Earlean, a 
professional seam¬ 
stress, received 
assistance in not 
only rebuilding her 
home but also her 
studio behind the 
house. “She is one 
of the Tost’ of the 
least, lost and last that we serve,” explained 
Carter. Miss Earlean was so anxious to get 


her house repaired after Hurricane Katrina 
that she signed on with unscrupulous con¬ 
tractors who took all her Road Home 
money and left after doing virtually no 
work. Her case 
manager helped 
her to document 
the loss and file a 
complaint. Miss 
Earlean was then 
included as a 
client with the 
Disaster Recovery 
Ministry. 

“Need is so 
great” 

Despite the 
fact that the new 
office of the 
Southeast 
Response Center 
was not yet identi¬ 
fied with a sign in 
early March, per¬ 
sons continually 
stopped by look¬ 
ing for help. 
Clients already on 
the list called to 
check when vol¬ 
unteers would 
arrive. “The need 
is so great,” 
explained Curtiss 
Eden, retired 
United Methodist 
pastor who helps 

as a Volunteer Coordinator. “We’ll get to 
you, honey,” she told an anxious home¬ 


owner on the phone. 

And even with over 1,100 open cases in 
their portfolio, the Southeast Response 
Center is still open to families in need. 
During a visit to Mr. Jeffrey’s father’s 
home in Pontchartrain Park in New 
Orleans, Leonard Carter was distributing 
pink flyers with the address and phone 
number of the new office. “The United 
Methodists of Louisiana care about you!” 
the flyers declare. 

“Now that we’re through the transition 
of merging the New Orleans area stations 
into one center, we are incredibly more 
effective and efficient,” said Dale Kimball, 
station manager. “We are now classified as 
a rebuilding organization. Although our 
case managers still refer clients to sources 
for things like rental or utilities assistance, 
we only help with that kind of assistance 
under exceptional circumstances. 
Essentially, we are funding rebuilds.” 

Joe Burke, operations manager, assumes 
responsibility for all case management out 
of the Southeast Response Center. “We 
have 10 case managers, eight working on 
the Southshore and two on the Northshore. 
They perform all intakes, checking the 
client’s eligibility requirements. Once those 
are satisfied, the construction assessment 
begins. After completion, the project goes 
back to case management for funding,” 
said Burke. 

“The wonderful thing about using vol¬ 
unteer labor to do the work, we can cut the 
cost of rebuilding in half. Grant funding 
drives the money for building materials,” 
he added. “Our ministry is getting people 
back into their homes.” 



Mr. Jeffrey holds sheet rock signed by volun¬ 
teers who worked on his New Orleans home. 
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LJ Help with recovery effort LJ Lead a team of volunteers 

Register online at www.laumcstormrelief.com OR 

Complete & mail this form to LA Conference of The UMC Disaster Response, Inc., 

141 N. 6th St., Baton Rouge, LA 70802 

Any questions regarding volunteering? Call Rev. Yvonne Dayries at 225-346-5193. 


Monetary Donation for Church Recovery 

$ To give a monetary donation, complete & mail this form to 

LA Conference of The UMC, 527 North Blvd., Baton Rouge, LA 70802 

Any questions regarding monetary donations? 

Call Rev. Don Cottrill at 225-346-1646. 
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LSU Head Coach Les Miles, Mark Cooper, Director of GOHSEP, Governor Bobby Jindal and members of the rock band Better 
Than Ezra are shown at a May 22 press conference kicking off state hurricane preparedness efforts. 


Jindal promotes ‘Get a Gameplan’ 


BATON ROUGE - Governor Bobby 
Jindal, LSU Head Football Coach Les 
Miles and rock band Better Than Ezra 
kicked off state hurricane preparedness 
efforts on May 22 at a press conference at 
the Governor’s mansion. The Governor 
announced www.GetAGameplan.org - a 
website for Louisianians to use to prepare 
their homes and their families for a poten¬ 
tial hurricane this hurricane season. The 
Get a Gameplan hurricane preparedness 
campaign is focused on providing 
Louisianians with the information and tools 
they need to prepare for a possible hurri¬ 
cane in their area. 

Governor Bobby Jindal said, “We know 
protecting our homes and our families is 
the number one obligation of any parent - 
and this is especially true during hurricane 
season. The Get a Gameplan campaign 
works to give Louisianians the information 
and tools they need to prepare for hurricane 
season. Families should know their evacua¬ 
tion routes ahead of time, in case they have 
to evacuate during a storm. They should 
also have any necessary medicine on hand 
and a radio to keep track of weather 
updates, and, of course, plenty of water. 

We will be taking the Get a Gameplan 
campaign across South Louisiana in the 
weeks ahead.” 

LSU Coach Les Miles said, “We’d 
never take the field on a Saturday night in 
Tiger Stadium without a game plan. Being 
prepared and having a plan makes sense 
not only in football, but also in life.. .and 
especially in preparing for a hurricane. 
Getting ready and making a plan now 
means we will be ready when our oppo¬ 
nent or a storm blows through.” 

Hurricane season begins on June 1, and 
officials have predicted that this year will 
be an above normal hurricane season. Last 
month, hurricane forecaster Dr. William 
Gray predicted 15 named storms in the 
Atlantic in 2008 and a better than average 
chance that at least one major hurricane 
will hit the United States. 

We all watch the experts and their pre¬ 
dictions. But we know from experience 
that it doesn’t matter what the numbers are. 


It only takes one storm to alter the course 
of history,” added Mark Cooper, director of 
the Governor’s Office of Homeland 
Security and Emergency Preparedness. 

“Not only is our office focusing on 
streamlining recovery dollars to hard-hit 
areas, but we’re taking a proactive role in 
getting people prepared before anything 
happens.” 

Band members of Better Than Ezra also 
spoke about the importance of hurricane 
readiness today. The band is a New 
Orleans-based rock group who hit the 
national scene in the early 1990s with the 
hit “Good,” and they have been helping in 
the recovery efforts following the storms of 
2005 as well. Better Than Ezra and Coach 
Les Miles will also tape public service 
announcements to be aired on TV in 
Louisiana this summer to help get out the 
preparedness message for hurricane season. 

During an emergency, crucial state pub¬ 
lic information may be released through 
GOHSEP with the help of other state agen¬ 
cies that may be involved in the response 
actions. Depending on the scope of the 
emergency or the type of situation, these 
messages may be initiated by either the 
parish or state emergency management 
organizations. During any type of major 
evacuation in the state, the Louisiana 
Emergency Alert System will broadcast 
evacuation information on all participating 
radio/TV stations for the affected areas. 

Rev. Freddie Henderson, Director of 
Preparedness for La. Conference of The 
United Methodist Church Disaster 
Response, Inc., said, “ Every citizen needs 
a well developed emergency plan and all 
the resources needed in preparation for the 
next disaster. September is Disaster 
Preparedness Month in Louisiana. Let’s 
‘get a game plan’ and be ready!” 

Henderson encourages everyone to keep 
an adequate store of emergency supplies 
ready for future emergencies. A list of these 
items can be found at www.rev.state.la.us, 
and many are also listed below: 

Self-powered light sources, such as 
flashlights and candles; 

Portable self-powered radios, two-way 


preparedness 

radios, and weather-band radios; 

Tarpaulins or other flexible waterproof 
sheeting; 

Ground anchor systems or tie-down 
kits; 

Gas or diesel fuel tanks; 

Batteries - AAA, AA, C, D, 6-volt, or 
9-volt (automobile batteries and boat bat¬ 
teries are 
not eligible); 

Cellular phone batteries and chargers; 

Non-electric food storage coolers; 

Portable generators; 

Storm shutter devices - Materials and 
products manufactured, rated, and market¬ 
ed 

specifically for the purposes of preventing 
window damage from storms. 

The main supplies needed in case of a 
hurricane emergency are listed at 
www.GetAGameplan.org and are also 
included below: 

A three-day supply of water (one gallon 
per person per day) and food that won’t 
spoil. 

One change of clothing and footwear 
per person, and one blanket or sleeping 
bag per 
person. 

A first aid kit that includes your fami¬ 
ly’s prescription medications. 

Emergency tools including a battery- 
powered radio, flashlight and plenty of 
extra 
batteries. 

An extra set of car keys and a credit 
card, cash or traveler’s checks. 

Sanitation supplies. 

Special items for infant, elderly or dis¬ 
abled family members. 

An extra pair of glasses. 

Important family documents in a 
portable, waterproof container. 

Mess kits, paper cups, plates and plastic 
utensils, paper towels 

Paper and pencil 

Books, games, puzzles or other activi¬ 
ties for children. 

Infant formula and diapers 

Pet food and extra water 


Response Notification 
System Launched 

La. Conference of The United 
Methodist Church Disaster Response, Inc. 
can now readily alert churches throughout 
the annual conference in the event of a dis¬ 
aster, a potential disaster, or an evacuation. 

Through the use of IRIS, a mass notifi¬ 
cation system, information can be dis¬ 
patched through text messages, voice 
recordings, emails, and any combination of 
the three during an emergency. 

In addition to vital information regard¬ 
ing disasters and evacuations, the IRIS 
notification system can be used to pass on 
instructions related to an emergency. As 
Hurricane Katrina was approaching the 
coast in August of 2005, pastors not only 
dealt with evacuation issues, but whether 
or not to cancel Sunday worship services. 
“The message to cancel services could 
have gone out quickly to local churches 
with the use of the IRIS system, and pre¬ 
vented a lot of anxious phone calls and 
emails,” said Rev. Don Cottrill, provost for 
the Louisiana annual confrence. 

The system could potentially be used to 
disseminate information on evacuation 
routes, unscheduled office closings, event 
cancellations and meeting announcements 
related to a disaster. 

“This system is used across the country 
by groups such as the United States Army, 
Roman Catholic churches and Assembly of 
God congregations,” said Tate. 

The system is now using phone and 
email information that is currently entered 
into the conference database system, 
MissionBase. The information is updated 
as of the 2008 annual conference. If pas¬ 
tors need to update that information, send 
us an email of their first number to call, 
second number to call, an email, send the 
information to . . . 

The IRIS system is a high-speed notifi¬ 
cation and response service. Notices con¬ 
nect with individuals at home, at work and 
on the move. IRIS makes repeated contacts 
until each listed individual gets the mes¬ 
sage. And, IRIS verifies message receipt 
for everyone on the notification list. 


La. Conference of the 
UMC Disaster Response, 
Inc. 

141 N. 6th St. 

Baton Rouge, LA 70802 
(225) 346-5193 
(225) 346-6974 (fax) 
laumdisastermin@bellsouth.net 
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From the Board of Directors 


The newly 
formed Board of 
Directors of the 
Louisiana 
Conference of The 
United Methodist 
Disaster Response, 

Inc. will serve as a 
support group to 
assist in the overall 
work of our Dr - Anita Crump 

response ministry. 

We will strive with all diligence to help 
the Executive Director and all disaster 
response staff feel comfortable in and 
with their undertakings. 

The board will give positive feed¬ 
back to the ministry relative to the cal¬ 
iber of relief which is needed. 

Our meetings will be informative 
and will focus on the work which can 
be done to meet the needs of our con¬ 


stituents. 

Grant writing and development of 
plans to meet the needs of community 
groups and organizations will continue. 

In spite of the fact that Hurricane 
Katrina and Rita occurred almost three 
years ago, there is still tremendous 
work which has to be done in the 
Greater New Orleans area and in 
Southwest Louisiana to restore these 
areas back to some form of normalcy. 

We will be that hub in the wheel to 
make such operations functional and 
meaningful for the people involved. 

It is a joy and honor to serve in this 
capacity and as we soar towards the 
future, the goals which we will set will 
certainly reach fruition. 

Blessings, 

Dr. Anita Crump 

Board Chair 


An enthusiastic group of teen volunteers from First UMC in Indianola, Iowa are pictured 
along with Danny and Marsha Ronsonet in front of their home in Delcambre. The girls 
played a large role in restoring the Ronsonet’s home, which was devasted by Hurricane 
Rita. The Ronsonets stand on either side of team leader Marcia Peeler, front row, right. 


Abbeville, from page 1 

The Ronsonets faced numerous stum¬ 
bling blocks in obtaining adequate funds to 
complete home repairs. 

The couple had fallen through the cracks 
during the processing of a grant from 
Southern Mutual Help Association. Delays 
in receiving Road Home funds also proved 
frustrating. “I spent hours and hours on the 
phone with Road Home, trying to get our 
case processed,” said Marsha. 

Ronda Trahan, case manager for the 
Abbeville Response Station, worked with 
the Ronsonets to speed up processes to get 
the necessary funding for repairs. “Marsha 
was a pure joy to work with. She always 
put others first, and throughout this experi¬ 
ence, she has displayed a great sense of 
humor,” said Trahan. 

A major source of help provided by the 
Abbeville Station was a stream of work 
teams from throughout the country that 
worked on rebuilding the Ronsonet home. 

One group that stood out was a team 
comprised of teenagers from the youth 


group at First UMC in Indianola, Iowa. 

This talented and capable group of girls 
installed OSB in the kitchen and den area, 
running skill saws and hammering. 

“We affectionally called them the ‘tool- 
belt divas’ because they could do any¬ 
thing,” said Marsha Ronsonet. 

The girls enjoyed discovering “Cajun” 
food during their stay, with some even try¬ 
ing oysters on the half shell. 

They loved the cuisine so much that the 
girls prepared crawfish etoufee, fried alliga¬ 
tor, boudin and other dishes for a party at 
their home church after they arrived home. 

The teens put together a memorable 
DVD of their experiences that they have 
shared with their church family and folks 
back in Louisiana. 

Marsha Ronsonet said that the teens 
touched her heart. “Everyone has been 
great. Ronda was such a blessing to us dur¬ 
ing a time when we felt we were paddling 
upstream.” 

Ronda Trahan said, “Being a case man¬ 
ager is my dream come true. You can’t put 
a price tag on the ability to help others.” 


Louisiana Response aids in Iowa cleanup 


Dale Kimball, manager for the 
Southeast Disaster Response Station, was 
sitting in his living room in Slidell, La. 
after a long day at work. 

As he watched the news on that June 
evening, Kimball was shocked to see the 
images of catastrophic flooding of cities 
throughout the state of Iowa. “I immediate¬ 
ly was overcome by memories of what had 
happened in New Orleans after Hurricane 
Katrina,” said Kimball. 

And then he thought about all of the 
teams that had come to Louisiana to help 
out in the disaster response effort. In all, 26 
teams from different parts of the state of 
Iowa had come to storm damaged areas of 
the state to work with the La. United 
Methodist Disaster Response Ministry. 
Some of the teams had actually hailed from 
areas that were now flooded in Iowa. 

In cooperation with Tom Hazelwood 
and the United Methodist Committee on 
Relief, Kimball made a site visit to Iowa, 
meeting with church leadership in the three 
communities of Oakville, Marion and 
Waterloo, Iowa. 

“We were there to assess the situation 
and find out what we could do to help. We 
took a 20-foot trailer full of gutting equip¬ 
ment, power tools, and a generator as a gift 
from our conference,” said Kimball. He 
was not surprised to discover that the 
United Methodist churches in the three 
communities are the mainstays of the 
recovery process in their respective towns. 

Tom Hazelwood asked the Louisiana 
group to bring 10 mud pumps from the 
Sager Brown Depot. The pumps were used 
to clean out 37 basements while he was in 
Iowa. 

As difficult as recovery has been in 
Louisiana, the Iowans face two things that 
are unique to their situation. “In some 


cases, entire towns were destroyed, leaving 
no infrastructure to work with. Also, winter 
is coming, and they will be experiencing 
30 degree weather in a month in a half. 
Unlike the south, people can’t stay in tents. 
And right now, it is estimated that 5,200 
homes were destroyed in Cedar Rapids. In 
Oakville, with a population of 480, all 
homes were destroyed. There are 1,600 
homes gone in Waterloo. When you drive 
through the streets, it puts a sick feeling 
back in your stomach,” said Kimball. 

A volunteer disaster response team, 
comprised of staff members from the 
Southeast Disaster Response Station and 
other volunteers, is working in Iowa as this 
paper goes to press. “We will be wiring 
two houses, but primarily, we are offering 
our administrative and mentoring services. 
Team members will work with the Iowa 
long term disaster response organization to 
advise them on how to handle volunteer 
coordination, finance management, case 
management, construction, and basic orga¬ 
nizational structure,” said Kimball. 

Rev. Darryl Tate said, “We will work 
with the conference’s new bishop and staff 
in the coming months to aid them as they 
start working on disaster relief.” 

Rev. Amy Mercer, Deputy Director for 
the La. Conference of The UMC Disaster 
Response, Inc., said, “Sending Louisiana 
teams to Iowa is the next step in our heal¬ 
ing process. This is our opportunity to help 
someone else with their tragedy.” 

Dale Kimball says it well by adding, 
“Who better to help a community with 
flooded out houses than the people of 
Louisiana?” 

A second team, comprised of 18 volun¬ 
teers, is lined up to work in Iowa once the 
initial team returns to let them know where 
the greatest need exists. 



United Methodist 




MAKING A DIFFERENCE 
NEW ORLEANS 
December 5-6, 2008 

Aldersgate UMC, Slidell—Epworth Center 
Please go to http://la-umc.org 
to register individuals or a team 


Making a Difference - Lake Charles 
Fall 2009 
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Dulac Response Station reaching out to Rita ravaged areas 



Case Manager Landie Thompson, left, stands with homeowner Martain Parfait and Dulac Station Volunteer Coordinator Wayne Wooley. Operating out of the Dulac Response 
Station, Thompson and volunteers from the La. Conference of The United Methodist Church Disaster Response, Inc. worked with Martain and his wife Toaza in restoring their 
home in Houma which was destroyed during Hurricane Rita in 2005. Parfait, right, stands on the porch of his restored home. 


Landie Thompson, case manager, feels 
that he made a deep-rooted friendship with 
client Martain Parfait which will “always 
be cherished.” 

Operating out of the Dulac Response 
Station, Thompson and volunteers from the 
La. Conference of The United Methodist 


Church Disaster Response, Inc. worked 
with Martain and his wife Toaza in restor¬ 
ing their home in Houma which was 
destroyed during Hurricane Rita in 2005. 

“We replaced the roof; the kitchen cabi¬ 
nets; the bathroom vanity, tub and toilets; a 
new exterior door; and window air condi¬ 


tioning. We also installed flooring and 
ceramic tile countertops in the kitchen, just 
to name a few,” said Thompson. 

Martain and Toaza are delighted with 
the results. “Out of habit, Martain was used 
to putting out buckets inside his home to 
control the water seepage from the roof. 


After the roof replacement, he was pleas¬ 
antly surprised that the buckets were no 
longer necessary. They are extremely 
grateful and satisfied. He was finally able 
to bring his 89-year-old mother to his 
home, allowing her to spend the night at 
his house comfortably,” said Thompson. 


Financial Report for the La. Conference of the UMC 
Disaster Response, Inc. - Sept 1, 2005-July 30, 2008 


Robinson, from page 1 
brought her back to Slidell. 

Robinson, determined to return to her 
home, found out about the United 
Methodist disaster recovery effort through 
a friend. She applied for help and was 
accepted. “While volunteers were working 
on restoring her house, she took a bus 
across the lake once a week to cook for 
groups that worked on her home,” said 
Tonia Pence, case manager. Repairs to 
Bee’s home were completed in the spring 
of 2008. 

Bee has established strong friendships 
with many of the volunteers and groups 
that worked on her home continue to visit 
her when they come into town. 

“After the dedication of her home, Bee 
gave us a sizeable donation to help the 
next person in line get back into their 
home,” said Leonard Carter, project man¬ 
ager. 

“I gave the gift because everyone was 
so nice helping me with my house and did 
what I wasn’t able to do. I only wish I had 
more to give,” said Bee Robinson. 



It is nearly three years since the hurri¬ 
canes of 2005 hit the Louisiana coast. 
Those events altered the focus of the 
Louisiana United Methodist Conference 
as we reached out to help those who lost 
so much. The ministry that has evolved 
following those storms has greatly affect¬ 
ed our work as an annual conference. We 
continue to be grateful to the United 
Methodist connection for all of the help 
that has come and that continues to come 
our way. The United Methodist 
Committee on Relief, individual annual 
conferences, local congregations, and 


thousands of individuals have offered 
their money, time and talent to the recov¬ 
ery cause. There are no words to convey 
our gratitude for this out pouring of the 
Holy Spirit through the actions of God’s 
children. This brief article reports on our 
current progress in the area of humani¬ 
tarian response to the victims of 
Hurricanes Katrina and Rita. UMCOR 
binding is utilized for this humanitarian 
response. The restoration of the dozens 
of churches affected by Hurricanes 
Katrina and Rita has been accomplished 
through gifts to Katrina Church 


Recovery Appeal, the Bishop’s Appeal 
and through individual donations. These 
numbers are only a small snapshot of the 
“real response” that has happened. It is 
visible when we hear and read the stories 
of lives changed and restored, of volun¬ 
teers who have received their own life¬ 
changing experiences, and of the impact 
on the spiritual renewal of individuals 
and communities throughout the Gulf 
Coast. Please read the numbers, but look 
between the lines for the faces of thou¬ 
sands who have been recipients of the 
love of Christ in action. 


Number of client services 71,196 
Number of volunteers 57,545 
Number of teams 4,160 

Number of other Conferences 63; Number of States 50; Number countries represented 29 


Financial Report dated (September 1, 2006 thru June 30, 2008) 

Long Term Direct Assistance to Clients $ 5,665,608 
In Kind Contributions for Volunteers Service $50,309,776 

Salaries & Benefits for Staff (Direct Client Assistance) $ 6,580,884 (Case Managers, Construction personal, Manager 
of Volunteers, Spiritual Emotional Care) 

Salaries & Benefits for Headquarters Staff $ 1,285,896 (Executive Director, Deputy Director, Administrative 
Assistant and Controller) 

Travel for All Staff $ 853,760 
Operational Costs of Stations $1,496,473 
St. Mark’s Renovation $ 330,626 
Dulac Renovation $ 391,019 
Housing $ 9,808 

Total $67,192,397 Percent for client assistance is 81% Operational cost is 19% 

Submitted by Rev. Darryl Allen Tate, Executive Director and Dr Donald C. Cottrill, Provost 
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At press time, 
Hurricane Gustav was 
headed for the 
Louisiana coastline. 

For the latest 
information on La. 
Conference response 
efforts, visit 


www.la-umc.org 



Henning Memorial UMC/2 



Iowa Conference 13 



Pavilion/6 
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Noel UMC receives UMCOM hospitality award 


Noel United Methodist Church, 
Shreveport, has been recognized by United 
Methodist Communications (UMCom) as 
an official “Welcoming Congregation.” 

“Welcoming Congregations” are a select 
group of United Methodist congregations 
nationwide that meets criteria including 


embracing newcomers and providing 
opportunities in discipleship. The recogni¬ 
tion program is part of a larger effort 
launched in late 2000 by UMCom, the 
denomination’s communications agency, to 
use modem technology and the common 
language of television to spread the Good 


News of Christ to a world in need. 

Noel UMC joins Asbury UMC in 
Bossier City, Northwood UMC in 
Lafayette, St. Luke-Simpson UMC in Lake 

See Hospitality, page 6 


The Volunteer Spirit 



Margaret Russell, 75, whose Slidell home was damaged by Hurricane Katrina in 2005, thanks Nate Gibson, top right, leader of 
a work crew from Ginghamsburg United Methodist Church in Tipp City, Ohio. The Ohio congregation has sent 42 work teams to 
the New Orleans area since Hurricane Katrina ravaged the Gulf Coast in 2005. Erika Manis, 22, a medical student and member 
of Ginghamsburg UMC, paints the ceiling at Russell's home. Volunteers, top left, work on the bathroom. The rebuilding of 
Russell’s home was coordinated by the Louisiana Disaster Response Ministry. 


Ohio church comes again-and again-to Gulf Coast 


BY JOHN GORDON 

SLIDELL, La. (UMNS)-As soon as 
the winds of Hurricane Katrina died, a 
United Methodist church in Ohio was 
among the many groups sending work 
teams to help. 

For members of Ginghamsburg 
Church in Tipp City, however, the 14- 
hour drive from the Dayton area to New 
Orleans would become an especially 
familiar path. 

In the three years since Katrina hit 


landfall on Aug. 29, 2005, the congrega¬ 
tion has sent 42 work teams to the Gulf 
Coast-and it’s not finished yet. Church 
leaders pledge to keep dispatching teams 
until the work is complete. 

“You realize that at any given 
moment, you could be in the situation 
that these people were in,” said Jim 
Meyer, a church member helping rebuild 
a home flooded by the storm. 

The Ginghamsburg website 
(www.ginghamsburg.org) draws more 


than 4,500 people weekly to its campus 
and has an active mission ministry rang¬ 
ing from local food pantries to interna¬ 
tional mission experiences in Africa, 
Europe and Asia. Trips to the U.S. Gulf 
Coast are the most popular, however, as 
people ranging from students to retirees 
step forward to offer their time and skills 
for a week at a time. 

“We don’t call them volunteers at 
Ginghamsburg,” said Nate Gibson, a 

See Ginghamsburg, page 6 







































2 


Louisiana 


SEPTEMBER 5, 2008 



Bishop William W. Hutchinson and his wife Kay visit with Rev. Danny Gleason and Dr. 
Terrel Brown at Jurisdictional Conference. Hutchinson serves as Episcopal leader for 
the La. Conference and the Foundation for Evangelism. 


Hutchinson to lead national foundation 


“This is the first time in the 60 year his¬ 
tory of The Foundation for Evangelism that 
an active bishop will serve as the Episcopal 
Leader of the organization. We are blessed 
to have Bishop Hutchinson accept this lead¬ 
ership role!” said Lane Rees, Board Chair, 
following the announcement that Bishop 
William Hutchinson will formally join the 
Foundation in January 2009. 

Bishop Hutchinson will follow Bishop 
Richard Looney who has served for eight 
years as Episcopal Director. “The 
Foundation is itself a functioning example 
of the focus to provide venture capital for 
the development of leaders with a passion 
for evangelism who will have a multiplying 
impact on our beloved denomination with 


successful programs such as the Timothy 
Scholars and Denman Fellows already in 
place,” said Bishop Hutchinson upon 
accepting the position. “I am so pleased to 
help lead this organization in its continued 
efforts to raise up generations of leaders 
with a passion for evangelism.” 

The Foundation for Evangelism is an affili¬ 
ate of The General Board of Discipleship of 
The United Methodist Church. With head¬ 
quarters located in Western North Carolina, 
the Foundation provides more than $2.7 
million in grants to United Methodist 
organizations. These grants include the 15 
E. Stanley Jones Professors of Evangelism 
located at 10 U.S. seminaries as well as 
seminaries in Africa, Germany and Russia. 


Henning Memorial UMC 



Dr. Scott Bergstedt examines a child in El Salvador during a recent medical mission led 
by Henning Memorial United Methodist Church in Sulphur, La. 


Henning Memorial United Methodist 
Church of Sulphur recently completed a 
medical mission trip to Soyapango, San 
Salvador, El Salvador. 

The medical clinic was held at La 
Iglesia Metodista “Vida Nueva”, the sister 
church of Henning Memorial UMC. 

Doctors examined and treated 2,195 
patients and performed some minor surger¬ 
ies. The pharmacy filled 8,231 prescrip¬ 
tions. Two hundred forty five patients were 
treated through the dental clinic, 1,084 
patients received prescription or reading 
glasses. All of the patients received sun¬ 
glasses. 


Henning’s “Heaven Bound” puppet 
team performed every day and conducted a 
Vacation Bible School for the children. 

La Iglesia Metodista “Vida Nueva” has 
been renting the property where the church 
is located for 12 years. Henning Memorial 
UMC recently donated money to the El 
Salvador Conference to purchase the prop¬ 
erty at this location. 

The 25 members of the medical team 
represented Henning Memorial UMC; 
Wesley UMC; Iowa UMC; Sulphur Church 
of Christ; Lake Charles 7th Day Adventist; 
Clear Lake, Texas Baptist Church; and 
Sulphur Pentecostal Church. 


Leadership and 
Effective 
Management 
Conference 



Having trouble putting 
the church puzzle pieces 
together? 

Come and learn from: 

Major church leadership experts 
Workshops on local church 
management issues 
Networking with your peers 

Presented by 



How do I make good decisions in 
the context of my leadership role?" 
"I need help managing my staff!" 
"How do I deal with the financial 
management of my church?" 

These and hundreds of other questions are press¬ 
ing heavily on pastors and church 
leaders all across America today.The changes in 
our culture and our institutional 
relationships necessitate a different mode of struc¬ 
turing our churches in order to do 
effective ministry. 

Leadership and management issues become cru¬ 
cial to keeping the faith community 
functioning well and continuing to reach new peo¬ 
ple for Christ. 

Join us in Shreveport to learn how to deal 
with these major issues 
church leaders are facing today! 

Conference Speakers and Leaders: 


Bishop Robert Schnase 
Claudia Lavy 
Rev.Jessica Moffatt Seay 
Dr.Tim Walker 
Dr. Brian Bauknight 


Dr. Bob Whitesel 
David Wetzler 
Dr. Everett Piper 
Dr. David Trickett 


To register online visit www.leadershipnexus.net 


Children’s Home event slated Sept. 23 


The Louisiana Methodist Children’s 
Home will sponsor a Breakfast Awareness 
Event on Sept. 23 at the Heymann Center on 
South College Road in Lafayette. Attendance 
at the event, which will be held from 7:30- 
8:45 a.m., is free and open to the public. 

Sen. Randy Ewing will serve as Master 
of Ceremonies. The audience will also hear 

We need your help in 

We are looking for current contact infor¬ 
mation on the following clergy on honor¬ 
able location: Rev. Clayton Bennett, Rev. 
Richard Hebert, Rev. James 
Hengestenberg, Rev. Horace Holley, Rev. 
George Martin, Rev. Richard Neuendorffer, 
and Rev. Homer Singleton. 

We also need updated contact informa¬ 
tion on Rev. Karen Albano, Rev. Brenda 


from Terrel DeVille, director of the chil¬ 
dren’s home, and from a former resident at 
the facility. 

DeVille will share details about plans for 
a new facility in Sulphur, La. 

For more information about the event, 
contact Douglas Hall at (985) 860-5247 or 
(866) 255-5830. 

finding our clergy 

Layman, Rev. Bruce Layman, Rev. Lynn 
Merrill, Rev. Reginald Munson, Rev. 
Ronald George Ramke, Rev. Joe Rice, and 
Rev. James Antry Richardson, Jr. 

If you know a current mailing address, 
email address or telephone number for any 
of those listed, please send it to 
johnedd@bellsout.net or call John Edd at 
(225) 346-1646. 


NOW! 


William W. Hutchinson Resident Bishop 

Don Cottrill Provost 

Betty Backstrom Editor 

Louisiana Conference NOW! is the newspaper of the Louisiana Annual Conference 
of The United Methodist Church and is published twice a month. 

Subscriptions are $15 for one year, $25 for two years. 

(Please make checks payable to Louisiana Annual Conference.) 

Send subscriptions, news and information to: 

Editor 

527 North Boulevard 
Baton Rouge, LA 70802 
E-mail: lanow@bellsouth.net 
(888) 239-5286 ext. 227 
(225) 346-1646, (225) 383-2652 fax 

You can find the Louisiana Annual Conference on the Internet at 
http://www. Ia-umc.org 
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Louisiana Conference sends financial aid, teams to Iowa 


The Louisiana Annual Conference is 
responding to the need for financial assis¬ 
tance and work teams in flood affected 
areas of Iowa. 

Thanking the conference for a recent 
donation, Bishop Gregory Palmer wrote, 
“Your gifts to recovery efforts after this 
summer’s tornadoes and flooding reminds 
us that God’s people know how to give in 
ways that bring balm to the hurting soul.” 

He added, “Iowans love to respond to 
other people’s disasters.” In fact, 26 teams 
from different parts of the state of Iowa 
have come to storm damaged areas of our 
state to work with the La. United 
Methodist Disaster Response Ministry. 
Some of the teams actually hailed from 
areas that were flooded in Iowa. 

In cooperation with Tom Hazelwood 
and the United Methodist Committee on 
Relief, a Louisiana team recently returned 
from a site visit to Iowa, meeting with 
church leadership in the three communities 


of Oakville, Marion and Waterloo, Iowa. 

“We were there to assess the situation 
and find out what we could do to help. We 
took a 20-foot trailer full of gutting equip¬ 
ment, power tools, and a generator as a gift 
from our conference,” said Dale Kimball, 
station manager for the Southeast Response 
Center of the La. Conference of the UMC 
Disaster Response, Inc.. He was not sur¬ 
prised to discover that the United 
Methodist churches in the three communi¬ 
ties are the mainstays of the recovery 
process in their respective towns. 

Rev. Amy Mercer, Deputy Director for 
the La. Conference of The UMC Disaster 
Response, Inc., said, “Sending Louisiana 
teams to Iowa is the next step in our heal¬ 
ing process. This is our opportunity to help 
someone else with their tragedy.” 

Dale Kimball says it well by adding, 
“Who better to help a community with 
flooded out houses than the people of 
Louisiana?” 



A mission team from the La. Conference of the UMC Disaster Response, Inc. has 
returned from Oakville, Iowa where they worked on four homes damaged during recent 
flooding. Team leader Dale Kimball directed the repair work, which included electrical 
wiring, plumbing, and inside framing of one home. Team members also gutted two 
homes and set up for electric service in another home. During the week, the Louisiana 
volunteers met with Iowa disaster staff to share ideas on structuring a disaster 
response ministry. The team also delivered a shower trailer to Marion, Iowa. This 
‘Vision” mission team, made up of skilled and unskilled team members, hopes that 
many others from within the Louisiana Conference will make plans to form teams to 
send to help our brothers and sisters in Iowa. 


Burke is longest-serving staff member in disaster response ministry 


BY SUSAN J.MEISTER 

Some years ago, Joe Burke participated 
in a life-changing bible study of Mark 10, 
which recounts the time when the apostles 
James and John asked Jesus for special 
treatment. “That day my faith changed,” he 
said. “I realized that I am to serve, not to 
be served.” 

Burke has carried this attitude through 
the last three years of his work with the 
Louisiana Conference disaster recovery 
ministry, where he has served in numerous 
capacities and is the longest serving 
employee. Darryl Tate, who heads up the 
ministry, brought Burke on board as the 
first staff member to be “his right and left 
hands.” 

“He helped us get things started,” Tate 
explained. “With Joe’s help, we set up the 
six stations (from Lake Charles to 
Northshore/Slidell). He served as my repre¬ 
sentative to find equipment, set up leases, 
and more. He has moved from position to 
position as-needed. He has been very 


important in this 
ministry!” 

Burke was no 
stranger to missions 
work, having served 
most recently as the 
New Orleans 
District Volunteer in 
Mission (VIM) 
coordinator. “I got 
involved back in 
1995,” he said. 

“Bishop Solomon 
came back from 
Africa with a pas¬ 
sion to collect shoes 
for barefoot chil¬ 
dren, and that’s 
when I got started at 
Asbury UMC.” 

Burke’s home in Gretna sustained only 
minor damage during Hurricane Katrina in 
August 2005. He lost some shingles, which 
took only $100 to repair. “Not having more 
damage freed me for ministry,” he said. 


Burke brings exten¬ 
sive experience to the 
disaster response min¬ 
istry from his 27 years 
in the US Navy, largely 
in managing commis¬ 
saries. He enjoys a 
good relationship with 
Southeast Station 
Manager Dale Kimball, 
also a US Navy veter¬ 
an. Burke is currently 
operations manager for 
the station, and helps 
survivors, staff and vol¬ 
unteers. With the sta¬ 
tion staff, he maintains 
contact with 29 church¬ 
es in the greater New 
Orleans area that con¬ 
tinue to host volunteers. 

The Monday morning team volunteer 
orientations especially energize Burke. “I 
am so touched that people still care,” he 
said. “These groups give up the comforts of 


home and pay their own way to come— 
you have to have the love of Jesus!” He 
proudly shows off a recent video from 
Wood’s Chapel Church, Lee’s Summit, 
Missouri, which details ministry accom¬ 
plished through Peoples Community 
Center (formerly the Uptown Station), in 
New Orleans. 

Over the past three years, the Louisiana 
Conference disaster recovery ministry has 
served more than 71,000 people with initial 
relief, case management and rebuilding. 
Construction includes 731 rebuilds and 
4,686 repairs from Lake Charles to New 
Orleans to Northshore/Slidell. A recently- 
released Report to Donors, “Sustaining 
Survivors’ Long-Term Recovery,” docu¬ 
ments the three-year United Methodist 
Response to the Hurricanes of 2005 by 
UMCOR partners ah along the US Gulf 
Coast. 

For more information or to volunteer, go 
the Louisiana Conference web site, and 
access Hurricane Recovery and Lousiana 
Hurricane Response. 



Joe Burke 



First United Methodist Church 
in Shreveport, Louisiana 

featuring keynote speakers 

-C- Len Wilson & Jason Moore 

of Midnight Oil Productions 

Designed to help church leaders explore 
new ways to share God’s word in a digital culture, 
the Media Life Technology Conference 
will offer training in 30 different workshops, 
ranging from worship media to Web design. 

workshop tracks include 

Microsoft Office Suite (Word, Publisher, PowerPoint) 

Worship (MediaShout, LiveWorship, ProPresenter) 

Outreach (web sites, podcasting, blogging) 

Published Media (Adobe Photoshop & InDesign) 

Church Management (Shelby/Servant & ACS) 

Registration-opens July 1 

$100 early-bird fee 

learn more at 

www.fumcshreveport/medialife.com 




MEDIA 

LIFE 





using technology to breathe life into ministry 


TECHNOLOGY CONFERENCE 
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Hartzell-Mt Zion UMC 



Participating in the recent ribbon cutting for the new Family Life Center at Hartzell-Mt. 
Zion UMC in Slidell were, left to right, Pat McCloud, Jaymar Construction; Minister Ella 
M. Doyle; Sidney Harrison; Johnny E. Terrell, Trustees Chairperson; Easter Smith; 
Rev. Dr. Ramonalynn W. Bethley, New Orleans District Superintendent; Rev. Alonzo 
Campbell; Rev. Hadley Edwards, pastor of Bethany UMC, New Orleans; Rev. Ernest 
Scott, pastor of Hartzell-Mt. Zion UMC; D. Y. Archie, church lay leader; and Ray Alfred, 
Finance Audit Chairperson and St. Tammany Parish School Board Member, District 14. 


Hartzell-Mt. Zion United Methodist 
Church in Slidell consecrated its new 
Family Life Center on Aug. 17, almost 
three years after Hurricane Katrina 
destroyed the church’s sanctuary and build¬ 
ings. 

Rev. Ernest Scott, pastor of Hartzell-Mt. 
Zion, greeted over 300 members and 
guests that had gathered for the milestone 
event. Rev. Ramonalynn Bethley, New 
Orleans District Superintendent, led the 


consecration ceremony. New Orleans area 
clergy that gathered to assist with the serv¬ 
ice included Revs. Hadley Edwards, 
Bethany UMC; John Williams, Aldersgate 
UMC; Wybra Price, First UMC in Slidell; 
and Lance Eden, First Street PW UMC. 
Rev. Freddie Henderson, director of 
Disaster Preparedness and former New 
Orleans District Superintendent for the 
conference, offered the closing prayer. 



North Highlands UMC 


North Highlands United Methodist 
Church in Shreveport was recently the site 
of two separate dedications. Retired United 
Methodist clergy Rev. Bill McCutcheon 
was present for the event, which included 
the dedication of a new cross and flame on 
the outside of the church sanctuary. Bill 
had commissioned the work in memory of 
his late wife, Louise McCutcheon. 

Bill’s wife, Dorthea, and his three living 
children, Doug, Dick and Carol and their 
families were welcomed by a host of old 
friends. Bill, Louise and their children were 
members of North Highlands UMC when 


Bill felt the call to go into the ministry. 
Bill’s oldest son, Scott, is deceased but was 
represented by his family. 

A new flag and flag pole were also ded¬ 
icated. Keith Jackson was responsible for 
this project, along with Frank Burton and 
Bob Funk. 

Frank Teller, chair of the Board of 
Trustees presented plaques to both Bill and 
Keith that will be hung in the sanctuary. 

Dr. Burton Blair is the minister at North 
Highlands UMC. During Burton’s illness, 
Rev. Grady Brittain is the interim pastor. 


Rayne Memorial 

Rayne Memorial United Methodist 
Church in New Orleans recently rededicat¬ 
ed the restored church steeple, which was 
destroyed three years ago by Hurricane 
Katrina. 

On Aug. 29, 2005 the steeple of Rayne 
Memorial UMC, built in 1876, was 
destroyed by category 5 hurricane, causing 
over $5 million damage to the sanctuary, 
organ, and chapel. 

The rededication service, held Aug. 24, 
featured special music by the Rayne 
Chancel Choir, The Uptown Brass and The 
Rayne Children’s Choir and Bells. The 
steeple was illuminated later that evening, 
while the church bell was run for the first 
time in three years. 


UMC 



DeQuincy UMC 

Members and friends of DeQuincy 
United Methodist Church will celebrate its 
100 year anniversary Sept. 27-28. An Open 
House, scheduled for Sept. 27, will feature 
music by Christway Quartet, a gospel 
singing group. Refreshments will be served 
after the performance in the Fellowship 
Hall. 

A Celebration Service begins at 10:30 
a.m. on Sunday featuring keynote speaker 
Rev. Roily Walker of Douglas United 
Methodist Church. A dinner, served in the 
gymnasium, will follow the service. 

A pencil sketch by Louisiana artist 
Keith LaCour features the church sanctuary 
that stood prior to 1958. The rendering was 
commissioned by the anniversary commit¬ 
tee. Matted prints are available by calling 
(337) 786-6691. 

The earliest report of the Methodist 
Church in DeQuincy, La. was at the Gulf 
Annual Conference of 1908 in Shreveport. 
This report was given by Rev. W. F. 

Bolton. 

Over the years, the church has been 
served by 43 ministers. 

Most of the church’s records were 
blown away and the church was flattened 
during a hurricane in 1918. In 1919, a 
wood frame church building was built on 
the sight of the present sanctuary on Center 
Street. 

In 1927, the Methodist Episcopal South, 
the Southern German Conference, the 
Southern Swedish Conference and the Gulf 
Conference, of which the DeQuincy church 
was a member, were merged to form the 
Southern Conference. 

In early years, there was the Methodist 


Episcopal Church, the Methodist Episcopal 
Church South and the Methodist Protestant 
Church. In April of 1939, these churches 
merged to form the Methodist Church. In 
April of 1968, the Methodist Church 
merged with Evangelical United Brethren 
Church to form the United Methodist 
Church of today. 

The current sanctuary was built in 1958 
when Rev. Alton McKnight was the minis¬ 
ter. The present Fellowship Hall was built 
in 1967 and the Educational/Office 
Building in 1968. A new church parsonage 
was built in 1972 and is still in use. 

In May of 1994, the church plant 
expanded to include a gymnasium, better 
known as the M.A.C. (Methodist Activity 
Center). It provides space for recreational 
activities for our children and youth as well 
as space for the UMW Bazaar, UMM Bar- 
Be-Que and larger church gatherings such 
as homecomings. Currently, local young 
men meet weekly to play basketball. 


September is 

Open House 
Month 

Be a 

Welcoming 

Congregation 



Eloise Cox and Renee Evans, transformation agents for the La. Conference 
Office of Church Extension, recently attended the School of Congregational 
Development in Grand Rapids, Mich, sponsored by the General Board of 
Discipleship and the General Board of Global Ministries. Their experiences with 
the Ministry Track of Rural Church Development will be useful to town and coun¬ 
try churches in the Louisiana Conference desiring to re invigorate their ministries. 
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The Center for Pastoral Effectiveness 2008-2009 



Dr. Craig Gilliam, right, leads The Art of Dancing with Conflict, a workshop sponsored 
by The Center for Pastoral Effectiveness. The Center offers many services and work¬ 
shops, such as those featured in this special insert to Louisiana Now! 


ST. JOSEPH ABBEY RETREAT 

Covington, Louisiana 
April 20-22, 2009 
Cost: $125 

After Lent, don’t we all need time to rest and renew? Our time at the Abbey is an 
opportunity to be still, to read, to pray, to sleep, to walk, to be in and with nature, and 
to simply BE. Throughout the retreat, you can live at your own rhythm. 

This is the retreat for our Residents in Ministry, but there is space available for 
more of our clergy and deacons. 

We will begin on Monday at 11:15 a.m. with Mass and end after lunch on April 22. 
There is limited space available, so please RSVP as soon as possible. 

We hope to see you there. 

For more information, please contact Craig Gilliam at (504) 250-4046 or 
wcraiggilliam@hotmail.com or Linda Gregg at (225) 346-1646 or (888) 239-5286 


A Teleconverstion Model 
REKINDLING AN OLD FLAME: 
RECLAIMING YOUR CREATIVITY IN PREACHING 
With Dr. Alyce McKenzie 

Four weeks, one 60-minute session per week 
February 3 (9 a.m.), 10 (3 p.m.) and 17 (9 a.m.) and March 3 (9 a.m.), 2009 

Cost :$50 

This pilot project makes the course available to everyone longing to explore 
his/her preaching. 

Description/Intension: Have you fallen out of love with preaching? If the thrill is 
gone, it may be because we have lost touch with the excitement of discovery in the 
drudgery of week-in and week-out preparation. This four-week teleconference 
course will offer strategies for cultivating your creative side while incorporating your 
insights into your sermons so that the process can become fun and enriching again 
for you and your people. 

About the Facilitator: The Rev. Dr. Alyce M. McKenzie is Associate Professor of 
Homiletics at Perkins School of Theology. Her special interests include preaching on 
biblical wisdom, preaching on the sayings and parables of Jesus, the spiritual life of 
the preacher, preaching on public, often controversial issues, and the lessons that 
preachers can leam from creative writers. She is the author of Preaching Proverbs: 
Wisdom for the Pulpit (1996), Preaching Biblical Wisdom in a Self-Help Society 
(2002) and Hear and Be Wise: Becoming a Teacher and Preacher of Wisdom (2004). 
Her book, Novel Preaching: Fiction Writing Strategies for Sermons , will be pub¬ 
lished by Westminster John Knox in 2009. 

Books: The Fully Alive Preacher by Michael Graves and The Artist's Way of 
Preaching by Charles Dennison 

Register online at www.la-umc.org or mail reservation, with $50 registration fee to: 
The Center for Pastoral Effectiveness, Louisiana Conference Area Offices, 527 North 
Boulevard, Baton Rouge, LA 70802 


NURTURING THE INNER LIFE: 

CONTEMPLATIVE PRACTICE FOR CLERGY 

with Dr. Ruben L. F. Habito, Facilitator 

November 18-19, 2008 
The Wesley Center in Woodworth 

Cost: $150 

Meditation is a way of being, not a technique. 

Meditation is not about trying to get anywhere else. 

It is about allowing yourself to be exactly where you are 
and as you are, and the world to be exactly as it is 
in this moment, as well. 

—Jon Kabat-Zinn 

This experience will offer an introduction to contemplative practice for active (or 
sometimes hyperactive) clergy that we can continue to take up in our own lives and 
ministry. This is not just to give a retreat dealing with theological ideas that clergy 
could read about in books. This is going to be experiential and conversational. We 
will spend time in contemplative silence together, for contemplative practice empow¬ 
ers us to a life of compassion and service to others. 

Dr. Habito served as a Jesuit missionary and teacher in Japan and came to Dallas 
in 1989. He teaches world religions and spirituality at Perkins School of Theology, 
SMU and is the author of Living Zen , Loving God and Healing Breath: Zen for 
Christians and Buddhists in a Wounded World. 

Time: Noon until Noon (Registration begins at 11 a.m., 11/18) 

Cost: $150, including single occupancy room and meals 
Suggested Reading: Healing Breath: Zen for Christians and Buddhists in a 
Wounded World and Living Zen, Loving God 
Contact Hours: 10 Contact Hours 


A Teleconversation Model 
GETTING A STUCK SYSTEM UN-STUCK 
With Rev. John Winn, Facilitator 

Four Weeks, One 60-minute session per week 
October 20 and 27, and November 3 and 10, 2008 
10-11 a.m. 

Cost: $50 

The Center for Pastoral Effectiveness invites you to a new model for connection, 
growth and ministry. 

This project is available to everyone longing to work on his/her skills with getting 
“stuck systems unstuck.” With time and energy being an issue for our world, this is a 
new pilot program exploring another way to stay in connection, to keep learning, and 
to minister together! We hope you will be part of our experiment! 

Description/ Intention: Hey, maybe it needs to begin with us, rather than them; 
with me, rather than somebody else. Am I stuck on “the only way to do worship” or 
“favoring control over collegiality” or a host of other ways we, ourselves, have 
become comfortable “leading” a congregation? That is surely part of the puzzle, 
because it has to do with maintaining the integrity of a well-differentiated leader. 

Have you recently thought about the part your own family of origin might be 
playing in the way you lead or fail to lead? 

To be sure, our society has many “stuck” systems; institutions frozen in some pose 
from a by-gone day, not the least of which is the church. Is there a way out? I think 
so, but it is a sometimes slippery slope. It helps to talk it through with others in the 
same boat and using mind-stretching resources. We will plow again some of the rich 
furrows of Ed Friedman’s, Failure of Nerve , Generation to Generation , and 
Friedman s Fables. Have you re-read, “Panic” recently from Friedman s Fablesl 

And how did Jesus feel about “stuck” systems? Now we’ve taken to preach¬ 
ing’.... Signup! 

Register online at www.la-umc.org or mail reservation, with $50 registration fee to: 
The Center for Pastoral Effectiveness, Louisiana Conference Area Offices, 527 North 
Boulevard, Baton Rouge, LA 70802 


For more information contact Linda Gregg via email at lindagregg@la-umc.org or via telephone at 225-346-1646 or 888-239-5286. 
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James Goins, Charlie White, Roseanne Gillespie, Joanne White, Paul White, Marilyn 
and Bishop William Oden, and Kay and Bishop William W. Hutchinson cut the ribbon 
for the new pavilion on the grounds of The Wesley Center on July 26. 

Oden pavilion dedicated at Wesley Center 


The Bishop William B. Oden Pavilion, 
recently constructed on the property of The 
Wesley Center, was dedicated July 26 in 
Woodworth, La. The Wesley Center is the 
Louisiana Conference spiritual retreat and 
conference center. 

“The pavilion is the first major con¬ 
struction at the center since it opened in 
1997. We celebrate the success that The 
Wesley Center has enjoyed over the years,” 
said James Goins, board chair. 

The pavilion was built at a cost of 
$454,500, with a major gift of $150,000 
pledged by Paul and Joanne White. 
Additional funds used to complete the 


pavilion were raised through property and 
timber sales. 

Bishop William B. Oden and his wife 
Marilyn attended the dedication of the 
building named for him. Bishop Oden 
served the Louisiana Annual Conference 
during the time that the concept for build¬ 
ing the Louisiana Conference Center (now 
known as The Wesley Center) took place. 
Under his leadership, funds were raised 
and construction of the conference center 
was initiated. 

Bishop William W. Hutchinson presided 
over the dedication. 


Student/Youth Minister sought 

Benton United Methodist Church is currently seeking an experienced, full-time 
person to work with us in the area of Student/Youth Ministries. This person will 
have a passion for sharing Christ with Jr. and Sr. High School students, for sup¬ 
porting parents and families, and for encouraging and equipping volunteers. 

Benton UMC is a growing congregation in one of the fastest growing areas of 
Louisiana, and we are seeking an organized, creative, energetic, flexible, mission- 
minded person to join our staff. If you find this description exciting, please submit 
your resume and salary requirements to Benton United Methodist Church, 4615 
Palmetto Road, Benton, LA 71006. Ore-mail resumes to gbartage@aol.com. 
Salary and compensation commensurate with experience and education. 


St. Mark UMC to celebrate class leaders Sunday 


Rev. Stephen E. 

Handy Sr., pastor of 
Pickett-Rucker United 
Methodist Church in 
Lebanon, Term., will 
serve as speaker for a 
Class Leader 
Commissioning 
Service to be held Sept. 

21 at Saint Mark UMC 
in Baton Rouge. The 
theme for the 10:55 
a.m. service is 
“Empower All to be Active Christian 
Disciples”. 

Rev. Handy serves the general church 


as Executive Director of Congregational 
Solutions. He is the son of Ruth Handy 
and the late Bishop W.T. Handy, Jr. He is a 
graduate of Dillard University in New 
Orleans, La. He has a Master’s Degree in 
Business Administration from Tennessee 
and a Master’s of Divinity from Vanderbilt 
Divinity School. 

Class Leader Sunday is an annual wor¬ 
ship service for the purpose of renewal and 
recognition of class leaders. Class Leaders 
serve as assistants to the pastor by contact¬ 
ing their members regularly throughout the 
year, guiding their class members to be 
active disciples of Jesus Christ. 

The public is invited to attend. 



Rev. Stephen E. 
Handy, Sr 


Open Hearts Open Minds 
Open Doors 


Senegal Mission Opportunity 

Nov. 5-17, 2008 
Senegal, West Africa 

“In the Midst of It All: Yesterday and Today” 

Cost: $3,000 (Nonrefundable $250 deposit due Sept. 12, 2008) 

Senegal Mission Experience 
Nov. 5-10, 2008 

“...when I was sick, you took care of me, and when I was in jail, you visited me. 

Matthew 25: 36 

We will travel the beautiful landscape of West Africa from cities to villages experi¬ 
encing the realities of Senegal today. We will work in the Wellness Clinic 
Ministries of United Methodist Churches. 

The Goree Diaspora Conference and Festival 
November 11-17, 2008 

“Let Us Never Forget” 

Experience the diverse cultures of Dakar, Senegal. Explore Goree Island’s infa¬ 
mous Slave House and history. Examine the West African Research Center’s 

Atlantic Slave Trade. 

For more information, contact the Office of Multicultural Ministries, Louisiana 
Conference, 527 North Blvd., Baton Rouge, LA 70802; Dr. Martha Orphe, (225) 
346-1646 or CindyScott@la-umc.org 


Ginghamsburg, from page i 
team leader who is church’s chief financial 
officer. “That’s part of our DNA. We call 
them servants.” 

Erika Manis, 22, a church member and 
medical student, enjoys stepping out from 
her circle of friends at college. 

“Often times, going to school, you’re 
surrounded by a lot of very similar people, 
and you don’t often see what’s outside of 
your own window,” she said. “Eve also 
learned more about teamwork. It takes all 
of us and all of our different talents to 
come here and to finish this house.” 

Ryan Stammen has made three mission 
trips to the Gulf. 

“It’s hard not to be overwhelmed and to 
think the work will never be completed,” 
he said. “But people like us keep coming 
and that’s how it will get done.” 

The teams bring their own tools, trailer 
and generator to paint, hang sheetrock and 
lay ceramic tile and wood flooring. Those 
tasks are signs of progress. When the first 
teams arrived in 2005, the work centered 
around cleanup-tearing out walls, hauling 
debris and gutting houses. 

For Slidell resident Margaret Russell, 

75, volunteers such as the Ginghamsburg 
crews have become her only hope after the 
assistance from FEMA, the Red Cross and 
her own insurance was not enough to cover 
rebuilding costs. 

A retired nurse, Russell plans to live in 
the resurrected house with her grandson, 
whom she has cared for since her daugh¬ 
ter’s cancer death in 2002. 

Hospitality, from page 1 

Charles, and St. Luke’s UMC in New 
Orleans as Welcoming Congregations. 
Bishop William W. Hutchinson has issued 
a challenge to all congregations throughout 
the conference to take the steps to become 
Welcoming Certified, just as these church¬ 
es have. Information on the process is 
being distributed through charge confer¬ 
ences and may be accessed through the 
home page of the La. Annual Conference 
website at www.la-umc.org 

“Open hearts, open minds, open doors” 


“If you could just see my heart, how 
much I thank God for every last one of you 
all for coming out to help us,” Russell said. 
“My children, they’ve been coming over 
and seeing and they say, ‘Ooh, mama, the 
house don’t look like the same house.’ 
They’re just beautiful people.” 

Work on Russell’s home was coordinat¬ 
ed by Northshore Disaster Recovery, 
organized by the United Methodist 
Louisiana Conference and the United 
Methodist Committee on Relief to help 
people whose homes are uninsured or 
underinsured. Established in October 2005, 
Northshore has helped more than 7,500 
residents and coordinated more than 
23,000 volunteers. 

Frustrated by government red tape, 
Russell finally sought help from 
Northshore. “Everybody has been so nice 
and so wonderful to me. They have been so 
beautiful to us, in helping us out in every 
way they can,” she said. 

Meeting Russell was a highlight of the 
mission experience for Jeremy Greth, who 
was installing tile at her home. “It kind of 
raised my spirit a little bit, seeing how 
happy she was,” he said. “I couldn’t imag¬ 
ine going through it.” 

Gibson estimates recovery efforts in the 
New Orleans area could continue for 
another four to seven years. Meanwhile, 
homeowners like Russell say the volun¬ 
teers are a godsend. 

“They gave me new hope and new 
faith,” she said. “I thought I had a lot of 
faith, but they gave me new faith-and a 
new home.” 

is the theme of the denominational effort, 
the centerpiece which is a series of national 
cable TV advertising, supplemented by 
regional and local church participation. The 
overall aim of the effort is to invite people, 
particularly those between 25 and 54 years 
old, to enter into connection with the 
Christian community as they seek meaning 
and purpose in their lives. 

For more information, contact Betty 
Backstrom, director of Communications 
for the conference, at (225) 346-1646 or 
lanow@bellsouth.net 
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UMW School of Christian Mission held 


More than 150 people participated in 
the 2008 UMW School of Christian 
Mission held July 26 at The Wesley Center 
in Woodworth, La. This year’s theme was 
“Living the Sacred,” referring to the Native 
Americans belief that all life and nature are 
connected. 

The mission study was a spiritual 
growth study entitled “I Believe in Jesus,” 
led by Rev. Frederic Kellogg. The social 
interest study, “Native American Survival,” 
was also the study for youths and teens. 

Study leaders included Stephen Dupre, 
Rev. Bemadine Johnson, Rev. Amy 
Mercer, Corine Paulk and Pearl Thomas. 
The youth team leaders were Dolores 
Giles, Carrie Roy and Cora Dawson. 

The study taught that Native American 
traditions state that creation includes all 


that comes from the heart and mind of 
God, and is thereby, sacred. This study 
searched for appropriate ways for United 
Methodists to be engaged in mission with 
Native Americans. 

The geographic study was 
“Israel/Palestine” with study leaders Rev. 
Kathy Howell and Rev. Connie Saizon 
Song leader and pianist were Rev. 
Connie Breaux and Jackie Pennington. 

Over $1,200 was collected for mission 
supplies for Dulac Community Center, 
MacDonnell Children’s Services and North 
Rampart Community Center. 

Bishop William W. Hutchinson deliv¬ 
ered the message and presided over a 
Communion service at the end of the 
school. 


Ready!!! Set!!! Geaux!!! 2008 


It’s that time of year 
again! 

The end of summer 
vacations and the 
beginning of school 
where the youngsters 
are so filled with 
enthusiasm to be back 
in classes. The baseball 
season is nearing its 
annual rhythm of play¬ 
offs and then the BIG 
Classic-the World 
Series! Of course the usual favorite teams 
are on the gridiron, and by now, most folks 
have picked which teams will finally end 
up in the championship games. 

But wait a minute! There is more that 
we need to have in our soundscape at this 
time of year. We all know that this is hurri¬ 
cane season, and that means more to some 
of us than it does to others of us. However, 
we ALL face the threat of a disaster of 
some kind or another at any given moment. 

This leads me to the fact that September 
is National Preparedness Month. With that 
in mind, the Office of Disaster 
Preparedness for the La. Annual 
Conference encourages all citizens to 
STOP-LISTEN-PREPARE. 

The U.S. Department of Homeland 
Security’s (DHS) Ready Campaign has 
very helpful data that will at lease create a 
culture of awareness that we should follow 
the following preparedness steps: Get a 


Kit; Make a Plan; Be Informed; and Get 
Involved. 

According to the Ready Campaign sta¬ 
tistics, a record number of more that 1,800 
National Preparedness Campaign Coalition 
Members have worked to create a culture 
of emergency preparedness in the United 
States. The invitation is extended again this 
year to have persons read the National 
Preparedness Month 2007 Journal to team 
about some of the events and activities that 
took place across the country last year. 

Noteworthy is the fact that President 
Bush has issued a proclamation declaring 
September as National Preparedness 
Month. Much has been done in the recov¬ 
ery ministries following those life altering, 
infrastructure reshaping, population shift¬ 
ing events of that year. So, we KNOW that 
in an instant, things change! However, 
there is still a sense of “it won’t happen to 
me” that needs to be addressed. This year 
has seen a record number of tornadoes; 
wildfires; and an erratic tropical storm that 
made “landfall” a record number of times 
that caused flooding and several deaths. 

So, I encourage you to help spread the 
word that September is National 
Preparedness Month. 

A good site to visit on the web is 
Ready@dhs.gov 

Mitigation can lessen the damage that 
one incurs in the event of a disaster. 
Remember, “It only takes o-n-e to spell D- 
i-s-a-s-t-e-r!” 



Rev. Freddie 
Henderson 


Safe Sanctuary meetings slated across the state 


At the 2008 session of the La. Annual 
Conference held in Shreveport, a resolution 
was approved that requires every church in 
the Conference to have a written Safe 
Sanctuaries policy by January 2009. 

In order to facilitate compliance with 
this requirement, the conference is offering 
training sessions for each district. It is our 
expectation that every church that comes to 
one of these trainings will walk away with 
completed policies pretty much in hand. 

To be most effective, the trainings will 
require a “team” from each church. We are 
inviting these persons to attend the ses¬ 
sions: pastors, SPR representative, trustee 
representative, age level/Sunday School 
volunteer representatives, and any staff 
who primarily work with children or youth. 
Of course, anyone else is welcome. 

It would be extremely helpful, though 
not required, if each church would bring a 
computer equipped with MS Word for the 
team to work with. Further details about 
your district’s training (registration, cost 
etc) can be obtained from your District 
Office. 

All trainings will run from 10 a.m. to 3 
p.m. Locations include: 

Acadiana District, Oct. 11, Asbury UMC, 
Lafayette 


Alexandria District, Oct. 18, First UMC, 
Pineville 

Baton Rouge District, Nov. 1, First 
UMC, Hammond (jointly with New 
Orleans) 

Lake Charles District, Oct. 25, First 
UMC, Lake Charles 
Monroe District, Nov. 15, Trinity UMC, 
Ruston (jointly with Shreveport) 

New Orleans District, Nov. 1, First 
UMC, Hammond (jointly with Baton 
Rouge) 

Shreveport District, Nov. 15, Trinity 
UMC, Ruston (jointly with Monroe) 

Copies of the Policy Manual can be 
downloaded from the conference website at 
www.la-umc.org If you have difficulty 
opening the manual, district offices have a 
limited number of printed copies. If you 
already have a policy and want to know if 
it meets our minimum requirements, there 
is a checklist in the Appendix of the posted 
policy manual. If you cannot attend your 
District’s date, please check with your 
neighboring districts or plan on traveling to 
the Wesley Center on Dec. 6. 

For questions or information contact 
Tom Dolph, (225) 346-1646 or Dawn 
Young, (318) 458-5860. 


The 2008 W. T. Handy Convocation 

Nov. 21-22, 2008 
at The Wesley Center in Woodworth, La. 

“Moving Forward with God in the 21st Century” 

Guest speaker 
Rev. Vance P. Ross 
Associate General Secretary, GBOD 

Special Clergy Sessions will be held Friday from 1-5 p.m. 

All clergy persons are expected to participate! 

A unique program is planned for our young adults and youth! 

SCHEDULE 


11:00 a.m. - 7 p.m. 

Registration 

12 noon - 1 p.m. 

Lunch on your own 

1 p.m. - 5 p.m. 

Clergy session 

6 p.m. - 7 p.m. 

Wesley provides dinner for fee 

7 p.m. - 8:30 p.m. 

Worship 

8:30 p.m. 

Fellowship Time (snacks & games) 

7 - 8:30 p.m. 

General Session 1—Speaker 

9-10 p.m. 

Worship experience ** 

10 p.m. - midnight 

Friday Night Lights: The Block Party 


Friday, Nov. 21, 2008 

7-8 a.m. 

Breakfast on your own 

8:45 - 9:45 a.m. 

Worship 

8:30 - 10 a.m. 

General Session 2 ** 


Young Ladies 

Young Men 

Youth Workers 

10 a.m. - 12 noon 

Breakout sessions 

10 a.m. - 12 noon 

Electives: ** 


- Lord of the Dance 

- The Word Spoken 

- Can Hip Hop be Holy? 

12 noon - 1 p.m. 

Lunch in Wesley Center Cafeteria 

1-3 p.m. 

Breakout sessions 

1-3 p.m. 

Electives ** 

3 p.m. 

Closing communion worship with 
Bishop Hutchinson 

Saturday, Nov. 22, 2008 

**suggested activities for youth and youth workers 


Registration and Hotel Information can be found on the home page of the La. 
_ Conference website at www.la-umc.org under “What’s New?" and 

















8 


Louisiana 


SEPTEMBER 5, 2008 


Continued support enables ministries in Ekaterinburg 


BY ANGELA CASON 

Despite the current political strain 
between the United States and Russia over 
plans for a U.S. missile defense system in 
Europe, relations between United 
Methodists in Louisiana and Ekaterinburg 
are stronger than ever. A group of 13 trav¬ 
eled to First United Methodist Church in 
Ekaterinburg last month to help with repair 
projects, lead Vacation Bible School, dis¬ 
tribute food baskets to those in need and be 
in fellowship with members of the church 
and community. 

“We found the church to be largely 
unaffected by the political unrest taking 
place between the United States and 
Russia. The local government in 
Ekaterinburg has left our church alone, and 
hopefully that will continue,” Louisiana 
Russia Initiative Director James Gillespie 
said. “Because of the oil and gas situation, 
Russia has money that was not there when 
our church started in 1991. The problem is 
that the new money is at the top of the 
social structure.” 

With doctors, lawyers, teachers and 
other professionals making between $300 
and $400 a month, the middle and lower 
classes continue to struggle, largely shut 


out of Russia’s financial boon. And thus 
the continued support from Louisiana 
United Methodists, which makes food bas¬ 
ket distribution and other ministries possi¬ 
ble, has an enormous impact in the lives of 
those at First UMC in Ekaterinburg. 

“Food prices have taken off, even since 
last summer, and the pensions for the elder¬ 
ly have stayed the same,” Gillespie said. 
“Their hugs of appreciation said it all.” 

The young were also blessed by the 
mission team’s visit, with four days of 
Vacation Bible School focusing on differ¬ 
ent parables of Jesus. About 15-20 children 
filled the Sunday School room at the 
church, where they made crafts, played and 
acted out parables such as the Good 
Samaritan and Jonah and the Whale. On 
the last day of VBS, each child was pre¬ 
sented with a complete set of new clothes. 
“You should have seen the children’s eyes 
light up when the clothes were given out,” 
Gillespie said. 

The next mission to Ekaterinburg, 
Russia is set for Dec. 26-Jan. 5. For more 
information, contact Louisiana Russia 
Initiative Director James Gillespie at (318) 
470-6806 or by e-mail at 
wgilles293@aol.com. 



A recent mission team to Russia worked closely with First United Methodist Church in 
Ekaterinburg to serve area residents. Members of the team are pictured shopping for 
food and other necessities to make food baskets for the elderly and others in need at 
the church. Team members passed out food packages while they were in Ekaterinburg 
following Sunday worship at First UMC. The team went with First UMC’s pastor Rev. 
Olga Kotsuba to visit and work at an orphanage for children with special needs. 


Ministry reaches out 
to Asian Americans 

The Asian American Language Ministry 
Plan is a United Methodist initiative that is 
expanding the church’s reach to Asian- 
American communities across the United 
States. 

Launched in 1996 by action of General 
Conference, AALM has been an important 
resource for developing new ministries as 
well as strengthening existing ones in 
Asian-American communities 

AALM supports exciting and innova¬ 
tive models of mission such as a Chinese 
ministry launched in Louisiana to target 
the area’s growing population of 
unchurched Chinese people. The initiative 
was launched through a collaborative effort 
of the Louisiana Annual Conference, the 
Monroe District, Trinity United Methodist 
Church in Ruston, La., and the United 
Methodist Board of Global Ministries. 

In its first 18 months, the ministry has 
received more than 24 individuals on pro¬ 
fessions of faith, including two respected 
elders and leaders of the mostly Buddhist 
Asian community. In addition, the Rev. 
Joseph Zhong Guo, pastor of the Trinity 
congregation, has established a network of 
small groups that meet monthly for Bible 
study in Chinese in the Monroe and Homer 
areas. This effort is connecting people to 
local United Methodist congregations in 
their own neighborhoods. As such, it is a 
truly a collaborative effort of many local 
churches in the Monroe District to bring 
the Gospel of Jesus Christ and God’s mes¬ 
sage of abundant life to unchurched Asian 
Chinese Americans. 

AALM is responding to the needs of 
the Asian-American community, reaching 
out to the next generation by hosting a 
strategic planning session attended by 12 
Asian-American young adult leaders. 


Helping Others 
With an Unexpected Blessing 



L ife is full of the unexpected. When an 
unexpected blessing turns out to be a 
financial windfall, many United Methodists 
generously think of sharing it with others. 

If you’ve received an unexpected blessing, 
consider these tax-smart giving methods that 
can help you, your family and your church: 

• Donor Advised Fund 
• Charitable Gift Annuity 
• Charitable Remainder Trust 
• Bequest 

Share your blessing. 

Be a blessing. 


kT Ui 

V 


UNITED METHODIST 

Foundation 

- a/* I. tni ij/j/fj- 


“Where Faith and Money Come Together” 


225.346.1535 or 800.256.9317 

information@umf.org 

www.umfgiving.org 
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For the latest 
information regarding 
disaster recovery 
efforts, visit the La. 
Conference web site at 


www.la-umc.org 

or contact the UM 
Disaster Recovery Center 

(225) 346-5193 
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Damage assesors needed for 


The Louisiana Annual Conference is 
responding to the aftermath of Hurricane 
Gustav with recovery supplies, work teams 
and pastoral support. 

United Methodist Committee on Relief 
is currently training Louisiana volunteers to 
serve as damage assessors, with initial 


training sessions held at First United 
Methodist Churches in Baton Rouge and 
Lafayette. 

“Having an adequate number of asses¬ 
sors is the first level of assisting people 
with their needs in storm damaged areas. 
Proper assessment helps us to determine 


storm response 

the number of case managers needed in 
each community,” said Rev. Darryl Tate, 
director of the La. Annual Conference of 
The United Methodist Church Disaster 
Response, Inc. 

See Response, page 3 


Hurricane Gustav 
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A Hurricane Gustav survivior clears a tree blocking the road in front of his Baton Rouge home. This familiar image was seen 
throughout Louisiana in the wake of the dangerous storm that hit the state on Labor Day. Among parishes most deeply affected 
by the storm were East Baton Rouge, Assumption, Terrebonne and Lafourche. Approximately 1.3 million households were left 
without power after Gustav hit the coast as a Category 2 hurricane. The Louisiana Conference has been hard at work providing 
supplies and making arrangements for debris removal for storm victims. 


Louisiana Conference responds to storm needs 


BY KATHY L. GILBERT 

The Revs. Darryl Tate and Don 
Cottrill ran into one of the state’s highest 
government officials at a favorite coffee 
shop on their way to the Louisiana 
United Methodist Conference office on 
Sept. 5. 

Lt. Gov. Mitch Landrieu stopped to 
ask the two pastors for their spiritual help 
in the wake of Hurricane Gustav. 

“He told us he thought the area west 
of the Mississippi River was going to be 


in dire need of food and comfort in the 
coming days,” Tate said. 

Churches and food banks need to be 
prepared to feed people living in poverty 
in those areas because they may face sev¬ 
eral more weeks without power, accord¬ 
ing to Landrieu. 

“We are setting up a meeting on 
Wednesday (Sept. 10) with other faith- 
based groups and food banks to get pre¬ 
pared,” Tate said. 

Landrieu also asked the ministers to 


send pastors to the Pete Maravich 
Assembly Center on the Louisiana State 
University campus in Baton Rouge. 
About 450 disabled and elderly people 
were evacuated to the center and are in 
need of pastoral care, he said. 

“There are a lot of hurting people 
who need spiritual help,” Cottrill said. 

While many are calling Hurricane 
Gustav a “non-event” because it didn’t 
flood the state like Hurricane Katrina in 

See Storm needs, page 7 
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ON THE JOURNEY 


11 We’re Going Public with This” 

I didn’t know how much I would miss Great Plains. 


electricity! My Dad used to say “You never 
miss the water ‘til the well runs dry.” I 
guess that could be edited to say, “You 
never miss the lights till the power goes 
down.” And, Oh, how I missed them. 

I began my new quadrennium as resident 
bishop of the Louisiana Area on Monday, 
September 1. I spent that day watching a 
hurricane blow rain and trees in great swirls 
just outside my study window here at home 
in Baton Rouge! And in the middle of it 
all, about noon I think, the power failed and 
we sat in semi-darkness (because of the 
density of the clouds) and watched more 
and more of the rain and limbs being hurled 
through the air like missiles on their way to 
some point of impact meant for destruction. 
What a way to spend the first day of my 
next four years! 

When it was all over but the shouting, I 
secretly yelled “Praise the Lord! We’re still 
in one piece and so is our house.” And then 
the night began to fall. We had carefully 
stacked the candles, lighter, flashlights, etc. 
in one place and we went to get them so we 
could dine from our cans by candlelight. I 
would like to say it was romantic, but it was 
more eerie than erotic! Somehow I imag¬ 
ined myself to be some pioneer on the 
American frontier, making my way through 
a very dimly lit house, carrying my candle 
for the slightest ray of light and trying not 
to stumble into misplaced items about the 
house. It was almost an adventure! 

Then came the sleeping (which came 
early because there is very little to do if you 
don’t have electricity) and the closeness of 
the still air that couldn’t be fed by air from 
the outside because there are no operative 
windows in our house! I guess the archi¬ 
tect thought there would never be a power 
outage! 

For four days we lived by this pre-power 
schedule and we made it fine. It began to 
get old before it was over, but we didn’t 
suffer any, not really. However, we certain¬ 
ly rejoiced on the evening the lights came 
back on, and with them the return to our 
“normal” way of life. 

Just a few weeks ago we were traveling 
across the great plains of southeastern New 
Mexico, heading toward my hometown to 
pay a visit to the cemetery where my par¬ 
ents are buried. It was late at night and as 
we topped the cap rock, the elevated mesa 
that extends along the eastern edge of New 
Mexico, I said to Kay, “If you’ll look to the 
right those lights are Monument, where I 
grew up. If you look straight ahead those 
lights are Hobbs, where I was bom. If you 
look to the left those near lights are 
Buckeye and those further out are in 
Lovington, the county seat.” All of these 
were a minimum of thirty miles distant, but 
you could see each grouping as clear as day 
across the flat, treeless plains. It was a 
warm feeling just to see the lights of home! 
They were welcoming in a nostalgic way. 
Electric light is a thing of beauty on the 


Here in Baton 
Rouge we have 
missed light of all 
forms. We have 
missed the stoplights. 
There are few that 
“blink a bright red 
and green” and that 
means the traffic is at 
a crawl because every 
intersection with a 
light is now treated as a four way stop. We 
have missed the streetlights. They always 
provide a sense of security in our neighbor¬ 
hood. Without them it is pitch black! And 
even in the darkness we couldn’t see the 
light of the stars because the clouds 
obscured any light from the vast open space 
all about us. Yes, you never miss the light 
‘til the power fails. But when it does, it is a 
very strange phenomenon. 

In the midst of Hurricane Gustav and 
“his” aftermath there have been many 
power failures. From lamps to refrigerators, 
from hair-dryers to toasters, from 
microwaves to washing machines we’ve 
missed the power. But there is one source 
of power that has never wavered, never 
flickered, and certainly never failed, and 
that is the power of almighty God. And the 
light that has shined into our world through 
the Son, Jesus Christ has shone brightly 
from prayer chains, pulpits, helping hands, 
loving gestures, and faithful lives. Jesus 
said, “You’re here to be light, bringing out 
the God-colors in the world. God is not a 
secret to be kept. We’re going public with 
this, as public as a city on a hill. If I make 
you light-bearers, you don’t think I’m going 
to hide you under a bucket, do you? I’m 
putting you on a light stand. Now that I’ve 
put you there on a hilltop, on a light stand - 
- shine! Keep open house; be generous 
with your lives. By opening up to others, 
you’ll prompt people to open up with God, 
this generous Father in heaven.” (Matthew 
5: 14-16, The Message) 

God is smiling because of you, people of 
God! You have not been hidden under a 
bucket! But like those welcoming beams of 
my hometown, you have been a beacon of 
light and welcome to all who has been 
affected by Gustav. You are bringing out 
the God-colors in the world! You have 
gone public with the Good News! You have 
been generous with your lives! May you 
continue to cultivate God’s inner power so 
that the Master will put you on like a gar¬ 
ment and will guide your hands and feet to 
SHINE for him and his kingdom! We are 
not alone. We are not in the dark. We are 
indeed in the midst of the Light! Praise be 
to God! 

In Christ’s love, 

fall 

Bill Hutchinson 



Bishop William 
W. Hutchinson 




Rev. Hulen Warren, pastor of Jefferson UMC in Baton Rouge, loads water and other 
supplies into a van headed for Dulac Community Center. The supplies are part of a 
larger shipment that included flood buckets, cleaning supplies and Pepsi products. 
Acadiana District Superintendent Rev. Roger Lathan, Bishop William W. Hutchinson 
and Rev. Larry Norman, LAVIM director, listen to Diana Dudleson as they visit the 
Sager Brown depot on Baldwin, La. 
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New Song UMC offers comfort, faces damage from Gustav 




Rev. Trey Harris, pastor of New Song UMC in Prairieville, offers communion to parish¬ 
ioners during Sunday morning worship on Sept. 7. Worship services are currently being 
held in a dance studio, but plans are in place for New Song to move operations to the 
warehouse pictured above. Plans to move are temporarily suspended until damage to 
the warehouse, caused by Hurricane Gustav, can be repaired. 


BY BETTY BACKSTROM 

Rev. Trey Harris remembers a time soon 
after Hurricane Katrina. He was serving as 
a United Methodist pastor in New Orleans. 

“My wife, Suzanne, was walking with 
me by property now owned by the confer¬ 
ence. The land is located at Old Perkins 
and Airline in Prairieville. I just felt like 
the Holy Spirit was saying ‘God’s gonna’ 
help us plant a church on that property,”’ 
said Harris. 

A few years down the road, the dream 
has become a reality. 

Harris is the pastor of NewSong United 
Methodist Church, one of three new church 
starts initiated by the Louisiana Annual 
Conference. The new church is worship¬ 
ping in a temporary facility in Duplessis, 
La., but the property on Old Perkins and 
Airline is the site of the future home of 
NewSong UMC. 

When asked about his vision for the 
church, Harris says, “I just see lots and lots 
of people. I see a church that is focused on 
people’s needs.” 

Harris, who is quick to offer that he is a 
recovering alcoholic, believes that 
NewSong is offering a place for people 
who have not found a home in a more tra¬ 
ditional United Methodist church. “They 
like how we do ministry. A postcard that 
we used to advertise the church said, ‘God 
doesn’t care about your past failures, 
foibles and flops.’ We love people right 
where they are.” 

Worshippers who gathered for 
NewSong’s worship on Sept. 7 compared 
notes and shared stories about fallen trees 
and power outages due to Hurricane 
Gustav, which hit the state on Labor Day. 
One member announced that later in the 
day, he and any other volunteers would 
work in Rev. Kathy Ahrens yard to remove 
debris. Ahrens is a deacon appointed to 
NewSong UMC. 

The casual worship service featured a 


praise band and lyrics projected on a 
screen, instead of hymnals. Those attend¬ 
ing were invited to help themselves to cof¬ 
fee anytime during the service. 

“I typically preach in khaki pants and an 
open collar shirt... no ties! People catch 
on quickly to the casual atmosphere,” said 
Harris. 

On quick assessment, Harris projected 
that 80 percent of NewSong’s membership 
consists of young families. “We have 
dozens of kids, and about 12-15 kids in our 
youth group.” 

The kid-friendly atmosphere at 
NewSong is not an accident. “We have 
been very intentional about providing a 
welcoming church. This characteristic is in 
the DNA of NewSong. With every deci¬ 
sion, we have thought about how can we 
reach out in the community,” said Harris. 

Church staff are instrumental in devel¬ 
oping that welcoming “DNA.” “The first 
person I hired was a worship leader, 
because we wanted a very specific style of 
worship. The second person I hired was 
our youth director, who is like the Pied 
Piper for teens. I looked for the right nurs¬ 
ery workers, who are all infant CPR trained 
and have childcare experience,” said 
Harris, who believes that the church’s chil¬ 
dren must be “well taken care of, welcome 
and loved.” 

NewSong UMC will be moving into a 
larger facility in the middle of Prairiville 
off of Airline Highway. 

“We launched with 125 people, and we 
average 100 on any given Sunday. We are 
anxious to move to the warehouse because 
we are currently limited by space,” said 
Harris. 

NewSong UMC hopes to become a 
“regional” church that reaches out to peo¬ 
ple who are disenfranchised or discouraged 
in their faith, added Harris. “We want to be 
a home for people who haven’t found a 
place.” 


Response, from page 1 

As of press time (Sept. 10), the 
Louisiana Annual Conference had 
deployed 60,0000 pounds of ice, bottles of 
water, flood buckets and cleaning supplies 
to affected areas. Those areas include East 
Baton Rouge, Assumption, Ascension, 
Iberville, Terrebonne and other parishes. 
Financial support for these efforts have 
been funded by UMCOR. 

Funds designated for Hurricanes 
Katrina and Rita will not be used in 
response to Hurricane Gustav. 

Louisiana’s Disaster Response Ministry 
is taking phone calls from volunteers who 
wish to serve on chain saw crews which 
will help with tree removal. Preparations 
are being made to house volunteers, start¬ 
ing with a 5 3-foot shower trailer in the 
parking lot of First UMC in Baton Rouge. 

Rev. Erica Jenkins, director of spiritual 
needs for the disaster response ministry, 
recruited pastoral volunteers to meet with 
Gustav evacuees housed at the Pete 
Maravich Assembly Center on the LSU 
campus in Baton Rouge. At the time of 
press, over 150 people were being served 
at that special needs shelter. 


Those wishing to volunteer to serve on 
a chain saw or debris removal team should 
contact the conference disaster response 
office at (225) 346-5193 or (877) 345- 
5193. 

Those wishing to make donations to 
assist with storm response should note that 
for the first time, 10 percent of the funds 
donated will be designated to the restora¬ 
tion of church buildings and needs and 
buildings. 

Open Hearts 
Open Minds 
Open Doors 

Lend a hand to 
your neighbor 
in need! 


To volunteer on a debris removal team, please con¬ 
tact the Louisiana Conference of The United 
Methodist Church Disaster Response, Inc. at (225) 
346-5193 or (877) 345-5193 or email 
laumdisastemnin@bellsouth.net 
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Pictured clockwise, top left: Enterprising 
tree surgeon uses fallen oak to advertise 
for tree removal jobs in Baton Rouge after 
Hurricane Gustav. Sign posted on side of 
delivery truck sends a message of hope 
to Gustav survivors as they receive bags 
of free ice from the Louisiana Annual 
Conference. A volunteer prepares to 
unload the ice, which was distributed in 
the parking lot of Broadmoor UMC in 
Baton Rouge. A worker moves one of the 
thousands of trees knocked down by 
Gustav’s powerful winds, which gusted up 
to 91 miles per hour on Labor Day. Tree 
limbs on top of power lines were a com¬ 
mon sight after the storm slammed into 
Louisiana. 


Hurricane Gustav 2008: Being the Body of Christ 













































September 19, 2008 


Louisiana Conference NiJW! 


5 


for a I 


people in this time of need and uncertainty 



Clockwise: Baton Rouge firefighters respond immediately after Hurricane Gustav blows 
through south Louisiana. Trees, limbs and power lines fell on homes and blocked road¬ 
ways, causing everyday operations to come to a halt in most cities hit hard by the 
storm. Curfews were imposed in cities that suffered major power outages. Clanton 
Chapel UMC in Dulac, La. stands high and dry with flood waters running through the 
street in front of the church several days after the storm. Customers line up outside of 
an Albertson’s grocery store to buy provisions after Hurricane Gustav knocked out 
power in nearly 1.3 million homes throughout Louisiana. Ice and food shortages made 
life after the storm a challenge for storm survivors. Cars line up to receive free ice, 
which was distributed by the Louisiana Annual Conference in several cities hit hard by 
Hurricane Gustav. A painting of the Last Supper hangs on a wall buckled by storm 
water at Shiloh United Methodist Church in Maringouin, after Hurricane Gustav. Photos 
by Sarah Backstrom and Mike DuBose (UMNS). 
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Gustav leaves behind plenty of debris for cleanup 



Shiloh United Methodist Church in Maringouin was devastated during Hurricane Gustav on Labor Day. Bishop William W. Hutchinson toured the sanctuary with representatives of 
the Louisiana Annual Conference and the United Methodist Committee on Relief. Provost Don Cottrill stacks Bibles and hymnals at the church. 


BY KATHY L. GILBERT 

“Beams of Heaven As I Go” and “Thy 
Way O Lord” were the two hymns that the 
congregation at Shiloh United Methodist 
Church was singing on the day before 
Hurricane Gustav ripped off their roof. 

Four days following the Sunday worship 
service, after the winds had died down and 
the rain finally stopped, hymnals were still 
open on the waterlogged piano and colorful 
artwork still hung on the church’s buckling 
paneled walls. 

The scene was poignant as United 
Methodist Bishop William W. Hutchinson 
toured the wind-whipped sanctuary with 
representatives of the Louisiana Annual 
(regional) Conference and the United 
Methodist Committee on Relief. The con¬ 
tingent was visiting churches in the state’s 
hardest hit areas on Sept. 4 to assess dam¬ 
age from the Sept. 1 storm. 

“There is water still coming in,” said 
Hutchison, as he carefully removed pictures 
from the walls and gently placed them in a 
sheltered part of the small African- 
American church in Maringouin, about 25 
miles northwest of Baton Rouge. 

Shiloh suffered the most damage of 
churches visited by the team. The group 
made a driving tour through Maringouin, 
Lafayette, New Iberia, Franklin, Morgan 
City, Houma, Dulac and Thibodaux. More 
areas of Louisiana will be visited in next 
few days as assessments continue. 

“We are going to have to be diligent in 
searching out communities affected by this 


hurricane,” said the Rev. Tom Hazelwood 
of UMCOR. “I am thinking it is going to be 
easy to overlook people who are hurting 
because the damage is not so obvious. We 
are going to have to use our Wesleyan her¬ 
itage and go to the people, not wait for 
them to come to us.” 

The Rev. Lamar Oliver, pastor of Pharr 
Chapel in Morgan City, echoed the thoughts 
of many pastors in the state. 

“It could have been a lot worse,” Oliver 
said as walked the group along the outside 
of the historic church, built in 1878. 

The chapel rode out the punishing winds 
without any of its 91 windows breaking. A 
large tree behind the church spilt in two, 
and a rental building owned by the church 
has roof damage. 

“The patio on the parsonage was lost, 
but that is no big deal,” Oliver said. The 
church led by his wife, the Rev. Erin J. 
Oliver, in nearby Franklin, was also left 
unscathed. 

The Rev. Scott Bullock, First United 
Methodist Church, New Iberia, was helping 
volunteers pack up home-grilled hamburg¬ 
ers to feed National Guard members and a 
VIM team from Indiana who were clearing 
debris under hot, humid skies. 

Sager Brown, a warehouse depot owned 
and operated by UMCOR in Baldwin, La., 
also reported no major problems from the 
storm. Staff and volunteers were evacuated 
to the church’s conference center in 
Alexandria, La., more than 100 miles away. 

Volunteer coordinator Diana Dudleson 



said damage was worse in Alexandria than 
in Baldwin. “It was terrible Monday night 
(Sept. 1),” she said. “The wind tore the 
place apart.” 

Sager Brown is scheduled to reopen for 
business on Sept. 7 when four VIM teams 
are to arrive from Tennessee, Arkansas, 
Florida and Texas. 

A United Methodist Native American 
church and community center in Dulac, La., 
faired better in this storm than in 2005’s 
twin terrors, Katrina and Rita. Dulac is usu¬ 
ally one of Louisiana’s hardest hit areas 
because of its location on the tip of the 
state. 

“I am so relieved,” said the Rev. Amy 
Mercer, deputy director of the Louisiana 
Disaster Recovery Center. Speaking by 
phone to a friend who had worked the past 
three years to repair the church and commu¬ 
nity center, she said “it will probably still 
break your heart but it is not too bad.” 

Seagulls, egrets and mosquitoes made 
themselves at home in the water surround¬ 
ing the Native American church, Clanton 
Chapel, and the community center. Mercer 
said they had just finished renovating one of 
the buildings. 

While not as dramatic as predicted by 
weather forecasters, Gustav was still a very 
damaging storm, Hutchinson said. “I don’t 
want to oversell it or undersell it—because 
the day will come when we will have a 
worst one,” the bishop said. 

The most pressing immediate need is for 
work teams to help clear debris. 


“What we need now are chainsaw gangs 
that can saw wood and get these trees out of 
the way so power can be restored,” he said. 
“There are still some 800,000 people with¬ 
out power in the state.” 

Volunteers also will be needed to cover 
homes with tarps and later with new roofs. 
Cleanup crews and mission teams wanting 
to assist should contact the conference dis¬ 
aster response ministry at laumdisaster- 
min@bellsouth.net or at (225) 346-5193. 

Hutchinson said the conference still has 
two more years of work with Katrina and 
Rita and will add Gustav cleanup and 
rebuilding to that workload. 

“People can volunteer to come work for 
Katrina, Rita or Gustav, and we will keep 
those three separate. I think we are going to 
be able to do what we need to do with the 
structure that is already in place.” 

Mercer said Gustav was an important 
storm—not necessarily because of the dam¬ 
age it left behind but because of the prepa¬ 
ration leading up to it. 

“Louisiana needed to know it could sur¬ 
vive another hurricane, and we did,” she 
said. 

To aid Gustav recovery work, send 
financial donations to UMCOR Advance 
No. 3019695, “Hurricanes 2008, Hurricane 
Gustav.” Make checks to Louisiana Annual 
Conference, and mail to the conference 
offices at 527 North Blvd., Baton Rouge, 

LA 70802 and write the Advance number 
and name on the memo line of the check. 
Credit-card donations can be made online. 



Rev. Larry Norman looks at a large tree that fell on the parsonage at First United Methodist Church in Denham Springs. Residents in Baton Rouge remove fallen limbs that are 
blocking a neighborhood road after Gustav slammed the city. 
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Baton Rouge church houses Red Cross volunteers 


Sept. 8. 

Storm needs, from page 1 
2005, Bishop William W. Hutchinson said 
thousands of people have lost their homes 
due to wind damage or are without elec¬ 
tricity for an undetermined time. 

“A lot of people who live in the river 
parishes in particular have a lot of damage 
to homes, and we are going to need to seek 
out those people,” Hutchinson said in a 
Sept. 5 interview, one day after touring 
damaged areas of southwest Louisiana with 
representatives of the United Methodist 
Committee on Relief. 

Church leaders worry that, as evacuees 
increasingly return home, many people will 
run out of food because many businesses 
are also without power and will not reopen 
for weeks. 

“Pastors in the northern part of the state 
have volunteered to load trailers with food 
and then come here and help deliver it,” he 
said. The food shortage will probably last 
four to six weeks. 


Church leaders emphasize that the Sept. 
1 hurricane, while less harsh than Katrina 
across Louisiana, still left its mark. 

“Each hurricane has its own footprint, 
and every one is different,” Cottrill said. 
“We are continuing to uncover possibilities 
for ministry. 

Tate echoed that. “As United 
Methodists we have John Wesley’s stan¬ 
dard to follow. The world is our parish. We 
will be going out to seek those in need,” he 
said. 

To learn how to assist, contact the con¬ 
ference disaster response ministry at 
laumdisastermin@bellsouth.net or by call¬ 
ing (225) 346-5193. 

To aid Gustav recovery work, send 
financial donations to UMCOR Advance 
No. 3019695, “Hurricanes 2008, Hurricane 
Gustav.” Make checks to Louisiana Annual 
Conference, and mail to the conference 
offices at 527 North Blvd., Baton Rouge, 
LA 70802 and write the Advance number 
and name on the memo line of the check. 


BY BETTY BACKSTROM 

Experienced Red 
Cross volunteers from 
all over the United 
States know that the 
“Broadmoor Hilton” is 
the place to stay in 
southern Louisiana. 

Broadmoor United 
Methodist Church 
earned the nickname 
because of its Christian 
hospitality after hous¬ 
ing disaster relief workers for the American 
Red Cross following Hurricane Katrina 
three years ago. 

The Baton Rouge church is located in 
one of the many areas damaged by 
Hurricane Gustav. The Category 2 hurri¬ 
cane ripped through the city with gusts of 
up to 91 miles per hour on Labor Day. 

The church starting preparing for the 
volunteers four days before the storm hit 
and more than 170 cots lined the gym. Like 
most of the rest of the city, Broadmoor was 
without power on the day after the hurri¬ 
cane, but church and Red Cross volunteers 
managed to keep the kitchen operating to 
feed volunteers, thanks to gas stoves and 
generators. 

Mary Grace Simpson, hospitality chair¬ 
person for the shelter, said members of 
Broadmoor are always eager to support 
Red Cross volunteers. 

“One Sunday morning after Katrina, 
they announced from the pulpit that volun¬ 
teers were needed to wash towels that had 
been used by the Red Cross workers,” said 
Simpson. After the service, members lined 
up to receive bags filled with dirty towels 
to wash, dry and return to the church. 

The church has a long-standing history 
of hospitality during emergencies and 


times of need, according to Michael 
Cockrell, the church’s business administra¬ 
tor. It is the full-time home of an ecumeni¬ 
cal assistance and food program called 
Southeast Ministries. 

“After Katrina, we were able to help a 
lot of families that relocated from New 
Orleans. The church has regular food 
drives that keep our pantries stocked,” 
Cockrell said. 

Cockrell is certain the ministry will 
reach out to those affected by Hurricane 
Gustav, too. “We’ve gotten pretty good at 
hosting dinners for hundreds who are look¬ 
ing for a hot meal at Thanksgiving,” he 
said. 

Red Cross volunteer Brian Flynn from 
Columbus, Ohio, calls 
the people of 
Broadmoor United 
Methodist Church the 
“most hospitable host 
group that he has ever 
worked with” in his 
role as shelter coordi¬ 
nator. 

“When they landed 
at the Baton Rouge air¬ 
port, the experienced 
volunteers all wanted to 
come to the Broadmoor Hilton,” Simpson 
said with a laugh. 

The church’s second-mile hospitality is 
not only helpful and practical, it is spiritu¬ 
ally meaningful to the volunteers, accord¬ 
ing to Simpson, who remembers what one 
volunteer wrote on a paper banner that 
hung in the church following Katrina. 

“He wrote, ‘Church members taking our 
clothes home to wash reminded me of 
Jesus washing the disciples’ feet,”’ 

Simpson recalled. “It makes me cry every 
time I think about that.” 



Mary Grace 
Simpson 



Michael Cockrell 


Tennessee church opens doors to Gustav evacuees 


Kathryn Spry, a volunteer from Hillcrest United Methodist Church, plays with young 
Hurricane Gustav evacuees in the church’s fellowship hall. About 115 evacuees from 
New Orleans are staying at the Nashville, Tenn., church. 


BY DEBORAH WHITE 

Members of Hillcrest United Methodist 
Church learned quickly how to show radi¬ 
cal hospitality when the church became a 
Red Cross shelter for hurricane evacuees 
from the Gulf Coast. 

As members drove up for their early- 
morning worship service on Aug. 31, more 
than 100 people had just arrived on five 
buses from New Orleans to escape 
Hurricane Gustav. “There were people all 
over the place,” said the Rev. Paul Purdue, 
senior pastor, adding that he learned only 
the day before that the evacuees were com¬ 
ing. 

Church volunteers helped the Red 
Cross set up cots in the gym and ordered 
about 85 pizzas when a Red Cross-planned 
lunch was late. They set up a computer 
with Internet access, created a play area for 
children, washed clothes, loaned cell 
phones and drove people to an emergency 
room, dentist and discount store. 

“We have been overwhelmed by people 
in the congregation wanting to respond,” 
Purdue said. 

Gustav was the first emergency for 
which Hillcrest has served as a Red Cross 
shelter since leaders signed up the 
Nashville congregation as a potential shel¬ 


ter site 10 years ago. Hosting evacuees 
“has been really a cool deal,” Purdue said, 
despite the need for flexibility to accom¬ 
modate them in church that draws about 
300 people to worship each week. 

On Sept. 2, for example, the church held 
a special lunch for a grieving family in its 
youth room because evacuees had filled the 
fellowship hall. To make the youth room 
look as warm as possible, however, church 
volunteers and evacuees worked together to 
paint the room. 

Pitching in was a natural response for 
many evacuees, who showed their appreci¬ 
ation to the church by stacking chairs, 
mopping floors, carrying meals and per¬ 
forming other chores. “I appreciate help,” 
said Miguel Castro. “I’ve got to do some¬ 
thing.” 

Shannon Clausen, a carpenter from New 
Orleans, agreed. “I give back. I will do 
anything for anybody,” he said. 

Staying in a shelter is uncomfortable, 
Clausen said, but he appreciated the 
church’s hospitality. “This church is 
straight comfort, straight understanding, 
straight patience—just loving care,” he 
said. 

Blue Torres, a cook, spent much of her 
time reading one of the church’s Bibles and 


helping fold a few clothes as she recovered 
from bronchitis. A volunteer drove her to 
the hospital for treatment. “I’m very grate¬ 
ful,” she said. 

Joyce Butler of New Orleans appreciat¬ 
ed volunteers providing Internet access so 
she could keep in touch with family. She 
drew a small crowd around the computer as 
she displayed her colorful MySpace page. 

Volunteers came from outside the 
church, too. The Rev. Chuck Becher, a 


retired United Methodist pastor, and his 
wife, Peg, drove 78 miles from Woodlawn, 
Tenn., to lend a hand. “I do it because I 
want to keep active,” he said. 

Patty Wilson, a member of First United 
Methodist Church of Nolensville, Tenn., 
volunteered to drive evacuees to a discount 
store after she learned about the shelter at 
Hillcrest. “We felt we needed to be here. 
This is what being a Christian is all 
about—taking care of those in need.” 
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Out of state partners come to our aid in Gustav storm recovery effort 



Helicopters provided by the military carried supplies into storm ravaged areas of the state after Hurricane Gustave slammed into the coastline of Louisiana on Labor Day. Tree 
removal experts, utility trucks, ambulance drivers and other emergency response vehicles streamed into the state to offer aid in the restoration of electrical power and cable servic¬ 
es. Blue skies appeared several days after the storm, an ironic contrast to the devastation left behind after gusting winds and heavy rains pounded many areas of the state. 
Volunteers are gearing up through the Louisiana Conference’s disaster response ministry to assist with tree and debris removal. 


Over 200 attend 
Foundation Workshop 
on Haynesville Shale 

Plenty of information and advice was 
shared with United Methodist landowners 
and pastors at the United Methodist 
Foundation’s recent Haynesville Shale 
workshop, but the underlying themes were: 
1) seek legal counsel before you sign any¬ 
thing, 2) plan ahead to minimize what you 
have to pay Uncle Sam should you receive 
a large payout, and 3) explore ways to 
maximize tax opportunities for yourself 
and your heirs with that windfall. 

The United Methodist Foundation of 
Louisiana hosted a crowd of more than 
200 for an oil and gas workshop and din¬ 
ner on August 19, in response to the recent 
Haynesville Shale natural gas discovery in 
north Louisiana. The workshop was held 
at Broadmoor United Methodist Church in 
Shreveport, where Judge Jay J. Caraway 
and CPA Bill Potter addressed such topics 
as oil and gas leases, legal issues concern¬ 
ing oil and gas, tax issues for owners of 
mineral rights, tax saving opportunities and 
other insights into the Haynesville Shale 
oil and gas activities. 

Oil companies and landmen are racing 
to snag as much property as they can by 
asking landowners to sign oil and gas leas¬ 
es. Many United Methodist members and 
churches have been approached with offers 
of signing bonuses, future royalties and the 
like. The workshop was designed to help 
inform landowners before major decisions 
are made and to advise them about the tax 
planning that large payoffs necessitate. 

Copies of the workshop materials may 
be downloaded and printed from the 
Foundation’s website at www.umf.org, as 
well as a list of experienced oil and gas 
attorneys recommended by the Shreveport 
District Office. 



Rebuilding after Gustav? 

Use your “Methodist Connection’ 

TO GET A LOAN. 


Y our United Methodist Church is part 
of a “co nn ectional” system. We help 
each other. 

Churches and other United Methodist 
institutions can get help with a loan from 
the United Methodist Foundation of 
Louisiana for their rebuilding, remodeling 
or renovating needs. Loan benefits: 

• Can be secured by deposits or real estate 
• No points or origination fees 
• Attractive interest rates 
• Simple application process 


Get Connected. 

Call for more information today. 


225.346.1535 or 800.256.9317 

information@umf.org 

www.umfgiving.org 
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To volunteer with the 
Louisiana UM disaster 
response effort 
email 


laumdisastermin@bellsouth.net 

or call (877) 345-5193 


or visit the Conference 
website at 


www.la-umc.org 



Hurricane Ike / 4-5 



Magnolia UMC / 6 



Blackwater UMC / 7 
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Conference raises funds for storm flood buckets 


Recent efforts within the Louisiana 
Annual Conference to raise funds and col¬ 
lect items for flood buckets resulted in a 
total of $97,687 or 2,171 buckets collected. 
The buckets will be used throughout the 
connection in areas recently affected by 
flooding, including our own state of 


Louisiana. 

“Children in Vacation Bible Schools 
brought their offerings; youth groups took 
this on as a project; people worshipping in 
our churches prayed for those effected by 
the high water and then left their gift at the 
altar,” said Rev. Ramonalynn Bethley, New 


Orleans District Superintendent. “The peo¬ 
ple of the Louisiana Annual Conference 
know what it is like to mop up after a 
storm. They have either had water in their 
church or home, or have been a part of a 

See Flood Buckets, page 8 


Hurricane Ike 



Glen Verret, a resident of Dulac, La., stands on the porch of his home damaged by Hurricane Ike as he visits with John 
Paul McGuire, a volunteer for the Louisiana Conference disaster response ministry. Just one year ago, Glen and his 
wife Mathilda were finishing repairs to damages caused by Hurricane Rita in 2005. A large part of the restoration was 
completed with the help of teams and resources provided through United Methodist efforts. Staff working for the La. 
Conference of the UMC Disaster Response, Inc. have promised to help the couple with repairs from this latest storm. 


‘It’s like Rita all over again’ said 


BY BETTY BACKSTROM 

Just one year ago, Mathilda and Glen 
Verret of Dulac, La. worked side by side 
with volunteers who were installing cabi¬ 
nets for a new kitchen in their home. 
Their house, like so many others in the 
small Native American town, had been 
destroyed by Hurricane Rita in 2005. 

Today, Glen Verret looks at those 
same cabinets, checking to see which can 
be salvaged and which will need replac¬ 
ing. Verret’s home was flooded during 
Hurricane Ike, which slammed into the 


Texas-Louisiana coastline as a Category 
2 storm on Sept. 13. 

Ahead of Ike’s landfall, low lying 
areas such as Dulac felt the brunt of the 
storm surge, which re-flooded areas 
affected by Hurricane Gustav just two 
weeks prior. Most of Louisiana’s 250- 
mile coast was flooded by the second 
storm. 

“It’s like Rita and Katrina all over 
again,” said Verret, who has already start¬ 
ed cleaning out the house and covering a 
leaking roof with tin. 


storm victims 

After a week of assessing storm dam¬ 
age, John Paul McGuire, a volunteer for 
Louisiana’s disaster response ministry, 
believes that in Dulac, the damage from 
Ike is worse than the damage from Rita. 

“It’s heart breaking,” said McGuire. 
“Houses that were not elevated after Rita 
are now back to ground zero.” 

Hurricane Gustav, which hit Dulac 
hard on Labor Day, produced tremendous 
wind damage to homes in this small 

See Dulac, page 7 
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ON THE JOURNEY 

“The Cockeyed Cross” 


The cross atop St James Episcopal 
Church in downtown Baton Rouge is 
now aslant. It was perfectly straight, 
reaching its arms parallel to the ground 
before September 1, 2008. But after 
Gustav’s winds roared through and 
applied their abnormal force, it now 
looks a little cockeyed and it’s arms are 
at an angle in relation to the street below. 
It has stood in splendor for some 150 
years or more, pointing humankind who 
passed under it to the upward way. But 
now it is a reminder that even the cross 
can sometimes be buffeted by adversity 
until it is knocked a little off its intended 
course, at least for a season. 

Only a few days after Gustav, 
Hurricane Ike pounded ashore at 
Galveston, Texas and brought with it 
massive flooding all along the Louisiana 
coast. Churches and homes and busi¬ 
nesses that had begun to recover from 
the visit of Rita some three years ago 
were once again inundated and crippled. 
In my visit to the hardest hit areas along 
the southwestern coast I didn’t see any 
leaning crosses, but I did encounter lean¬ 
ing spirits of the followers of the cross! 
Already weary recovery workers, from 
Sabine Pass to Grand Isle were asking 
the question, “What foolishness is this?” 
“We had hoped we were through with 
this kind of thing for a while, but now 
we are right back where we started three 
years back.” All I could do was hold 
their spirits in the spirit of prayer and 
speak words of comfort, hope and prom¬ 
ise that we would overcome this one too. 

All the while, that cockeyed cross at 
St. James keeps looming in my vision. 
And the words to a secular song from the 
Rogers and Hammerstein musical, 

“South Pacific”, keep running through 
my mind. “You can call me a cockeyed 
optimist and it isn’t even spring.” 

We’ve all been knocked a little off bal¬ 
ance by the spate of storms that have bat¬ 
tered our lives in September. But, we 
will reenter the sunshine once again as a 
stronger, wiser and more pliable people. 
We may have our cross-arms beat up a 
little, and they may be a bit askew from 
what we like, but they are still out¬ 
stretched and still beckon the weary 
ones, saying “Come unto me and I will 
give you rest.” 

I had the urge to look up the meaning 
of “cockeyed” because I didn’t want to 
imply something about the cross that I 
didn’t mean. And when I read that this 
word also means, “slightly crazy or fool¬ 
ish” I knew why it had been implanted in 
my reflective thought. Of course the 


cross is “cockeyed” 
or “foolish!” Paul, 
the great missionary 
of the church said so 
himself! “For the 
word of the cross is 
folly (foolishness) to 
those who are per¬ 
ishing, but to us who 
are being saved it is 
the power of God . . 

. . Has not God made foolish the wisdom 
of the world? . . .For the foolishness of 
God is wiser than men, and the weakness 
of God is stronger than men. . . . God 
chose what is foolish in the world to 
shame the wise, God chose what is weak 
in the world to shame the strong, God 
chose what is low and despised in the 
world, even things that are not, to bring 
to nothing things that are, so that no 
human being might boast in the presence 
of God. . . Let him who boasts, boast of 
the Lord.” (I Corinthians 1: 17-31, 
RSV) 

When I look at that tipsy cross on the 
steeple of St. James I now see it as a 
wink from God. It’s like the Holy One is 
bending over us, picking us up, encour¬ 
aging us and giving us the assurance of a 
Holy wink that says, “Don’t let this 
throw you! Maybe now is the time for 
more and more people to come to belief 
in me because faith and trust in anything 
else is truly foolish. Don’t go out and 
boast of what you can do and/or will do 
for people, but go out and boast about 
me and how I have brought you through 
and I will bring them through too.” 

So, the relief and recovery work con¬ 
tinues from before and begins anew. We 
are a strong and faithful church, filled 
with people of strong and faithful belief. 
Not everything about these storms makes 
sense, nor is it comfortable. But, one 
thing is for sure. That cockeyed cross is 
driving us, sustaining us and delivering 
us! Let’s offer its leaning arms to others 
that they can be wrapped in its foolish 
embrace and brought to wholeness them¬ 
selves even if their physical lives are tom 
asunder once again. 

God bless you as you make this fool¬ 
ishness a part of your journey! 

In Christ’s Love, 


Bill Hutchinson 

fall 



Bishop William 
W. Hutchinson 



Baton Rouge District clergy built the frame for the district-wide Habitat build 
going up near LSU. United Methodist churches throughout the district will be 
sending teams to work on the house on Wednesdays and Saturdays during the 
fall. Revs. Ken Reed (United Methodist Foundation of Louisiana), Tom Crosby 
(retired), Bill Moon (Blackwater UMC), Lee Allen (Broadmoor UMC), and Ralph 
Ford (BR District Superintendent) are pictured with two unidentified volunteers 
nailing the frame together on Wednesday, Sept. 24. The frame was raised that fol 
lowing Saturday. 


Churchs severly damaged by 
Hurricanes Gustav and Ike 


Churches 

Clanton Chapel UMC in Dulac 
(Acadiana district) 

First UMC in New Roads 
(Acadiana district) 

Shiloh UMC in Mallelieu (Acadiana 
district) 

Woodlawn UMC in Napoleonville 
(Acadiana district) 

First UMC in Donaldsonville 
(Acadiana district) 

First UMC in Lutcher (Acadiana 
district) 

Horseshoe Drive UMC in 
Alexandria (Alexandria district) 


First UMC in Denham Springs, 
parsonage (Baton Rouge district) 
Grand Chenier UMC in Grand 
Chenier (Lake Charles district) 
Wakefield UMC in Cameron (Lake 
Charles district) 

Church Properties 

The Wesley Center in Woodworth 
(damage to roof, leaking in 
Stafford Building) 

Camp Istrouma in Greenwell 
Springs (damage to director’s 
residence) 


Louisiana ConferenceiT^/ 

William W. Hutchinson Resident Bishop 

Don Cottrill Provost 
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Louisiana Conference NOW! is the newspaper of the Louisiana Annual 
Conference of The United Methodist Church and is published twice a month. 
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527 North Boulevard 
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‘We were almost finished in Abbeville’ 


The week before Labor Day, the 
Abbeville station hosted what they thought 
would be the final volunteer team in 
Hurricane Rita recovery for their area. A 
sign in the office at Abbeville UMC read 
“Help Us Finish!” Then Gustav and Ike 
roared through Louisiana. 

“The volunteer team was from 
Memphis, Tennessee,” explained station 
manager Barbara Abshire. “They were 
going to finish all the major work, and we 
expected to have small things to finish with 
the homeowners’ friends and family 
Shelton’s supervision by the middle of 
October.” Shelton Breaux, site manager, is 
a former industrial arts teacher. 

Ongoing work was going to focus on 
the Lake Charles and Dulac areas. A long 
term volunteer team from CRWRC 
(Christian Reformed World Relief 
Committee) was expected to begin in mid- 
September. The two new storms changed 
everything. 

Just a few days after Ike made landfall 


in Galveston Texas, spreading damage in 
southwest Louisiana close on the heels of 
the wind and water of Gustav, UMCOR 
Sager Brown delivered flood buckets to 
Abbeville and other locations and the staff 
began relief work. 

John Vining, pastor at Abbeville UMC, 
has been deeply involved in the ministry 
over the past three years. “We’re doin’ 
okay,” he said. “This certainly brings back 
memories, but we’re ready to gear up. It’s 
so sad to see these homes damaged. But 
we did it once and we can do it again. 

“This time I think we are better pre¬ 
pared to meet the needs sooner,” he contin¬ 
ued. 

UMCOR staff will be meeting with 
partner Louisiana Conference Disaster 
Recovery Ministry to discuss the next steps 
for the ministry and how to access 
resources for the newly-damaged areas. 
Work will continue as planned for Katrina 
and Rita recovery work at both the south¬ 
west and southeast stations. 



As the Southwest station team from the La. Conference of the UMC Disaster 
Response, Inc. toured in Cameron Parish, they saw houses rebuilt from Rita that 
were severely damaged by Hurricane Ike. Mobile homes were shredded by storm 
wind, water and wave action. Photos by Susan J. Meister/UMCOR 



An enterprising pup with a survivor’s instinct swims to safety through flood 
waters in Sweetlake, La. After Hurricane Ike, residents of Southwest Louisiana 
towns face damages similar to those incurred with Hurricane Rita in 2005. 


Southwest La. station shifts focus to relief work 


BY SUSAN J. MEISTER 

For the last three years, the Southwest 
Louisiana Station of UMCOR partner 
Louisiana Conference Disaster Recovery 
Ministry has been helping clients rebuild 
homes damaged from Hurricane Rita. In 
early September, when Hurricanes Gustav 
and Ike battered the Louisiana coast, 
Barbara Abshire directed her staff to tem¬ 
porarily refocus their efforts on bringing 
clients relief items until they could concen¬ 
trate on long term recovery again. 

“We need to do this,” Abshire said. “We 
need to bring our clients hope.” 

The week after Hurricane Ike, UMCOR 
Sager Brown, the relief supply depot in 
nearby Baldwin, delivered flood buckets 
and health kits to several Louisiana loca¬ 
tions, including Cameron Parish and 
Abbeville. At Abbeville UMC, flood buck¬ 
ets were stacked four high all along the 
walls of the education wing. In Cameron 
Parish, flood buckets were distributed at 
Sweet Lake UMC, along with health kits, 
tarps, water, and MREs (Meals Ready to 
Eat). Lake Charles staff loaded up a truck 
and began to drive through Cameron Parish 
to give items to homeowners who were at 
their damaged homes. 

Lake Charles site manager Kevin 
Hodge drove by house after house that the 
Recovery Ministry had worked on with 
volunteer teams in the last three years. 
Brick homes were under five or more feet 
of water. Homeowners who were able to 
return had already begun to move all their 
ruined belongings to the street and try to 
wash the smelly mud out of their homes. 
Mobile homes were virtually shredded by 
the action of the water, wind and waves. 

Hodge drove down Dan Street in 
Cameron. “We had redone every house of 
this street,” he said, as he recalled the 
names of all the homeowners he had assist¬ 
ed. At the end of the street, Hodge stopped 
at a two story home that was just complet¬ 
ed by a volunteer team from Georgia. “The 
homeowner was going to house volunteers 
on the first floor for us,” he sighed. 


At another home, a displaced coffin 
from a nearby cemetery was lodged at the 
foot of the stairs. Many roof shingles were 
gone, and Hodge suspected that rain had 
leaked in. A nearby storage pod with the 
owner’s belongings was simply gone. 

“These poor people,” muttered Candyce 
Smythe, the volunteer coordinator, who is a 
native of the Cameron area. “This is way 
worse than Rita.” 

The staff drove by several more homes 
and passed out flood buckets and water to 
homeowners. They watched their time 
carefully in order to meet a 6 pm parish 
curfew. While they were driving, Abshire 
was discussing a trip to Dulac with her 
team. Case manager Landie Thompson had 
been in touch with 34 of his 47 clients in 
that area. All of them had additional signif¬ 
icant damage from Gustav and/or Ike. 

“Pictures - even video - can’t describe 
what it’s like,” Thompson said. 

Erica Jenkins is the Coordinator of 
Spiritual and Emotional Care for the disas¬ 
ter response ministry. She came by the 
Abbeville office to offer encouragement to 
the staff and lead a devotion. 

“It is so hard to see what you put 
together come apart,” she said. “I am con¬ 
cerned about the staff and what they’re 
going through. We need to take care of our¬ 
selves as we move forward.” 

“Our specialty is long-term recovery,” 
Abshire added. “While we need to do relief 
work now, I want us to temper our 
response. We want to have energy for 
rebuilding. 

“No matter what, we must give kind¬ 
ness and compassion freely,” Abshire con¬ 
tinued. “I want people to remember the 
United Methodists for the listening that we 
do.” 

Meetings in the next several weeks will 
define the next steps for the Southwest 
Station and its offices in Lake Charles, 
Abbeville and Dulac. As assessments are 
completed, the area will be ready to host 
volunteer teams. 
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Hurricane Ike devastes Gulf Coast properties, but 
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Photos clockwise from above: Staff from the Abbeville station poses with 
UMCOR volunteers and National Guardsmen after unloading a truckload of flood 
buckets and health kits. A shrimp boat is washed onto the road in Dulac, La. Kim 
Hebert discusses relief supply needs in Cameron Parish with case manager 
Landie Thompson at Sweet Lake UMC. The sanctuary of Wakefield UMC stands 
devastated after Ike came on shore. The church had nearly finished the recon¬ 
struction process after Hurricane Rita. First UMC in DeRidder, though buffeted by 
storm winds, claims “victory” over recent hurricanes. Family photos, rescued 
from a flooded home, dry out on the trunk of a car. 
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not the indomitable spirit of our coastal citizens 




Photos clockwise from left: Rev. Larry 
Miller removes debris from house 
fooded by Hurricane Ike. The storm, 
which followed nearly two weeks 
behind Hurricane Gustav, left cars sub¬ 
merged by flood waters. Rev. Larry 
Norman, director of Louisiana 
Volunteers in Mission, tears water- 
soaked walls and insulation out of a 
flooded home. Doris Billiot works with 
another volunteer to muck several 
inches of mud out of the Dulac 
Community Center. Three thousand 
pounds of ice, 11 pallets of beverages, 
500 flood buckets, and 500 medical 
kits were distributed by volunteers at 
First UMC in Thibodeaux. The supplies 
were provided by United Methodist 
Committee on Relief. A road sign wel¬ 
coming travelers to Cameron Parish 
tells the dramatic story of high winds 
and flood waters that inundated the 
parish during Hurricane Ike. 


First UMC - Thibodeaux 



BY COLIN CAMO 

(THIBODAUX)-Five hundred flood 
buckets towered over the courtyard of First 
United Methodist Church in Thibodaux, 
several days after Hurricane Ike hit the 
coast of Louisiana. 

Three thousand pounds of ice, 11 pallets 
of beverages and 500 medical kits were 
also delivered that afternoon. 

The supplies, provided through the 
United Methodist Community on Relief 
(UMCOR), were sent from churches and 
individuals throughout the United States. 

“Bill Crawford, pastor of First 
Presbyterian Church here in Thibodaux, 
sent an e-mail out about how he had a con¬ 
nection with a church in Point Aux Chien 
and how they were experiencing a lot of 
flooding,” said Rev. Donnie Wilkinson, 


pastor of First UMC. “I called on 
Thursday, Sept. 11th and the first delivery 
was on Tuesday.” 

The church is a good distribution point 
for supplies, said Wilkinson. Ministers in 
the hurricane wracked are still checking the 
surrounding areas for people in need. 

A flood bucket contains items one 
would expect to need for flooding like 
sponges, soaps and gloves, but it also con¬ 
tains other helpful items like dust masks, 
insect repellent and air freshener. 

Church members volunteered during the 
distribution, some even delivering supplies 
to people who could not drive in. Lady 
Pierson, who took items to homes in the 
Johnson Ridge neighborhood, said “In 
Jesus name, if this is what I can do. Its just 
a little thing, but if it helps.” 
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Weekend of the Cross serves the Northshore area 


The inaugural Weekend of the Cross 
serving the Northshore area was held in 
July of this year in St. Tammany and 
Tangipahoa parishes. Similar events in 
Ruston, Shreveport/Bossier and Gonzales 
were also held this summer. 

During the Northshore Weekend of the 
Cross, 105 participants from 10 churches 
across south Louisiana took part in this 
youth mission experience. During the day, 
the group worked on 13 different work 
sites. Duties consisted of painting, general 
carpentry repair and building three wheel¬ 
chair ramps (including an 80 foot ramp in 


two days). In the evenings, the group wor¬ 
shiped at St. Timothy UMC in Mandeville 
with guest musicians Mark’d from Ruston 
and guest speaker Deech Kirk from 
Brentwood, Tenn. 

The weekend was jointly sponsored by 
the Baton Rouge and New Orleans 
Districts, and was supported by grants from 
YSF and Peace with Justice. The 2009 
weekend will be held July 23-26. For more 
information, contact Ben McGehee at ben- 
mcgehee@gmail.com or (985) 862-7452 or 
Jack O’Dell at (985) 981-2334. 



The inaugural Weekend of the Cross serving the Northshore area was held in 
July of this year. Pictured above is a group of United Methodist youth building a 
ramp in Ponchatoula, La. 


Hope Ministries hosts authors of NY Times best seller 


(BATON ROUGE) — Ron Hall and 
Denver Moore, authors of the New York 
Times best-selling book “Same Kind of 
Different as Me,” will speak at the River 
Center Theatre for the Performing Arts on 
Monday, Nov. 3 at 7 p.m. This event called 
The Power of HOPE will benefit United 
Methodist HOPE Ministries, a Capital Area 
United Way member agency serving the 
impoverished in Baton Rouge. 

The book tells the incredible true story 
of a modern-day slave who worked the cot¬ 
ton fields in Louisiana, an international art 
dealer and the unlikely woman who bound 
them together, 

The Power of HOPE will help raise 
awareness of the issues faced by so many 
in need - homelessness, generational 
poverty, race relations. Those same issues 
are very real for many underserved fami¬ 
lies who work with HOPE Ministries. 
HOPE’S unique volunteer-driven Client 
Choice Food Pantry and Family Mentoring 
Program help families become self-suffi¬ 
cient through individualized support, finan¬ 
cial education and life skills training - all 
of which are provided in a dignified envi¬ 
ronment focused on empowering families 
to make sound decisions. 


“Same Kind of Different As Me” books 
are available on HOPE’S website at 
www.hopebr.org or by calling (225) 355- 
0702. ($15 paperback, $ 22 hardback) 
Tickets for The Power of HOPE go on sale 
at Ticketmaster on Sept. 15 for $25 in 
advance or for $35 at the door. 

For more information about the event or 
about HOPE Ministries, please contact 
Janet Simmons at (225) 355-0702 or email 
at jsimmons@hopebr.org. 



Authors Ron Hall and Denver Moore 


Two positions open at First UMC - Denham Springs 

First United Methodist Church, Denham Springs is seeking a Part-Time 
Youth Director and a Part-Time Director of Music. The Youth Director will 
plan, coordinate and facilitate the youth program for 6th grade through 
high school. The Director of Music will lead the music for a 300-member 
church and direct the Chancel Choir. This person will also supervise paid 
and volunteer music staff. Contact Rev. Bob Deich at (225) 665-8995 or 
bob@fumc-ds.org for further information. 



Church volunteers from Magnolia UMC in Greenwell Springs, La. are shown 
transporting and caring for residents of Riverbend Nursing and Rehabilitation 
Center in Belle Chase. Residents of the facility evacuated to the church, which 
served as a shelter for the center during Hurricane Gustav. 


Magnolia UMC opens hearts 

BY KATHY L. GILBERT AND VICKIE CARNEY 

Magnolia United Methodist Church 
opened its doors to 100 neighbors after 
Hurricane Gustav crashed into south 
Louisiana on Labor Day. 

The neighbors came from Riverbend 
Nursing and Rehabilitation Center and 
most are over 70 years old. In addition to 
the people, dogs, cats and even a rabbit 
found refuge at the church. 

“It is wonderful for our church to be 
able to help. In the best of times the elderly 
are often forgotten, but even more so dur¬ 
ing a crisis,” said the Rev. Frank 
Pennington, pastor of the Greenwell 
Springs, La., church located just a few 
miles outside of Baton Rouge. 

“It is a little overwhelming but we are 
happy to offer a place for the patients and 
staff,” he said. “This is a good church and 
the people are glad to help.” 

Evacuees arrived Saturday in front of 
Hurricane Gustav, which was reported to 
have winds as high as 115 miles per hour. 

In the aftermath of Hurricane Katrina 
three years ago, Riverbend had no place to 
go. The center, located near Belle Chase, 
took on eight inches of water in the cen¬ 
ter’s buildings during that storm. The 
church took them in at that time. 

Pennington said the evacuation to the 


to nursing home residents 

church was pre-arranged this time and the 
church will be there for them when the 
next hurricane roars through. Church mem¬ 
bers donated hundreds of hours to add on 
handicapped bathrooms and showers, as 
well as renovating the kitchen. 

The evacuees received three meals a 
day and laundry was done at local laundro¬ 
mats. Everyone slept on twin mattresses 
housed in the gymnasium. 

The center’s Director of Nursing Dena 
Armstrong commented, “Staying here is 
like staying at the Hilton, because every¬ 
thing you ask for you are given.” A screen 
was requested so the clients could have pri¬ 
vacy. Randy Foster, church director of the 
evacuation center and a carpenter, drew up 
the plans and worked on a screen all day, 
finishing the project by that evening. 

The displaced animals were housed in 
the Scout Hut behind Magnolia UMC’s 
sanctuary. During the height of the storm, a 
tree crashed into the hut. Miraculously, the 
animals and a Riverbend staff member who 
was comforting her cats remained 
unharmed. 

Louisiana’s governor said Gustav was 
much worse than Katrina for some parts of 
Louisiana and was a double hit to many of 
the areas hurt most by Hurricane Rita. Rita 
trailed Katrina and hit Sept. 25 just weeks 
after Katrina in 2005. 
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Blackwater UMC hosts 

John Massara, a Red Cross volunteer 
from Illinois, has “never met nicer people” 
than the members of Blackwater United 
Methodist Church in Central, La., just out¬ 
side of Baton Rouge. 

Massara recently served as site manager 
for a Red Cross volunteer shelter, housed at 
Blackwater UMC during hurricanes Gustav 
and Ike. 

“The church has taken good care of us,” 
said Joe Baysa, Red Cross volunteer and 
night manager for the shelter. “The have 
cooked delicious meals for us. They have 
washed our laundry. And they’ve given us 
love.” 

Rev. Bill Moon, pastor of Blackwater 
UMC, said that hosting the Red Cross vol¬ 
unteers has truly been a church-wide effort. 
“One of the things that our guests have 
enjoyed most is our good Louisiana cook¬ 
ing. Our lay leader, Dwayne blank, and 
Ben Browning with our United Methodist 
Men worked with other men from the con¬ 
gregation to make big pots of jambalaya 
and red beans to serve the Red Cross work- 


Red Cross volunteers 

ers,” said Moon. 

One of the volunteers who hails from 
California said that the delicious Louisiana 
cuisine caused her to “put on a few 
pounds” during her stay at the shelter. Not 
accustomed to the tradition of cooking 
such local dishes in large iron pots, she 
said, “It was neat to see the guys cooking 
the food in those big cauldrons.” 

The Red Cross volunteers staying at 
Blackwater were largely involved in meal 
preparation and delivery, damage assess¬ 
ment and some supply distribution. At the 
time of this interview, some of the volun¬ 
teers who had arrived in Baton Rouge prior 
to Gustav were being deployed to Texas 
and other parts of Louisiana to assist with 
relief efforts from Hurricane Ike. 

Rev. Moon pointed out that Blackwater 
UMC had served as a Red Cross volunteer 
shelter during relief efforts for Katrina and 
Rita. “The church is committed to helping 
out in this capacity. It is one way that we 
can offer Christian hospitality to those who 
have traveled so far to help us out.” 




Rev. Bill Moon, pastor of Blackwater UMC in Central, La., top right, leads a group 
of Red Cross volunteers in prayer. Volunteers from all over the country were 
housed by the church, which served as a shelter during Gustav and Ike. 
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Dulac residents Mae Gregorie and her 93-year-old mother visit with Daryl Guy, 
manager of the Dulac station for the La. Conference disaster response ministry, 
and John Paul McGuire, a volunteer for the ministry. Residents of the town, 
which flooded during Ike, take a boat to their home due to high water. 


Dulac, from page 1 
shrimping town. “Many of the homes that 
are elevated received water damage when 
roofs were tom off, and rainwater poured 
into the houses,” said McGuire. 

Dulac residents Paul and Mae Gregorie 
elevated their home to 10 feet above sea 
level after Hurricane Rita. The United 
Methodists sent teams to install a new 
kitchen and a parquet wood floor. 

Mae now looks at the floor, warped by 
rain water. The water entered the home 
after a tornado spawned by Gustav lifted 
the roof and set it back down. Water- 
soaked insulation is bowing the ceiling, 
which leaked during the storm. 

McGuire and Daryl Guy, manager of 
the Dulac station for the La. Conference 
disaster response ministry, assured Paul 
and Mae that United Methodists will return 
to help them restore their home. 

“They did everything the right way. 
They elevated the home to avoid flooding, 
yet Gustav caused serious wind damage,” 
said Guy. 

Complacent because the first storm did 
not cause extreme flooding, many Dulac 
residents decided to stay when they heard 
that Hurricane Ike was approaching. 
“Terrebonne Parish was under a voluntary 
evacuation order. It was never mandatory,” 
said McGuire. 

A large number of those that stayed 
evacuated as flood waters began to rise. 

“T-Boy (Paul) and I were going to stay, 
but when I saw the water coming, I could¬ 
n’t leave my mother here,” said Mae, nod¬ 
ding toward the 93-year-old woman stand¬ 
ing beside her. “We were taken out by boat. 


By the time we left, the water was past my 
knees.” 

Doris Billiot was busy helping other 
volunteers move several inches of mud out 
of the Dulac Community Center, which sits 
across a flooded road from Clanton Chapel 
UMC and next to a newly constructed vol¬ 
unteer center. The group was preparing to 
receive a shipment of flood buckets that 
will be distributed out of the center to local 
residents. 

“This is the kind of mud that is in a lot 
of the houses,” said Billiot, whose home 
escaped the flooding because it is elevated. 

Unfortunately, Billiot’s home did not 
escape the wrath of Gustav. A tornado hit 
her home, causing significant roof damage. 
A tarp, quickly put up, prevented a large 
amount of destruction by rainwater. 

The La. Conference of The UMC 
Disaster Response, Inc. is ramping up to 
receive work teams that are needed for 
debris removal and restoration of many 
homes in Dulac. Teams will be hosted in 
the new volunteer center, built with 
UMCOR finding. “The building was con¬ 
structed at a high enough elevation to avoid 
flooding,” said Guy. 

An amazing spirit of determination is 
felt when visitors speak to the Native 
American people whose families have 
lived in this small town for generations. To 
move away from the area, despite recurring 
hurricanes, is for many, unthinkable. 

Glen Verret expressed the sentiments of 
many Dulac residents when he said, 

“We’ve done this once; we’ll do it again. 
They’re not gonna chase us from the 
bayou.” 
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Bishop makes plea 
for Africa University 

This is a letter of special appeal and 
request. Africa University is in a financial 
crisis. 

As all of you undoubtedly know, 
Zimbabwe is a country in economic crisis. 
Their inflation rate is running officially at 
more than 11 million percent! That is very 
difficult to conceive, and even more diffi¬ 
cult to deal with on the part of the 
University. The students, of which there 
are some 1,300, are now being charged 
tuition and room and boarding fees month¬ 
ly, just to deal with the uncertainty of the 
value of the currency. 

Africa University is asking for our 
prayers for them and for the country. They 
also are asking that we help out financially 
by paying our Africa University apportion¬ 
ment as soon as possible. 

I am asking that you pay your Africa 
University apportionment IN FULL with 
your next payment to the conference 
office. If you haven’t made a payment at 
all, please make your first payment be this 
fund. 

Thank you for your help in this special 
need. 

In Christ’s love, Bill Hutchinson 

Grambling Wesley 
to host gala 

The Wesley Foundation of Grambling 
and the campus ministry’s Board of 
Directors will sponsor its first gala, 
“Campus Ministry: the Gift That Makes a 
Difference” on Oct. 14 at 6:30 p.m. in the 
Trinity Center of Trinity United Methodist 
Church in Ruston. 

The gala will feature artists such as 
Grambling’s alumni song star Chad Harry, 
Trinity UMC’s own Rev. Beth Love 
Tu’Uta, a local ensemble known as 
Practicing for Heaven, Shanta Lewis of St. 
Lucien, and Rev. Connie Breaux. 

Proceeds from the gala will provide 
program support for mission in campus 
ministry and higher education of our 
young adults in campus ministry who are 
matriculating at GSU. The ministry is 
independently sponsored by a Wesley 
Foundation grant and individual donations. 

For more information please contact 
Rev. Connie Breaux at (318) 202-5410 or 
email cbreauxdia@yahoo.com. Donations 
may be mailed to GSU Wesley/United 
Campus Ministry, 1000 W. Woodward 
Ave., Ruston, LA 71270 to the attention of 
Dianne Wilkinson. 

Flood Buckets, page 9 

work team that has helped in the clean up 
efforts; so they responded and responded 
generously.” 

A list of donating churches will be pub¬ 
lished in the Oct. 17 Louisiana Aow/Funds 
raised or numbers of buckets provided by 
district are as follows: Acadiana, $4,464.52 
or 99; Alexandria, $9,720 or 216; Baton 
Rouge, $17,400.08 or 387; Lake Charles, 
$8,653.44 or 192; Monroe, $20,783.29 or 
460; New Orleans, $27,120.25 or 603; 
Shreveport, $9,646.31 or 214. 


Discerning the call event set for Oct. 18 - 


19 at the Wesley Center 



Rev. Danile Hixon visits with students at The Wesley Center on ULL’s campus. 


Rev. Daniel Hixon, currently serving as 
the Wesley campus minister for University 
of Louisiana at Lafayette, began consider¬ 
ing a life in professional ministry while 
attending LSU in Baton Rouge. 

During his years at LSU, Hixon became 
involved in the Baptist campus ministry, 
and eventually starting leading small 
groups. 

“I started going to First United 
Methodist Church in Baton Rouge during 
my sophomore year. I got involved in 
church life, including working as a 
Children’s intern and a Youth intern. I 
began living into what it’s like to work at a 
church,” said Hixon. 

During that time, he met Bishop 
William W. Hutchinson, the Episcopal 
leader for the Louisiana area. “Bishop 
Hutchinson invited me and encouraged me 
to go to the Discemer’s Academy,” said 
Hixon, who attended the Academy in 2003. 

The event helped Hixon in several 
ways. “It built up excitement about a deci¬ 
sion for ministry,” he added. “The process 
of discernment is hard. Anything you can 
do to leam to listen better is helpful. I 
enjoyed being in a retreat setting, with no 
TV and no computer to distract me,” said 
Hixon, who is currently a provisional elder 


in his second year. 

Hixon pointed out that conference 
events like the Discemer’s Academy and 
Discerning the Call surround participants 
with other people asking similar questions. 

The next Discerning the Call event will 
be held Oct. 18-19 at The Wesley Center in 
Woodworth, La. Discerning the Call is an 
exploration event for persons between 16 
and 25 years of age interested in profes¬ 
sional ministry. 

The opening session for the next 


Discerning the Call begins Saturday, Oct. 

18 at 9 a.m. The registration fee is $25, and 
$40 provides the lodging for Friday night 
of the event. Those interested in the event 
should contact Rev. John Edd Harper at 
(225) 346-1646. Participants should send a 
completed registration form (download 
from the conference website at www.la- 
umc.org) and a check made out to the 
Louisiana Annual Conference. Mail to Rev. 
John Edd Harper, 527 North Blvd., Baton 
Rouge, LA 70802 
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Core Leasing Area 


IT’S A MODERN DAY 

Goud Rxjsii ! 

Free workshop for landowners! 

Learn how to take advantage of one of the largest 
discoveries of natural gas in our state’s history. 

Come to our free workshop to hear oil and gas 
professionals discuss the following and more: 

• Understanding the gas lease 

• Legal and tax issues concerning natural gas 

• How to minimize income, gift and estate 
taxes 


United Methodist Foundation of LA 
Haynesville Shale Workshop 

Thursday, October 9, 2008 — 6:00 p.m. 
Broadmoor United Methodist Church, Shreveport 


UNITED METHODIST 

FOUNDATION 

■ - o f Louisiana - 

“Where Faith and Money Come Together” 


Seating is limited and reservations 
are required. Call or email: 
225.346.1535 or 800.256.9317 
information@umf.org 

For a free brochure, go to www.umf.org 
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Bishop Schnase presents at Shreveport event 



To volunteer with the 
Louisiana UM disaster 
response effort 
email 

laumdisastermin@bellsouth.net 

or call (877) 345-5193 
or visit the Conference 
website at 

www.la-umc.org 
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More than 250 people heard keynote 
speaker Bishop Robert Schnase at the 
Leadership and Effective Management 
Conference held at First United Methodist 
Church, Shreveport Sept. 23-25. 

Schnase, bishop in residence for the 
Missouri Area, spoke about the five prac¬ 


tices that churches should employ to 
become more effective. His book, Five 
Practices of Fruitful Congregations, has 
become widely read throughout the con¬ 
nection. 

Although the ideas of hospitality and 
worship are not new, the concepts of “radi¬ 


cal” hospitality and “passionate” worship 
can cause a shift in focus and energy for 
local churches, according to Schnase. 

“What we do and how energetically we 
do it contributes to the overall direction of 

See Bishop Schnase, page 7 


Providing Relief 



The La. Conference of the UMC Disaster Response, Inc. has been involved in debris and tree removal, tarping dam¬ 
aged roofs and delivering nearly $500,000 worth of emergency supplies to people throughout the state affected by 
Hurricanes Gustav and Ike. An UMVIM Emergency Response Team from North Carolina removes a fallen tree in the 
Greater Baton Rouge area. Conference volunteers assisted with mass distribution of ice and water to areas of the 
state that were without water and electricity for weeks after the storms hit. 

Louisiana disaster ministry responds to storms 


BY BETTY BACKSTROM 

The La. Conference of the UMC 
Disaster Response, Inc. is assessing com¬ 
munity needs in the wake of Hurricanes 
Gustav and Ike. “A lot of the response 
work that was completed after Rita was 
undone by Hurricane Ike,” said Rev. 
Darryl Tate, director of the disaster 
response ministry. 

A grant for UMCOR funding to sup¬ 
port response work in the wake of 
Hurricanes Gustav and Ike has been sub¬ 


mitted and is under review. The grant is 
asking for assistance in Iberville, 
Assumption, Ascension, Lafourche, 
Terrebonne and Cameron parishes. The 
disaster response ministry is currently 
hiring additional case managers and proj¬ 
ect managers (construction personnel), in 
addition to seeking unmet needs funding 
for clients in these devastated areas. 

Rev. Darryl Tate, director of Louisiana 
Conference of the UMC Disaster 
Response, Inc. voiced concerns about the 


amount of funding that might be received 
because giving is down, nationally. 

“It makes sense because the economy 
is down and this new need comes closely 
on the heels of major response efforts for 
Hurricanes Katrina and Rita,” said Tate. 

In a recent edition of The United 
Methodist Reporter, Rev. Sam Dixon, 
deputy general secretary of UMCOR, 
was reported as saying, “With Katrina, 
we had steady news coverage for a week, 

See Relief, page 7 
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ON THE JOURNEY 

A Little Good News! 


I believe it was the “Canadian 
Songbird” Anne Murray who sang the 
song that contains the lyric, “Sure could 
use a little good news today.” (Ever 
since I incorrectly attributed the line 
from “It Might as Well Be Spring” to the 
musical South Pacific, I am overly cau¬ 
tious about being definite as to the origin 
of some of the lyrics that lurk in my 
mind!) It seems like a song that could be 
reintroduced today! 

Here we are in the worst financial cri¬ 
sis since the Great Depression! (I’ve 
always marveled at how we capitalize 
that phrase.) The political election is just 
about to drive everyone to the brink of 
intolerance. My two football teams lost 
this weekend - Oklahoma and LSU. The 
costs for Hurricanes Gustav and Ike are 
rolling in and we again face BILLIONS 
of dollars of loss as a state. The wound 
on the top of my head broke loose from 
its stitches and now I have a gaping hole 
there. And it is now dark in the morning 
when I get out to do my exercise. What 
else could go wrong? 

Yes, we sure could use a little good 
news today. Well, I have some! 

A few years back, I believe in 2003 or 
2004, we had two seminars here in our 
Conference in “Faith Sharing” led by Dr. 
Eddie Fox and Dr. George Morris. One 
was in Baton Rouge and the other in 
Ruston. At each of them Dr. Fox chal¬ 
lenged us to provide the monies to build 
a new United Methodist Church in 
Bulgaria - a nation just emerging from 
Communist rule and eager to restore the 
churches that had been lost when the 
Communists took over. Dr. Fox asked 
for the amount of $40,000 to be raised 
and we did it! I stood in amazement as 
the monies were either given right on the 
spot, or were pledged by churches and 
individuals. 

Because the permission to build a 
church in Bulgarian cities is so difficult 
to obtain, even in this new day, the build¬ 
ing of the church Louisiana was paying 
for was delayed for a few years. 
However, in the past year the permit to 
build in Veliko Toumovo, the former 
capital city of Bulgaria, was granted. It 
was granted to build on the property 
owned by the Methodist church before 
the Communist regime and the oldest 
Methodist property in the country. This 
beautiful new church was completed just 
a few weeks ago. 

On Sunday, September 21,1 had the 
blessed joy to stand in the pulpit of that 
newly completed church and preach the 
consecration sermon for the new build¬ 
ing! It was a great day! Kay was able to 
be with me. Dr. and Mrs. Eddie Fox 
were there, as were Bishop and Mrs. Bob 
Fannin. Officers from the World 


Methodist Council - 
Dr. John Barrett, 
British Methodist; 
Bishop Mvume 
Dandala, All Africa 
Council of Churches 
and Bishop from 
South Africa; and 
Bishop Heinrich 
Bolleter, retired 
Bishop of Central 
and Southern Europe - also were pres¬ 
ent. We sang very familiar hymns, only 
in Bulgarian, and I was surprised to sing 
“Revive Us Again” as their favorite 
hymn! I wish you could have heard 
“Hallelujah, Thine the glory, Hallelujah 
Amen! Hallelujah, Thine the glory, 
Revive us again,” in all those different 
languages! 

And then we read together what has 
become known as “the Bulgarian 
Psalm,” - Psalm 124.1 invite you to go 
immediately to your Bible and read this 
beautiful and apropos Psalm! What a 
beautiful blessing it was to celebrate the 
truths of this ancient Word among a peo¬ 
ple who have lived a life to which it 
speaks so profoundly. 

I don’t know when I have been any 
more touched by worship and celebration 
than I was that day in Veliko Toumovo! 
And it was made possible by YOU - the 
United Methodists of Louisiana. Out of 
your generosity and your commitment to 
mission and outreach, a people who have 
lived for years under oppression and 
repression are now free to worship as 
they desire and without fear of reprisal. 
And they are worshipping in a beautiful 
building paid for by YOU! Bulgarians, 
Turks and Gypsies, all are now worship¬ 
ping in a United Methodist Church made 
possible by YOU. And that is more than 
a “little,” that is an “EGAD sized” piece 
of Good News! 

Praise be to God that in the midst of 
everything that seems wrong and/or 
bleak, we can look to God’s goodness 
and say with the Psalmist, “Blessed be 
the Lord, who has not given us as prey to 
their teeth! oWe have escaped as a bird 
from the snare of the fowlers; the snare is 
broken, and we have escaped! Our help 
is in the name of the Lord, who made 
heaven and earth.” (Psalm 124: 6-8, 

RSV) 

In Christ’s Love, 

fell 

Bill Hutchinson 



Bishop William 
W. Hutchinson 



Shown at the deacons’ event are Revs. Lucinda Warren, Linda Joseph, Micky 
Cloud, Hugh Devo and Barbara Einsel. 


Deacons spend “day apart” with the Bishop 


Deacons of the Louisiana Conference 
gathered Oct. 2 at the Wesley Center for 
“A day apart with the Bishop.” Bemadine 
Johnson, chair of the order of deacons for 
the new quadrennium, hopes that this will 
become an annual gathering. In attendance 
were many of the deacons in frill connec¬ 
tion, probationary deacons and retired dea¬ 
cons. The day opened with worship led by 
Janet Cavalier, Ann Trousdale and Dawn 
Young. The scripture focus for the morning 
was Matthew 10:5-27 as read from 
Peterson’s “The Message,” which included 
the admonition “Stay alert. This is haz¬ 
ardous work I’m assigning you. You’re 
going to be like sheep running through a 
wolf pack.” Worship concluded with a 
devotional that compared deacons to 
“Lego” building blocks, and those gathered 
constructed a “Lego” representation of 
their connectedness. 

Bishop Hutchinson then led the deacons 
through a series of discussions on the four 
focus areas for the upcoming quadrennium 
and a discussion of sacramental authority 
for deacons voted on at General 
Conference. The bishop then led the group 
through a spiritual journey of Reuben Job’s 
Three Simple Rules. The four areas, as 
determined by the Council of Bishops and 
the Connectional table are developing prin¬ 


cipled leaders for the church and the world; 
creating new places for new people (new 
church starts and revitalization of existing 
churches); engaging in ministry with the 
poor; and combating the diseases of pover¬ 
ty by improving health worldwide. The 
Bishop specifically charged the group to 
consider how the deacon could bring the 
needs of the world to the attention of the 
church. 

The group discussed the fact that the 
overall purpose of the sacramental authori¬ 
ty legislation was to extend the church to 
the world, through the varied roles of the 
deacon. The consensus was that when 
agreement is reached as to guidelines and 
structure of this authority that they should 
be towards the purpose of directing the 
Deacon in their primary appointment, 
rather than attempting to stop or discontin¬ 
ue a behavior or practice that may or may 
not occur. 

The final discussion exploring Three 
Simple Rules centered around what addi¬ 
tional things could be done by members of 
the group to 1) do no harm, 2) do good, 
and 3) to stay in love with God. 

The deacons shared Holy Communion 
and each received a beaded reminder of the 
day created by Amy Mercer. 
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Louisiana UMW member finds career as bail bondsperson 


BY BETTY BACKSTROM 

Taylor Phillips, 76, is a typical member 
of United Methodist Women. 

She is very involved in her local unit at 
Mallalieu United Methodist Church in 
Jennings, Louisiana. 

Taylor is devoted to her family, which 
spans five generations starting with her 94- 
year-old mother, Bessie and ranging down 
to Taylor’s great-grandchildren, who live in 
Atlanta, Georgia. 

She is remarkable in how she takes care 
of herself, walking two miles a day, reading 
two newspapers daily, and finishing eight 
to 10 books every year. 

Also remarkable is her service to United 
Methodist Women. Taylor has been a 
UMW officer for 25 years, and has served 
as Dean and Assistant Dean of the School 
of Christian Missions. Taylor has attended 
two national seminars, three jurisdictional 
meetings, three assemblies and two nation¬ 
al seminars. 

Most atypical about Taylor Phillips is 
the fact that in her professional life, she 
works as a bail bondsperson. And as Taylor 
puts it, she has been “in the business” for 
20 years. 

“I got into this line of work because a 
lawyer that I know asked me to do this. In 
his opinion, there were not enough women 
who were doing this sort of thing. He had 
discovered with clients that it was uncom¬ 
fortable for women who found themselves 
in jail over a speeding ticket to contact a 
man in the middle of the night looking for 
assistance with bail,” said Phillips, who 


added that it wasn’t always safe, either. 

So Taylor studied for the test that she 
would need to take to become a bail 
bondsperson. “I only missed one half of a 
question,” she said with a laugh. 

Phillips currently works as an independ¬ 
ent agent for a firm in the Alexandria, 
Louisiana area. 

Phillips believes that her work is 
uniquely connected to UMW’s mission 
focus on the prevention of abuse toward 
women and children. Largely, her clients 
are women and teenage boys. 

“I am helping these people,” said 
Phillips. “But, I don’t fool with anyone in 
the drug business. For the most part, they 


are repeat offenders. I have seen people 
lose their homes over crimes related to 
drug use and distribution.” 

She also chooses not to work with 
accused rapists. “From what I have seen, if 
they get out of jail, they will do it again,” 
said Phillips. 

She once received a call on a $150,000 
bond for a man that had been accused of 
raping an 11-year-old girl. Taylor decided 
not to take the client. “He did manage to 
get out on bond. When he left the jail, he 
went straight out to find the 9-year-old girl 
that had told authorities about the rape. Out 
of vengeance, he raped her. He was not out 
of jail three hours before the second crime 
was committed,” said Phillips. 

For her clients under the age of 21, most 
of Taylor’s work has to do with arrests for 
unpaid traffic tickets, loud music and dis¬ 
turbing the peace. “In south Louisiana, 
everyone was to ‘pass a good time’ and 
have tun. Unfortunately, some of the 
teenagers don’t realize that that could get 
you in trouble. On occasion, they will 
arrest you for playing loud music in your 
car, especially if you are running the streets 
after 12 midnight or 1 o’clock in the morn¬ 
ing,” she explained. 

One young man that Taylor assisted was 
a college student. He was riding in a car 
with his friends, making noise and playing 
loud music. “After we posted bail, I sat 
down and talked with him. I told him he 
shouldn’t be hanging around with those 
boys. I told him, ‘Your goals are different. 
If you get a record, it sticks with you.’” 

The boy went on to finish college, and 


another young man went into military serv¬ 
ice. 

Taylor assisted a young man in getting 
out of jail. She talked to him about turning 
his life around. “He explained that he want¬ 
ed to go into the shrimping business. I told 
him that he should go to college first. He 
didn’t exactly take my advice, but he did 
eventually go to trade school. And then he 
was able to fulfill his dream of entering the 
shrimping business,” said Phillips. 

Many young people do not understand 
that even if they have not committed the 
actual crime, their presence at the scene 
makes them accessories to the crime. “I tell 
them, ‘You don’t want to get caught in 


these situations. You need better friends!’ 
After something happens, these young peo¬ 
ple have this offense on their record. And 
every time they apply for a job, or a check 
is run on their name, this record will appear 
because the national crime lab has the 
information,” said Phillips. 

Taylor finds her job very rewarding. 
“The people that I have helped usually 
thank me for being so nice to them. They 
also know that they can always depend on 
me. Many bail bondspersons won’t make 
the trip to jail for a minor offense, because 
there is not enough money to be made in 
writing the bonds,” she said, add that her 
goal is to keep families together. 

She also finds her job frustrating at 
times. “Too often, people don’t understand 
the consequences of their actions.” 

Taylor recounted the story of one family 
where every member was arrested for steal¬ 
ing clothes out of a washateria. “These kids 
had been in trouble before, mainly because 
of the mother’s influence. Most of the kids 
that I get are not repeaters. But the mother 
of these kids had taught her children to 
manipulate and take advantage of others. 

A sad part of Taylor’s job is witnessing 
the cycle of physical abuse toward women 
and how rarely the cycle is broken. 
“Women who are abused by their husbands 
are quick to bail their abusers out of jail, 
and then drop the charges. I try to help 
them, advising them to go to women’s 
shelters for their own safety. Some have 
gone, and maybe stayed the weekend. 

Some get some counseling. Others claim 
that they are going to file for divorce, but 
eventually they get back on the same track, 
becoming victims of abuse again and 
again,” said Phillips. 

Often, the woman’s in-laws or the par¬ 
ents of the perpetrator try to influence these 
women on behalf of their son. “They’ll tell 
the children that their father is in jail and 
that if she would, their mother could get 
him out. They try to drive a wedge in the 
family, rather than trying to get help for 
their son. So often, the women fall to this 
pressure, bail the abuser out of jail, and 
take him back into the home,” she said. 

Taylor has been able to incorporate her 
faith in working with people who are 
searching for answers and a way to start 
their lives on the right path. “One of my 
clients expressed a desire to know more 
about church and God. So I arranged for 
him to be picked up every week and taken 
to my church for services. I told him that 
we would help him out as long as he 
behaved himself, didn’t get out of line, and 
didn’t smoke in the car,” said Taylor, in her 
own inimitable style. 

After attending for six months, the man 
finally joined the church. “He struggled 
with the decision. In the beginning, he was 
lonely because none of his old friends were 
coming to see him. I told him that it was 
because he was changing his life for the 
better, and they wanted to lead him down 
the wrong path. I told him that God was 
testing his faith, but that the rewards would 
be great,” said Taylor, who is convinced 
that churches need to take a more active 
role in preventing violence against women 
and children. 

“Our pastors must preach about the pre¬ 


vention of violence from the pulpit. We 



UMW member Taylor Phillips, 76, is a 
bail bondsperson in her professional 
life. Taylor has been able to incorpo¬ 
rate her faith in working with people 
who are searching for a way to start 
their lives on the right path, 
should offer anger management courses in 
churches and in schools. Women must be 
taught to have self respect. Some say that’s 
not the church’s business, but by offering 
these kinds of workshops and classes, you 
may be saving a person’s life,” she added. 

Taylor has observed that contrary to 
public belief, not all abused women are 
poor or stuck in an underprivileged situa¬ 
tion. “Some of these women have good 
jobs. One client of mine is a CPA, another 
is a computer specialist. The women that 
have higher income try to hide the abuse 
because of shame,” said Phillips. 

She also believes that penalties for 
abuse should be greater, but points out that 
simply locking up the criminal won’t help 
society’s current situation. “Offenders 
should be required to attend anger manage¬ 
ment classes and receive counseling. In 
most cases, the abusive behavior stems 
from drug and alcohol abuse. These crimi¬ 
nals must be required to enter programs to 
end their addictions,” she added, stating 
that by saving the perpetrator’s body and 
physical being, we just may save his soul. 
“God’s spirit cannot dwell in a contused 
body. When you are healthy, there is noth¬ 
ing to distract you from making disciples 
for Jesus Christ, doing justice and walking 
righteously.” 

Taylor remembers participating in the 
study offered by United Methodist Women 
addressing the alarming trend of increasing 
numbers of incarcerated women. “Children 
don’t get the right kind of training. If socie¬ 
ty can’t provide it, the church should be 
helping children in positive ways. We must 
actively campaign for children.” 



Taylor Phillips is pictured, center, with other participants of a United Methodist 
Women’s event. 
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Piles of rubble lay outside the walls of Wakefield United Methodist Church in Cameron after Hurricane Ike flooded the city of Cameron and much of Louisiana’s coast¬ 
line. The church structure, which had been destroyed during Hurricane Rita in 2005, was nearly rebuilt when Ike hit on Sept. 13 of this year. Water soaked walls have 
already been torn out and plans are in place to rebuild Wakefield UMC from this point. Rev. James Moore, pastor, walks the church grounds with church officials. 


Cameron area churches affected by Hurricane Ike 


Rev. James Moore and his wife Marlene 
were on vacation when Hurricane Ike 
slammed into Louisiana’s coastline on 
Sept. 13. 

The Moore’s rushed home to find that 
over 28 inches of water had flooded the 
home they were living in at Hebert’s 
Landing in Cameron Parish. 

“We’ve been through this before. The 
church parsonage is still destroyed from the 
effects of Hurricane Rita. This spot was our 
temporary home,” said Moore, who is cur¬ 
rently staying with his wife in the city of 
Lake Charles. 

The determined pastor is already plan¬ 
ning the restoration of Wakefield and 
Grand Chenier UMCs, his two-point 
charge respectively in Cameron and Grand 
Chenier, La. 

Wakefield’s structure, which had been 
destroyed during Hurricane Rita in 2005, 
was nearly rebuilt when Ike hit the area just 
over a month ago. 

Water soaked walls have already been 
tom out and plans are in place to rebuild 
Wakefield from this point. 

“Right now, we’re looking at installing 
break-away walls on the bottom floor,” 


said Moore. The lower floor currently 
includes the sanctuary, Sunday school 
classrooms and a fully functional kitchen. 
“We may ultimately move the worship area 
to second floor area.” 

The waterline at Wakefield UMC hits at 
about five feet. “The water came in by 
stages, exacerbated by the tides. The storm 
hit land on Saturday, and it was Monday 
before things dried enough for vehicle traf¬ 
fic,” said Moore. 

Grand Chenier UMC, located east of 
Cameron, fared better with only three inch¬ 
es of water and mud settling in the sanctu¬ 
ary. “We have pulled out the carpet and the 
air conditioner is running. Work has begun 
to restore things, but we will need addition¬ 
al help,” said Moore, who added that St. 
Luke Simpson UMC in Lake Charles will 
be housing volunteer disaster response 
teams. 

What many people don’t realize, said 
Moore, is the extent of the damage that Ike 
caused in Louisiana. “We got water where 
we didn’t get water for Rita. Louisiana 
experienced the equivalent of a surge from 
a Category 5 hurricane.” 

The self reliant “can do” attitude of 


people living on Louisiana’s coastline still 
prevails, added Moore. “Everyone pulled 
together to clean out and re-stock Brown’s, 
the store in Hackberry. Everywhere you 
look, people are working hard to come 
back from Ike.” 

As with Hurricane Rita, Sweetlake 
UMC has served as a distribution site for 
flood buckets, bottled water, MRE’s and 
tarps. Sweetlake is located further north, 
between Cameron and Lake Charles. 

The Louisiana Conference disaster 
response ministry is working with local 
authorities, assessing area needs and work¬ 
ing on debris removal and light demolition. 

The church is also responding, as it did 
after Hurricane Rita, to the emotional and 
spiritual needs of those affected by this 
most recent storm. 

“There are two different reactions by the 
locals to this kind of tragedy. Either they 
escape through work and football, or the 
disaster sends them in the direction of the 
church. I’ve noticed since Rita, that even at 
purely social gatherings, conversations are 
centering more around the need for church 
and a faith life,” said Moore. 

The presence of The United Methodist 


Church in this hard hit coastal area has 
been a lifeline for many. 

After Hurricane Rita, the disaster recov¬ 
ery ministry played a major role in debris 
removal and reconstruction. 

Sweetlake UMC was a major distribu¬ 
tion site for everything from water to food 
to clothing. 

Just as they did after Rita, local church¬ 
es are working with ecumenical events 
which deal with the emotional stress that is 
inevitable after such a disaster. 

On Oct. 30, Rev. Moore will be working 
with local city and church officials as they 
host a conference on dealing with Post 
Traumatic Stress Disorder. The event will 
largley be attended by members of law 
enforcement, clergy and those working 
with volunteers. 

Moore adds that, despite the suffering, 
many positive things have come out of 
these events. “Area churches are now 
working closer together on providing phys¬ 
ical, spiritual and emotional support to area 
residents. Also, when you’re wiped out for 
a second time, material things just don’t 
seem as important any more. Stuff is just 
stuff.” 



Fall is in the air, and local churches throughout the Louisiana Conference are sponsoring Pumpkin Patches as fundraisers for youth programs and mission initiatives. 
Customers will buy pumpkins, enjoy storytelling, participate in face painting and pumpkin carving. Support your local church pumpkin patch . . . it’s for a good cause. 
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First United Methodist in Baton Rouge shows hospitality to disaster response teams 





MAKING A DIFFERENCE 
NEW ORLEANS 
December 5-6, 2008 

Alders gate UMC, Slidell—Kp worth Center 
Please go to hllp://la-umc.org 
to register individuals or a team 

Making a Difference - Lake Charles 
Pall 20419 



First UMC in Baton Rouge is housing early response teams assisting with tree 
and debris removal throughout the city. The capital city was severely impacted 
by Hurricane Gustav. Clockwise, a trailer on loan from the Virginia Conference 
provides hot showers for volunteers, and the church has provided daily meals 
for every team. A team from North Carolina staying at First UMC clears trees that 
fell during the Labor Day storm. Members of the team from North Carolina are 
pictured, left to right, Cindy Lundy, Rev. Mike Duncan, homeowner Mrs. Peebles, 
Katherine Huffman, Charles Jones, Bob Smith and Wayne Huffman. 


Rev. Mike Duncan, pastor of Pisgih 
Trinity United Methodist Church in North 
Carolina, jokingly dubbed his UMVIM 
Early Response Team (ERT) as a “DERT” 
team. 

Cindy Lundy, team member from St. 
Luke’s UMC in Hickory, North Carolina, 
said, “If you see us later in the day, you 
will understand why.” 

The team, which was already on their 
second job site for the day, had good rea¬ 
son for showing a little perspiration. As a 
matter of fact, this hard working emer¬ 
gency response team had been to five work 
sites in the Baton Rouge, La. area in four 
days. 

Throughout their stay, the group was 
hosted by First United Methodist Church in 
Baton Rouge. To date, the church has 
housed and fed nearly 70 disaster response 
volunteers who have removed trees and 
debris from homes hard hit by winds from 
Hurricane Gustav. Gusts of up to 91 miles 
per hour leveled thousands of trees during 
the Labor Day storm, littering the capital 
city that is still hauling away tons of debris 
left in the storm’s wake. 

The members of Rev. Duncan’s early 
response team were complimentary of First 
UMC’s congregation and church staff. 
“They are all so friendly and gracious. 
Everyone has gone out of their way to 
make us comfortable,” said Lundy. “Coffee 
was ready for us every morning, as well as 
breakfast and sandwich items. Best of all, 
having a hot shower and a meal at the end 
of the day was wonderful.” 

Karen Stagg, mission coordinator for 
First UMC, gave special kudos to church 
member Margaret Tyler who has done a lot 
of the menu planning and preparation. 
“Margaret is an excellent cook, and has 
prepared many meals including barbeque 
and red beans and rice.” 

Every Wednesday evening, the church 
holds worship and provides a meal for 


those attending. “The food is always excel¬ 
lent. We serve at 5 p.m., so we usually 
make plates for any team members staying 
at the church because they like to keep 
working as late in the day as they can,” 
said Stagg. 

A necessary comfort at the end of a long 
day of is a hot shower. The Virginia 
Conference has loaned Louisiana’s disaster 
response ministry a portable trailer outfit¬ 
ted with 10 showers. The trailer, parked in 
First UMC’s parking lot, has been put to 
good use by hard working volunteers. 

Team members were impressed with the 
level of activity at the church. “There’s an 
amazing amount of activity at the church— 
never a dull moment,” said Wayne 
Huffman, a Lutheran from North Carolina 
who is serving with the team. 

Rev. Duncan enjoyed a tour of the 
church’s second hand shop, which is spon¬ 
sored by the elder ministry of First UMC. 
Two members of the XYZ Club (eXtra 
Years of Zest) showed him the shop, and 
explained that over $10,000 in profit had 
been raised last year through store sales. 
Those funds go directly to support First 
UMC’s mission efforts. 

Like so many others, Mike Duncan’s 
early response team has provided labor and 
supplies to victims of Hurricanes Gustav 
and Ike, which slammed back-to-back into 
Louisiana’s coastline. 

So far, groups from Tennessee, Ohio, 
North Carolina and north Louisiana have 
been housed at the church. “These teams 
have worked so hard removing trees and 
tarping roofs on churches and on individual 
homes. It has been an inspiration for 
church members to see their diligence and 
generosity, and their willingness to travel 
so far to help us.” 

“Every homeowner has been so appre¬ 
ciative,” said Duncan, adding, “But teams 
need to keep coming. There is an incredi¬ 
ble amount of work left.” 
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From the Pew 

BY CAROLYN DOVE 

For the past 20-plus years, I have been associated with the 
Daughenbaugh Matheny Scholarship Fund, administered through the 
Conference Board of Laity. Since I’ve spent so many years dealing 
with this and other scholarships, imagine my surprise when I was doing 
research and realized there was so much about the scholarship that I 
didn’t know. . . I thought I knew everything about the scholarship! 

Did you know that Centenary College has an archivist at the Magale 
Library that will go to the basement and do research for you? Did you 
know that the Howard L. Daughenbaugh Memorial Scholarship Fund 
was set up in 1950 at Centenary for young women interested in careers 
in Christian Education and Service? It wasn’t until 1987 when the 
Thomas H. Matheny Scholarship was combined with the 
Daughenbaugh Scholarship that young persons (not just women) could 
apply for a scholarship to attend Centenary or Dillard Universities. 

Let me share with you some more “Did You Know Facts.” Shaun 
Jackson of Shady Grove United Methodist Church in Mansfield is now 
a doctor and his little sister Chasity is following in his footsteps as a 
physician and four year recipient of the Daughenbaugh Scholarship. 

Annie Smith of Calvary United Methodist Church in Thibodaux was 
a four year recipient of the Daughenbaugh Matheny Scholarship while 
attending Dillard University. Annie graduated from Dillard University 
in 2004 with a degree in psychology. Currently, Annie is a professor of 
psychology at the University of Texas El Paso. She will graduate in 
December 2008 with her PHD in clinical psychology. 

When asked what the Daughenbaugh Matheny Scholarship meant to 
her, Annie said, “As an undergraduate it made me feel good about 
myself. The United Methodist church support gave me that extra boost 
to do well and succeed.” 

Revs. Marie and John Williams have sent all three of their children 
to Centenary with the help of the Daughenbaugh Matheny Scholarship. 
James Williams goes by the title of Dr. James Williams now; Sarah is 
Sarah Williams Shoup, a deacon in the church; and Jared Williams is 
finishing an internship toward his Masters of Divinity degree. 

The Daughenbaugh Matheny Scholarship Fund has helped Jonathan 
King, Drew Sutton, Katie McKay, Joe Robideaux, Megan Saucier and 
Darrius Hills (to name a few) fulfill their desire to serve the church as 
United Methodist ministers. 

The recipients of the Daughenbaugh Matheny Scholarship Fund are 
serving the church through music, Christian education and administra¬ 
tion. They serve their communities as teachers, nurses and Christian 
business persons. I don’t know about you but I’m sure proud to have 
learned some of the “Did You Know Facts” about the Daughenbaugh 
Matheny Scholarship. 

When your district begins their campaign to raise funds for the 
Daughenbaugh Matheny Scholarship Fund, please join the campaign 
with a grateful heart that the Lord has provided an opportunity for us to 
support the young people that are leading and will lead our church into 
the future. 


Conference raises funds for storm flood buckets 


W. T. HANDY CONVOCATION 2008 
Youth & Young Adult Component 
November 21 - 22, 2008 

featuring 



Preachers: 

Rev. Vance P. Ross, Deputy General Secretary 
GBOD, Nashville, TN 

Bishop William W. Hutchinson, Louisiana Area 
The United Methodist Church 


Name: 


Address: 


Phone: 


E-mail: 


Church/District: 


Checks Payable to: Louisiana Annual Conference 
Mail to: Office of Multicultural Ministries 

527 North Blvd. Baton Rouge, LA 70802 


Speakers: 

Rev. LeKisha Reed 
First Grace UMC 

LeSheena Simmons 
NO East Cooperative Parish 

Rev. Ossie Clark 
St. Mark UMC 

Rev. Eugene Hebert 
St. Peter-Mallalieu UMC 

Michael Caffery 
Urban Ministries—NOLA 


Event Location & Lodging Info 

The Wesley Conference Center 
2350 Methodist Parkway 
Woodworth, LA 71485 
318-449-4500 

Lodging . $60.00per person 

- 4 meals per person included - 
Off-campus registration $ 20.00 per person 

Late Nisht Options 

Lriday Night Lights: The Block Party 

Featuring: DJ Tony “Groove ” 

The Soul Cafe 

- spoken word, poetry, neo-soul - 

3 on 3 Hoops 
The Hub 

- karaoke & improv - 

Additional Info: 

www. la-umc. org/handy.php 
cindyscott@la-umc. org 
225-383-3144 

Sponsored by: 

LA Conference Office of Multicultural Ministries 


Recent efforts within the Louisiana 
Annual Conference to raise funds and col¬ 
lect items for flood buckets resulted in a 
total of $97,687 or 2,171 buckets collected. 
The buckets will be used throughout the 
connection in areas recently affected by 
flooding, including our own state of 
Louisiana. 

Those churches contributing and district 
totals, by district, include: Acadiana 
($4,464.52), Abbeville, Berwick, Briggs, 
Clanton Chapel, Covenant, Faith 
Community, First in Houma, First in 
Lafayette, First in New Roads, First in 
Plaquemine, Fitzgerald, Hartzell, Louisiana 
Memorial, Lydia, Memorial at Mathews, 
Mt. Zion, Patterson, Pharr Chapel, St. 

Mark, St. Paul in Waxia, Wesley in 
Napoleonville, and Woodlawn; Alexandria 
($9,720), Asbury in Natchitoches, Bayou 
Chicot, Belah, Cheneyville, Colfax, 

Couley, First in Boyce, First in 


Natchitoches, First in Pineville, Horseshoe 
Drive, Lahey Chapel, Lecompte, Liberty 
Chapel, Mt. Zion, Newman, Nolley 
Memorial, Oak Grove, Palestine, Pollock, 
Provencal, Sanders Chapel, Vidalia and 
Weaver; Baton Rouge ($17,400.08), 
Andrew Chapel, Beech Grove, Bluff 
Creek, Broadmoor, Camphor, Carpenter’s 
Chapel, Center, Clinton, Corbin, 
Darlington, Day’s, Ethel, Faithful, First of 
Baton Rouge, First of Denham Springs, 
First of Greensburg, First of Hammond, 
First of Jackson, First of St. Francisville, 
First of Walker, First of Zachary, Francis 
Asbury, Friendship, Lee’s Landing, Live 
Oak, Livingston, Mangum Chapel, 
Montpelier, Nesom, New River, Pine 
Grove, Pine Ridge, Roberts, Slaughter, St. 
Andrew’s, St. James in Springfield, St. 
John’s, Tangipahoa, University, Wesley, 
Wesley Chapel in Greensburg, and Wesley 
Chapel in Ponchatoula; Lake Charles 


($8,653.44), Basile, Dequincy, Wesley in 
DeRidder, District office, First in Lake 
Charles, Henning, Holly Grove, Mallalieu 
in Jennings, Lake Arthur, Maplewood, Pine 
Grove, University, Warren, Welsh 
Memorial, and Westlake; Monroe 
($20,683.29), Antioch in Eros, Asbury in 
West Monroe, Beulah, Mt. Zion in 
Calhoun, Chatam, Clay, Collinston, 
Columbia, Crowville, Delhi, Dodson, 
Douglas, Downsville, Eros, Farmerville, 
First in Bastrop, First in Monroe, First in 
West Monroe, Grace in Ruston, Grayson, 
Hebert, Hodge, Hope, Jonesboro, Lake 
Providence, Lawson Chapel, Lea Joyner 
Memorial, Little Creek, McGuire, Mer 
Rouge, Memorial in Monroe, New Hope, 
Newellton, Oak Grove, Quitman, Rayville, 
St. Joseph, St. Mark’s, St. Paul’s, Tallulah, 
Trinity in Ruston, Union, Wesley Chapel in 
Ruston, Winnsboro and Wisner; New 
Orleans ($27,120.25), Aldersgate, Algiers, 


Aurora, Belle Chasse, Bethany, Brooks 
Shaw Temple, Bush, Carrollton, Centenary, 
Cornerstone, Elizabeth Sullivan Memorial, 
First in Slidell, Fisher, Fitzgerald, Haven 
Trinity, Lacombe, LaPlace, Luling, 
Metairie, Mt. Zion, Munholland, North 
Cross, Parker, Pearl River, Rayne, St. 
Charles in Destrehan, St. Mark’s, St. Paul’s 
in Harahan, St. Timothy, Thomas, Vamado 
and Williams Ross.; Shreveport 
($9,646.31), Benton, Bonchest, 

Brushwood, Christ, Coushatta, Cross 
Roads, Fellowship, Gibsland, Gilliam, Hall 
Summit, Haynesville, First in Homer, 
Lakeview in Minden, Lakeview in 
Shreveport, Logansport, Longstreet, Love 
Chapel, Noel, Oak Grove, Rosa, St. Lukes, 
Summer Grove, Vivian and Wesley in 
Mansfield. 
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Bishop Schnase, from page 1 
a church,” said Schnase during an inter¬ 
view after the Shreveport event. 

The practices of “radical hospitality,” 
“passionate worship,” “intentional faith 
development,” “risk-taking mission and 
service,” and “extravagant generosity” are 
the basic precepts in Schnase’s book. “The 
adjectives describing the five practices tend 
to ‘rachet up’ expectations for congrega¬ 
tions,” said Schnase. 

The surprise behind this concept is how 
many churches—small, medium, and 
large— have found the use of the language 
extraordinarily stimulating, said Schnase. 
“It shifts the energy in the congregation, 
providing those ‘aha’ moments that help 
people understand the mission of the 
church.” 

The bishop from Missouri admits to 
being very humbled and a bit “over¬ 
whelmed” that the connection has found 
his book to be helpful. Five Practices of 
Fruitful Congregations has been on 
Cokesbury’s best seller list for over a year. 

The following are excerpt’s from the 
book’s website, giving a brief look at the 
gist of the five practices outlined in 
Schnase’s book: 

The Practice of Radical Hospitality 

“Christian hospitality refers to the active 
desire to invite, welcome, receive, and care 
for those who are strangers so that they 
find a spiritual home and discover for 
themselves the unending richness of life in 
Christ. It describes a genuine love for oth¬ 
ers who are not yet a part of the faith com¬ 
munity; an outward focus, a reaching out to 
those not yet known, a love that motivates 
church members to openness and adapt¬ 
ability, willingness to change behaviors in 
order to accommodate the needs and 
receive the talents of newcomers. Beyond 
intention, hospitality practices the gracious 
love of Christ, respects the dignity of oth¬ 
ers, and expresses God’s invitation to oth¬ 
ers, not our own.” 

The Practice of Passionate Worship 

“Passionate Worship means worship 
that connects people to God, worship that 


people enter into with expectancy, and with 
the anticipation that God desires to speak 
to them and connect to them. Whether tra¬ 
ditional, blended, or contemporary, 
Passionate Worship is authentic, connect¬ 
ing, and sustaining.” 

The Practice of Intentional Faith 
Development 

’’Intentional Faith Development refers to 
the purposeful learning in community that 
helps the followers of Jesus mature in faith, 
such a Bible studies, Sunday school class¬ 
es, short-term topical studies, and support 
groups that apply the faith to particular life 
challenges.” 

The Practice of Risk-Taking Mission 
and Service 

’’Risk-Taking Mission and Service includes 
the projects, the efforts, and the work peo¬ 
ple do to make a positive difference in the 
lives of others for the purposes of Christ, 
whether or not they will ever be part of the 
community of faith. Some churches have 
after-school programs for at-risk children, 
some send work teams across the state or 
across the world, some offer regular min¬ 
istries to the incarcerated. Risk-Taking 
refers to the service we offer that stretches 
us out of our comfort zone and has us 
engaging people and offering ourselves to 
ministries that we would never have done 
if not for our desire to follow Christ. Risk¬ 
taking steps into great uncertainty, a higher 
possibility of discomfort, resistance, or sac¬ 
rifice.” 

The Practice of Extravagant 
Generosity 

’’Extravagant Generosity describes prac¬ 
tices of sharing and giving that exceed all 
expectations and extend to unexpected 
measures. It describes lavish sharing, sacri¬ 
fice, and giving in service to God and 
neighbor. Every scriptural example of giv¬ 
ing is extravagant, and churches that prac¬ 
tice Extravagant Generosity teach, preach, 
and practice the tithe. The focus is on the 
Christian’s need to give because of giving 
nature of God whom we worship.” 

For more information about Schnase’s 
book, blogging and resources, visit 
www.fivepractices.org. 



More than 250 people heard keynote speaker Bishop Robert Schnase at the 
Leadership and Effective Management Conference held at First United Methodist 
Church, Shreveport Sept. 23-25. Schnase, bishop for the Missouri Area, spoke 
about five practices that churches should employ to become more effective. 



Rev. Hulen Warren, pastor of Jefferson UMC in Baton Rouge, loads water and 
other supplies into a van headed for Dulac Community Center. 


Reilef, from page 1 
highlighting the failure of the government 
to respond, and donations were driven by 
that news . . . Our observation is that dona¬ 
tions are really driven by the amount and 
kind of media coverage that a disaster 
receives.” 

The disaster response ministry, working 
in conjunction with the Louisiana 
Conference, distributed close to $500,000 
worth of relief supplies to affected areas. In 
the early days of Gustav and Ike, the min¬ 
istry mobilized transports and distributions 
of water, ice, flood buckets and flood buck¬ 
ets to Plaquemine, White Castle, Bayou 
Sorrel, Bayou Pigeon Belle River, 
Donaldsonville, Baton Rouge, Cameron, 
Dulac, Abbeville and Delcambre. School 
supplies were also sent to a school in St. 
James Parish. 

Working with La. Volunteers in 
Mission, La. Conference of the UMC 
Disaster Response, Inc. deployed early 
response teams throughout the Baton 
Rouge area, hard hit by Gustav, for tree 
and debris removal and gutting. The Lake 
Charles District, under the leadership of 
Revs. Nancy Wofford and Roger 
Templeton, mobilized teams to Cameron 
parish to muck out flooded homes and to 
remove debris from churches and homes. 
Teams are also being sent to Dulac, 

Houma, Thibodaux and Abbeville for com¬ 
munity and church cleanup. 

Local churches that were damaged by 


the two storms have discovered that the 
deductibles from their insurance claims are 
ranging anywhere from $6,000 to $50,000. 
“Help will definitely be needed to offset 
these high deductibles for storm damaged 
churches,” said Tate, funds needed for 
deductible 

Conference church officials are waiting 
for word from UMCOR about the final sta¬ 
tus of the grant request. “This funding is 
critical if we are to move forward,” said 
Tate. “Any funds from UMCOR that were 
designated for Katrina and Rita recovery 
must remain with those projects.” Tate 
estimates that it will take an additional two 
years to complete the 600 cases left from 
the 2005 storms. 

The disaster response ministry is opti¬ 
mistic that grant funding from organiza¬ 
tions like Louisiana Family Recovery 
Corps is likely to be provided for Gustav 
and Ike, just as it was for Katrina and Rita. 

Volunteers from local churches who 
wish to help with the conference disaster 
response should email 
laumdisastermin@bellsouth.net or call 
(225) 346-5193 or (877) 345-5193. 
Financial donations to hurricane response 
can be made out to “Louisiana Annual 
Conference,” with the UMCOR Advance # 
3019695 in the memo portion of the check. 
Mail checks to the conference at 527 North 
Blvd., Baton Rouge, LA 70802, or place 
your check in the offering plate on Sunday 
morning. 



South Carolina’s UMVIM Emergency Response Team traveled to the Lake 
Charles area Sept. 22 to help with mucking and debris removal for houses 
flooded by Hurricane Ike in Cameron Parish. Pictured in front of the team’s 
trailer are, kneeling, Billy Robinson, Rev. Ken Phelps, Suzanne Failmezger 
and Meg Roberts. Standing are E.T. Smith, Dottie Phelps, Gene Failmezger, 
Bill Roberts, Wayne Goff, Jerry Gooden, Judith Smith and Terry Rawls. 
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Green Chapel United Methodist Church in Lottie, La. celebrated its 100th anniver¬ 
sary on Sept. 28. The church, founded in 1908 in Point Coupee parish, was start¬ 
ed by a small group of the faithful on the plantation of J. W. Green. 



Camphor Memorial United Methodist Church held a program Sept. 19 to highlight 
mission projects by church members and community mission minded persons. 
The purpose for the program was given by Pastor Darlene A. Moore and Rev. 
Mary Ann Robinson. Wesley Belton spoke about his mission to South Africa to 
help in the building of a church. Kameron Johnson talked about his trip to China 
with the People to People organization that sponsors cultural enrichment oppor¬ 
tunities for public school students. Moore spoke about her mission trip in July 
to Ghana to work with Liberian refugees who were living in Ghana. 


Green Chapel UMC marks 
100 years of mission 

BY JOYCE HENSON 

Green Chapel United Methodist Church 
in Lottie, La. celebrated “One hundred 
years in mission and ministry to the glory 
of God” on Sept. 28. 

Guest speaker was Rev. Charles Miller, 
pastor of the St. Peter-Jackson Chapel 
charge in Clinton, La. 

The church, founded in 1908 in Point 
Coupee parish, was started by a small 
group of the faithful on the plantation of J. 
W. Green. 

Prior to building the church, Green 
allowed them to use work animals and a 
wagon to travel nearly five miles to church 
every Sunday. 

The arduous trip resulted in both the 
people and the animals to be physically 
tired on Monday mornings, resulting in a 
day that provided less labor. To remedy the 
situation, Green donated the tract of 
ground where the church still stands to 
erect a building that would become a 
church or school. 

There was a proviso that when the land 
was no longer used for the purpose, that 
the property would return to the Green 
family. 

Rev. Lawrence Hall serves as pastor of 
this historical church. 


Open Hearts 
Open Minds 
Open Doors 

Bring a friend to 
church this Sunday 




Uncertain 

About 


Lock in a guaranteed lifetime income with a 
Charitable Gift Annuity! 

Establish a charitable gift annuity with your United Methodist Foundation, and: 
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• Provide for the future of your faith 
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Bishop makes plea 


BATON ROUGE, LA NOVEMBER 7, 2008 

for funds for Africa University 


Bishop William W. Hutchinson is ask¬ 
ing local churches throughout the confer¬ 
ence to pay out their Africa University 
apportionments as soon as possible. 

Zimbabwe, the country where the uni¬ 
versity is located, is in economic crisis. The 
inflation rate is running at a dramatically 


high level. The students are now being 
charged tuition and room and boarding fees 
monthly just to deal with the uncertainty of 
the value of the currency. 

Africa University is asking for our 
prayers and our financial assistance. If your 
church has not made your apportionment 


payment for the university in full, please 
try to do so with your next payment to the 
conference office. 

Africa University currently serves 1,300 
students . The Louisiana Annual 
Conference has a long-standing relation¬ 
ship with this vital institutuion of learning. 


For the Children 



La. United Methodist Children and Family Services broke ground on Oct. 17 for a new facility to be located in the 
Sulphur/LakeCharles area. Pictured at the ceremony are John Henning, Tom Henning, William Henning Sr., William 
Henning Jr., Bishop William W. Hutchinson and Dr. Terrel J. DeVille, president and CEO of LUMCFS. Acquisition of the 
property was made possible by a gift from the William Henning family. 

Children’s home breaks ground for southwest Louisiana facility 


Louisiana United Methodist Children 
and Family Services held a ground break¬ 
ing/dedication ceremony on Oct. 17 for a 
new facility that will serve the children of 
southwest Louisiana. 

The tract of land is located in the 
Sulphur/Lake Charles area of the state, 
near the intersection of Hwy. 27 and 
Houston River Road, with the river serv¬ 
ing as the northern boundary of the prop¬ 
erty. The 40-acre tract will be the site of a 
residential facility and an administrative 
building. The residential building will 
house youth ages 10-17. The total facility 
will be named the Louisiana Methodist 
Children’s Home of Southwest 


Louisiana. 

Construction of the new facility is set 
to begin in 2009 with a goal of Sept. 1, 
2010 for its completion. The new build¬ 
ing will enable Louisiana Methodist 
Children’s Home to provide care for up 
to 30 youth. 

Rev. Mike McLaurin, pastor of First 
UMC in DeRidder, opened the ceremony 
in prayer. Dr. Terrel J. DeVille, president 
and CEO of LUMCFS, welcomed those 
attending and the declaration of the 
grounds was officiated by Rev. Steve 
Spurlock, Lake Charles District 
Superintendent. Richard Lewis, chairper¬ 
son of the Children’s Home Board of 


Directors, noted that acquisition of the 
property had been made possible by a 
gift from the William Henning family. 
After response and prayer by Bishop 
Hutchinson, the benediction was led by 
Rev. Timothy Neustifter, Henning 
Memorial UMC in Sulphur. 

“Our mission is to connect children to 
God’s love, and by God’s grace we are 
able to work through the storms and get 
to that Rainbow presence that all of us 
seek to experience,” said DeVille. “May 
all we do be focused on guiding children 
and families home to experience God’s 
love by following the teachings of 
Christ.” 
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ON THE JOURNEY 
“Choosing to be Happy” 


We had just taxied out onto the tar¬ 
mac at the Austin, Texas airport. I had 
settled in with a book that Craig Gilliam, 
our Director for The Center for Pastoral 
Effectiveness, had given me and asked 
that I read and give him my assessment. 

It was going to be a short flight to 
Houston, change planes, and then on 
home to Baton Rouge by 8:00 that 
evening. 

The title of the book is How We 
Choose to be Happy. It is a study written 
to “show you how to harness the power 
of your intentions, ‘recast’ stress and 
problems, live authentically - and ulti¬ 
mately join the ranks of the extremely 
happy.” Craig promised me it was not 
just another exercise in psychological 
fluff, but has some very basic and practi¬ 
cal approaches to the seemingly elusive 
state of happiness. 

There are nine principles on which the 
study rests. I had just begun reading the 
first principle, “Intention,” when the pilot 
came on the intercom and told us that a 
“ground stop” had just been placed on 
the airport in Houston because of weath¬ 
er and we were going to have to sit on 
the tarmac there in Austin and wait for a 
further update. That would come in 30 
minutes. 

Immediately the groans started among 
the passengers of the completely full 
plane. I thought to myself, “Well, this is 
certainly timely for me. I can either 
choose to be happy by intending to be 
happy, or I can choose to groan and 
moan with the others.” So, I continued 
to read, thinking we would be in the air 
in about thirty minutes. 

FIVE HOURS LATER we were still 
on the ground in Austin, having had 
updates every 30 minutes or every hour 
telling us the airport in Houston was 
STILL closed! By now I had had the 
opportunity to practice what I was read¬ 
ing - and it was working! Either I could 
choose to be happy, intend it into being, 
or I could choose to be upset, angry, furi¬ 
ous, or even explosive! 

Years ago I was moved by Victor 
Frankl’s masterpiece, Man’s Search for 
Meaning. Frankl, a victim of Nazi 
Germany’s concentration camps wrote, 
“We who lived in concentration camps 
can remember the men who walked 
through the huts comforting others giv¬ 
ing away their last piece of bread. They 
may have been few in numbers but they 
offer sufficient proof that everything can 
be taken away from a man but one thing: 
the last of human freedoms - to choose 
one’s attitude in any given set of circum¬ 
stances, to choose one’s own way.” 

Ironically, I had talked with Kay, who 
was visiting our children and grand¬ 
daughter in Reno, Nevada while I was in 
Austin, and she had just read Man’s 
Search for Meaning while she was in 
Reno. Our daughter-in-law had just read 
it and had recommended Kay read it as 
well. Kay knew how much this book 
had spoken to me years ago and now she 


had garnered its 
helpful insights as 
well. Talk about 
timing! I was 
amazed as I sat in 
the plane on the 
Austin tarmac. 

I finally made it 
home to Baton 
Rouge at 2:00 that 
next morning. It was 
a long and wearying 
night, but intending 
to be happy through it all was a major 
factor in keeping me positive as I pro¬ 
gressed through the evening. It is an 
understanding of our place in life that is 
devoutly to be wished for our entire 
world! We could easily slip into the 
blaming role that all our problems and 
disappointments are everyone else’s 
fault. Many are perilously close to living 
in an angry and fear-driven mentality. 

Our declining 401K’s, our tree-demol¬ 
ished houses, our flooded churches, our 
out-of-work children, the frustration with 
the political elections (and especially the 
political smear tactics!), the anger with 
the local church and the frustration with 
the pastor or the lay-leadership, and the 
fact that things are just not working for 
me right now. All are driving our lives. 

We can do as Victor Frankl suggested 
and choose our attitude in any given set 
of circumstances, or we can have that 
side of life taken away from us and live 
in anger, frustration and fear. The choice 
is ours! 

Hear the author of the first letter of 
Peter: “What a God we have! And how 
fortunate we are to have him, this Father 
of our Master Jesus! Because Jesus was 
raised from the dead, we’ve been given a 
brand-new life and have everything to 
live for, including a future in heaven - 
and the future starts now! God is keep¬ 
ing careful watch over us and the future. 
The Day is coming when you’ll have it 
all - life healed and whole. 

I know how great this makes you 
feel, even though you have to put up 
with every kind of aggravation in the 
meantime. Pure gold put in the fire 
comes out of it proved pure; genuine 
faith put through this suffering comes out 
proved genuine. When Jesus wraps this 
all up, it’s your faith, not your gold that 
God will have on display as evidence of 
his victory. 

“You never saw him, yet you love 
him. You still don’t see him, yet you 
trust him - with laughter and singing. 
Because you kept on believing you’ll get 
what you’re looking forward to; total sal¬ 
vation.” (I Peter 1: 3-9, “The Message”) 

With that assurance, I can certainly 
CHOOSE to be HAPPY! 

In Christ’s love, 

feU 

Bill Hutchinson 



W. Hutchinson 



Bishop William W. Hutchinson, second from left, admires Beliko Tournovo United 
Methodist Church in Bulgaria. Hutchinson dedicated the church in September 
while he was in Europe for the meeting of the executive committee of the World 
Methodist Council. The funds used to build the church were raised by the La. 
Conference. 
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Highlights of the 2008 UMW Conference Annual Meeting 



The Louisiana Conference United 
Methodist Women held their Annual 
Meeting at the Wesley Center on Saturday, 
October 11, 2008 from 9:00 a.m. to 11:00 
a.m. The meeting was scheduled to be 
held in Lake Charles on September 19-20, 
2008. However, due to Hurricanes Gustav 
and Ike, was cancelled and rescheduled for 
October 11th to coincide with District 
Elected LeadershipTraining (DELT) event, 
which was chaired by Dolores Giles. 

Edna Brown Hickman, Vice President 
of the LA Conference UMW presided over 
the meeting in the absence of President 
Harriette Elrod, who could not be with us 
because of the hospitalization and critical 
illness of her husband. 

The Theme was “Resurrection 


Women: Living Simply to Resurrect the 
Earth” with scripture coming from Genesis 
1:26-30. Our theme song was: “For the 
Beauty of the Earth.” Sammie Jo Perkins 
served as song-leader 

The main agenda items from the 
Conference Officers were: 

Lighting of Mission Candle 
Approval of Conference Goals of 2009 
Approval of Budget for 2009 and 
Recognition of Five Star Units 
Presentation of the Social Action 
Awards 

Presentation of Mission Study and 
Mission Today Certificates 

Recognition of the 2008 Woman in 
Mission award recipient 

Presentation of Reading Certificates 


Changes to travel reimbursement in the 
conference Standing Rules & Guidelines 

The Chair of the Committee on 
Nominations, Lueburda Myers presented 
their report. Melba Stine led the service 
honoring the retiring conference officers. 

Installation of Officers for the 2009 
Executive Team of the Louisiana 
Conference UMW was done by Myma 
Freeman. 

Our Pledge Service was conducted by 
the District Treasurers. The total amount 
of pledges came to $229,500.00 for the 
year 2009. We collected over $700.00 for 
our offering. 

Our Special Mission Recognition Pins 
went to Taylor Phillips and Myma 
Freeman, Chair and Vice Chairpersons of 



our 2008 Annual Meeting. 

The Invitation to 2009 Annual Meeting 
was given by Carolyn Bowers, President of 
the New Orleans District. We are excited 
about meeting in New Orleans in 2009 and 
look forward to the great hospitality that 
will be extended to us! 

The United Methodist Women brought 
many items for our Mission Agencies. 

They were taken to the various agencies by 
UMW members from those areas of the 
conference. 

The Annual Meeting was adjourned. 
Lunch was served and DELT followed 
lunch. All of the day’s activities were con¬ 
cluded by 2:30 p.m. 

By Edna B. Hickman, 

Vice President 

Louisiana Conference UMW 


UMW Spiritual retreat scheduled Feb 20-21, 2009 


Wolfe to lead February UMW spiritual retreat 


The Louisiana Conference United 
Methodist Women will hold their biennial 
Spiritual Retreat at the Wesley Center 
beginning Friday, February 20 at 1:00 p.m. 
through Saturday, February 21 at 12:00 
noon, 2009. PLEASE MARK YOUR 
CALENDARS NOW! You will not want 
to miss this Retreat. The Theme is: 
“Listening with New Ears“. We are 
blessed to have Reverend Janet Wolf as our 
Spiritual Retreat Leader. Reverend Wolf 


has a Masters of Divinity from Vanderbilt 
University in 1988. She is from 
the Tennessee Annual Conference, United 
Methodist Church: Reverend Wolf is cur¬ 
rently Chair, Division of Church Vocations 
at American Baptist College. 

The retreat scripture readings will come 
from: Mark 9:1-8, Mark 9:14-39 (The 
Transfiguration); Luke 6:20-26 and Luke 
13. 


Janet Wolf received her Master of 
Divinity from Vanderbilt Divinity School 
and was ordained as an elder in the United 
Methodist Church. She served as a pastor 
of mral and urban congregations for 12 
years before being appointed in 2000 as 
Director of Public Policy and Community 
Outreach with Religious Leaders for a 
More Just and Compassionate Dmg Policy, 


a national interfaith 
coalition working on 
alternatives to incarcer¬ 
ation and restorative 
justice. 

In 2005, Janet was 
appointed to American 
Baptist College, a his¬ 
torically Black four year 
college that was home 
to more national civil 
rights leaders than any other college in the 
country. 

She is a partner in the Living Room, a 
community of folks living on the streets, 
providing a safe space for conversation, 
community and retreats; and Hobson 
United Methodist Church, a multiracial, 
intentionally inclusive, congregation in 
Nashville. 

Janet has worked with clergy, congrega¬ 
tions, seminaries and communities across 
the U.S. and Canada - preaching, teaching 
and leading workshops, retreats, pastors’ 
schools and conference events. 

She is the author of a chapter in a soon 
to be published book “I Was In Prison”: 
United Methodist Perspectives on Prison 
Ministry edited by James M. Shopshire, 

Sr., Richmond Stoglin, and Mark C. Hicks; 
Nashville: General Board of Higher 
Education and Ministry, 2008 and is work¬ 
ing on a new book to be published in 
2010: For the Love of God: Letters of 
John, Women’s Division, United Methodist 
Church . 


Conference UMW Calendar of Upcoming Events 

Year 2008 

Program, School of Christian Mission Committees - November 15, 2008 

Conference Officers Leadership Training Event - ST. Louis, MO. - November 21-23, 2008 

Year 2009 

United Methodist Women Sunday - January 25, 2009 
Midyear Executive Committee Meeting - February 19, 2009 
UMW Spiritual Retreat - February 20-21, 2009 

West Gulf Regional School Planning Team meeting-Dillard University- 
February 28-March 1, 2009 

Concurrent Finance, Membership and Nominations Committee - March 21, 2009 

West Gulf Regional School, Dillard University, New Orleans, LA- June 25-28, 2009 

Conference UMW Executive Committee Meeting - July 21, 2009 

Conference UMW School of Christian Mission - July 22 - 25, 2009 

UMW Executive Committee Meeting - September 17, 2009 

UMW Annual Meeting , New Orleans, LA- September 18 - 19, 2009 

UMW District Elected Leaders Training - October 10, 2009 

Program, School of Christian Mission Committees - November 21, 2009 



Rev. Wolfe 
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Meet the 2009 La. Conference UMW Executive Team 


Note: See message from President-elect 
Edna B. Hickman on page 5 

Carrie Roy resides 
in Harvey, La. and 
attends Boynton UMC 
in Gretna. She is cur¬ 
rently the District 
Spiritual Growth coor¬ 
dinator for the New 
Orleans District UMW. 

In her local church she 
has held numerous 
offices, including 
Administrative Council 
chair, youth coordina¬ 
tor,and Vice President. 

Laurie Seeger 
attends Fitzgerald 
United Methodist 
Church in 
Covington. She has 
taught Sunday school 
coordinated VBS and 
has held many church 
positions at Fitzgerald. 

She first got involved 
in UMW over 12 years 
ago and has actively 
participated ever since. She has held lead¬ 
ership positions in her local unit and has 
been the New Orleans District Education & 
Interpretation coordinator for the past year. 
She has also been a volunteer treasurer for 
the PTA. She is married to Tom and they 
have 2 children: Tommy, 17 and 
Camille, 13. She has worked in the dental 
field for over 27 years and has been 
employed as a Registered Dental Hygienist 
for 20 years. Laurie has received a certifi¬ 
cate in Microsoft programs and accounting. 
Laurie is the newly 
elected treasurer for 
LA Conference UMW. 

Barbara W. 

Ferguson is a native of 
New Orleans, 

Louisiana and a mem¬ 
ber of St. Luke’s UMC 
in New Orleans. She 
has served as the local 
unit president and is 
starting her second 
term as the Louisiana 




Carrie Roy 
Nominations 



Laurie Seeger 
Treasurer 


Conference Social Action Coordinator. 
Barbara is a lay delegate to the United 
Methodist Annual Conference and has also 
taught in the School of Mission, Louisiana 
Conference. Professionally, she is a former 
teacher, public school principal, and is cur¬ 
rently, university professor and practicing 
attorney. She is a very active mother 
grandmother and stays very active with 
involvement in her family. 

Juanita LaGard is 
a member of Mason 
UMC in Berwick, LA. 

She serves as the 
President of her local 
unit. Juanita is former 
president of the 
Acadiana District 
United Methodist 
Women and recently 
rotated off of the 
Conference Board of 
Trustees. In addition to 
currently being a member of the 
Conference Ministry Team, Juanita is cur¬ 
rent chairperson of the Acadiana District 
Daughenbaugh-Matheny Scholarship Fund 
Program. Juanita is married to Arthur 
LaGard and they are the parents of one 
daughter, Evita LaGard. Juanita is a retired 
educator with the St. Mary Parish School 
System. 

Ouida Smith has 

lived in Louisiana all 
her life, bom in Allen 
Parish, and has spent 
most of her life in the 
Lake Charles/ Moss 
Bluff area. She has 
been active in United 
Methodist Women for 
many years and attends 
Moss Bluff United 
Methodist Church. She 
retired from Conoco 
Refinery, Westlake, as an accountant after 
25 years of service. She is a widow with 
three children and three grandchildren. 

Having served on many committees of 
her local church, including chairperson of 
the Finance Committee, Chairperson of the 
PPR Committee, Lay Reader and Usher, 
she is an active member of the Young at 



Ouida Smith 
Nominations 
Chairperson 



Juanita LaGard 
Spiritual Growth 


Heart group and leader of the Adult Sunday 
School Class. Ouida has been treasurer of 
her UMW Unit for many years. She has 
served as District MNO Mission 
Coordinator and Nominating Committee 
member. She is presently serving on the 
Conference Nominating Committee. 

Ouida is very active in her community. 
She has participated in service at 
Abraham’s Tent. She is a Moss Bluff rep¬ 
resentative on the Calcasieu Parish Retired 
Senior Volunteer Services Board. 

Taylor Phillips is a 
member of Mallalieu 
United Methodist 
Church, Jennings, 

Louisiana. She is a 
member of a five gen¬ 
eration family of 
Methodists which 
include her 97 y/o 
mother down to great¬ 
grandchildren, all of 
whom she is actively 
involved. 

Having been a United Methodist 
Woman has kept her active in many capaci¬ 
ties. Taylor has been a UMW officer for 25 
years, and has served as Dean and Assistant 
Dean of the School of Christian Missions; 
attended two national seminars, three juris¬ 
dictional meetings, and three assemblies. 
She is immediate past Lake Charles 
District president and chair of the 2008 
UMW Annual meeting. Taylor will again 
join the conference team as a member of 
the Committee on Nominations for the 
class of 2009. 

Shannon Rachal is 
a native of Vinton, 

Louisiana and currently 
resides in Jefferson, 

Louisiana where she 
teaches 10th grade 
English at John Ehret 
High School. 

Currently attending 
Munholand UMC in 
Metarie, Shannon is 
one of several women 
involved in starting a new circle there. 
Shannon has also been a member of the 
Louisiana Conference School of Mission 



Shannon Rachal 
Nominations 



Taylor Phillips 
Nominations 



Doret Wilson 
Nominations 


team as the technical support and media 
operations person for the school. She has 
been a member of UMW for over five 
years and looks forward to serving on the 
Conference Committee on Nominations as 
well as becoming involved in the New 
Orleans District activities. 

Doret Gilbert 
Wilson is a native of 
Hanover, Jamaica and 
resident of Monroe, 

Louisiana. She is a 
U.S. citizen. 

Professionally she has 
worked with the 
General Motors 
Corporation in 
Michigan and Louisiana 
and holds a Bachelor’s 
degree in Business. 

Doret is a member of Hope United 
Methodist Church in Monroe and is former 
local unit president. She has held offices in 
the Monroe District UMW, taught the 
youth studies for the Louisiana Conference 
School of Mission. Doret is married to Mr. 
Jessie Wilson and has two children, a son 
and a daughter and one grandson. Doret 
joins the Conference team as a member of 
the Conference Committee on Nominations 
for the class term of 2012. 

Judy Willis is mar¬ 
ried to Rev. Terry C. 

Willis. They have three 
children, five grand¬ 
children and one great¬ 
grandchild. They also 
recently celebrated their 
50th wedding anniver¬ 
sary. Judy was an 
active UMW member 
of several churches 
across our Conference. 

She has served as Vice- 
President and President of her local church, 
First UMC of Homer and was elected 
President of the Shreveport District in 
2005. She has been a member of the 
Conference Executive Team and has 
attended Conference School of Missions 
and Annual Meetings for several years. 
Judy is the newly elected Conference Vice- 
President for 2009-2010. 



Judy Willis 
Vice-president 


CONDOLENCES 

The members of the Louisiana Conference United Methodist Women extend 
their heartfelt sympathy and prayers to their own: 

Harriette Tucker Elrod, 

Georgie Lee Roberson, 

President, LA Conference UMW 

Monroe District UMW President 

For the loss of her husband 

For the loss of her husband 

Lieutenant Colonel Robert F. Elrod, 

Mr. Bennie M. Roberson 

Retired 

who passed on Wednesday, 

412 Engineer Command 

September 24, 2008 

U.S. Army 

Funeral Service held September 26, 

who passed on Monday, October 13, 

2008 

2008 

Epps UM Church of Epps, La. 

Memorial Service held October 16, 

of which he was a long time member 

2008 

and officer 

First UM Church of Tallulah, La. 

Mr. Roberson was a retired Farm 


Manager after forty years of 
employment. 

God will surely bless and sustain you 

during this time in your lives. 


Olson shares message with La. Conference UMW 

of preparing for our rescheduled Annual 
Meeting and DELT, our request was com¬ 
pleted with receipt of a DVD of Ms. 
Olson’s address to the ladies of Louisiana 
Conference on the topic of “Living Simply 
to Resurrect the Earth”. 

Having spoken with Ms. Olson’s assis¬ 
tants concerning our upcoming district 
annual meetings, we are able to provide a 
copy of this address to each of our seven 
districts of the Louisiana Conference. 

It is our hope that all of our District 
Annual Meetings will be a time of work 
and celebration and that having the 
encouragement, support and contact from 
Women’s Division will help renew and 
sustain our energies for the many tasks 
ahead. 

By Lana P. Lathan, 

Communications Coordinator 


Hurricanes ‘Gustav’ 
and ‘Ike’ may have 
stopped several things 
but not the connection 
between members of 
UMW. With the 
rescheduling of our 
2008 Annual Meeting 
came the cancelled 
visit of our Deputy 
General Secretary, 

Harriett Jane Olson. However, through the 
wonders of technology, we still connected. 

Through the continued caring and inno¬ 
vative thinking of President, Harriette 
Elrod who suggested this as a possibility, I 
started the task of making this very special 
request of our then scheduled guest speak¬ 
er. After contacts with more than one of 
the staff assistants and a very hurried week 



Harriett J. Olson 
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A message from La. Conference UMW President-elect Edna. B Hickman 


“Praise God from 
whom all blessings 
flow” was my 
response at our Annual 
Meeting on Saturday, 

October 11, 2008, 
when I was elected 
President of the 
Louisiana Conference 
United Methodist 
Women for the year 
2009. To God be the 
Glory for all the things that He has done 
and because we know that God is good 
ALL the time. 

I am truly honored to serve out the last 
year of Harriette Elrod’s term as president 
of the UMW for the year of 2009. I want 
to thank the United Methodist Women for 
the confidence that you placed in me by 
electing me as your president. I am look¬ 
ing forward to serving you as your presi¬ 
dent and I also look forward to us continu¬ 
ing to move the United Methodist Women 
forward together. 

United Methodist Women, we know that 
we can make a difference. We MUST 
make a difference; we have done so in the 
past, we are doing it now and we MUST 


continue to do it because we still have 
work to do. So I challenge us to continue 
our legacy of powerful women who over¬ 
came real limitation and took the church to 
a new place. We know that it want be easy, 
but with God’s help, we are up to the chal¬ 
lenge. 

I am well aware, that I did not get to 
where I am by myself. First and foremost, 

I thank God because He is the head of my 
life and I give Him ALL the thanks and 
praise. Secondly, I have been especially 
blessed to have work as vice president with 
two of the finest Christian Women, 
Lueburda Myers and Harriette Elrod. Both 
of these ladies have had a positive impact 
on my UMW journey. I have learned to 
much from them and I have considered it 
my privilege to have served with them. 

We have chosen as our theme: 
“Resurrection Women, Living Simply to 
Resurrect the Earth”. When God made the 
earth, He said it was good. We know that 
God gave man dominion over the earth, but 
that we have not done a very good job of 
taking care of the earth. But UMW, we 
will lead the world in restoring the earth as 
we have been leaders in so many areas in 
the past. 


How will we Resurrect the Earth? We 
will Resurrect the Earth through PRAYER. 
II Chronicles 7:14 says, “If my people, 
which are called by my name, shall humble 
themselves, and pray, and seek my face, 
and turn from their wicked ways; then will 
I hear from heaven, and will forgive their 
sin, and will heal their land.” 

United Methodist Women, this is our 
answer. Let us PRAY this PRAYER and 
then move forward to live out this prayer to 
begin to Resurrect the Earth. 

There are some IMPORTANT DATES 
for 2009 that I would like for you to mark 
your calendar NOW. They are: 

Spiritual Retreat - Friday, February 20 - 
Saturday, February 21, 2009 at the Wesley 
Center; 

School of Christian Mission - 
Wednesday, July 22 - Saturday, July 25, 
2009 at the Wesley Center; 

Annual Meeting - Friday, September 18 
- Saturday, September 19, 2009, New 
Orleans. 

We will provide additional information 
in future LA Now’s and district newsletters. 

I would like to close with a poem that 
was given to us at DELT by Chairperson 
Dolores Giles of the Baton Rouge District. 


It is called, “As A Seed Becomes A 
Vision”. 

God has planted a precious seed 
Deep within our hearts 
The seed of a future vision 
That He wants to impart 

As we are quietly being prepared 
To fulfil that which He’s given 
We must gently nurture the seed 
Until the frill grown vision 

God then begins to open doors 
Little by little as we are led 
So each opportunity we have in Him 
Is leading to what lies ahead 

Then just at the time God chooses 
We walk into what He has called 
So we can be a blessing to others 
Sharing the love of the Lord 

Poem by: M.S. Lowndes 

In His Name, 

Edna B. Hickman 



Edna B. 
Hickman 


Monroe District UMW takes mission trip to the UMCOR Sager Brown Center 



let tour light shine before others 

SO THAT THEY MAY SEE YOUR GOOD WORKS 
AND GIVE GLORY TO YOUR FATHER IN HEAVEN. 

Mill 5 16 



Seven UMW members from the Monroe District volunteered at the UMCOR Sager 
Brown Depot in Baldwin, La., packing relief items. The group is pictured, left, 
holding some of the 25 sweaters and 140 school bags donated by the group. 
Shown holding the items are Jane Ellett, Debbie McLemore, Jesse Klett, Sandy 
DeCelle, Jo Traweek, Georgie Lee Roberson (District President) and Margie 
Harris. Above, Sandy and Jesse are pictured packing and sealing boxes of relief 
items that will be shipped from the depot. 


Acadiana District UMW holds Mini School of Christian Mission at UMCOR Sager Brown Center 



Rev. Clifton Conrad 


The Acadiana District UMW Mini 
School of Christian Mission was held on 
August 16 at the UMCOR/Sager Brown 
Center in Baldwin, La. 

The Mini School is a Districtwide 
event, intended to introduce our UMW 
Mission Studies for 2008, and to provide 
resources needed for these studies to local 
UMW units. 

Rev. Clifton Conrad, pastor of St. Mark 
United Methodist Church in Opelousas, 
gave us an overview of the spiritual growth 
study, “I Believe in Jesus.” 

Rev. Kathy Howell, pastor of Palestine 
United Methodist in Ball, presented the 
study on Israel/Palestine, with analysis of 
the ongoing struggle between the Israeli 
and Palestinian peoples. She used slides of 


Israel and Palestine to help us understand 
the ongoing conflict. 

Corine Paulk, a member of the Houma 
Indian tribe, presented the study on Native 
American Survival, from the perspective of 
a Native American. She brought a display 
of Houma Indian crafts and culture. Study 
books and resources were available for 
sale. 

Refreshments for the meeting were pro¬ 
vided by UMW members from Mason 
United Methodist Church in Berwick. The 
2008 Mini School was an informative and 
enlightening overview of the Mission 
Studies available to United Methodist 
Women in 2009. 

By Joyce Thibodeaux, President 

Acadiana District UMW 



Corine Paulk 
























6 


NOVEMBER 7, 2008 


Louisiana Conference MtJW! UMW Special Section 


Women’s Division 2008 fall board meeting highlights 


Membership and Organizational 
Development 

A new initiative plan for 2009-2012 
was introduced during the 2008 Fall Board 
meeting of the United Methodist Women’s 
Division board of directors meeting. This 
initiative is titled “Membership Counts” . 
The goal for this initiative is to include a 
visit to every United Methodist congrega¬ 
tion to encourage witness, outreach, and 
nurture. It is anticipated that by the year of 
Assembly, 2010 50% of United 
Methodist congregations will be visited 
and by the 2012 Quadrennial meetings 
100% will be visited. This initiative will 
challenge elected leaders and resource per¬ 
sons to contact and visit each local congre¬ 
gation in the United Methodist Church at 
least once during the Quadrenium. This 
goal can be obtained if the 9,077 elected 
leaders and resource persons visit the 
35,255 active churches. 

Finance 

The recommended total appropriations 
for the Women’s Division for 2009 in the 
amount of $18,775,703, was approved. 
Several grants were approved including a 
grant to MacDonell United Methodist 
Children’s Services in Houma, LA in the 
amount of $7,774.00 to repair the air con¬ 
ditioning system and an emergency grant 
fund to UMCOR Sager Brown, in 
Baldwin, LA in the amount of $2,700, to 
clean up the property after Hurricane 
Gustav. 

Christian Social Responsibility 

The directors approved recommenda¬ 
tions supporting current efforts to promote 
farm worker concerns by: 

(a) Signing a petition to request that 


Susan Ivey, CEO of Reynolds Tobacco 
Company, meet with the Farm Labor 
Organizing Committee (FLOC). We are 
joining this effort in solidarity with the 
North Carolina farm workers. 

(b) Ask the President of the Division 
to annually name one Director to attend 
National Farm Worker ministry board 
meeting along with Women Division staff 
to promote partnership and raise awareness 
around economic justice and human rights 
specifically related to farm workers and 
their families. 

In support of the Jubilee USA 
Network’s national Campaign: Picture 
New Leadership, which supports the call 
for debt cancellation “to the 24 deeply 
impoverished countries left out of past debt 
relief initiatives”, a photo was taken and a 
petition will be delivered along with other 
Jubilee supporters across the country, to the 
campaign offices of both Presidential can¬ 
didates. 

Directors participated in the postcard 
campaign, coordinated by Amnesty 
International and Women Thrive, in order 
to secure additional co-sponsors for the 
International Violence Against Women Act 
in the US Congress. 

In response to home foreclosures it was 
noted that United Methodist Women can 
explore ways to respond directly to the 
foreclosure crisis, working with our part¬ 
ners in faith, labor, community housing, 
women’s, and racial justice organizations. 

Keep informed at www.umwonline.org 

By Kathleen Conrad, 

Women’s Division Director 


Membership, Nurture and Outreach report 


Monitoring For Peace 

Sept. 22 was the day of “Monitoring 
For Peace,” held immediately after the 
International Day of Peace. We could use 
info from front pages of the local or 
national newspapers for the monitoring 
process. After completing the coded sheets 
sent to us for the monitoring, the info was 
sent to Dr. Glory Dharmaraj, Director of 
Spiritual Formation and Mission Theology. 

This monitoring project will open dis¬ 
cussion regarding change in news coverage 
and developing strategies for intervention 
and reform. 

The published date for UMW Sunday is 
Jan.25, 2009 but some may need or choose 
to use other selected dates of celebration. ! 

Please remember to send your pictures, 


programs and any other accounts of your 
celebrations to your district MNO coordi¬ 
nators so that that information can be made 
a part of your district’s scrapbook display. 

Please also remember to get ready for 
the 2009 Membership Counting Process 
for updating our numbers. Completed 
District visitation forms should be sent to 
me by Nov. 15. By Dec. 1, send the 
Counting Membership Forms and the 2008 
Membership Forms to the Local Units. 

Units should send finished reports to the 
District MNO by Jan. 9. The District 
MNO officers can then send it to me 
before March 15, 2009. 

By Ethel Lilly, 

Conference Membership, Nurture 

and Outreach Coordinator 


This newsletter insert is published four times a year in the 
Louisiana Now! Due date for articles/news for the January 
newsletter is November 20. 

All UMW articles and news stories are welcomed. 

Send your article(s) to: 

Lana P. Lathan 

131 Ogden Drive 

Baton Rouge, LA 70806-5013 

Email: lathan131@bellsouth.net 

Fax: 225-346-3045; Phone: 225-383-4380; 

Cell: 225-247-0779 


MISSION TODAY 

AS WE SET OUR GOALS FOR 2009, 
SET YOUR UNIT GOALS HIGH 

AND BE A 

"MISSION TODAY" UNIT 

Tillie Shows - Education & 
Interpretation Coordinator 


Reminder to Local Unit Secretaries 
and 

District Secretaries: 

During November of this year and each year, please send a new and/or revised 
list of all district and local unit officers for the coming year to the Conference 
Communications Coordinator (Lana Lathan). Please use Excel or Word Format (if 
possible) and include the following columns of information: 

First and Last Name 
District Name 

District Office (for recently elected officers and those returning to 
office) 

Local Unit Name and city where located 

Local office (for recently elected officers and those returning to 
office) 

Home Address 

City 

State 

Zip Code 

Phone numbers (home, work, cell, including area codes) 

Email address 


Mission Projects On-going 

The UMW Conference efforts for our Mission Projects are ongoing. If you 
would still like to contribute, please do so. The projects for our Mission 
Agencies are as follows: 

Dulac Community Center-personal care items and supplies; shampoo; lotion; 
soap (bar or liquid); coloring books and crayons. 

MacDonnel Children’s Services- personal care items like hair combs, brushes, 
shampoo and conditioner, toothbrushes and deodorant. 

North Rampart Community Center- recreational equipment-leather basketballs, 
heavy duty jump ropes and hula hoops. 

Please select from the list above and make every effort to contribute to one 
or more of these missions. If you so choose, you can make a monetary 
donation. PLEASE MAKE THE CHECK PAYABLE TO THE LA. CONFERENCE 
UMW (not to the agency so that our conference receives the credit for your 
gifts). Also please put in the memo on the check, the particular agencytp 
which that you want your contribution to go. If you do not select an 
agency, the Conference will distribute as best we can based on the needs 
of the agencies. 


2008 retiring Conference Officers recognized 


As new conference officers were 
installed, retiring conference officers were 
recognized for their achievements and the 
progress they fostered for the organization 
during their years of service. 

Special recognition was given to these 
ladies of uniqueness, meticulous character 
and willingness to serve (UMW) who will 
certainly continue to put their talents to use 
in the service of our Lord through service 
to others and to this organization. 

Recognized as retirees were Lueburda 
Myers, Chair, Committee on Nominations; 
Beverly Cox, Spiritual Growth 


Coordinator; Harriette Tucker Elrod, 
President; Edna Hickman, Vice-president, 
Jeanette McCalman, Treasurer; Evelyn B. 
Martin, Kathleen Thom, and Frances 
Patton, members of Committee on 
Nominations. 

Needless to say, none of these ladies 
will be putting anything to rest but only 
adding the talents of their past positions to 
many new undertakings. Many congratula¬ 
tions and much love from the Louisiana 
Conference United Methodist Women. 

By Lana P. Lathan, 

Communications Coordinator 
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Brooks Shaw Temple and Peoples UMCs 



Brooks Shaw Temple and Peoples 
UMCs in New Orleans held a leadership 
training program on Sept. 27 held at 
Brooks Shaw Temple. The group, organ¬ 
ized by Diane Wooten, covered the topics 
of Staff Pastor Relations and Evangelism 
and Worship. Approximately 30 leaders of 
the two point charge, pastored by Rev. 
Eunice Chigumira, attended the event. 
Evelyn Clark, associate district lay leader 
for the New Orleans district, opened with 
an overview of the role and purpose of the 
Staff Pastor Relations committee. Clark, a 
member of Asbury UMC on the West 
Bank, pointed out that S.P.R. committees 
should evaluate and assist the pastoral lead¬ 
ers, not “beat them up.” Clark addressed 
questions regarding salaries, pensions and 
other benefits. Rev. Dawn Young, confer¬ 


ence director of Christian Education, led 
the group in a model of Evangelism that 
encompasses all the activities and ministry 
of the church to make disciples for the 
transformation of the world. At the heart 
of this model of Evangelism is worship, 
coming together to express our love of 
God. Diane Wooten used the focus of wor¬ 
ship to guide the group into a dialog about 
worship and what the people thought that 
worship at the two churches was and could 
become. The gathering brainstormed about 
ways that they could become a welcoming 
and inviting congregation to their commu¬ 
nities and also have a worship that 
involved all of those present. The day con¬ 
cluded with a luncheon hosted by the two 
churches. 


Centenary 

Nurturing Christian leaders 
through innovative approaches 
to study, dialogue, and mission. 



Christian 

leadership 

center 


Graduate 

Theological 

Studies 



In cooperation with Garrett- 
Evangelical Theological 
Seminary, CLC hosts basic 
graduate-level theology courses. 

Courses can benefit those seeking 
ordination, certification, growth in ministry, and graduate level 
experience. 


Empowering Congregations for Evangelism 

January 12-23, 2009 • Centenary College 
Mondays-Fridays 8:00am-12:30pm • Wednesdays l:30pm-3:30pm 


For more information, 318.869.5156 or 

^centenary.eau/clc^ 


The 2008 W. T. Handy Convocation 

Nov. 21-22, 2008 

at The Wesley Center in Woodworth, La. 

“Moving Forward with God in the 21st Century” 


Guest speaker 
Rev. Vance P. Ross 
Associate General Secretary, GBOD 

Special Clergy Sessions will be held Friday from 1-5 p.m. 
All clergy persons are expected to participate! 

A unique program is planned for our young adults and youth! 

SCHEDULE 
Friday, Nov. 21, 2008 


11:00 a.m. - 7 p.m. 
12 noon - 1 p.m. 

1 p.m. - 5 p.m. 

6 p.m. - 7 p.m. 

7 p.m. - 8:30 p.m. 
8:30 p.m. 

9-10 p.m. 

10 p.m. - midnight 


Registration 
Lunch on your own 
Clergy session 
Dinner 

Opening Worship 
Fellowship Time (snacks & games) 
Youth General Session 
Friday Night Lights: The Block 
Party ** 


Saturday, Nov. 22, 2008 


7-8 a.m. 

8:45 - 9:45 a.m. 
8:30 - 10 a.m. 


10 a.m. - 12 noon 
10 a.m. - 12 noon 


12 noon - 1 p.m. 
1-3 p.m. 

1- 3 p.m. 

3 p.m. 


Breakfast on your own 
Worship 

General Session (more info online) 
Welcoming Church 
5 Star Program 
AA New Church Start 
Breakout sessions 
Electives: (more info online)** 

- Lord of the Dance 

- The Word Spoken 

- Can Hip Hop be Holy? 
Lunch in Wesley Center Cafeteria 
Breakout sessions 

Electives ** 

Closing communion worship with 
Bishop Hutchinson 


**suggested activities for youth and youth workers 

Registration and Hotel Information can be found on the home page of the La. 
Conference website at www.la-umc.org under “What’s New?" and 
“W. T. Handy Convocation. ’ 


Augie Aamodt Award presented posthumously 



The Augie Aamodt Award was given posthumously to Jerry Sheppard at Asbury 
United Methodist Church in Bossier City Oct. 12 during the church’s Mission 
Sunday celebration. Karen Sheppard and Rev. Jason Sheppard are pictured 
receiving the award from Rev. Larry Norman, director of La. Volunteers in 
Mission, and Rev. Doug Cain, Shreveport District Superintendent. The award is 
named for Aamodt, a former pastor in the Louisiana Conference and exemplary 
Volunteers In Mission volunteer who served on more than 200 mission teams. 
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Employment 

Opportunities 

Broadmoor UMC - 
Shreveport 

Large United Methodist Church in 
Shreveport, Louisiana is seeking a 
Director or Minister of Youth 
Ministries. The ideal candidate will be 
passionate about ministry with middle 
and senior high school students and 
their families. Good communication 
and interpersonal skills a must. 
Organizational and planning abilities 
are also essential in this position. 

Strong Christian commitment, ability 
to nurture faith in youth, and skills in 
working with teams to accomplish 
ministry are needed. Salary is com¬ 
mensurate with education and experi¬ 
ence. Email resume to Senior Pastor 
Ken Irby at ken@broadmoorumc.org 

Camphor Memorial UMC 

Camphor Memorial UMC is seek¬ 
ing a professional office manager. The 
part-time position requires the individ¬ 
ual to work an average of 25 hours per 
week. Candidate must be skilled in MS 
Office and have knowledge and expe¬ 
rience with general office duties. 
Interested candidates should submit a 
resume with references and letter of 
intent to Camphor Memorial UMC at 
8742 Scenic Hwy., Baton Rouge, LA 
70807 to the attention of Pastor 
Darlene A. Moore, or email darle- 
neamoore7@yahoo.com by Nov. 21. 
For more information call (225) 775- 
4106. 

First UMC - Monroe 

First UMC in West Monroe seeks a 
Youth Director to develop a compre¬ 
hensive ministry for youth ranging 
from 7-12 grades. The program should 
be a balance between Christian fellow¬ 
ship, outreach programs, leadership 
opportunities, and recreational fun with 
special emphasis on spiritual growth. 
The Youth Director is expected to pro¬ 
vide the overall leadership and vision 
for the program. The volunteer Youth 
Council will assist with the planning, 
evaluation and implementation of the 
program. Call (318) 387-0511 for more 
information. 


'Christmas on the 
Northshore’ set 

Christmas on the Northshore 2008 will 
be held at St. Timothy on the Northshore 
United Methodist Church on Dec. 14 from 
3-7 p.m. and Dec. 15 at 7 p.m. 

The concerts are free as a “Gift to the 
Community.” Reserved tickets are avail¬ 
able and recommended. For additional 
information, contact the church office at 
(985) 626-3307. The tickets are available 
starting Nov. 14. 

The church is located at 335 Asbury 
Dr., Mandeville, La. 


Atlas Foundation hosts interfaith dinner 



Margaret Johnson, Executive Director of the Interfaith Federation of Greater 
Baton Rouge, visits with Turkan and Barak Aksoylu at the fifth annual Atlas 
Foundation Intercultural Friendship and Dialog Dinner held Oct. 14. Johnson is 
also a member of First UMC, Baton Rouge. 


Fairly named 
treasurer 
of NAUMF 

Rob Fairly, 
president of the 
United 
Methodist 
Foundation of 
Louisiana, was 
elected treasurer 
of the National 
Association of 
United 

Rob Fairly Methodist 

Foundations at 
their annual fall meeting. His one- 
year term will begin Jan. 1, 2009. 

NAUMF is a network of United 
Methodist Foundations across 
America organized to work together to 
accomplish goals related to steward¬ 
ship, planned giving, and securing the 
future funding of the United 
Methodist churches, agencies and 
ministries. The association’s 56 foun¬ 
dations combined manage assets of 
more than $2.5 billion. 



Time Is Running Out! 


Order Customized Year-End Giving Brochures 
for Your Church 

M embers of your church can make a gift before December 31 and enjoy 
a charitable tax deduction and valuable tax savings on this year’s tax 
return. Some gifts can also provide donors income for a lifetime, and all gifts 
help the church. 

Order our ‘End of Year Gift Ideas’ brochure to learn about the variety of gift 
options available for an end-of-year gift. The Foundation will customize and 
deliver the brochures to your church so you can distribute them however you choose. 


Call us for a 
free sample brochure! 


Tri-fold color brochures 

To remind your members of the 
benefits of an end-of-year gift 

$69 per 100 brochures 
plus shipping 



225-346-1535 or 800-256-9317 
e-mail: information@umf.org 
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Save the Date! 

Conference-Wide 
Igniting Ministry 
Training! 
February 7, 2009 
Call the Conference 
Communications 
Department at 
(225) 346-1646 



Spiritual Direction /3 
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National World War II Museum features Eagle Scout’s devotional project 


New Orleans - A special Veterans Day 
event centered on a young man who, with 
the help of United Methodist Men, worked 
to republish Strength for Service to God 
and Country, the devotional book which 
was carried by his grandfather during 
World War II. 

On Nov. 11, the National World War II 


Museum hosted a discussion led by Evan 
Hunsberger who spearheaded the repub¬ 
lishing endeavor for his Eagle Scout proj¬ 
ect several years ago. He was joined by 
Larry Coppock, director of Strength for 
Service, an outreach of United Methodist 
Men. 

Strength for Service is an ecumenical 


daily devotional written specifically for 
those in service of others. First published in 
1942, the volume went out of print in the 
1950s as armed forces personnel returned 
home. Fifty years later, Hunsberger discov¬ 
ered his grandfather’s well worn copy of 

See Devotional, page 3 


Building Community 



Members of First United Methodist Church in Baker, La. operate a 
Community Cafe out of the church kitchen and Fellowship Hall, offering 
free meals every Wednesday. Rev. Gene Rives, pastor of First UMC, is pic¬ 
tured right with Charlene Wilkinson, a church member who serves as coor¬ 
dinator for the kitchen operations. 



First UMC Baker ‘serves up’ food and fellowship 


BY BETTY BACKSTROM 

Rev. Gene Rives, pastor of First United 
Methodist Church in Baker, La., is con¬ 
vinced that God has a “sense of humor.” 

Why else would Rives, whose first 
career was in the food industry, now serve 
as pastor for a church that is feeding folks 
five days a week? 

Pretty ironic, but truly wonderful, 
insists Rives, who is found every 
Wednesday working alongside church 
members in First UMC’s kitchen as they 
prepare a meal for the community. 

“We usually serve around 100 people in 
the Fellowship Hall. Then we pack up and 
deliver about 45 meals for those who are 
homebound,” said Rives. 

Immediately before the meal begins, 


guests attend a 15-minute worship service 
in the church sanctuary. “No one expected 
the tremendous need for something like 
this,” said Rives, who explained that the 
the project was bom in the wake of 
Hurricane Katrina. 

A number of New Orleans residents 
who evacuated the city prior to the 2005 
storm sought shelter in Baker’s communi¬ 
ty center. “Three days prior to Katrina, we 
met with city officials and agreed to make 
our church facilities available to meet 
community needs,” said Rives. 

First UMC soon started feeding people 
who had relocated to the area. “Our role 
in the storm recovery process was to pro¬ 
vide a place for hurting people to come. 
We fed them physically and spiritually,” 


added Rives. 

Many of the homeless evacuees were 
also suffering from depression and other 
psychological disorders. Area mental 
health workers volunteer to provide 
much-needed counseling, and referrals to 
the free public health clinic for those 
needing medical attention. Gene’s wife, 
Patti Rives, is a licensed clinical social 
worker and is among those volunteers 
providing on-going counseling and sup¬ 
port. 

The influx of new residents revealed 
the need for helping those who wanted to 
stay in the city to find permanent housing, 
jobs and job training. That’s when the 

See Community, page 6 
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ON THE JOURNEY 

A Couple of Concerns 


A couple of weeks ago I was privi¬ 
leged to attend the Council of Bishops 
fall meeting at St. Simon’s Island, 
Georgia. There is a beautiful United 
Methodist Camp there and we usually go 
there for the first meeting of the new 
quadrennium. It was good to see long¬ 
term colleagues, and a joy to meet the 
newly elected bishops from across the 
denomination. 

There were many aspects to our meet¬ 
ing, but one item that received a great 
deal of thoughtful attention was the 
October 19 gathering in Baltimore, 
Maryland where an organization called 
“Church Within A Church” held an 
“ordination” service in which a “self 
avowed practicing homosexual” was 
“ordained.” A second person that had 
been denied ordination by her annual 
conference was also “ordained” in this 
service. While I have not seen a great 
deal of publicity around this issue here in 
Louisiana, there have been those who 
have questioned me about it. 
Unfortunately, two retired United 
Methodist Bishops chose to participate in 
this “ordination” and their participation 
has brought this whole scene to the atten¬ 
tion of our church. 

The Council of Bishops struggled 
with this whole issue for quite some 
time. As a result the following statement 
was drafted and speaks for the Council: 

“On Sunday, October 19, 2008, a non- 
United Methodist organization, Church 
Within A Church, held an ecumenical 
worship service which they called an 
‘extra-ordinary ordination.” Church 
Within A Church shared that two United 
Methodists, one of whom is a ‘self 
avowed practicing homosexual,’ were 
ordained. The United Methodist Church 
is clear that it does not ordain self 
avowed practicing homosexuals (United 
Methodist Book of Discipline, paragraph 
304.3). 

This ‘ordination’ has no effect within 
the United Methodist Church and was 
not approved by any Annual Conference, 
or by any Board of Ordained Ministry, or 
by any cabinet. 

Ordinations are ecclesial actions. We 
believe these ordinations belong to 
Church Within A Church and therefore 
have no official status within our denom¬ 
ination and will not qualify individuals 
for appointment within The United 
Methodist Church.” 


Should you have 
received any mail¬ 
ings regarding this 
incident, please read 
their contents in 
light of the above 
statement. There is 
no legitimacy to the 
actions taken on 
October 19. It is yet 
one more distraction from the “main 
thing” of the church’s mission and such 
distractions can get us mired down in 
inner squabbling that will divert our 
attention from what we are primarily 
charged to do, and that is to “make disci¬ 
ples of Jesus Christ for the transforma¬ 
tion of the world.” 

And speaking of the “main thing”, 
another area of major focus for the 
Council’s work was looking at and plan¬ 
ning for the work around the four foci 
that will direct our efforts over the com¬ 
ing four years. Those four foci are: 

Developing principled Christian lead¬ 
ers for the church and the world. 

Creating new places for new people 
by starting new congregations and 
renewing existing ones. 

Engaging in ministry with the poor. 

Stamping our killer diseases by 
improving global health. 

As we become fully engaged in the 
far reaching implications of these areas 
of focus, we will have little time to be 
distracted by other issues that do not 
strike at the heart of the faith. I am eager 
to get started on all of these! 

In the spirit of Thanksgiving, I am 
deeply thankful to and for all of you in 
the Louisiana Annual Conference. I am 
thankful that Kay and I have an addition¬ 
al four years with you. I continually am 
energized by the opportunity to deal with 
the heart of the gospel with you and to 
share in the offering of Christ to the peo¬ 
ple with whom we live, work, and play. 
May your Thanksgiving be filled with 
Christ’s bounteous love and with God’s 
redeeming grace, and with the Holy 
Spirit’s life-giving power.. 

In Christ’s love, 

fall 4 

Bill Hutchinson 



Bishop William 
W. Hutchinson 



Tristi Charpentier with Blue Cross and Blue Shield of Louisiana presents a check 
for $20,000 to Carolyn Carnahan, Angel Award Honoree and Volunteers in Public 
Schools Founder, and Judy Bethly, Executive Director for VIPS. 


UM volunteer receives grant for program 


Volunteers In Public Schools (VIPS) 
received a $20,000 grant on Nov. 13 when 
the organization’s founder, Carolyn 
Carnahan, was honored as a 2008 Angel 
Award winner by the Blue Cross and Blue 
Shield of Louisiana Foundation. 

Carnahan, a member of First United 
Methodist Church in Baton Rouge, was 
one of eight Fouisianians honored at a 
recent banquet in Baton Rouge as the 2008 
recipients of the annual Angel Award. 

Since 1995, the Angel Award program has 
sought out, recognized and rewarded indi¬ 
viduals who do outstanding volunteer work 
to improve the quality of life for 
Fouisiana’s children. 

Blue Cross presented the grant to 
Carnahan during the VIPS We Believe In 
Children Conference held at First 
Presbyterian Church in Baton Rouge. 

Carnahan founded Volunteers In Public 
Schools out of her belief that whether stu¬ 
dents are enrolled in private or public 
schools, community members need to be 
involved in public education — and the 
most effective means to initiate that 
involvement is through a spirit of volun- 
teerism. She also initiated the We Believe 
In Children campaign, a project to help 
people of various faith-based groups find 
ways to meet the needs of public schools. 

“Carolyn is a shining example of what it 


means to be an Angel for Louisiana’s chil¬ 
dren,” said Christy Reeves, executive 
director of the Blue Cross Foundation. 
“She has worked tirelessly to provide bet¬ 
ter educational opportunities for all chil¬ 
dren in East Baton Rouge Parish. We are 
proud to honor Carolyn as one of this 
year’s Angels.” 

In addition to honoring this year’s eight 
winners, the Blue Cross Angel Award 
includes a $20,000 grant to each honoree’s 
charity. Since 1995, the Angel Award has 
recognized more than 100 volunteers and 
awarded more than $800,000 to their des¬ 
ignated nonprofit organizations. 

Angel Award honorees come from all 
walks of life and have ranged in age from 
17 to 93. What they have in common is an 
unselfish focus on improving the welfare 
of children in their communities. Honorees 
are chosen based on their efforts to 
enhance a child’s life - physically, mental¬ 
ly, emotionally or spiritually. They are 
selected each year by a panel of past hon¬ 
orees. 

More information on the Angel Award 
program, including a searchable database 
of all past nominees, finalists and winners, 
nomination criteria and an online nomina¬ 
tion form, is available at www.bcbsla.com 
(click on Community). 
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Spiritual direction and formation offer path to deepen faith life 



BY BETTY BACKSTROM 

Cherri Johnson believes that spiritual 
formation is a component needed in the life 
of every Christian. 

Johnson is a certified Spiritual Director, 
currently serving on the national board of 
The Fellowship of United Methodist 
Spiritual Directors and Retreat Leaders. 

According to Johnson, true spiritual for¬ 
mation reaches beyond church attendance, 
Bible study and Christian service to others. 
“It’s about our relationship with God. It’s 
about that inner, contemplative journey we 
take toward Him. It’s the inner formation 
of the soul in alignment with God, and dis¬ 
covering God’s purpose for us in this 
world.” 

When spiritual formation has been neg¬ 
lected, she added, there is a sense that a 
“piece of the puzzle is lost, a sense that 
there is something missing.” 

Johnson is a member of First United 
Methodist Church in Baton Rouge, and is 
currently serving as Director of Spiritual 
Formation for the congregation. 

She is quick to point out, however, that 
many people who become spiritual direc¬ 
tors do so mainly for their own spiritual 
edification and not for the intention of lead¬ 
ing church ministry or serving a staff posi¬ 
tion. “The course work of spiritual direc¬ 
tion leads those who feel called to go deep¬ 
er into their journey of personal spiritual 
formation,” said Johnson, who started her 
journey outside of the United Methodist 
Church. 

“Years ago, when I was first led to spiri¬ 
tual direction, I worked with people in the 
Episcopal and Catholic churches to receive 
help. Back then, the United Methodist 
Church was not offering this type of 
instruction,” said Johnson. 

She finally decided to contact Carole 
Cotton-Winn with the Louisiana 
Conference Academy of Spiritual 
Leadership. “We talked about it, and I 


remember asking her why we don’t have 
spiritual directors in the Methodist church. 
After much work, the Academy now has an 
excellent program called the Path of 
Spiritual Direction. This two-year study is 
set up to promote intentional study and for¬ 
mation, and is designed for laity and cler¬ 
gy*” 

Johnson said that people are sometimes 
surprised to hear that clergy seek to 
become spiritual directors, since they have 
attended seminary. “Many elders say that 
participating in the Path of Spiritual 
Direction has turned out to be one of the 
most transforming things they have done.” 

Rev. Elizabeth Wyatt, an ordained dea¬ 
con, echoed those sentiments. “Going 
through the path gave me a time I could get 
away, to touch base with what’s really 
important. As pastors, we get so busy, 
caught up in the day-to-day business of 
church life. The Path of Spiritual Direction 
offered me a time for renewal, a time to 
refresh. It helped me to be a better pastor 
and a better listener. It reminded me that 
God is in control.” 

Johnson pointed out that the concept of 
spiritual formation was modeled by Jesus 
throughout his ministry. “If we really 
examine his life, Jesus continually with¬ 
drew for times of prayer, and discernment. . 
. to the mountain, to the desert, to the gar¬ 
den. He is our strongest example of how 
important it is to seek God’s direction for 
our lives.” 

Johnson, who started the spiritual direc¬ 
tor certification process through the 
Academy and finished at Garrett- 
Evangelical Theological Seminary in 
Illinois, is very excited about the develop¬ 
ment of a center for spiritual formation at 
First UMC in Baton Rouge. “We have pur¬ 
chased the building next to the sanctuary, 
and it is currently being turned into a 
resource and space for spiritual formation 
and direction,” she said. 


Cherri Johnson, right, is a certified 
Spiritual Director, currently serving on 
the national board of The Fellowship of 
United Methodist Spiritual Directors 
and Retreat Leaders. Johnson is a 
member of First United Methodist 
Church in Baton Rouge, and is cur¬ 
rently serving as Director of Spiritual 
Formation for the congregation. She is 
pictured above with other members of 
the board of directors of FUMSDRL 
during a recent event at The Wesley 
Center called “Spirituality and 
TransitiomHearing and Telling Our 
Stories.” 

Those wanting to find out more about 
spiritual formation can attend a Christian 
Formation Conference to be held March 5- 
7, 2009 at Centenary College of Louisiana. 
The event is sponsored by Centenary’s 
Christian Leadership Center and First 
United Methodist Churches of Shreveport 
and Baton Rouge. With plenary talks and 
breakout sessions on personal and congre¬ 
gational soul care, the conference will fea¬ 
ture spiritual director Wendy Miller. 
Experiential learning in everything from 
prayer ministries, Christian formation for 
the family and the art of storytelling will be 



offered. More information can be found at 
www.centenary.edu/clc/formation or by 
calling (318) 869-5156 

Johnson also lifted up the efforts of The 
Fellowship of United Methodist Spiritual 
Directors and Retreat Leaders. The group 
recently sponsored an event at The Wesley 
Center in Woodworth entitled “Spirituality 
and Transition: Hearing and Telling Our 
Stories.” This ministry connects and 
encourages United Methodist spiritual 
directors and retreat leaders across the 
national connection. 



Pictured on Veteran’s Day at the National World War II Museum in New Orleans are 
Larry Coppock, Evan Hunsberger, Nick Mueller, Kirby Larpenter and Joe Kelly. 


Congress on Evangelism set for 2009 


Devotional, from page 1 

the book and made an Eagle Scout project 

out of seeing the volume republished. 

The first publisher of the book was the 
precursor to Cokesbury, the United 
Methodist publishing house. Because of 
the United Methodist connection, and 
UMM’s strong connection to Scouting, 
United Methodist Men supported 
Hunsberger in his effort to republish the 
volume. 

“I am excited to share the story behind 
my republishing efforts for Strength for 
Service,” said Hunsberger. “Since I began 
this project, I have had the honor of meet¬ 


ing members of the military, their family 
members and their friends, as well as an 
abundance of other individuals who have 
inspired me and my faith.” 

“The impact Strength for Service has 
had is immeasurable,” said Coppock. “Not 
only were more than one million copies 
distributed during WWII and the Korean 
Conflict, but more than 300,000 books 
have been distributed since it was repub¬ 
lished in 2002.” 

For information about Strength for 
Service and to leam how support this 
effort, please visit www.strengthforser- 
vice.org. 


The Congress on Evangelism 2009 will 
be held Jan. 6-9, 2009 at the Opryland 
Convention Center in Nashville, Term. 
Sponsored by The Council on Evangelism 
through the General Board of Discipleship, 
the theme for the congress is “Leading in 
the Wesleyan Way.” 

Bishop Robert Schnase will introduce 
this year’s theme based upon his book, The 
Five Practices of Fruitful Congregations. 
Each of the five practices will be the sub¬ 
ject of a series of workshops, led by pre¬ 
senters such as Rev. Mike Slaughter (pastor 
of Ginghamsburg UMC) and Karen 
Greenwaldt (General Secretary of GBOD). 

Bishop William W. Hutchinson will 
serve as one of six worship leaders for the 
event. Hutchinson, Episcopal leader for the 
Louisiana Annual Conference, will also 
serve as Episcopal Director for The 
Foundation for Evangelism beginning 
January 2009. 


Other worship leaders include Tyrone 
Gordon, pastor of St. Luke “Community” 
UMC in Dallas, Tex., and Maxie Dunnam, 
chancellor of Asbury Theological 
Seminary. 

A focus on Hispanic/Latino leadership 
will offer leaders in this specific area the 
opportunity to develop evangelism tools, 
share in discussions and become part of a 
leadership community. 

Small group workshops will focus on 
youth ministry, internet ministry, Emmaus 
and Chrysalis, campus and young adult 
ministry, and others. “Evangelism on a 
Dime” will be led by Rev. Joe Connelly of 
the Louisiana Conference with a focus on 
creative ways in which to do evangelism 
on a shoestring budget. For more informa¬ 
tion, to reserve hotel rooms, and to register 
online, visit 

www.CongressOnEvangelism.org 


Open Hearts, Open Minds, Open Doors 
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Asbury UMC - Bossier City 



Asbury United Methodist Church in Bossier City celebrated Youth Sunday on Oct. 
19. The entire worship service was led by members of the youth group. Cam 
Brandao and Stephanie Axelson delivered the messages for the day. 



Tyler Fanguy, from left, Chelsea Thibodeaux, 13, Alex Salassi, 13, Stephen Folse, 
13, and Allyson Marcel, 14, play parts in “Forgiveness,” a five-minute movie cre¬ 
ated by a Vacation Bible School class at Bayou Blue United Methodist Church in 
Houma. 


Broadmoor UMC - Shreveport 



Nathan Foreman slides down the inflatable slide at Broadmoor UMC in 
Shreveport during a Neighborhood Block Party on Oct. 26. Photo by Angela 
Cason. 


First UMC - Columbia and 
Hope UMC - Monroe 



The youth of Hope United Methodist Church in Monroe joined the youth of First 
United Methodist Church of Columbia on Oct. 4 as they painted and made reno¬ 
vations to the Columbia church youth room. This is the second project that the 
two youth groups have done together. During the summer, the youth from First 
UMC traveled to Hope UMC and helped them with cleanup work around the 
church. Rev. Stuart Sherman is pastor of First UMC, Columbia, and Rev. Marcus 
Gaut is pastor of Hope UMC. 


Bayou Blue UMC-Houma 


BY LAURA MCKNIGHT 
HOUMA TODAY 

BAYOU BLUE - No bead necklaces, 
decorated visors or painted light-switch 
covers for this Vacation Bible School craft 
time. 

Instead, the youth group at Bayou Blue 
United Methodist Church opted to scrap 
the traditional Bible-school projects for a 
more Hollywood approach to depicting 
spiritual lessons. 

The group of 13 children, who attend 
various middle and junior-high schools, 
created a movie about forgiveness during 
this summer’s Vacation Bible School at the 
Methodist church. The roughly five-minute 
video revolves around a car collision 
between two couples, a troubled couple 
and a churchgoing couple. 

“It was the best Vacation Bible School 
project I’ve ever seen,” said the Rev. Jeff 
Duke, pastor of Bayou Blue United 
Methodist. Duke has served as a minister 
for 26 years, the last two at the local 
Methodist church. 

The moviemaking project, the first of its 
kind at the church, proved a hit with the 
preteens and teens, said Lucy Fanguy, 
director of Vacation Bible School for the 
church. 

“It was awesome,” said Breanna Nacio, 
12, of Houma , who served as second cam¬ 
era person for the movie. 

The idea for the project came from 
Fanguy’s husband, Mark, who runs a 
video-production business known as 
Backbone Media Group with Rory White, 
a Houma chiropractor. White and Fanguy 
allowed the youth to use Backbone 
Media’s video cameras, microphones and 
other equipment. 

The video producers guided the youth in 
making the movie, but the preteens and 
teens led all aspects of the project from 
writing, directing and acting to camera 
work and editing. 

“They did everything themselves,” Lucy 
Fanguy said. 

Brett Hebert, 12, of Houma , said he 
enjoyed learning to use a professional 
video camera. Allyson Marcel, 14, of 
Houma , who played an annoyed passen¬ 
ger, said she liked acting in front of a cam¬ 
era after she got over her initial nervous¬ 


ness. Her brother, 12-year-old Thomas 
Marcel, concocted much of the story line. 

The video work not only gave the youth 
a more exciting week at Vacation Bible 
School, but also helped drive home the 
concept of forgiveness, church leaders said. 
Forgiveness was one of the key lessons in 
this year’s Vacation Bible School, held 
July 21 to 25. 

The group had to find a way to portray 
forgiveness in action, which led to thought- 
provoking discussions on the topic, said 
Kathy Stokes, youth director for Bayou 
Blue United Methodist. 

“It made them realize how your actions 
come across to other people,” Stokes said. 

The video was created “to show how 
when you’re a Christian, you’re supposed 
to forgive people no matter what they did,” 
Hebert explained. 

The craft project also taught the youth 
valuable lessons in teamwork, Lucy 
Fanguy said. The movie represented the 
first major group activity for the youth 
group, which formed in mid-June, Stokes 
said. 

The video had youth of various denomi¬ 
national backgrounds working together, 
including Catholics, Methodists and 
Assembly of God members. The effort 
showed the youth that Christianity tran¬ 
scends denomination, leaders said. 

“We’re all worshipping the same God,” 
Lucy Fanguy said. 

The group completed the movie in four 
nights. 

The movie premiered during the closing 
celebration for Vacation Bible School, pro¬ 
jected onto a large screen before an audi¬ 
ence of Bible-schoolgoers and their fami¬ 
lies. 

The audience responded well to the pro¬ 
duction, laughing and clapping at the 
appropriate points, Lucy Fanguy said. 

The crowd enjoyed the group’s subtle 
touches, like the way 13-year-old Alex 
Salassi of Bourg tugged his pants up after 
exiting a police car “like cops do,” Lucy 
Fanguy said. 

“They loved it,” she said. 

Seeing the teens behind the wheels of 
several vehicles did jar some parents, 
Stokes said. “We had to keep reassuring 
them that they’re not driving,” she said. 
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Roberts UMC and 
Faith Crossing UMC 



Nineteen volunteers from Roberts United Methodist Church in Denham Springs 
and Faith Crossing UMC, a new church start serving the Walker/Denham Springs 
area, worked together to sort food at the Greater Baton Rouge Food Bank. The 
group ranged in age from 9 to 80. The two churches hope this will be one of 
many joint mission projects in the future. 

Mt. Zion UMC - New Orleans 


Three college students recently received 
the 2008-2009 church scholarships spon¬ 
sored by Mount Zion United Methodist 
Church in New Orleans. 

Kandyce Franklin, a sophomore at 
Dillard University, received a scholarship 
for $1,000. 

Cameron Johnson, a freshman at the 
University of New Orleans, was awarded 
$1,300. Kristen Lonon, a junior attending 
Louisiana State University, received $800. 


As Mount Zion UMC continues to 
rebuild, the church’s scholarship committee 
wishes to thank all visitors to and members 
of Mount Zion United Methodist Church 
for their support. “Special thanks to all 
those who have made contributions by way 
of Scholarship Sundays, special givings, 
and all other occasions,” said Jeanetta 
Wilson, scholarship committee chair. 


Grambling University Wesley Foundation 



“Campus Ministry: The Gift That 
Makes a Difference” was the theme for a 
recently held gala sponsored by 
Grambling’s Wesley Foundation Board of 
Directors. 

Joyce Evans, radio manager of KGRM 
91.5, served as mistress of ceremony. The 
intergenerational group of guests enjoyed 
entertainment from community performers 
and Grambling State University students. 
Rev. Beth Love Tu’Uta sang Duke 
Ellington’s “Come Sunday Morning” and 


opened the gala with a rendition of the 
Lord’s Prayer. Rev. Connie Breaux served 
as her accompanist. 

Charter members of the 25-year- old 
campus ministry were recognized and 
reunited, sharing a few reflections of their 
beginning. 

United Campus Ministry, an ecumenical 
program on campus, was recognized. Key 
United Methodist leaders in that effort 
include Revs. Andrew Goff, Derrick D. 
Hills and Consuella Breaux. 



Over 400 people attended the “In the Name of Love: A U2 Eucharist” worship 
event held at the Festival Plaza on Nov. 9 in Shreveport. The service was a col¬ 
laborative project of several Shreveport/Bossier City area churches including 
Asbury UMC and First UMC in Bossier City, as well as Broadmoor UMC, Grace 
UMC and First UMC in Shreveport. The event was organized by the District 
Young Adult Team. 

Shreveport area churches hold U2 eucharist event 


BY SHERRY P. SHEPHARD 
SHREVEPORT TIMES 

Several area churches came together for 
M In the Name of Love: A U2 Eucharist'’ 
worship event that featured area musicians 
performing the music of U2, a rock band 
whose songs often emphasize the impor¬ 
tance of justice for the poor and oppressed. 

The Rev. John Robert Black, associate 
pastor at First United Methodist Church, of 
Bossier City, said the idea for the event 
came about after conversations among dif¬ 
ferent pastors. 

"We all started talking about it and it 
sort of snowballed," he said. 

The Rev. Kathy Wafer, associate pastor 
at Broadmoor United Methodist Church in 
Shreveport, said she had just returned from 
seminary in Chicago and witnessed a U2 
Eucharist service at Holy Covenant United 
Methodist Church, the same church where 
the Rev. Katie McKay, associate pastor at 
Asbury United Methodist Church in 
Bossier City, had once served. 

"I was all excited about it and I came 
back to our church and thought how cool if 
we could do that," Wafer said. "It was one 
of those God things that just pulls you 
together," she said. 

The Rev. Matt Rawle, associate pastor 
at Broadmoor United Methodist Church, 
said, "We were all thinking about it inde¬ 
pendently and just called each other within 
two days or so to talk about it." 

During the time she served at Holy 
Covenant, McKay assisted with two U2 
Eucharist services. She said after much dis¬ 
cussion, it was decided now was the per¬ 
fect time to start holding this type of serv¬ 
ice in Louisiana. 

"In an environment like this, with the 
economy the way it has turned and the 
state of our country and our communities, 
it is so easy sometimes to fall into a spiritu¬ 


al depression or apathy that is hard to 
notice is present until we are all in it," 
McKay said. 

"Part of the mission of the U2 Eucharist 
is to fight that apathy by reminding people 
who they are and connecting them with 
other people around the city that have the 
same questions and desires for their lives," 
she said. 

Rawle said the event was a worship and 
Holy Communion service. 

"I can't think of a better way to worship 
and to break bread than out in the open," 
he said. 

Among the speakers for the event were 
the Rev. Craig Kocher, associate dean of 
Duke Chapel and director of Religious Life 
at Duke University's Divinity School in 
Durham, N.C.; and the Rev. Sione Tu'uta, a 
pastor at Grace Community United 
Methodist Church in Shreveport. 

Rawle said even though most of the 
churches involved were United Methodist 
churches, it was not just a Methodist event. 

"It was geared toward folks who have 
spent a lifetime in the church, folks who 
have never been to a church and folks who 
have been wounded by the church," he 
said. "It's for everyone." 

Black said the event was a combining of 
the sacred and the secular. 

"Bono (of U2) has become nationally 
known in his fight against global poverty 
and disease," Black said. "This is an awe¬ 
some way to come together. It seems like 
more and more people are caring." 

Rawle said, "Too often we sit back in 
the church and wait for people to come to 
us. This was an instance where we were 
going out." 

Black said, "An event like this draws 
attention to national and local issues. It's 
phenomenal." 
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The Baton Rouge District Ministry Team is requesting that Louisiana Conference 
churches assist three new Conference church starts by supplying items from the 
respective churches’ wish lists. These faith communities are Faith Crossing UMC in 
Walker/Denham Springs, NewSong on Old Perkins UMC in Prairieville, and The Well 
UMC which serves the Hammond area. Please encourage your local church to partici¬ 
pate by providing some of these items. Perhaps Sunday School classes, United 
Methodist Men units, United Methodist Women’s circles, and other small groups 
could adopt a project. Or, if your church cannot assist monetarily, then some of your 
members may wish to give of their time in various areas of ministry to these new 
churches. One way to help is to attend one of these services for a few weeks. 

Contact information for each church is listed on their wish list. Please give their 
pastor a call if you are able to help with any of the items on their list. 

Please continue to keep these new churches and their pastors in your prayers. 

Faith Crossing UMC Wish List 

Rev. Leslie Stephens 
34248 Spring Lake 
Walker, LA 70785 
225-223-8652 (cell) 
pastorleslie@mac. com 
www.faithcrossingumc. org 

8 portable pipe and drape panels for worship space - $150 per panel. 

75 more chairs for worship - $40 per chair 
4 - 48” X 30” round tables - $65 per table 
Various cables for sound system - $350 
Four microphone stands - $30 per stand 
One Shure Wireless lavalier microphone - $900 

4 Shure Wireless microphones - $99 per microphone 
Live worship software - $300 

3 kids tables and chairs - 50 per set 

New MacBook Pro laptop for media - $2600 

5 puppets - $40 per puppet 
Puppet stage - $175 

Adults to work with the children of Faith Crossing - “Priceless” 

NewSong Wish List 

Rev. Trey Harris 
17839 Airline Highway 
Prairieville, LA 70769 
225-333-2371 (cell) 
trey@newumc. org 
www. newumc. org 

New 30 channel digital sound board-$3,000 

Video monitors for band and praise team—$1,800 

Nursery paging system—$600 

Couches, chairs and round table for youth room 

Wall hangings/decorations for nursery and children’s church room 

Cokesbury one-room Sunday School curriculum (current) 

100 new white folding chairs @ $25.00 each (Sam’s Item #513756) 

Sound attenuation/wall decor (materials only) $1,800 
10 round folding tables @ $100.00 each (Sam’s item# 982218) 

2 folding table racks @ $168 each (Sam’s Item #446961) 

5 folding chair racks @ $160 (Sam’s Item # 317078) 

Cabinets/counter tops for coffee/welcome stations—$2,500 
Other ongoing expenses: 

Monthly facility rent—$4,000 

Utilities-$500 

Staff salaries- $2,000 

The Well Wish List 

Dr. M. Jack O Dell, pastor 
720 St. Charles Court 
Ponchatoula, LA 70454 
pastor@thewellumc. com 
985-981-2334 

10 teams of 15 people who will attend worship for four weeks (10:30 a.m.) 

An architect to draw master plan or plans for new church first phase building 
50 Chairs at $35 per chair 

Four bookshelves for pastors office @ $70 per unit 

Church Program ACS program for small churches with support, $600 

Replace heads for drums, $200 

Cd Duplicator $400-$600 

Four round tables @ $100 

Small group resources, $200 per quarter 

Program/Worship staff, $30,000 for one year 



Baker area school children ride the bus every day to First UMC in Baker, which 
serves as a site for an after school program. Community members participate in 
a brief worship service before they enjoy a free meal, served every Wednesday. 


Community, from page 1 
idea of partnering with Kitchens with 
Mission—a job training network—took 
root. 

Kitchens with Mission works with local 
partners to develop training and employ¬ 
ment models for those seeking a career in 
food services. With KWM’s guidance, First 
UMC brought jobless transplants into their 
kitchen, offering them opportunities to leam 
about contract meal production, catering, 
and restaurant ventures. 

As an offshoot of these efforts, staff and 
volunteers are currently preparing and 
delivering 345 meals a day to area schools 
that have contracted with First UMC as a 
meal provider. Plans are already in the 
works to provide an additional 300 meals, 
five days a week, to other area schools after 
the first of the year. 

Proceeds from the burgeoning enterprise 
are tunneled into church missions and proj¬ 
ects. Ron Stott, chairperson of Missions for 
First UMC, is delighted about the new 
source of revenue for mission outreach. 

“This whole project benefits the commu¬ 
nity and our church in so many ways. We 
provide a place for fellowship and a com¬ 
forting meal each Wednesday. We fill a 
need for local schools, while raising money 
for missions. And we offer career training 
to those who need new opportunities,” said 


Stott, who also serves as president for the 
Community Cafe. 

Stott adds that the worship time and 
meals have brought townspeople together in 
a way never seen before. “We’ll have the 
mayor or the fire chief sitting at the table 
with people looking for jobs, people who 
are in the process of rebuilding their lives. 
Eating together, theye begin to know each 
other and care for one another.” 

He added that First UMC, which was in 
transition and growing smaller, has steadily 
grown in membership over the last seven 
months. 

Ariel Adams, a new member of First 
UMC and a transplant from New Orleans, 
also serves as a member of the kitchen staff, 
produding hundreds of meals for delivery. 

Adams grew up as an active member of 
Mt. Zion UMC in New Orleans. She per¬ 
formed with the church’s liturgical dance 
team, and as Ariel puts it, “might as well 
have pitched a tent at Mt. Zion since I spent 
so much time there.” 

Then Katrina hit, and Adams moved with 
her children and husband to the town of 
Baker. She found a spiritual home there, 
and a job that she finds gratifying. 

“I was looking for what I had at Mt. 

Zion. Rev. Rives and the church in Baker 
opened their arms and their hearts to my 
family. They genuinely cared about what I 
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United Methodist explores faith with hunting and outdoor seminars 



Clyde Keating, a member of Fitzgerald United Methodist Church in Blond, La., 
leads a seminar focused on faith, hunting and the ‘great’ outdoors. 


BY BILLY TURNER 

NEW ORLEANS DISTRICT 

COMMUNICATOR 

The morning was cool and crisp with a 
slight breeze blowing from the East. Clyde 
Keating sat in his deer stand admiring, 
well, nothing and everything. The sky was 
still dark, and the Big Dipper was startling¬ 
ly bright. 

“I just thought that if someone didn’t 
believe in God, well, they couldn’t look up 
there and not,” he said. 

Keating, tall and lean with a distin¬ 
guished white beard, sniffed the freshness 
of the October morning and felt the wet¬ 
ness of a slight dew. He dreamed of all 
those mornings he sat in deer stands, 
watching, waiting, enjoying time out of 
doors, enjoying the peace of the morning. 

“You realize how small you are as an 
individual when you gaze up at the sky,” 
Keating said in his distinctive drawl. “I 
realized how fortunate we are to live in 
America where we have the opportunity to 
go to the church of our choice whenever 
we want or don’t want, and to serve God.” 

Keating loves hunting and has com¬ 
bined his love of hunting and love of God 
by giving hunting and outdoor seminars. In 
late September, he packed up his huge 
book of photos, grabbed a bow he loves, 
picked up his targets and brought them to 
the church of his choice, Fitzgerald United 
Methodist Church. A total of 37 youth and 
older hunters and would-be hunters sat in 
the fellowship hall and listened to Keating 
tell why and how to hunt. 

“Some years ago at Folson Baptist 
Church they had this big youth program 
and they were trying to move it in a differ¬ 
ent direction. They had a lot of outdoorsy 
types and they asked me if I could do 
something. That’s how it started.” 

Asked why he conducts the seminars, 
Keating is quick to say, “You’re touching a 


group of people that might not ever get into 
the church with what they love to do. 
Maybe if they hear something while 
they’re at the church it might mean some¬ 
thing to them.” 

Church builders refer to this as “felt” 
needs, and although it is a bit different than 
the usual—relationships, divorces, singles, 
etc.—it is a need in this small community, 
located just outside of Covington. 
Fitzgerald UMC is located in Blond, La., 
with a population 10,000 in the 70453 zip 


code. The town is made up of many 
hunters. 

Keating used a power point display to 
show everything one might need to know 
about hunting with a bow instead of a gun. 
Even a couple of young women were there. 

“We had several people who I doubt had 
ever darkened the doors of a church except 
for funerals or weddings,” Keating said, 
laughing. “I was impressed that we had all 
age groups. Maybe they were touched by 
the message at the end. A lot of those peo¬ 


ple just need someone they have something 
in common with. I don’t know how it 
works, but maybe they just need the right 
moment to occur when they hear some¬ 
thing about faith or God and something 
says, ‘maybe you’re right.’ ” 

Keating grew up in a family of hunters. 
He spent many days with his older brother, 
Donald, either hunting or fishing. 

He taught and coached in a junior high 
school for 25 years, using sports to help 
youth stay off the street. “Drugs were just 
starting to come in back then and it was a 
way, we thought, to give them some disci¬ 
pline.” 

He still believes that discipline, even the 
discipline of doing something like hunting, 
helps youngsters. “I’ve rarely seen a youth 
who had a passion for hunting getting 
involved in drugs,” he said. 

He and his wife, Carol, came to 
Fitzgerald years ago when a young man 
named Johnny Johnston came to live with 
them. They felt the need to find a place to 
worship, and returned to church. 

“We visited several churches and little 
Johnny said he felt more at home at 
Fitzgerald,” Keating said. “I thought I was 
a good person, thought I had done a lot of 
good, but I found out there was more to it 
than that. It is about Jesus.” 

That’s the message he tells at the end of 
his outdoor/hunting seminar. He tells how 
he found a church, how he found a faith 
that sustains him. Keating is now head of 
the board at Fitzgerald UMC, a leader at a 
church that is growing after a couple of 
leaner years post-Hurricane Katrina. 

“I get emotional when I’m telling it, but 
that’s the kind of guy I am,” he said. “I 
once was told that if someone gets emo¬ 
tional telling something, they’re being 
real.” 

As real as all of outdoors. . . that’s 
Keating. 


Safe sanctuaries training set for December 6 Sam grant applications due December 15 


The Louisiana Annual Conference 
approved a resolution requiring every 
church in the Conference to have a written 
Safe Sanctuaries Policy by January 2009. 
In order to facilitate compliance with this 
requirement we offered training sessions 
for each district. If you missed your dis¬ 
trict’s training, a final training is offered on 
Dec. 6 at The Wesley Center in 
Woodworth, La. 

It is our expectation that every church 
will walk away from the training with their 


policies pretty much in hand. To be most 
effective, the trainings will require a 
“team” from each church. We are inviting 
these persons to attend the sessions: pas¬ 
tors; SPR representative; trustee representa¬ 
tive; age level/Sunday School volunteer 
representatives; and any staff who primari¬ 
ly work with children or youth. 

The training on Dec. 6 runs from 10 
a.m. to 3 p.m. Those wishing to attend may 
register online by visiting the conference 
website at www.la-umc.org 


Applications are now being received for 
Support Action Ministries (SAM) grants. 
The purpose of the SAM grant is to pro¬ 
vide a portion of the initial funding neces¬ 
sary for a local church to establish a new 
mission project. A SAM Grant will not 
exceed $3,000 annually for three consecu¬ 
tive years. Recipients of SAM Grants 
must submit a re-application along with an 
attached financial audit at the end of each 
fiscal year in order for funding to be 
renewed. The deadline for all applications 
will be Dec. 15, 2008. It is expected that 
during the three-year period of funding, 


recipient projects will actively seek other 
sources of ongoing income. 

Priority for SAM Grant funding will be 
given to church-sponsored mission projects 
for local communities; local church youth 
or children’s programs; and salary supple¬ 
ments for mission project staff. 

No funds are given for transportation 
ministries, local church staff salaries, and 
day care programs. Download grant appli¬ 
cation from www.la-umc.org and return by 
deadline to: Rachel Scott, 405 Teak Drive, 
Shreveport, LA 71115, or call (318) 797- 
8721 or email scottrl@bellsouth.net 


Conference contracts background check company 


Benefit concert planned for Kate Crews 


In order to facilitate background checks 
the Louisiana Annual Conference has con¬ 
tracted with a company called Trak-1 
Technologies. This company has a great 
nationwide reputation and is a partner of 
UMPACT. What our Conference contract 
allows is that any church/ministry in the 
conference can sign up with Trak-1 and not 
be charged the set up/activation fee. There 
are still fees for each check you run, but 
Trak-1 provides instant results at a great 
rate. 

Keep in mind that you can use any 


source you want, but you need to be sure 
your provider is checking the La. 
Department of Corrections database not 
just the national database. The conference 
recommends the use of Trak-1 because of 
their partnership with the United Methodist 
Church; their use of up to date technology 
and proper databases; pricing; and associat¬ 
ed services like information storage, 
release samples and compliance assistance. 

Churches may sign up for Trak-1 by 
visiting the Safe Sanctuaries page on the 
conference website at www.la-umc.org 


Kate Crews, daughter of Charles and 
Janne Crews, was in a major car accident 
several months ago that was not her 
fault. Rev. Charles Crews currently serves 
as pastor of First United Methodist Church 
in Welsh and Hayes UMC. 

Since June, Kate has been recovering 
from a serious head injury at Shepherd’s 
Center in Atlanta and is doing remarkably 
well. But, the road ahead is still daunting 


and medical expenses are overwhelming. 

To assist with these costs, friends and 
family are organizing a benefit concert 
entitled “For the Love of Kate,” slated for 
7 p.m. on Jan. 29 at First UMC in Lake 
Charles. The concert will feature the music 
of Kate Campbell, noted singer. 

Tickets costing $25 a piece will go on 
sale Jan. 2. Contact Linda Clayton at (337) 
588-4235 for more information. 
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North Rampart Community Center 
(NRCC) is hosting its First Annual 
Comedy Hour Fund Raiser on Dec. 5-6 
from 7-9:30 p.m. each evening. The 
Board of Directors and the Advisory 
Committee are sponsoring the event at 
Bethany United Methodist Church, 
located at 4533 Mendez Street in New 
Orleans. 

Featured artists include Rev. Connie 
Saizon, a Christian comedian and pastor 
of St. Landry UMC in Gonzales and 
Hughes UMC in Baton Rouge, as well 
as Clark J. Knighten, owner of Black 


Cat Productions, LLC. Most important¬ 
ly, the comedy hour will feature the 
“stars” of North Rampart Community 
Center. 

Proceeds will assist NRCC’s after¬ 
school program. Event organizers have 
set a goal of $10,000 which will benefit 
this worthy project. It is hoped that each 
United Methodist Church in the 
Louisiana Conference will sell 10 tick¬ 
ets, and each unit of United Methodist 
Women will sell 10 tickets. If you have 
any questions, please call Joanne Finley 
at (504) 529-1681, ext. 205. 


Merry Christmas from Russia’s children 


Children from First 
United Methodist Church in 
Ekaterinburg, Russia have 
designed and produced 
Christmas cards that are on 
sale in the Louisiana Annual 
Conference. The children 
designed the cards as part of 
a VBS lesson on steward¬ 
ship. All proceeds go back to 
the children as a gift to their 
church in Russia, partner of 
the Louisiana United 
Methodist Conference. 

This picture, "Christmas 
Bells," is by Alona 
Nekrasavoi. Alona is one of 
the children in week-long 
VBS conducted by a mission 
team from the Louisiana 
Conference. Packets of 10 
cards (five designs) and 
envelopes are available for 
$15 per packet including 
shipping. 

To order packets to sell in 
your church, call Monica 
Bradsher at (225) 766-6134 
or e-mail 

MonicaB3@cox.net 



Mount Sequoyah 
Conferences slated 

Mount Sequoyah has three unique con¬ 
ferences coming in early 2009. Save the 
date for these informative events. More 
information is available on the website for 
each event at www.mountsequoyah.org 

Addiction Ministry Responders 
Conference, February 23-25, 2009 

A conference for all church leadership, 
clergy and laity, to help shape the church’s 
response to substance abuse problems 
within their communities and congrega¬ 
tions. 

Small Church Leadership Institute, 
March 9-13, 2009 

A conference to equip laity and clergy 
with the knowledge and skills for leading 
their small attendance church into the 
future. 

Caring for Creation Conference, March 
27-29, 2009 

A conference designed to educate, net¬ 
work, and inspire faith communities to ini¬ 
tiate, develop, and sustain stewardship pro¬ 
grams that will protect and celebrate God’s 
creation. 


Choir robes 
available 

St. Andrew’s UMC in Baton Rouge 
is replacing their choir robes and 
would like to donate them to a church 
that could use them. 

There are 33 Adult and 4 acolyte 
choir robes, silver-gray, each with 2 
stoles. They are in good condition and 
will be available Nov. 30th. 

Please contact Kathy Masey at 
225-752-4659 for more information. 


IRA Rollover Gifts 



225) 346-1535 


Charitable Giving 
Through Individual 
Retirement Accounts 

Congress recently changed the 
rules for charitable gifts made 
from IRAs. If you are over age 
7OV2, the Federal government 
now permits you to rollover 
amounts from your IRA to 
charity without tax. 

- CSSSD - 


Easy IRA Gift 


Martha was a retired parish administrator and a 
volunteer at her United Methodist Church. Her 
retirement plan had grown substantially and she 
had almost $450,000 in her IRA. Since Martha 
had all of the income she currently needed, she 
decided to make a gift of $2,000 from her IRA to her 
church. Martha called her custodian and requested a 


UNITED METHODIST 

FOUNDATION 

- — of Louisiana - 


Where Faith and Money Come Together 71 


(800) 256-9317 
www.umfgiving.org 


transfer of part of her minimum distribution amount. It 
was an easy gift to make, and she liked the fact that she could help 
her church without increasing her taxes. 


Always consult your financial advisor before making any significant estate planning decisions. 
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For the latest 
information regarding 
disaster recovery efforts, 
visit the La. Conference 
web site at 

www.la-umc.org 

or contact the UM 
Disaster Recovery Center 

at (225) 346-5193 
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Campaign invites congregations to 

United Methodist Communications is “Rethink Church” is the name of this 


creating the next evolution of the “Open 
hearts. Open minds. Open doors.” welcom¬ 
ing and advertising campaign, which seeks 
to redefine the church experience beyond 
just Sundays and church buildings—in 
other words, to “rethink church.” 


new phase of the Igniting Ministry initia¬ 
tive, a product of efforts by United 
Methodist Communications. Developers of 
the plan hope to make the word “church” a 
verb instead of a noun. Their hope is that 
church can be more of an out-of-church 


‘rethink church’ 

365 days a year experience where people 
may find opportunities for active participa¬ 
tion in the world beyond. 

If “open” moves from an adjective to a 
verb then, together, United Methodists can 
open hearts, open minds and open doors. 

See Igniting Ministries, page 7 


African Connection 



A fact finding mission to Senegal Nov. 5-17 turned into a life changing experience for United Methodist team members from the 
Louisiana Annual Conference.The team was also able to provide outreach by delivering over 300 pounds of medicine to the 
impoverished areas of Gandiol and Thies. A free pharmacy was set up at the Gandiol clinic, a two hour drive from Dakar, 
Senegal’s capital. Team members Revs. Martha Orphe and Connie Thomas are pictured above right. 


Fact-finding mission to Senegal proves fruitful 


BY BETTY BACKSTROM 

A fact finding mission to Senegal in 
early November turned into a life chang¬ 
ing experience for United Methodist 
team members from the Louisiana 
Annual Conference. 

“We learned about the wonderful 
things that The United Methodist Church 
is already doing in this poverty-stricken 
area of Africa. But we also got a first 
hand glimpse of the overwhelming need 
that volunteers and staff face every sin¬ 


gle day,” said Rev. Dr. Martha Orphe, 
director of Multicultural Ministries for 
the conference. 

Orphe went to Senegal Nov. 5-17 
with Rev. Connie Thomas, pastor of Mt. 
Zion United Methodist Church in New 
Orleans and Mae Calvin, a member of 
First UMC in Baton Rouge. Wesley 
Belton, a retired professor from 
Mississippi, also went with the group 
which traveled to Dakar—Senegal’s cap¬ 
ital and largest city—the town of Thies, 
Goree Island, and a small village called 


Gandiol. 

When the team arrived in Dakar, they 
visited the Women’s Skill Center, a proj¬ 
ect of The United Methodist Church. 

“We visited with the women and learned 
more about the clothes, jewelry and 
tablecloths they make and sell to earn a 
living. Once the participants have com¬ 
pleted the three-year program, they 
receive their own sewing machine,” said 
Orphe, who explained that the center can 

See Africa, page 4 
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ON THE JOURNEY 

Witness 


Recently, I listened yet again to the 
vows of membership into the United 
Methodist Church. They are the very 
vows I have heard all of my life - or at 
least I think that is the case! Anyway, I 
can’t remember when we didn’t use 
them. “Will you be loyal to the United 
Methodist Church and uphold it by your 
prayers, your presence, your gifts and 
your service?” They are like a mantra 
that is descriptive of our household of 
faith. They are strong, expectant, and 
active vows that have served us as a 
denomination quite well over the years. 

With the General Conference of 2008 
these familiar vows have been changed. 
Nothing has been removed, but some¬ 
thing has been added. Now, in addition 
to prayers, presence, gifts and service, a 
new promise is to be asked - Witness. 

I affirm that addition. Prayers, pres¬ 
ence, gifts and service are all ways we 
have been supportive of our church and 
in particular of our own local congrega¬ 
tion. We pray for the church, local and 
universal. We are present in our church 
when it gathers for worship and for mis¬ 
sion. We give of our talents to the 
church in an effort to lead it forward. 

And we pledge our service to the needs 
of the church. But now, with Witness 
added to these vows, we are expected to 
go outside the church and share with oth¬ 
ers what it means to be a follower of 
Jesus. I like that expectation. 

For too long we have ignored and left 
to chance, or to someone else, the shar¬ 
ing of the good news with others. It has 
been an uncomfortable part of our 
Christian walk to tell another person 
what it means to be a disciple of Jesus. 
For some reason we have rationalized 
our reluctance by saying we don’t want 
to intrude into another person’s private 
realm. We don’t feel we have the right 
to help another see where they might 
find true life and true help for them¬ 
selves. We don’t have a problem telling 
our friends and neighbors about most 
anything else, but when it comes to 
telling what it means to be a disciple of 
Jesus, and to sharing our own faith jour¬ 
ney we suddenly freeze up. If they ask 
us to tell them about it then maybe we 
will. But we aren’t at ease freely volun¬ 
teering the information to one we know 
is struggling, or even to one we know to 
be on the wrong track. 

Witness is an expectation of us voiced 
by Jesus himself. In the closing verses 
of the Gospel according to Matthew, 
Jesus is heard to say, “All authority in 
heaven and on earth has been given to 
me. Go therefore and make disciples of 


all nations, baptizing 
them in the name of 
the Father and of the 
Son and of the Holy 
Spirit, teaching them 
to observe all that I 
have commanded 
you; and lo, I am 
with you always, to 
the close of the age.” 
(Matthew 28: 16-20, 
RSV) We call this passage of scripture 
“the Great Commission.” 

It is our commission from Jesus him¬ 
self to witness to our faith. It is our com¬ 
mission to tell others of Jesus’ love and 
grace, baptize them, teach them, and help 
them to become disciples. 

We are now entering into a new 
Christian year. We will spend the next 
few weeks in preparation for the 
Christmas event and the celebration of 
the birth of Jesus. Now is a perfect time 
to make that witness. Everyone loves the 
hopes, dreams, and joy of Christmas! 
Now is a great time to invite a friend, a 
co-worker, an acquaintance from down 
the street, or a perfect stranger to join 
you in worship or in a study group so 
they can understand and know the “rea¬ 
son for the season.” Now is one of the 
best times of the year to interest another 
person in what it means to be a follower 
of the Christ of Christmas. 

I admit to you that this has been a 
major area of struggle for me over the 
years. I am comfortable with my witness 
being my life. I am comfortable with my 
witness being made from the pulpit or in 
a structured classroom. But I have strug¬ 
gled with how to tell a perfect stranger, 
or even a close friend who hasn’t opened 
the door to me about the Jesus I love and 
to whom I have given my life. It’s just 
not natural to me to open up that conver¬ 
sation face-to-face without invitation. 

Yet, I want my journey to reflect that I 
have done all I can do to usher in Jesus’ 
kingship over all of life. And that means 
opening my mouth and telling others 
about him! I continue to work on ways 
for that to happen for me. I invite you to 
join me and all those who will join the 
United Methodist Church in the future, 
on this all-important journey of witness¬ 
ing to our faith. 

In Christ’s love, 

fail 

Bill Hutchinson 



Bishop William 
W. Hutchinson 



What is the Nothing But Nets campaign? 

Nothing But Nets is a global, grassroots 
campaign to save lives by preventing 
malaria, a leading killer of children in 
Africa. Sports Illustrated columnist Rick 
Reilly challenged his readers to donate $10 
for the purchase of an anti-malaria bed net, 
and thousands of people have joined the 
campaign. The people of The United 
Methodist Church, along with Sports 
Illustrated, NBA Cares, the United Nations 
Foundation and several other groups, are 
raising funds to purchase bed nets to end 
malaria. You can join the cause and con¬ 
tribute money for bed nets that will keep 
children and families safe. 

Why Should I Get in the Game? 

The children of Africa need you to help 
stop the spread of this disease. There are 
many different ways to prevent malaria. 
Bed nets, vaccinations, insecticide spraying 
and water treatment are important tools. 
Purchasing bed nets is an easy way for 
individuals to make a difference in combat¬ 
ing this disease. At this time, no consistent¬ 
ly effective malaria vaccine exists. 


Plasmodium, the parasite that carries the 
disease, changes rapidly and can become 
drug resistant. With your help, we can slam 
dunk this disease. 

How Do Bed Nets Save Lives? 

Stop malaria from scoring! Send a net. 
Save a life. Bed nets work in two ways: 
They stop mosquitoes from biting during 
the night and spreading the disease, and the 
insecticide on the net kills mosquitoes 
when they land on it. 

How Do I Get Involved? 

Send a net. Save a life. You can save a 
life by making a $10 donation through The 
Advance (982015). It's that easy. 

Cheerleaders are needed to spread the 
word and get everyone involved. Adopt the 
Nothing But Nets campaign as a mission 
project. Display your Nothing But Nets 
poster prominently in your church. Ask the 
pastor to receive a special offering during a 
worship service devoted to mission. 

Lead a fundraising campaign to fight 
malaria. Order a game plan to get addition¬ 
al information. Check the UMC.org web¬ 
site frequently to get updated information. 


Clergy retreat set for Feb 16-18 


“Tending Our Lives Together,” a retreat 
for all clergy under appointment, is slated 
for Feb. 16-18, 2009 at The Wesley Center 
in Woodworth, La. All clergy under 
appointment in the Louisiana Conference 
are expected to be in attendance at this 
event. Those participating will be richly 
blessed by Bishop Larry M. Goodpaster, 
resident bishop of the Western North 
Carolina Conference, who will lead our 
retreat. Bishop Goodpaster will be using 


his book, There’s Power in the Connection: 
Building a Network of Dynamic 
Congregations. Clergy are encouraged to 
read this book before they attend the 
retreat. 

Registration will begin at 1 p.m. on 
Monday, Feb. 16 with the first session 
beginning at 3 p.m. The retreat will con¬ 
clude at noon on Wednesday, Feb. 18. 
Registration and agenda information will 
be forthcoming. 
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Ha gar’s House provides shelter for homeless women in New Orleans 



Eric Gremillion, Angela Davis and Sarah Fleming stand outside the new site of Hagar’s House, a shelter for homeless women in New Orleans. The shelter is a project of First 
Grace UMC in New Orleans. The need for the shelter was created by the housing crisis that developed after Hurricane Katrina hit the city in August of 2005. Fleming points out 
the bunk beds that will be used by women staying in the shelter. 


BY BETTY BACKSTROM 

Eric Gremillion would never have 
guessed in “a million years” that he would 
one day serve on the staff of a homeless 
shelter for women. 

Gremillion came to New Orleans three 
years ago as an Americorps volunteer, serv¬ 
ing the needy through programs sponsored 
by First United Methodist Church. There 
was plenty to do in this big city that had 
just been devastated by Hurricane Katrina. 

Gremillion, along with Sarah Fleming, 
Angela Davis and Jennie Hammett, lived 
on meager Americorps stipends while pro¬ 
viding tutoring to school aged children and 
coordinating disaster recovery volunteers. 
All four are active United Methodists. 

Davis has completed seminary and 
Fleming’s mother, Rev. Carol Winn 
Crawford, is the pastor of Rayne Memorial 
UMC in New Orleans. 

In the wake of Katrina, First UMC and 
Grace United Methodist Church decided to 
merge congregations. Grace UMC’s facility 
was destroyed by the hurricane, and the 
two churches believed they could serve the 
city more effectively by pooling people and 
resources. First UMC’s expansive complex 
on Canal Street now serves as home for the 
merged congregation. 


Fast November, newly formed First 
Grace UMC was approached by Unity of 
New Orleans, an organization funded by 
HUD focused on helping the homeless. 

The housing shortage that was growing in 
New Orleans was hitting crisis proportions. 
Storm damaged public housing units were 
being demolished. Homeless people were 
sleeping in front of City Hall and under the 
Claiborne Avenue overpass. Unity of New 
Orleans wanted First Grace UMC to 
assemble and provide emergency shelter 
for homeless women who had no place to 
go. 

Sarah Fleming explained that she, along 
with Gremillion, Davis and Hammett, 
worked nonstop during November of 2007 
finding bunk beds, plates, sheets, couches, 
towels, and formulating a plan for taking 
residents into the church for temporary 
housing. The shelter would be known as 
Hagar’s House. 

The women moved in around mid- 
December, with the numbers eventually 
swelling to 20 different people. “They 
came and then went once they were able to 
find more permanent arrangements,” said 
Fleming. 

Members of First Grace UMC reached 
out to the residents sheltered in their church 


complex. The women were encouraged to 
help in the Community Garden, located 
behind the church. “We kept modeling clay 
out so that they could make figurines. One 
of the church members even taught some 
of them how to take photos and develop 
the film. Art projects and digging in the 
soil with your hands can be good therapy,” 
said Hammett, who added that church 
members who are licensed clinical social 
workers also volunteered their time to help 
the residents with the emotional traumas 
they suffered during and after the storm. 

A lot of the residents got involved in the 
church, attending Wednesday night Bible 
study. “The members of the church knew 
them. The women were very open about 
where they were in life. But they did not 
want to be defined by that fact that they 
were homeless,” said Davis. 

Although most of the residents had their 
own food provisions, volunteers at First 
Grace UMC provided supper for them on 
Monday and Thursday. When church meals 
were prepared, as on Wednesdays and 
Sundays, they were invited to take part. 

The down side to having a shelter in the 
church building was that people were 
always coming and going through the 
building, affording the women little priva¬ 


cy. Residents were required to leave the 
facility at 8 a.m. and return every evening. 

First Grace UMC began to dream of 
sponsoring a self-sustaining, full care shel¬ 
ter for women. And soon after, a little mira¬ 
cle happened. 

A beautiful, 3000-square-foot home 
came available for purchase. It was the per¬ 
fect site for a women’s shelter. First Grace 
UMC purchased the old home, and renova¬ 
tions began with the help of volunteer 
teams. 

The new facility for Hagar’s House is 
scheduled to open later in December, with 
the capacity to house four women on its 
second floor. Renovations to rooms on the 
first floor will make it possible to take in 
single mothers with young children. 

“Having the new facility helps in so 
many ways,” said Fleming. “We can pro¬ 
vide a residential setting which will make 
things more comfortable and friendlier for 
our residents.” 

One room houses office space and a pull 
out bed for whichever staff member is on 
duty. A full kitchen will be used for meal 
preparation, and an outside deck—built by 
a team of volunteers—will offer space for 
relaxation and outdoor meals. 

See Hagar’s House, page 8 



Eric Gremillion assesses the renovations that have taken place in the living area of Hagar’s House, which will serve as a shelter for homeless women. The staff of Hagar’s House 
anticipate that the walls will be finished in the next few weeks and that the first residents will be moving in before the end of December. Jennie Hammett accepts donations of bed¬ 
ding from a member of First Grace United Methodist Church, which sponsors the shelter. 
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A fact-finding mission team to Senegal, Africa offered medical attention to impoverished areas of Gandiol and Thies. A doctor and four nursing staff from Senegal traveled with the 
team to provide medical aid. Mae Calvin, a team member and nurse by profession, worked with the medical staff at the two clinics. Pictured are team leader Rev. Martha Orphe, 
GBGM missionary Karen Ujerah, Rev. Connie Thomas, Wesley Belton, Calvin and, kneeling, Dr. Aly Bashir. 


Africa, from page 1 
train 40 women at a time. 

Members of the fact-finding team 
enjoyed lunch with members of United 
Methodist Women, the district superin¬ 
tendent, a youth pastor and the only 
woman pastor in the area. “They told us 
about their churches and we found out 
more about their daily lives in Senegal, 
which is a French speaking country and 96 
percent Muslim,” said Orphe. 

The group also visited a women’s 
prison. Most commonly, women in 
Senegal are incarcerated for crimes such 
as murder, theft or drug dealing. The team 
was shocked, however, to learn that many 
women are imprisoned for becoming preg¬ 
nant outside of marriage. “The warden of 
one prison told us that these young women 
are often coerced into sex by men who 
promise to marry them. Once the girl is 
pregnant, the men walk away from the sit¬ 
uation, and the women can wind up in 
prison,” said Orphe. 

The United Methodist Church has an 
active ministry within the prisons, provid¬ 
ing soap and food to those incarcerated. 
“Male prisoners have been treated better, 
receiving three meals a day. In some 
women’s prisons, only one meal a day was 
provided. The United Methodist church 
began feeding programs to eliminate the 
problem. As a result, in most cases, the 
prisons have shifted to three meals daily 
for the women as well,” said Orphe, who 
added that women are “learning their 


voice” as a result of these kinds of inter¬ 
vention. 

Some who have finally been released 
from prison have entered the women’s 
skill program. Efforts are now in place to 
start similar programs inside the prisons. 

The team was also able to provide out¬ 
reach by delivering over 300 pounds of 
medicine to the impoverished areas of 
Gandiol and Thies. A free pharmacy was 
set up at the Gandiol clinic, which was a 
two hour drive from Dakar. “A doctor and 
four nursing staff from Senegal came with 
us to these two towns. Mae Calvin, one of 
our team members, worked with the med¬ 
ical staff to assess the needs of the people 
seen at the two clinics. We saw everything 
from malaria to skin rashes. Malnutrition 
played a big part in many of the health 
problems the group saw,” said Orphe. 

A particularly heart wrenching moment 
came when one young mother had just 
received a bag of gummy vitamins. One of 
her children was so hungry that he took 
the bottle and started eating the vitamins 
one after the other. 

“Hunger and malnutrition are tremen¬ 
dous problems being faced throughout the 
country. The United Methodist Church has 
nutrition programs in place, but toward the 
end of the year, the programs start running 
out of money,” said Orphe. “My heart was 
hurting as I remembered how much people 
from all over the world had provided for 
Louisiana after Katrina hit. The over¬ 
whelming poverty in Africa is truly a 
global health issue, and it is really by the 



grace of God that people make it day after 
day.” 

In order to scratch out a living, the resi¬ 
dents of Senegal must be creative. In 
Dakar, where there is very little green 
space, roof top gardening is common. 
Boxes are filled with compost carried up 
to the roof by pullies. Vegetables are 
grown and sold at market as a source of 
income. “Yoff United Methodist Church in 
Dakar is also using roof top gardening as 
one of its ministries,” said Orphe. 

The group visited several local congre¬ 
gations, including Mbour United 
Methodist. The church and parsonage are 
housed in one structure. Bible studies and 
worship are held throughout the week 
where the pastor and his young family live 
with a newborn. “The baby really has to 
be flexible because believe me, there is a 
lot of lively music in those churches,” said 
Orphe. 

It was unusual and wonderful for the 
group to hear familiar hymns sung in 
French. “We stood side by side, brothers 
and sisters in Christ, singing songs in our 
respective languages. I just thought, ‘This 
is what heaven is going to be like.’” 

Some of the most powerful stories the 
group heard were about conversions from 
the Muslim faith to Christianity. The chap¬ 
lain at one of the women’s prisons, who 
was raised in a Muslim family, had heard 
about the ideals of love preached in the 
Christian faith. “I told my parents,when I 
grow up, I’m going to be a Christian,” she 
said. The woman was ostracized by the 


family when she converted. 

One of the local pastors, who is also a 
convert, went to the Muslim elders to 
receive their blessing to pastor a church. 
“They were so stunned by the request that 
they gave him their permission. He’s now 
leading a church, and is very effective at 
reaching out to Muslims because he 
understands how they think,” said Orphe. 

The group was very moved by the trip 
to Goree Island, the home of one of the 
infamous houses used in the slave trades. 
“Visiting the slave house was such an 
emotional experience. It is devastating to 
actually see that the people were held in 
these houses on the coastline, so close to 
water, yet rarely fed or bathed, in closed in 
buildings with no light,” said Orphe, who 
said the experience was like “touching the 
soul of the ancestors.” 

Orphe’s home town of St. Martinville, 
La. is a sister city to Goree Island. “It was 
helpful to me that family members spoke 
Cajun French, and I began to remember 
some of it as I visited with all the French 
speaking people in Senegal.” 

Those wishing to make a donation to 
the outreach efforts in Senegal should 
make out checks to “Louisiana 
Conference” and mark the memo portion 
of the check “Senegal.” Send the checks to 
the Conference office at 527 North Blvd., 
Baton Rouge, LA 70802. 

A donation of $150 will pay for a 
sewing machine for one graduate of the 
Women’s Skill Center sewing program. 



Members of the mission team from Louisiana are shown at a worship service in one of Senegal’s United Methodist churches. Mothers are shown with their children at one of the 
United Methodist feeding programs that provide nutrition to the impoverished people of this African country. 
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The Christmas Offering helps fund a diverse range of people in need: dependent , abused 
and neglected children , parents who are struggling and need counseling and guidance in 
order for the children to be reunited or reconciled. We have strengthened our cause by 
becoming one Home with two locations , Ruston-Main Campus and greater New Orleans 
Campus -Mandeville. This has enabled the Homes to become better advocates , counselors 
and educators for Louisiana's children, youth and families. This offering is critical in 
allowing us to continue our ministry. Christmas is such a wonderful time to share with 
others, as we provide for the children in our care during this holiday season we ask you to 
consider our ministry in a special way as we continue to share the love of Christ to Clod's 
children. We have made much progress this past year in our efforts to provide our 
services in more communities. In His Service , 



Terrel J. PeVille 
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W.T. Handy Convocation features national speakers, music 



The 2008 W. T. Handy Convocation was held Friday and Saturday Nov. 21-22, 2008 at The Wesley Center in Woodworth, La. The theme of this year’s event was Moving Forward 
With God in the 21st Century. Rev. Vance P. Ross, Associate General Secretary for the General Board of Discipleship, served as keynote speaker for the event. Ross is shown 
leading a breakout session held in the assembly area of The Wesley Center. Over 200 youth and young adults participated in workshops and worship experiences during the con¬ 
vocation. An enthusiastic group listens to Soul Fruit, a reknowned worship band, during one of the worship services. 


Pastors and lay persons from through¬ 
out the Louisiana Annual Conference 
attended the 2008 W. T. Handy 
Convocation, held Nov. 21-22 at The 
Wesley Center in Woodworth, La. 

Keynote speaker for this year’s event 
was Rev. Vance P. Ross, associate general 
secretary for the General Board of 
Discipleship. Ross addressed the group 
on Friday evening and during a breakout 
session on Saturday morning. 

During his talks, Ross outlined effec¬ 
tive strategies for African American 
churches, both for existing congregations 
and new congregations. He spoke about 
the General Church’s new approach with 
it’s concept of “Rethink Church,” focused 
on reaching 18-34 year old seekers. 

Cheryl Walker, director of African 
American Ministries for the GBOD, led a 
workshop on the role of laity in stregthen- 
ing multi-cultural churches. Walker 
emphasized the importance and the need 
for laity to work together with clergy as a 
team. She added that churches grow from 
the efforts of the laity; they are the 
church’s trueevangelists. 

More than 200 youth and young adults 
attended a series of workshops and wor¬ 


ship services designed especially for them 
throughout the two-day event. 

Soul Fruit served as worship music 
leaders for the services targeting the 
young people. The large crowd enjoyed 
the spiritual, entertaining approach evi¬ 
dent in Soul Fruit’s style of music. 

The youth and young adults heard 
many speakers including Michael Caffery, 
NOLA Urban Ministries; LaSheena 
Simmons, New Orleans East Cooperative; 
Rev. LeKisha Reed, First Grace UMC; 
Rev. Ossie Clark, St. Mark UMC; Rev. 
Eugene Herbert, St. Peter/ Mallalieu 
UMC; and Rev. Dawn Young, Christian 
Education. 

Late night sessions included visits to 
the Soul Cafe, featuring poetry; Three on 
Three Hoops; and The Hub, where the 
young people enjoyed arts and crafts. 

The audience also enjoyed performanc¬ 
es by St. Mark UMC’s liturgical dancers 
and mime troupe. 

For the adults, worship was led by Rev. 
Anise Moses on Saturday morning. In 
addition to workshops led by Ross and 
Walker, participants learned how to 
become a welcoming congregation (led 
by Betty Backstrom); that Hip Hop can 


be holy (Andres Adams and Soul Fruit); 
heard about church and community min¬ 
istries (Joanne Finley); and how to partic¬ 
ipate in Five Star Mission Programs (Rev. 
Doug Milliron). 

Bishop William W. Hutchinson led the 
entire group in a communion service held 
at the conclusion of the event on 
Saturday. 

Rev. Martha Orphe, director of 
Multicultural ministries for the 
Conference, said, “Our goal with this 
year’s event was to bring local churches 
the latest information on what’s happen¬ 
ing at the global, national and conference 
levels of the church. We were so blessed 
to have Rev. Ross and Cheryl Walker 
with us this year. Cheryl has committed 
to returning to us over the next four 
years.” 

Orphe added that she looks forward to 
the good work that is coming, and that 
“we will not be where we are today four 
years from now. Much progress will have 
been made.” 

This year’s event placed an emphasis 
on bringing information to local churches 
that can help keep them moving in the 
direction that is being established at the 


general church and conference levels. 

All churches serving multicultural con¬ 
gregations are encouraged to make note 
of and attend the following events in 
2009: 

Convocation for pastors of Black 
Churches, Jan. 6-9, Houston, Tex. 

Retreat for pastors of Louisiana 
Conference African American Churches, 
Feb. 15-16, The Wesley Center, 
Woodworth, La. 

Tending Our Lives: Louisiana Clergy 
Retreat, Feb. 16-18, The Wesley Center, 
Woodworth, La. 

Candidacy Mentor Training, Feb. 18, 
The Wesley Center, Woodworth, La. 

National Black Methodists for Church 
Renewal, March 25-27, Pittsburgh, Penn. 

Louisiana Annual Conference, June 7- 
10, Ponchartrain Center, Kenner, La. 

South Central Black Methodists for 
Church Renewal, October 

W. T. Handy Convocation, Nov. 20-21, 
New Orleans, La. 

Those wishing to speak to someone in 
the Office of Multicultural Ministries 
with the Louisiana Conference may call 
(225) 346-1646 and ask for Rev. Martha 
Orphe, director. 



Rev. Marcus Gault, pastor of Hope United Methodist Church in Monroe, works with one of his church members to fill out a sample Welcoming Certification worksheet during a 
breakout session led by Betty Backstrom, Communications Director of the Louisiana Annual Conference. Cheryl Walker, Director of African American Ministries for the General 
Board of Global Ministries, leads a workshop on the importance of laity and clergy working together as a team. 
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Monroe District Faith-Sharing Workshop 

The “E”Word II 

‘Spiritual Formation is the Bridge” 

Saturday, March 7, 2009 
9 a.m. - 3 p.m. 

St. Mark’s United Methodist Church 
513 Lincoln Road 
Monroe, Louisiana 

Put fire into your spiritual life and share that fire with others! 

Are you excited about what God is doing in your life? If not, do you want to be? 
This interactive workshop can bring fire into the spiritual lives of clergy and laity 
by offering practical steps to achieve that excitement. 

Featured Speaker: Rev. Royal Speidel 

Rev. Speidel has 40 years of pastoral experience with big city, suburban, small 
town and country churches. He serves as Distinguished Evangelist in Residence 
at the General Board of Discipleship. Speidel is the author of Evangelism in the 
Small Membership Church, 100 Days of Hope. 

Cost: $12 per person (includes lunch) 

Registration deadline: March 2, 2009 

Monroe District Faith-Sharing Workshop 
The ‘E” Word III 
“How Can I Share My Faith?” 

Saturday, April 25, 2009 
10 a.m. - 2:30 p.m. 

Mt. Zion United Methodist Church 
1010 US Hwy. 80E 
Calhoun, Louisiana 

Plenary Leader: Rev. Dr. Doug Ezell 

Rev. Ezell, formerly the Lake Charles District Superintendent, has served 
churches in Louisiana and Texas. Ezell has taught New Testament, Greek and 
Ethics at the seminary level. He is also a licensed marriage and family therapist 
and professional counselor. 

Nuts and Bolts Workshops: 

It’s My Story and I’m Sticking to It! 
led by Rev. Bob Burgess, 

Monroe District Superintendent 

Each witness matters and writing it down briefly helps to present one’s story. In 
this workshop, each participant will write his/her story by connecting the dots of 
one’s unique “ah ha’’ moments with God. 

Open Minds, Open Hearts, Open Doors 
by Rev. Susan Ferguson, 
associate pastor for St. Paul’s UMC in Monroe 

All conversations provide open doors to heart and faith. All hearts have deep 
questions needing answers. Most minds are too busy to hear those answers. By 
practicing active listening skills, this workshop will identify those doors and basic 
questions so that listening can be intentional, personal, honoring, focused and 

effective. 

Witnessing: It’s in the Bag! 
led by Freida Peel and Sarah Schwab, 
professional educators and trainers for 
Basic Lay Speaker Course 

Come and “bag” some ideas for growth in your witnessing ministry. Learn 
techniques for witnessing to all ages and diverse groups. We’ll take away 
some of your fear of the “W” word through role play and discussion. 

Cost: $12 per person (includes lunch) 

Registration deadline: April 22, 2009 

For more information, contact the Monroe District Office at (318) 387-7364 or 
email monroedistrict@bellsouth.net 


Igniting Minitries, from page i 

Key to the concept of this new cam¬ 
paign is that there isn’t just one door into 
the church, but thousands of doors through 
which a person can become engaged with 
the church—many of them non-traditional. 

The campaign kicks off on World 
Malaria Day, April 25, 2009. The primary 
target will be seekers 18- to 34-years-old, 
but both older and younger audiences will 
not be ignored. 

Ads will reflect the areas of focus for 
the denomination, which are leadership 
development, church growth and revitaliza¬ 
tion, ministry with the poor, and global 
health. While many of the external compo¬ 
nents of this effort - especially early in the 
quadrennium - will highlight global health 
and ministries with the poor, there will be a 
component for each focus within this com¬ 
munications effort. Annually, there will be 
one focus with related themes. 

A key component of the campaign will 
be the new www.10thousanddoors.org 
website, which offers opportunities not 
only to learn more about the church but to 
interact with others and find ways to get 
involved. 

The overall advertising strategy will be 
changed to include more advertising medi¬ 
ums,spreading advertising throughout the 
year instead of focusing only around Lent, 
Advent and back-to-school. UMCOM will 


continue to have matching grants for local 
church advertising. Although traditional 
marketing expressions such as television 
commercials, magazine ads and billboards 
will anchor the campaign, the message will 
also be delivered through new communica¬ 
tion tools such as United Methodist iTunes, 
text messaging, YouTube Methodist chan¬ 
nels, and other digital media. 

The United Methodist Church began the 
“Open hearts. Open doors. Open minds.” 
campaign in 2001 as part of the Igniting 
Ministry initiative. 

The three-fold purpose of the campaign 
was to increase awareness and recognition 
of denomination’s basic beliefs, to promote 
willingness to visit a United Methodist 
church, and to renew a sense of commit¬ 
ment among United Methodists. 

Independent research is conducted 
annually to determine if the campaign is 
reaching those goals. The latest survey 
results indicate 42 percent of respondents 
had a very or somewhat favorable impres¬ 
sion of The United Methodist Church, up 
from 37 percent in 2006; 54 percent 
expressed a willingness to visit a United 
Methodist Church, up from 47 percent in 
2006; and 59 percent recalled the tagline, 
“Open hearts. Open minds. Open doors.” 

Primarily national advertising has been 
through broadcast and cable TV, supple¬ 
mented by regional and local television, 
radio, outdoor and cinema advertisements. 


Igniting Ministry training slated March 13-14 


The Louisiana Annual Conference will 
be hosting an Igniting Ministry training on 
March 13-14, 2009 at The Wesley Center 
in Woodworth, La. 

The day long training on Saturday, 
March 14 is open to all churches in the 
conference. There will be three tracks 
offered, including Beginning Welcoming 
and two additional advanced tracks for 
churches that have participated in the 
Beginning track already. 

National trainers will be conducting the 
event, which promises to inspire local 
churches to put their best foot forward in 
becoming a more welcoming congregation. 
Church representatives who participate in 


the training can bring these exciting ideas 
back home to share in Sunday School 
classes and from the pulpit. 

On Friday, March 13, the national train¬ 
ers will lead a “train the trainer” compo¬ 
nent. These persons will serve as Igniting 
Ministry trainers within their respective 
districts. 

Those interested in knowing more about 
the Friday component should contact Betty 
Backstrom, Communications Director for 
the Conference, at (225) 346-1646 or email 
lanow@bellsouth.net 

Registration information will be provid¬ 
ed soon through the Louisiana Now! and 
the conference website, www.la-umc.org 


Be a Welcoming Certified Congregation 


At the 2007 Louisiana Annual 
Conference, Jackie Vaughn of United 
Methodist Communications announced that 
the Louisiana Conference has been chosen 
as one of several Igniting Ministry media 
and training test markets for the next qua¬ 
drennium. 

During that presentation, Bishop 
William W. Hutchinson challenged local 
churches throughout the conference to 
become Welcoming Certified 
Congregations. Achieving Welcoming 
Certification is encouraged by United 
Methodist Communications, and required 
of any church that applys for individual 
matching grant funds for media buys and 
LED signage. 

The process of becoming a Welcoming 
Certified Congregation is easier than you 
might think! Simply download the form 
which can be found on the Igniting 


Ministry website at 
www. ignitingministry. org 

The site is easily accessed from the con¬ 
ference website at www.la-umc.org 

To become certified for the first year, a 
church must fulfill requirements on the 
form. Each requirement adds a certain 
number of points. A total of 100 points is 
all that any church needs to be certified in 
the first year. 

Documentation of the requirements is 
required either with pictures or an actual 
copy of the item, such as a church 
brochure. The completed form with docu¬ 
mentation is sent to your District 
Superintendent for a signature. The form is 
sent from the DS’s office to United 
Methodist Communications. 

Churches are encouraged by the Board 
of Laity to ask church lay leaders to facili¬ 
tate the filling out and turning in of forms. 
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Africana Worship Book series helps 'redeemed of the Lord to say so!’ 


“We honor God, when we tell the story. 
Africana liturgy teaches us to honor the 
lives of the saints. To tell the story of the 
saints is honoring an ancient art that 
engages the hearts and minds and of all the 
senses,” says the Rev. Marylyn Thornton, 
lead editor of African-American Resources 
at the United Methodist Publishing House 
and pastor of Emery United Methodist 
Church in Murfreesboro, Term. 

Thornton spoke to worshipers October 
29 during an All Saints Day and dedication 
service in the Upper Room Chapel, cele¬ 
brating The Africana Worship Book: Year 
C, published by Discipleship Resources, 
one of the United Methodist Board of 
Discipleship’s three book imprints. 

“How can African-Americans tell the 
story of God’s deliverance without know¬ 
ing or referring to Africana heritage, with¬ 
out knowing about or celebrating the saints 
that went on before in the path of deliver¬ 
ance,” asked Thornton, a contributor to 
each volume in the series. 

Rev. Darlene A. Moore, pastor of 
Camphor Memorial UMC, is also a con¬ 
tributor to this latest volume. 

Africana is the term used to describe 
those persons, regardless of where they 


live, who can trace their ancestry back to 
Africa. 

“Through storytelling we are bound 
together in a common narrative and sys¬ 
tems of belief and spirituality, methodology 
and value structure. 

We’ve got to tell the whole story about 
Jarena Lee and Julia Foote who preached 
even though black men who clamored for 
their own freedom refused them freedom. 

We must tell the story of Leontine T. C. 
Kelly the first black female bishop in any 
denomination,” says Thornton. 

“More than 30 writers of African 
descent have answered our call to articulate 
the common faith through the lens of 
African experience,” said the Rev. George 
Donigian, editorial director of Discipleship 
Resources. 

As Donigian introduced and dedicated 
each volume of The Africana Worship 
Book series, he presented them to 
Associate Editor, Safiyah Fousa, GBOD 
director of invitational preaching, who lov¬ 
ingly held them in her arms, as a mother 
holding her infants. 

“The results have overwhelmed us and 
the worldwide community of faith has been 
given an opportunity to ‘overhear’ the 


sacred conversation through the publication 
of four distinct volumes: three books of 
liturgy written to support the use of the 
Revised Common Lectionary for years A, 

B and C, and a fourth volume with essays 
on worship in the black church,” he said. 

Drawing on Psalm 107:1-3 as her text, 
Thornton said the text admonishes that the 
redeemed of the Lord should say so. 

“The story of God’s deliverance is 
peculiar and particular to the heritage of the 
people.” she said. “The redeemed of the 
Lord cannot say so unless they know.” 

“We honor God, when we tell the story. 
Africana liturgy teaches us to honor the 
lives of the saints. To tell the story of the 
saints is honoring an ancient art that 
engages the hearts and minds and of all the 
senses,” Thornton said. 

Following the pattern of the two earlier 
Africana volumes, this book offers calls to 
worship, litanies, choral readings, confes¬ 
sions, creeds, benedictions, and many spe¬ 
cial prayers. Africana Year C includes 
resources for special days, including Martin 
Luther King, Jr. Day, Juneteenth Day, 

World Communion Sunday, and All Saints 
Day. 

This hardcover book includes a bound-in 


CD that includes interviews and comments 
on the series from Bishop Linda Lee, 
Jeremiah A. Wright, Jr., Eric H.F. Law, 
Rudy Rasmus, Tyrone Gordon, and others. 
As with the earlier editions, users may cut 
and paste materials from the CD for use in 
congregational worship. 

This resource can be ordered online 
through Cokesbury. 


Africana 

Worship- 
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Hagar’s House, from page 3 

Staff members will pair up with each 
resident, helping them in their transition 
and providing mentoring. “Getting to 
know each woman better gives us the 
capacity to be a building partner. We will 
work with each person to establish goals 
and timelines, and to discover what each 
resident wants to do. With the setting of 
the permanent facility, we can incorporate 
more life planning. We can empower the 
women to be independent in an atmos¬ 
phere of creativity. The house is on the 
street car route, giving the women easier 
access to the city,” said Davis. 

Finding adequate funding for Hagar’s 
House consumes a lot of Eric Gremillion’s 
time, taking every opportunity he can to 
apply for grants. Those wanting to know 
more about the organization’s financial 
needs may inquire by calling (504) 210- 
5064 or emailing hagarshouse@gmail.com 
The facility will be funded through First 
Grace Community Alliance, a non profit 
organization which facilitates the social 
ministries of First Grace UMC. 

The staff of Hagar’s House continues to 
be amazed by the turn of events over the 
last three years. “Starting the shelter defi¬ 
nitely was not what I expected when I 
came here, but this experience has rooted 
me more in New Orleans,” said Angela 
Davis. 

Sarah Fleming said that when the repre¬ 
sentative from Unity of New Orleans 
asked First Grace UMC for help, some¬ 
thing “clicked” inside of her. “I realized 
that this is the best way I can serve the city 
and this church. I have a mission.” 

Eric Gremillion has also been touched 
by the experience. “Working with the vol¬ 
unteers and the residents of Hagar’s House 
has shown me more of what is divine and 
holy about people.” 


Income You Can Count On 


Regardless of the Market 


Single Life* 

Charitable Gift Annuity 
Rates 

Age Rate 

55 

5 . 3 % 

60 

5.5 

65 

5.7 

70 

6.1 

75 

6.7 

80 

7.6 

85 

8.9 

90 + 

10.5 


Two-life rates are lower. 



UNITED METHODIST 

FOUNDATION 

- of Louisiana - 

‘Where Faith and Money Come Together” 



Charitable Gift Annuities 

• Dependable income 

• Tax-free income 

• Tax deduction 

• A legacy for your faith 

Call us for a free gift illustration, or go to our Web¬ 
site and “create your plan” for a personalized gift 
annuity illustration. See how much income you 
can “lock in” while providing for the future of your 
United Methodist church. 


225.346.1535 or 800.256.9317 

w w w.umfgi ving. org 

Always consult your financial advisor before 
making any significant estate planning decisions. 
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For the latest 
information regarding 
disaster recovery efforts, 
visit the La. Conference 
web site at 
wwwJa-umc.org 
or contact the UM 
Disaster Recovery Center 
at (225) 346-5193 
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Mission Minded 



Thirteen students, alumni and staff from Centenary College 
served on a Louisiana Volunteers in Mission team to Corozat, 
Belize this past August. Members of the team spent the week 
tiling the kitchen floor and painting the ‘‘manse” (the parson¬ 
age) for the Corazal Methodist Mission. The group also spent 
many hours sanding and staining pews in the 50-year-old 
church. Michelle Junot above and right, and her sister Ashlie 
are pictured with two young sisters they befriended while lead¬ 
ing Vacation Bible School. Team members are pictured, right, 
and LAVIM volunteers are shown refurbishing pews. 



Centenary students take LAVIM mission to Belize 


Thirteen students, alumni and staff 
from Centenary College served on a 
Louisiana Volunteers in Mission team to 
Corozal., Belize this past August. 
Members of the team spent the week 
tiling the kitchen floor and painting the 
"manse” (the parsonage) for the Corazal 
Methodist Mission. The group also spent 
many hours sanding and staining pews in 
the 50-year-old chinch. Eacli day the 
team worked in CorozaL they took a 
break from the work projects to lead 
Vacation Bible School for the children of 
the church. 

“On the first day, most of the children 
were shy about meeting us. But by the 
end of the week, that had all changed, 1 ’ 
said Michelle Junot. a student at 
Centenary. “As a matter of fact, my sister 
Ashlie and 1 really got to know r two of 
the girls, who were also sister. We took 
a picture w ith them tow ard the end of the 
week.’ 1 

Michelle and her sister Ash lie, who is 
a graduate of Centenary* en joyed the 
refurbishing part of the mission. “I loved 


the work. We both have been around it 
because our dad is in construction. But 
having direct contact with the |ieople 
whose lives are impacted, like through 
VBS . .. that was really special,"’ said 
Michelle. 

Team members like Laura Vaughn 
were impressed by the friendly, warm 
attitudes of the people of Corozal. “They 
seemed very happy despite the fact that 
Belize is a very poor country. We noticed 
that many houses were only partially 
completed. Members of the team were 
told that people own their land, but they 
build on the land what they can afford," 1 
said Vaughn, who selves as the Mission 
and Internship Coordinator for the 
Christian Leadership Center at 
Centenary, ' The people of Corozal do 
not borrow money horn the bank. They 
finish what they can afford and then wait 
until they make more money to do the 
next stage. This u'as a good lesson for all 
of usP 

During the teanTs first full day in 
Belize, the group attended 7 a.m. services 


at the Methodist church. “The sen ice 
was much like ours at home, although the 
tunes to some of our familiar hymns 
were different,” said Vaughn. Ashley 
McGuire* who is serving Centenary as a 
chaplain’s intern from Perkins School of 
Theology, gave the message. Meg 
Schanks, a sophomore at Centenary, and 
Titfanv Holland helped to lead the con¬ 
gregation with sign language as the con¬ 
gregation sang “Jesus Loves Me”. Meg is 
hearing impaired and Tiffany senes as 
her interpreter during classes at 
Centenary. 

After church sendees, the team toured 
the Mayan Ruins. Michelle Junot said it 
was an “amazing” opportunity to climb 
the “I ligh Temple”. “Of all the names or 
titles they could have given this ancient 
structure, I think this is the most appro¬ 
priate. It was high! And beyond that, the 
upper level of steps was steep. We all 
climbed it though, and it became part of 
an individual moment in each of our 
lives.” 
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ON THE JOURNEY 

Let it Sneaux! 


“But of that day and hour no one 
knows, not even the angels of heaven 
nor the Son , hut the Father only. As 
were the days of Noah, so will he the 
coming of the Son of man .. .. Therefore 
you also must he ready; for the Son of 
man is coming at an hour you do not 
expect ” (Matthew 24: 36-37, 44, R$V) 

A line from a novel of the 60’s puts it 
this way, “Who would a' thunk it?” 

When I awakened on Thursday morning, 
December 11 the world outside my bed¬ 
room window had that strange but famil¬ 
iar radiance to it, I pulled open the sheer 
just enough to look out, and sure enough 
there it was! A wintry blanket of snow 
coveted the back yard and more was 
falling] I could hardly contain my self 1 
I wanted to waken Kay and say, “Get up, 
get up and see what lias happened while 
we slept! It's sneauxing (that’s 
Louisiana]! for snow )! 

But, thinking better of that idea I 
quickly went to the front door and 
opened it to stand alone and gaze in 
childlike wonder at the softly falling 
magic flakes. No matter how many times 
you have seen them, they always mes¬ 
merize. Their quietness is one thing; 
their lacy beauty is another. Their silent 
accumulation that changes any world 
into a clean, pure wonderland is a natural 
wonder that never ceases to hasten the 
heartbeat. No wonder the lyricist said s 
“Let it snow r , let it snow; let it snow!" 

The night before we had gone to bed 
with the air-conditioning running 
because the humidity combined with the 
heat index was very uncomfortable. 

Only the artificial help of a refrigeration 
unit and a heat pump could make the 
night comfortable. Then on this night 
the heavenly surpiise of frozen mole¬ 
cules of water had drifted down on our 
rain-soaked yard and had turned it from 
summer-like humdrum to wintiy bliss. 

The rest of the day was chaotic. 

School kids made their way to their 
classrooms only to be sent home for a 
“snow day,” Businesses found them¬ 
selves without customers because the 
streets looked forbidding. Cajun drivers 
tried to figure out what to do with the 
white stuff and you were w ise to keep a 
good distance from them! People called 
in to work saying they couldn’t get there 
because of the weather I even had to 
cancel a Conference meeting because 
roads were closed between Baton Rouge 


and the Wesley 
Center. We were in 
no way prepared for 
this freak storm that 
graced our lives and 
gave us and our chil¬ 
dren the joy of see¬ 
ing something they 
won’t see again for a 
long time. 

It’s all so akin to the Biblical message 
of being prepared for the second coming 
of the Son of Man. That will be an event 
like no other we have ever experienced 
and for which we are not well prepared, 
We’ll undoubtedly be surprised, but it 
will be the most beautiful thing we have 
ever witnessed! 

The first coming w r as much the same. 
The “little town of Bethlehem' 1 w r as not 
prepared for the arrival of a road-w eary 
couple who took the best place they 
could find to spend the night and there in 
that unlikely place the Son of Man was 
born! Just like the snow that drifted in 
on the wings of silence, the gift of heav¬ 
en w r as given in quietness and without 
warning. “How silently; how silently the 
wondrous gift is given; so God imparts 
to human hearts the blessings of his 
heaven. No ear may hear his coming, but 
in this world of sin, where meek souls 
will receive him, still the dear Christ 
enters in.” (Phillips Brooks, O Little 
Town of Bethlehem) 

We're almost to the celebration of 
Christmas, We've spent Advent wetch¬ 
ing and waiting. We’re ready to be sur¬ 
prised! Or are we? I pray your journey 
this year has been such that your heart is 
a little more prepared to receive him than 
it has been in many previous years. 
Somehow this snowy surpiise has made 
me more ready than usual! It has 
reminded me of the suddenuess with 
which life can change, and how beautiful 
that change can be, 

I pray for each of you a surprising 
Christmas where the dear Christ enters in 
and you find yourself standing in the 
white, windy presence of eternity once 
again. 

In Christ's love, 

fell 

Bill Hutchinson 



Bishop William 
W. Hutchinson 


Construction begins on Bareilly chapel 



Construction has 
begun on the chapel 
at Warne Baby Fold 
in Bareilly, India. 

The Baby Fold,, a 
home for children 
without parents, 
was begun as part 
of the ministry of 
Clara Swain 
Methodist Hospital 
by the Women’s 
Division, of the U.S. 

United Methodist 
Church. Louisiana 
Volunteers in 
Mission has raised 
half of the $50,000 
needed for this proj¬ 
ect and will have 
teams participating 
in the construction 
in December of this 
year and in 
February of 2009, 

At right is the 
artist’s original con¬ 
ception of the 
stained glass to be 
installed in the 
chapel. The render¬ 
ing depicts the chil¬ 
dren of India sur¬ 
rounding Jesus, and 
was drawn by Rev. 

Godwin Rajender 
Singh of New 
Zealand. Rev, Singh 
is a retired 
Methodist minister from India who w r as 
president of the Leonard Theological 
Seminary in Jabalpur, Singh is a “child of 
the heart” of Rev, and Mrs, Carlos Welch, 
former missionaries to India and members 
of the Louisiana Annual Conference, 

Carlos and Sarqj became acquainted with 
Rev. Singh and his family when he was a 
young child destined to leave school due to 
money constraints in his family. The 
Welch's contributed to Singh's education 


and he later received his call to ministry 
and attended seminaiy w ith their continued 
help. Funding for general construction of 
the chapel is still being raised by 
LAVIM, Contributions can lie sent to 
LAVIM, Fund #1 IK, 527 North BLvd, 
Baton Rouge, LA 70K02 or by calling 
(225) 346-1646, ext. 240 (Pat Munis, 
LAVIM Financial Assistant). LAVIM is 
thankful for the support of this project 
shown by many of our Louisiana IJMW’s. 
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From the La VIM Director 
Know before you go... 

Pm not sure who coined that phrase but I believe I heard it somewhere; at least 
it is not a new thought out of this old brain. 

But it is important! We have this privilege in Volunteers in Mission to venture 
into the heart of our friends and neighbors around the world,. And not just a sojourn 
in their spiritual lives, but in their physical and corporate lives as well. Any visit 
into the life and spirit of another is a sacred journey. We must remove our shoes to 
walk on this holy ground and go prepared not to trample on that which may be (or 
become]) Life giving to another. 

LAV1M team leaders are trained for this holy privilege and in turn have responsi¬ 
bility to prepare their team to be holy travelers in another’s life, to have an aware¬ 
ness of a new culture that is sensitive both to its needs and how it may not need * 

I low to deal with different cultures, expectations that may be radical to our own 
experience, the sometimes discomfort with the comfort we are provided when on a 
team* how what is sacred here may nor be so there and what is there seemingly so 
much more than what we call sacred here, what can be said and what remains 
unnecessary to be said; these and many more are made more our expectation rather 
than our surprise. 

Scripture prepares us for this season of Advent by getting our hearts in a mood 
for expectation. We "'make the rough places plain”, we anticipate what it may seem 
to us by studying what it will be; all while here between the Advents* knowing some 
of what will be but praying for and expecting a new Emmanuel, “God: with us.” It 
seems dear to me that Volunteers in Mission Is just that* a journey of Advent, If we 
know enough we can contribute and not lake away. If we know enough* we w ill 
expect to bring home more than w r e ever dreamed; we will meet God in new and 
extraordinary ways and not only not leave damage in our wake but accomplish the 
good we go there to do. 

I'm told often by those with whom our teams work in other countries that 
LAVIM teams are often the best prepared of all the teams they receive, I like the 
sound of that. Let’s keep it that way. 

In these pages you will find stories that will help in your preparations; you may 
hear God’s call. Team leaders, do your job well; be trained and then train* Team 
members, go prepared* do no harm, anticipate and expect.., be overcome—with joy! 


Larry Norman, Director LAVIM 



Larry Norman f Director of LAVIM, is pictured at a recent 24-hour team train* 
ing retreat for the McNeese Wesley Foundation for its upcoming mission to 
India. On his left is Rev. Angela Bulholf, Wesley Director, and Kat Mier f three 
time team member to the Warne Baby Fold orphanage in Bareilly. 



1, Existing Staff 
Quarters 

2. Existing 


4. New Conference 
Center 

5. Come Back 


6, Caretakers 


B. External Toilets 


9, Children’s 
Playground 

10. Residential 
Palliative - G Cottages 


11. Pathways 
Residential Care 4 
Cottages 


The Upper Room: Africa and Aids 


BY JEREMY BASSET AND LARRY NORMAN 

The Upper Room has established a 
branch of its work in Africa* seeking to 
Locate a ministry of spiritual formation and 
prayer on that continent. Africa Upper 
Room Ministries (ALRM) was formed to 
meet this challenge* giving birth to a five- 
acre site near Johannesburg, South Africa. 

The staff of this emerging ministry soon 
felt called of God to respond to the needs 
of the continent and to offer its property to 
be more than a headquarters for a publish¬ 
ing and distribution ministry, 

This had led to a vision of creating a 
ministry on the grounds of its headquarters 
that will both minister to the Local popula¬ 
tion infected with and affected by 
HIV/Aids as well as model congregational- 
iy-based palliative care models for the 
church around the continent 

Volunteers In Mission is participating in 
making this vision a reality by supporting 
the construction of a ski Ms-training com¬ 
plex* a conference and meeting center* and 
a number of palliative care residential cot¬ 
tages to house people infected with and 
affected by HI V/A IDS. 

'The first phase involves building the 
complex and developing the ministries to 
people in the area around AL'RM’s bead- 
quarters, This will involve partnerships 
with Local churches and ministries commit¬ 
ted to this ministry. VIM teams w ill be able 
to witness these emerging ministries and 


work alongside local chinches as partners 
in the work on this site. 

The second phase is to invite churches 
from across Africa to come to the site and 
learn about congregationally-based pallia¬ 
tive care ministries* both residential and 
non-residentiaL that they can take back to 
their own churches, The idea is take just 
one possibility hack to their churches and 
to implement that idea. Partner churches 
w ill then be sought from the United States 
to help each church get that ministry going. 
This will put both churches in an on-going 
partnership of ministry. 

VIM teams are now working at 
AURM’s headquarters near Johannesburg 
to help build the complex. The property is 
called Anathoth, the name Jeremiah gave 
to the land he pur‘chased in then-occupied 
land — purchased in the hope that one day 
Israel w r ould return and claim the land 
again for God's purposes. This is happen¬ 
ing even now as committed volunteers 
from the USA and equally dedicated 
Christians in South Africa work to bring 
this vision to reality. 

LAVIM is pleased to announce two 
teams that will be deployed to AL RM in 
2009, From May 20-June I, Rev, Janet 
Cavalier of Munholland UMC w L l L Lead the 
first team* and July 8-20, Rev, and Mrs. 

Jon Lord will lead the second group. 
Registration and information can be 
obtained contacting the LAVIM office at 
(225) 346-1646 or (888} 239-5286, 


McNeese Wesley to help build orphange chapel in India 



'Hie McNeese Wesley Foundation will 
travel to India December 26 - January 13 
to work with the Warne Baby Fold and the 
original Sat Tal Ashram established by E. 
Stanley Jones. 

The team prepared for the mission by 
attending three training events, including a 
24- hour retreat at the Uskichitto Retreat 
Center The team dressed in Indian cloth¬ 
ing to get a better taste of their destination 
while on the retreat. 

The group will offer VBS to the chil¬ 
dren of the Baby Fold, a United Methodist 


orphanage on the grounds of the historic 
Clara Swain I lospital in Bareilly, The team 
w ill also begin work on a new chapel 
which LAVIM is providing for the institu¬ 
tion through the work of its teams. After 
work at the Baby Fold, the group will be 
joined by 20 students from I ndia for a 
week-long mission at the Sat Tal Ashram 
The combined group will paint and repair 
the Ashram and engage in cultural 
exchange and worship programs in the 
evenings. 
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Louisiana Volunteers in Mission partners with the people of Mexico to bring 





Several projects for Methodist congregations in Victoria, Mexico are planned for 
VIM teams in 2009. El Mesias, top, is planning the construction of dorms for 
female college students. Vida Neuva (New Life) is building an upper room youth 
facility. Buenas Neuvas (The Good News) wili finish construction of second floor 
classrooms. LAVIM teams were recently involved in the completion of the Valle 
Hermosa sanctuary, right. 


A heartfelt thank you 


The Berman Family has appreciated 
your prayers and concerns following my 
father’s death on Oct. 16, 2007. We cele¬ 
brated his life with a recent family 
reunion and we thanked God for friends 
and the support you have given us. We 
want to thank you for the memorial gifts 
and offerings that you sent in his name. 
Pail of the funding has been used for the 


beautitication of the area in front of La 
Cap i tla (The Chapel) that he helped to 
build at [Vamonos! Christian Camp. The 
rest of the memorial monies will be used 
to support the ministries of this Christian 
Association that my father helped found 
and our family is still a part. Ciod bless 
all of you! 

Willie Berman and Family 


Mexican congregation builds new church and school 


Iglesia Metodista Piedua Angular 
(Cornerstone Methodist Church) started 
approximately 10 years ago as a branch off 
of El Buen Pastor Church in Reynosa. It is 
currently housed in a rental location close 
to downtown Clinica Betania. They have 
grown and are now one of the strongest 
churches in the Eastern Conference of the 
Methodist Church of Mexico. Last year, 
they took the responsibility of managing 
Betania School, currently located in the 
hack of downtown Clinica Betania. 

With more than 400 members, this 
church is facing the challenge of building a 
new church facility, with the vision of a 
new school building on location. The area 
where the new church and school will be 
built is being developed with new homes 
for low and middle class families in one of 
the fastest growing areas of the city. The 
property has been purchased by the mem¬ 
bers of Piedra Angular. The vision is to 
transfer the downtown Betania School to 
this location. It will house grade levels of 
kindergarten and six grades of elementary 
school. This already is a self-sustaining 
ministry with the tuition that parents are 
paying. 

Reynosa has more than one-million 
people and is still growing. As the demand 
for better schools grows, the church is 


looking to fulfill this demand with a quali¬ 
ty, bilingual, Christian school. Tuition will 
be affordable to the working class and 
scholarships will be made avaliable to chil¬ 
dren of families that are unable to pay the 
full price. These scholarships will be made 
available to children on a "need' 1 basis. 

The New Betania School is part of an 
effort of the Eastern Conference of the 
Methodist Church of Mexico to expand 
their social programs. There is currently a 
school being built in Nuevo Progreso and 
one that is already operational in Colon ia 
El Sendero. A quality bilingual Christian 
education for all children is one of the 
major priorities of the Methodist Church of 
Mexico. 

As this construction begins in 2009, 
LAVIM teams will join their efforts with 
members of the Pietra Angular congrega¬ 
tion to meet this need for a new school. 
Teams will participate in the construction, 
and funding raised by Louisiana teams will 
be matched through an ongoing grant for 
Mexico projects given by the Louisiana 
Methodist Foundation. Given a few years 
back, the grants have been enlarged by the 
generosity and partnership of teams. The 
Valle Hermosa church lias been completed 
as a part of this grant and its funding now 
moves on to this educational endeavor. 
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l the message of the gospel to our brothers and sisters south of the border 



A note from Willie 
“The big picture, is getting bigger!” 


In 2Q0K, the Louisiana Volunteers in Mission teams have 
been my most frequently used example when I talk with team lead¬ 
ers and churches about coming and joining in God’s work in 
Mexico, Over and over, I have heard from you and your team mem¬ 
bers;, “We are here to support you (the Methodist Church of 
Mexico's) work, so we will do whatever you want us to do and go 
wherever you need us!” We thank you for that! 

New* exciting and bigger challenges are on the horizon for 
2009. VIM Mexico’s work will involve the coordination of even 
more teams that will come from all over the USA. With my new 
position as a Missionary of the General Board of Global Ministries, I 
am being exposed even more to other United Methodist conferences. 
This is exciting for Mexico! My new r position relates to the entire 
US/Mexico border and involves other ministries besides VIM, such 
as work wifh immigrants, refugee centers, schools, clinics, housing 
programs, scholarships, handicapped ministries, and morel 

Our projects for 2009 are to start the new Betania School in 
Reynosa; completion of the remodeling of Clinica Betania in order 
to house a surgery room; continue with remote medical clinics; com¬ 
plete the new church facilities of Casa de Com uni on in Matamoros; 
five new' projects in Ciudad Victoria (four hours south of Reynosa); 
development of a model of Community Based Primary Health Care 
tor our medical teams; and many more projects/ministries in our 
Conference (see the Project List in this Issue). 

The big picture is getting bigger, with LAVIM’s help! The 
partnership that your Conference has offered the Eastern Conference 
of the Method ist Church of Mexico has enabled us to grow and 
expand our churches and ministries! We would like to invite you to 
continue to join in (rod’s mission in our Conference! 



Willie Berman, Volunteers in Mission Director for the Eastern Conference of 
the Methodist Church of Mexico, stands with Is! Gutierrez and Susan 
Heliums, Director of the Methodist Border Friendship Commission in the new 
surgery room for the Clinics Betania in Reynosa, Mexico. LAVIM has donated 
$25,000 toward a major reconstruction project at the clinic. 


Pictures above show the Clinica Betania In Reynosa, Mexico before and after 
renovations to the clinic. The construction has been made possible by funds 
from the operations of Clinica Betania, the Eastern Conference of the Methodist 
Church of Mexico, and LAVIM funding. 


Mexico clinic to 

Clinica Betania, currently operating as a 
first-level medical clinic in downtown 
Reynosa* is undergoing major reconstruc¬ 
tion. This construction has been made pos¬ 
sible by funds from the operations of 
Clinica Betania and the Eastern Conference 
of the Methodist Church of Mexico. 
Louisiana Volunteers in Mission has donat¬ 
ed $25,000 to assist in the process of 
remodeling of the dental suites and to 
equip surgeiy rooms which will be used for 
more invasive dental and facial reconstruc¬ 
tion surgery. 

The completion of the surgeiy room of 


be modernized 

Clinica Betania and other facilities will 
upgrade the clinic to a hospital status* 
licensed by the Mexican I lealth 
Department. This will allow doctors and 
short-term medical teams to perform sur¬ 
geries such as maxi No-facial surgeries, cor¬ 
rection of cleft palates, dental and cataract 
surgeries, Ceasarian sections, deliveries, 
and others. When complete* the facility 
will house a surgery room* three recovery 
rooms, two complete dental suites,, a dental 
x-ray room* and one laboratory. 

It is antici|xited that remodeling will be 
complete in 2009. 
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Saltillo residents impact volunteer 


John Krause has served on a number of 
Louisiana Volunteers in Mission teams. By 
bis accounts, he lias had many wonderful 
experiences while serving on those mis¬ 
sions. But he remembers a very special 
moment during a June mission to Saltillo, 
Mexico that touched him very deeply. 

'"While serving one Methodist church in 
Saltillo, we were hosted by another, The 
people of Torre Fuerte Iglesia Methodista 
were very hospitable and took good care of 
us,. Although this church is located in the 
poorer section of town, and they don't have 
a lot of resources, they housed us, fed us 
and made us feel welcome, " said Krause. 

The last night the LAV1M team spent 
with the people of Torre Fuerte Iglesia 
Methodista, the church held a service to 
recognize their American visitors. "‘During 
the service, our team members knelt at the 
altar. One by one, the members of the 
church came by and prayed over us. It was 
a very touching moment,' 1 said Krause. 

Tliis caring congregation was well pre¬ 
pared for the team, providing shelter in the 
upstairs rooms of the church. The rooms 
were outfitted much like a barracks, allow¬ 
ing them to house as many people as possi¬ 
ble,' 1 said Krause. 

Each day, the LAVIM team would go 
across town to Casa de Oracle I loreb 
[giesia Methodista to work on the founda¬ 
tion for a new parsonage. There were spe¬ 
cial experiences with that congregation as 
well. "'One evening, the pastor's son came 
to town, and they hosted a faj itas cookout 
for us,' 1 said Krause. 


(hie day while the team was working in 
the hole that would ultimately be the par¬ 
sonage foundation, Krause had a little fun 
with a fellow team member, "Tt was a par¬ 
ticularly sunny day. Them was an old 
beach umbrella in our van. As a joke, I 
took the umbrella down in the hole and 
held it over one of the guys. The pastor's 
daughter saw me doing this, and insisted 
that she have a turn holding the umbrella. 
She stood there for hours, holding that 
umbrella, shielding the team member from 
the hot sun;' said Krause. 

Every afternoon, the group returned to 
their host church. "'We really enjoyed visit¬ 
ing with the kids in the area. Although we 
didn't speak Spanish fluently, we always 
managed to communicate,' 1 said Krause, 
who added that the team did have an inter¬ 
preter with them. 

The work was rewarding, and meeting 
the people of Saltillo was remarkable, said 
Krause. But there is another plus to serving 
on a LAVIM team, he added. "'Just being 
w ith other team members, sharing the 
devotions, working together, side-by-side. 
That exj>erienee is unforgettable," said the 
seasoned volunteer. 

Krause will serve as team leader for a 
mission to Tuxpan, Mexico where they wall 
make improvements on an existing chil¬ 
dren's home. The mission will have a con¬ 
struction component and a Vacation Bible 
School component 

Those interested in more information 
about the mission slated June 13-20 should 
contact the LAV IM office. 



A LAVIM team traveled to Saltillo, Mexico to work on the foundation for a new 
parsonage for one of two local Methodist churches. During their stay, the team 
stayed at Torre Fuerte Iglesia Methodista. John Krause, team leader for the mis¬ 
sion, tells of the exemplary hospitality shown by the people of the church. 



School children in Ibo Beach, Port-au-Prince. Haiti, eat food provided by Stop 
Hunger Now and funded by the United Methodist Committee on Relief. 


LAVIM takes message to Haiti 


'Die countiy of I laid was deeply affect¬ 
ed by storms during this past hurricane sea¬ 
son. Haiti suffered several direct hits plus 
continued inclement weather due to the 
close track of additional hurricanes. 
Louisiana Volunteers in Mission is current¬ 
ly scheduling teams for this hard hit area of 
the world. 

Both the need and the strong relation¬ 
ship of United Methodist Volunteer in 
Mission (UMVIM), United Methodist 
Committee on Relief (UMCQR) and the 
Methodist Church of the Caribbean have 
brought about a plan and procedure for 
teams being sent to I laiti. At a recent sum¬ 
mit in Atlanta, Georgia, UMVIM and 
UMCOR representatives and I laitian offi¬ 
cials identified and set apart projects for 
direct involvement of V IM. 

Projects needing immediate attention 
are: 

Bale D’ Orange Church - lias an imme¬ 
diate need for a new worship structure with 
a 6-12 month timeline and $30,000 overall 


cost. Four hours by vehicle from Pori Au 
Prince. Work teams w ill he blended U S. 
and 1 laid an. 

La Tremblay School - I las an immedi¬ 
ate need to provide safe structure for an 
existing school system with a $7*000- 
$10,000 total cost. Two to thr ee teams are 
needed for blended membership construc¬ 
tion. 

Schools of Fetionville - Immediate 
need with 8-10 months estimated for com¬ 
pletion. Photo, digital and video work is 
need at four locations at vaiying costs from 
$4,500-$24,40G |>er site. One small, 
strong, highly organized team can complete 
the project. 

Additionally, there are several projects 
for which only funding is needed such as 
teacher pay, school kits, etc. 

If you are interested in scheduling a 
team to I laiti or participating in funding tor 
Haitian needs, please contact Larry D. 
Norman, Director of LAVIM at (225) 34b- 
1646 or LduckN@aql.cotn. 


Yes, you will need a passport! 


With new travel requirements coming 
into effect, many people are confused 
about whether or not they need a. passport 
to travel to Mexico. US government 
requir ements are being phased in gradually 
and at present they differ depending on the 
mode of transportation used to enter and 
exit the country. 

The US Western Hemisphere Travel 
Initiative requires travelers entering or re¬ 
entering the United States by air to present 
a passport. Even though the Mexican gov¬ 
ernment does not requite a passport for US 
citizens visiting Mexico as tourists, they'll 
need to present one to go back to the 
United States by air. 

Currently, US citizens entering and 
Leaving Mexico by land or sea must present 
either a passport or a government-issued 
photo ID, such as a driver’s license, along 
with proof of citizenship, such as a certi¬ 


fied birth certificate or naturalization cer¬ 
tificate. As of June 1, 2009 those traveling 
by land or sea will be required to present a 
passport or other Wl ITI compliant ID such 
as a Passport Card. 

It is a wallet-sized identification card 
that proves US citizenship. It is an alterna¬ 
tive to carrying a conventional passport 
book and is valid for land and sea travel to 
and from Mexico. Canada, Bermuda, and 
the Caribbean. The Passport Card is not 
valid for air travel. 

The new passport card contains an elec¬ 
tronic chip. The chip itself does not contain 
personal information; it simply allows bor¬ 
der officials to access information which is 
stored in a secure government database. 

It is, and has always been VIM policy 
that a passport is required for travel to 
Mexico. The wallet ID now presents a less 
expensive alternative. 
















DECEMBER 19 t 2008 


Louisiana Conference'S^'/ 

■■HHM 


7 


REYN OSA, 
CARBONERAS, 
MATAMOROS, 
NUEVO PRO&RESO, 
VALLE HERMOSO 


Dates 

learoJ-Eaufer 

January 8-11 

Jodi Adams 

February 5-0 

Kelly Novak 

February 19-22 

Asbury UMG- 
Bossier City 

March 5-8 

Tom Dungan 

March 19-22 

Lakeview UMC- 

Shreveport 

April 16’ 19 

Asbury UMC- 
Lafayette 

April 23-26 

Don 6 Candy Olson 

April 30- May 3 

Available 

May 7-10 

Jim Maker 

May 14-17 

Available 

May 21-24 

Available 

May 27-31 

Mary Anne/ 

Heidi Schindler 

June 4-7 

Available 

June 11-14 

Available 

June 18-21 

Dale Smith/ 

Benny Puckett 

June 25-28 

Available 

July 8-12 

Archie Gorder 


September 3-6 

Available 

September 17-20 

Available 

September 24-27 

Dennis Bouck 

October 1-4 

Asbury UMC- 


Lafayette 

October B-ll 

Tom Dungan 

October 15-18 

First UMC- 


Gonzales 

October 29- 

Mark Martin 

Nave mi>er 1 


November 5-8 

Pam Perry 

November 12-15 

Mike McLaurin 

November 19-22 

Available 

November 26-29 

Available 

December 3-6 

Darlene Ouillot 


Louisiana 

Volunteers in Mission 
527 North Boulevard 
Baton Rouge h La. 70802 

Larry D. Norman 
Director 

(225) 346-1646 ext 222 
(888) 239-5286 
LduckN@ aof. com 

Brenda Coppif 
Assistant to the Director 

(225) 346-1646 ext 226 
BrendeCoppit@ia -umc. org 

Pat Maura s 
Financial Assistant 

(225) 346-1646 ext 240 
Patmauras@la-umc. org 


2009 MISSION OPPORTUNITIES 


INTERNATIONAL 

Cambodia 

LOCATION 

TEAM LEADER 

TASK 

February 13-25 

Phnom Penh 

Ann Sutton 

Med i ca I/Const r u ct i on 

Chile 

July 11-19 

Cuba 

La Esperanza 

Larry Norman 

Construction 

February 14-23 

Havana 

Roger Templeton 

Construction 

Honduras 

June 19-26 

DanJi Area 

Gloria Robinson/ 

Vicki Sydboten 

Construction 

India 

February 19-March 4 

Bareilly 

Warne Baby Fold 

LeRoy Clavenna 

Construction 

Mexico 

March 21-27 

Reynosa 

Max Zehner 

TuJane Wesley Foundation 

Construction 

March 21-28 

Tampico 

John Bergstedt 

Construction 

April 6-11 

Reynosa 

John Dixon 

Construction 

June 13-20 

Tuxpan 

John Krause 

Construction 

July 25-August 1 

Reynosa 

Angela Bulhof 

Wesley Foundation 

Construction 

Russia 

June 16-27 

Yekaterinburg 

James Gillespie 

Construction/Ed 

South Africa 

May 20-June 1 

Johannesburg 

Janet Cavalier 

Construction 

July 8-20 

Johannesburg 

Jon Lord 

Construction 

USA 

LOCATION 

TEAM LEADER 

TASK 

Alaska 

June 5-15 

Haines 

Allen Tuten 

Const ruct i o n/R epair 

June 13-21 

Douglas 

John Majesty/ 

Jim McHodgkins 

Const ruct i o n/R epai r 

Arkansas 

March 29-April 4 

Mount Sequoyah/ 
Fayetteville 

Archie Corder 

Landseape/Repair 

October 14-18 

Mount Sequoyah/ 

Laura Vaughan 

Landscape/Repair 


Fayetteville 

Centenary College 


Louisiana 

April 16-17 

UMCOR/Sager Brown 

Shelia Edwards 

Packing/Repair 

October 15-16 

UMCOR/Sager Brown Klay Harrison 

Packing/Repair 

Mississippi 

July 12-17 

Choctaw UM 

Mission Dan Parker 

Maritza Bannon/ 

Construction/VBS 

New Mexico 

Oct, 3l-Nov, 7 

Albuquerque/ 

Casa Esperanza 

Tim Lawson 

Const ruct i o n/Repair 

Texas 

July 8-12 

Christian Alliance/ 
Houston 

Dawn Young 

Family Mission 


2010 MISSION OPPORTUNITTEs 


INTERNATIONAL 

Cuba 

LOCATION 

TEAM LEADER 

TASK 

October 15-25 

Honduras 

Havana 

Mark Martin 

Construction 

June 19-26 

Danli Area 

Asbury UMC/ 

Lafayette 

Construction 

South Africa 

June 11 - July i 

Johannesburg 

Angela Bulhof 

McNeese Wesley Foundation 

Construction 


2011 MISSION OPPORTUNITIES 


INTERNATIONAL 

LOCATION 

TEAM LEADER 

TASK 

Honduras 

June 18-25 

DanJr Area 

Asbury UMC/ 

Lafayette 

Construction 
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LAVIM team carries the spirit of Christmas to the youth of Cambodia 



A LAVIM team, led by Rev. Jack O’Dell, participated in a mission to Cambodia during the first two weeks of December Team members assisted in running a Youth 
Camp during the first week of the mission. The event was attended by approximately 160 young people, gathering together to pray and be in fellowship. The theme 
was ''Cambodia Methodist Youth Rise and Shine," Youth attending the camp are pictured, top left, during a lively worship service. Children at the local orphanage are 
shown, top right, at a Christmas celebration facilitated by the LAVIM team, A similar celebration was held for children living at the Phonom Penh dumpsite. 

Louisiana Volunteers in Mission and the 
Louisiana Cambodia initiative's strong 
relationship with the Methodist Mission in 
the Kingdom of Cambodia continued dur¬ 
ing the first two weeks of December. 

A LAVIM team, led by Rev. Jack 
O’Dell, Led a youth leadership camp and 
worked with Christmas programs at a local 
orphanage and at the infamous dump site 
where so many impoverished children live 
in Cambodia. 

Members of the team included Maudy 
O’Dell Diane Reich, Ken Mustek, Mike 
Patterson* Dirk Smith, Curt Bailey and 
David Howell 

For the past several years, Louisiana 
Volunteers in Mission and the Louisiana 
Animal Conference have worked with the 
Spean Chivit congregation near Phonom 
Pen]] in purchasing property for a new 
church location and the construction of a 
sanctuary. 

The church was finished in 2007 and 
dedicated by LAVIM teams in February of 
2008* Esther Karimi Gltobu* a missionary 
with the General Board of Global 
Ministries* is assigned to Cambodia and 
helped to coordinate the December mission 

The average age of a Cambodian 
Methodist is between 15 and 25 years of 
age, and English is the official second lan¬ 
guage of the country. The LAVIM team 
assisted in running a Youth Camp the first 
week of December. The event was attend¬ 
ed by approximately 160 young people, 
gathering together to pray and be in fel¬ 
lowship. The theme was "Cambodia 
Methodist Youth Rise and Shine/ with a 
motto of’To know Christ and make Him 
known”. The goal of the Youth Camp was 
to create a Christian community where 
young people throughout Cambodia come 
together to build relationships and struc¬ 
tures that will enable them to w ork in col¬ 
laboration on issues of common concern. 


Tax-Smart Christmas Giving 






The IRA Rollover 

If you are over age 7014, the Federal 
government now permits you to give up 
to $100,000 from your IRA to charity 
without tax. Benefit from this law for 
tax-smart giving if you: 

* Do not itemize but still make gifts 
to your church 

* Are required to take an unneeded 
IRA distribution (RMD), or 

* Wish to make a special gift but your 
major assets are in your IRA 


Charitable Gift Annuities 

A charitable gift annuity is a contract 
that pays you an income stream for life 
and then provides a permanent gift for 
your church. A charitable gift annuity 
provides: 

• Dependable income for life 

• Tax-free income 

• An immediate tax deduction 

• A legacy for your faith 


zonsuh your financial advisor before making any significant estate planning decisions. 




UNITED METHODIST 

FOUNDATION 

of Louisiana -—- - 
"WlKre t-diili Mid Money Cdim Tc^eihw ,J 


(225) 346-1535 ■ (800) 256-9317 
www.umfgiving.org 


Call us to find out how you and your 
United Methodist Church can 
benefit from tax-smart giving! 

























